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The Link - July 2019

lew From Mummoer 1

Keeping Up Appearances

i

All the work on the outside of our building over the last couple of
years has drawn a fair amount of attention from local people - and
something to talk about! Whilst it is p

important to keep the place well
maintained and looking smart, what
matters most is what is going on on the
inside.

Yes, we also need to replace the carpet
and paint the interior and that is all
planned for next year, but what matters
even more is what is going on inside us as people. Our inner
spiritual life is what defines us as the people of God in this place. We
can have all the trappings of church and do and say all the right
things but Jesus makes clear that it is what is in our hearts that really
counts.

Samuel was reminded when choosing a new King from the sons of
Jesse that God sees the heart. We should not judge by outward
appearances. We can all try and put on a brave face and a big smile
but ultimately the truth will out! When things are not well on the
inside it tends to come out in all parts of life. Jesus once said
“the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.” (Luke 6:45)

Through the prophet Ezekiel God promised his wayward people a
heart t r hwillssgrihkk cléan water on you, and you will be
clean; | will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your
idols. | will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; | will
remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.
And | will put my Spirit in you...” (36:26-7).

This was fulfilled through the once and for all sacrifice of Jesus on
the cross and the subsequent gift of his Spirit.

“his blood can make the foulest clean” - wrote Charles Wesley.
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We are washed from the inside out
our hearts to help us become more like Jesus day by day. We are a
work in progress but the cross of Jesus is a finished work. It has all
been done for us and we are invited to live in the good of that — we
can’t add anything to what Jesus

This is not some superficial makeover as we touch up the exterior to
make things look impressive. We must open ourselves to the
sanctifying work of God on the inside to make us his holy people, not
polluted by the ways of the world but washed clean - our thoughts,
our language and our behaviour should all be shaped by the
indwelling Spirit and the good fruit that he brings.

We need to be the genuine article — not just keeping up the
appearance of a good Christian man or woman. Each day we need
to seek a fresh touch from God as we repent of our weaknesses and
failings and commit to doing better in the future. This should not be a
burden that weighs heavy on us because Christ came to set us free.
We are new people in him and so a fundamental change has
happened on the inside which will be reflected in what people see on
the outside. We are free of the old self that has been crucified with
Christ — he now lives in us (Gal 2:20) and we have that promised
new heart.

The term Christian should not just be a label — it identifies us as an
active foll ower of Jesus; someon
Testament so often puts it; our identity is found in him. We bear his
name like a badge of office and we carry his message and his love
with us as people transformed from the inside out.

May he been seen in all we do and say because of the radical
change that has taken place within. The outward appearance can
also help!

With very best wishes for the summer,
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Please continue to hold in your prayers Thelma who rarely gets out
now and her daughter Vivien who spends much of her time looking
after her; also Edith at Blackwater Mill and her dear husband Martin
who visits every day. June hopes to return home soon after a time in
hospital and in care in Totland.

Yvonne C who, has faithfully served in our bookshop for many years,

had a fall and sustained a nasty deep cut on her foot. She is now at
Springfield Nursing home for a few weeks. Christine W is slowly
getting over a knee replacement and it has been good to see her
around again. Robert and Wendy'’ s
after having injections and is now anticipating surgery on her hip
soon. Lou’s daughter Jess has had
please keep her and James in your prayers.

As mentioned last month we have a special day of celebrations on
Saturday 6™ July:

Karen and Terrance Ogier are celebrating the restoration of their
marriage at 14:30 — the very same day they got. married in 1996 in
Guernsey! This will be a wedding service as they divorced in 2017
after several years apart. Please come and join in this happy
occasion which will conclude with tea and cake. Do please speak to
Ellen if you could help provide some refreshments.

Also that day we are all invited to the main beach at 17:30 where
Ben and Karen are celebrating Christian baptism. This will be shared
by Brian with Dave Burton from Colwell Baptist Church where they
have been worshipping for the last few months. At the end of this
month they fly out to India with Mariella to start a new exciting
chapter of their lives both teaching at Hebron School, a Christian,
International, Co-Educational, Residential School in Ooty, India.
Praise God that their visas came through without any hiccups.
Please continue to hold the family in your prayers at this significant
and exciting time of change. See Page 6 for more details

4



PLEASE support us ...

€ invite your friends,
to our Open Craft Cafe

||o=r

Saturday 13" July from 10:00 to 12:00

Although there will be no charge we will be
requesting donations which will go towards the
work of loW Street & School Pastors

there will be tables set up for:
Card Making
Jewellery Making
Knitting & Colouring
Childrendés Craft Ac
and of course
tea, coffee, cold drinks, cakes & biscuits

Invitations are available in the lobby and we will
be putting up posters in local shops ~ just ask
Sue if you would like one to advertise at home!
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Dear Friends

After a very turbulent
year or two, you may
know already that
Karen, Mariella and | &
are very excited to [SEES
be moving tol
Hebron School,
Tamil Nadu, in
central southern
India.

We have given a lot
of thought to this
exciting change in
our lives. We will be teaching in the school (Music for me and Maths
for Karen), as well as being Dorm parents (a kind of houseparent
role) and Mariella will be able to attend the school with us.

The school itself is an independent international school, following UK
curriculum, thankfully with lessons in English! The students are
made up about 25 nationalities, including many children of
Missionary workers. Hebron is unashamedly Christian and all
students from all backgrounds contribute to this ethos. It is also
egalitarian in the sense that we are all there to serve but also in
the way that the Headteacher, the international teachers and the
local staff are all given the same local reimbursement - a concept
very alien to the British model!

In this venture we are very conscious of being led: there are a
number of remarkable instances where God has arranged things for
us: We had applied for the jobs and were waiting to hear and heard
just at the exact moment | was leaving Cowes Enterprise
College. We easily sorted carers for our cats, people to look after our
camper van, lovely tenants to take our house - all far too easily to be
"coincidences" and God's leadership continues to be evident, most
strikingly in the way that Anna and Giles Hurst from Wroxall and their
children are also moving to Hebron to teach in the Primary School at
the same time as us . This is fantastic for us and Mariella, and
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(hopefully) they feel the same way!

Please pray for us as we make our preparations, for safety on the
journey to Hebron and our safety whilst there and for stability in the
political system in India where President Narenda Modi has ben re-
elected for a second term. He is a pro Hindu nationalist and is
against the influence of Non-governmental organisations (NGO's) of
which  Amnesty, Compassion and others have already been
pressured to leave India.

We will endeavour to stay in touch, and will send photos for The Link
as often as we can!

Secondly you may know that we are getting baptised at Hope Beach
on July 6" at 17:30. Brian Harley and Dave Burton will lead the
ceremony and we would be delighted to see as many of you there as
possible to send us on our way in many senses. After the Baptism
we are going up the hill to the SURC for a Bring and Share Farewell
Tea where we would love to see as many of you as possible. We will
be joined by some Street and School Pastors, some members of
Colwell Bay Baptist Church and 2 friends from the mainland church
where Ben and | started our journey together. Caleb and Lydia will
be returning from Wales & joining us for the celebration so we are
really looking forward to seeing everyone together. In true SURC
tradition, we you are welcome to bring a savoury plate surnames A-
M, sweet surnames N-Z. Please do share lifts back up to SURC from
the beach if you know folk who may struggle with the hill?

We leave the island on July 22" and will fly on July 29" Until then
while we will be busy preparing and we hope to see as many of you
as possible around and about. We will return to the island each
summer for our holiday!

With many thanks for your prayers and support over this difficult two
years. Please continue to pray for our Rio whom we continue to miss
and have not heard from for many months.

With love

Ben, Karen and Mariella
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Shanklin URC Bookshop

I n the May edition of “The Link’
i n  Wiewsrom Number 10’. He mentioned that prayer was also the
focus at Spring Harvest and that Pete Greig was the main speaker at
that event. Pete Greig now has a new book out on this topic - the
book is called “How to pray : a simple guide for normal people”. In
the introduction to his book Pete Greig says that he has been writing
the book for the best part of two decades. The content flows from the
wealth of experience he has had in the area of prayer. This book is
aimed at anyone who would like to grow and go deeper in their
relationship with God, no matter how long they have been a
Christian.

We may all know that prayer is important
but perhaps we don’

pray and sometimes we struggle with how
to pray. We are not alone in this. The
di sciples said to J

pray’” (Luke 11: 1)
request Jesus gave them (and us) the
Lord’ s Prayer. I n

the framework given
guide. He covers many facets of prayer

including adoration, petition, intercession, how to pray
confession and spiritual warfare. He a simple guide for normal people
doesn’t avoid di f f PETE GREIG
unanswered prayer and explores how to

deal with disappointment. But . -..
early on in the book he begins by
and sets out the case for prayer in answer to this question. In a
chapter on *Keeping it Simple’ he

he has ever been given on prayer
and keep it wup.’

He goes on to look at the importance of taking time to pause at the
start of a prayer time. Here he shares some practical pointers on
how to be stildl before God ...but
words and examples for those who do not find it easy to be stilll He
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continues his journey through t he
examples along the way.

At the end of each chapter there
which illustrates the particular type of prayer studied in the chapter.
The heroes come from countries around the world and include well-
known names such as Corrie ten Boom, Joni Eareckson Tada and
Desmond Tutu but also less well-known people such as Blaise
Pascal.

This is a very practical book which is encouraging, challenging and
also inspiring. In the foreword Nicky Gumbel says that he has been
waiting for someone to write a simple but comprehensive book on
how to pray and it has been difficult to find such a book to
recommend on Alpha courses. He goes on to praise the book and
says that this is the book he has been waiting for.

‘How to Pray’ can be read as a stand-alone book, but it can also be
used as a compani on t o © T
(www.prayercourse.org) which is a free online series of 8 video
sessions exploring different aspects of prayer. There is also an
online Tool-Shed which is made up of 30 practical prayer tools.
These tools are additional practical introductions to topics covered in

the book e.g. how to have a quiet time, how to pray the Psalms, how

to pray creatively, how to maintain a prayerlist -don’ t wor r \
not going to list all 30 of them!

‘How to Pray‘ has a RRP of £13.99 but is available from the
bookshop at the special price of £11.50.

Advance Notice

On Sunday 25" August we plan to go up ’Oi
to Big Meade (the large grassy area just \
past the old Village) for a picnic at around
12:30 after the Encounter caf € service.

Do note the date and invite friends along.
We 6| | meet up near t
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HELP NEEDED for...

Ol

our Home and Away Da?

on
Saturday 13" July
Coffee and Craft Open Morning 10:00 - 12:00

Could you provide some cakes?
Help with setting up or tidying away?
Welcoming or serving at the counter?

€ then please | et Rob or

During the afternoon we will be visiting
Carisbrooke Priory

Do you need a lift?
Could you offer a lift?

e please take aupllisiathe baakoft h e
the church and see iIf you can get together!
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Prayer

Each Week On Tuesdays

T 14:00 - For an hour after the lunchtime Bible Meetings
T 19:30 - Evening prayer meeting until about 21:00

Psalm 145:18

Do join us at either time whenever you can

United Prayer

With friends from other local churches on the first Tuesday of the
month — an experiment for four months. Please join us on 2" July at
19:30.

Prayer Group for the Persecuted Church
On the second Monday of each month at 10:00

Thank You For Stepping Up

| would like to say a BIG thank you to all those who returned the
“gifting” forms to me recently.
the leaders for the various ministries covered and | am sure that
they will be in touch with individuals soon.

lt’s never too | ate to hand vyou
your form has gone missing.

If you have questions or concerns do stop me and ask!
Robin
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FUNDRAISING
IN SUPPORT OF

"” HELP for BBQ
“YHEROES

Yet again we had a very successful fundraising event where we
raised just over £700, we are holding another BBQ on the date
below.

When?: 20" July 2019 - Time 16:00 - 19:00 (BBQ from 17:00)

Venue: 93 Lushington Hill, Wootton Bridge, PO33 4NR (next to
Wootton Bridge Car Boot Field)

Huge variety of homemade cakes for sale, bric-a-brac,
crafts for sale, children’s lucky dip, sweets stall, guess the
weight of the cake, tombola.

RSVP (for catering): Miriam or Malc: 07891 935221 or 883811
A suggested price list will be available for food.

All proceeds go directly to the above charity

CHARITY N¢

112()‘)2()




Shanklin Town Brass Band

Will be in concert in Rylstone Gardens on:

Sunday 7t July
Sunday 21 st July
Sunday 4 th August

Sunday 1 st September

Sunday 8 th September

Sunday 15t September
All at 15:00

ISLE of WIGHT

Est. 1993

Easy Brain Teasers :
The answers to the questions 1 - 4 all have a Connection
1. Which team won the 2015/16 Premier League title?

2. Which European town was the setting for Gustave
Flaubert's story 'Un C7iT ur '"Si mpl e

3. What was the name of Kenneth Williams' character in the
1967 film 'Don't Lose Your Head'?

4. Which market town, where the inhabitants Q?
are known as ' Banonais, can be found to the T i

north of Aix in Provence? @ @
~

5. What is the connection between the answers
to questions 1 - 4 and which is the odd one
out? ( Hint, it's not the one you think it is!) \u

Answers are on Page 29
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Bible a Month Club

Both Laos and Algeria are countries where believers are
oppressed and where  God's Word is strictly limited and
also beyond the reach of many Christians from poor
communities.

Please pray for these two nations - Bible Society  are doing
wonderful work and are always looking for new members of

the Bible a Month Club (leaflets about this are on the
trolley and details can be found at www.biblesociety.org.uk/

get -involved/bible -a-month/ ). This truly is wise stewardship
and for those who have God's Word so freely available, let's
imagine the joy it will bring for every dear believer to
receive God's Word for the first time.

Laos

After centuries of economic decline, war and communist

rule, Laos is one of the poorest countries in the world, with

22% of the population living below the poverty line. Two
thirds of Laosdés popul ation is
Bible represents a huge investment requiring many months

of saving.

For most Laotian Christians, many of whom come from
oppressed minority groups, owning a Bible is a luxury
beyond their capacity. Despite these hardships, Christianity
is steadily growing in Laos, and with it comes a need for
Godos word.

Thanks to your generous gifts, our team is able to partner
with the Lao Evangelical Church to organise free Scripture
distribution, literacy classes and pastoral training in both
rural and urban areas, to encourage Christians in Laos in
their faith. Because of your support, our team is also
working on a study Bible to provide pastors with much
needed resources to equip the Church.

Prayer Pointers
14
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1 Thank God for the distribution of free scripture to the

poorest communities of Laos.

bring salvation, hope and transformation to their lives.

1 Please lift up to God the men, women and children of all
ages taking part in the literacy classes. Praise God for
their enthusiasm, and pray that they might grow in their
hunger to read his word.

1 Please pray for continued wisdom amongst the
translators and editorial staff working on the Lao Study
Bible, who hope to complete work on the New Testament
by the end of 2019 and publish it in 2020.

1 Thank God for our partnership with the Lao Evangelical
Church, which supports Bible distribution throughout the
country. Pray this work would help build relationships
between churches in Laos.

Algeria

Being a Christian in Algeria is tough. Almost everyone in

the country 1 some 98% of the population I is Muslim.

Telling people about Jesus is illegal and there are strict
limits on the number of Bibles you can import.

Churches have been shut down by police and many
Christians face constant harassment from family, relatives
and neighbours. Marriages have broken up and people have
lost their jobs as a result of being open about their faith.

Despite the government crackdown, Algerian Christians
have recently started meeting in tents. Amazingly, local
pastors reckon there are at least 120,000 Christians in the
country 1 and they even say numbers are growing. Thanks
to your ongoing generosity, our small team in Algeria is
working to meet the Churchos

For years, and despite the risks, our colleague A has
overseen this vital ministry in Algeria. But in the next few
year s, hedl | be handing over

15
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year -old R. As he takes on the leadership of Bible ministry
in Algeria, R has specifically asked that you pray for him in
this important role

Prayer Pointers

1 Please pray for the relationship between the government
and Bible Society. OWe are tryi
arenodt getting what we want, 06 sa

1 Please lift up to God the Church in Algeria. Christians
there live with many risks, in an unstable political
environment, so pray they will be courageous, faithful
and steadfast.

1 Please pray for the development of our work with the
whol e Church and across Algeria
reach young people and seekers.

T Thank God for R6s willingness t
Please pray for a balance in his family life and ministry,
as he and his wife have just welcomed their first child in
May.

Source: Bible Society

Shanklin Carnival
i Wednesday 7" August at 19:00

Once again we plan to be outside the
church greeting people and offering free
refreshments for the main carnival
procession.

We need a team of volunteers to take trays
out into the crowd and to chat to folk. If you
are able to help organise this or provide
some wrapped cakes or other goodies
please let Meryl or Brian know.

! :
y
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Open the Book i Training Day
Thursday 25™ July

09:3071 15:30

We are hosting a day to find out more about
this Bible Society initiative to get the Bible
into schools through creative interactive

assemblies. Look out for details of how to
sign up to come along.

Youth Group

Our Youth Group sponsors a French speaking child in Haiti
through Compassion; her name is Rose and she is 10 years old.

We regularly receive letters from her and it was thought that
with the reduction in child numbers in our church it would be a
good idea to bring these to a wider audience.

So here is her latest correspondence:
Dear Shankiin

! greet you in the name of our Lord Jesus. How are you and
your family? | am very well thanks to God. | am very happy
to write to you. | would like to tell you more about my

schooling. | do my best to move fo a new grade. My favourite
subject are French and maths. | took exam of social science
and French. | already had two good results for my exam. /

take four exams per school year. | would like to know how
long is the school year in your country.

I thank you for your letter, | am proud of you.

.1 ask you to pray to God to give me a long life and that /
move to a new grade in school.

Rose

17
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Another great family fun event coming soon...

Please join us

Saturday 20™ July

15:3071 17:30

Free fun for all

- no unaccompanied children please

Sounds different?

Why not come along and explore the story
of Noah through a Messy Church
experience. This is a fun way of learning
for all ages - in a hands-on way.

There will be several craft activities to
choose from followed by a short
celebration with songs, prayers and a Bible
story, and then some hot food to enjoy together.

You are welcome to just turn up on the day. Come as a family; bring
the grandchildren along — any combination is fine!

Enjoy it together.
As always, we will need plenty of help so please let Yvonne
Sparks or Carole Smith know if you are available.

I f you have been part of the
I f youdd |ike to join in for

~

S o
® o
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Strawberry Tea at Home

Thank you to everybody who
came to the charity tea. We
were amazed at the
generous donations.

We will be using the money
to send a consignment of
resources and sports
equipment to one of the
schools supported by Ghana
Link

Rita, Dave, Debbie and Colin
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Courageous Faith

This is the theme of the new Release International magazine for
July - September 2019 (copies available in the lobby). Do please
take one and be inspired by the stories of those who are suffering
persecution and who are being given God's strength to stand firm.

"Churches Closed"

Can we imagine what it would be like to come to our church and find
the doors locked and our minister arrested? This is the reality for
many believers in the world today. In the Release magazine you will
read of attacks on and closures of Churches in Iran, Algeria, China,
India, Egypt and Indonesia to name but a few and of countless
believers who have been killed because of their faith.

Today the persecution of believers is the highest in modern
history and Christians constitute by far the most widely persecuted
religion, although so often this does not get the attention of the
national and international media. In 2016 Christians were harassed
in 144 countries out of 195 countries in the world, up from 128
countries the year before, according to a current report by the
Washington DC based non-partisan Pew Research Centre and in
view of the current trends one can imagine an even higher figure
now.

Pastor Richard Wurmbrand, who himself spent 14 years in prison for
his faith in Romania and who inspired the founding of Release in
1968, challenged believers to hear the cry of their persecuted
brothers and sisters - including those martyred for their faith.

'Free Christians are part of the same Body of Christ that is now
beaten in prisons in restricted nations, that even now gives martyrs
for Christ," he wrote in Tortured for Christ.

‘The early church in all of its beauty, sacrifice and dedication has
come alive again in these countries.'

May we rise to the challenge to support our brothers and sisters.
Come and share in the monthly prayer meeting if you are able - it is
truly faith building to see what God is doing amongst the nations in
spite of - or sometimes even as a result of - the pressure on the
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church and the worldwide Body of Christ. Our next meeting is on
Monday 8" July, 10:00 for 10:30 start.

) ovons
Lastly we share another of the 'Seven WORLD WATCH LIST 2019
Remi nder sé SevenfroRte B S e of B et s

Open Doors World Watch List 2019 (there
are copies in the lobby and at
www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/
resources/), which is an excellent resource
listing details of the top 50 nations where
there is persecution and very sadly we see
the trend in this list as well. For years there
was just one country that was listed as "
severe persecution (North Korea) but now !77/"',,7\,,\
in the last year there are eleven in this |4+
category.

Our 'Reminder’ this month is such an encouragement and is as
follows:

We Don't Have To Be Perfect

Persecuted Christians have flaws and imperfections just like us.
But it's amazing what the extraordinary power of the Holy Spirit
can do in ordinary lives. We don't have to be perfect to do the
will of God. We have all we need.

Respond: Do you feel like you can't make a difference? Look in
the mirror. Remind yourself that God loves you as you are. Let
his Grace be all that you need.

Lord God, let Your love shine through us, imperfect though we
are. Show us how we can obey You today.

Do please ask if you would like to know more about our monthly
Prayer Meetings or the Persecuted Church - we would be so happy
to share.

Loving greetings in Jesus from the Prayer Group for the Persecuted
Church

Sources: Release and Open Doors
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Christians Working Together in Shanklin

United Prayer

United prayer takes place on the first Tuesday of the month — an
experiment for four months.

Please join us on 2™ July at 19:30 at the URC (the time that the
usual weekly prayer meeting happens).

ship in the Open Air

=¥ Each Sunday 19:30

at Rylstone Gardens
PO37 6RG
(turn left just past the Old Village)

B
/ An informal service for

Rylstone
Gardens everyone led from the

bandstand by local
‘ Churches

From the May Bank Holiday
until the end of August

Free Afternoon Tea
Saturday 10" August

15:00 - 17:00
at St Paul 6s Vicar ac
Af ter the success of | ast year ' s

churches is now planning this special afternoon. We want it to be a
fun time welcoming everyone to drop by.

Please talk to lan Faulkner or to Brian if you could offer some help.

22



o™ ‘Slaﬁq Island Events and News

Pick up all the Island Christian news at:

o‘!e M

www.wightchurch.net
Sign up for the free fortnightly e-newsletter.

Lots of people did not respond to the request to say they still wanted
to get this email each fortnight — as required by GDPR. Are you one
of them? —don’ t m+ Sigh upoagdin to keep in touch with
Island news and events across the Body of Christ.

I0NHEAR®S

"FESTIVAL

Free Launch Event
Sunday 7" July 2019 14:00 - 17:00
County Showground, Newport Road, Northwood

Come and join us in celebrating the Launch of the Isle of Wight's
own Lionheart UK Christian Music Festival.

(Book the date.. 4™/5™ July 2020 - two day Lionheart UK Festival)
On Sunday 7" July 2019 we will be launching:

1 Tickets sales for July 2020 (early bird discount available)

1 Website

i Facebook Page (get your face on our page!!)

1 T Shirt Sales

Bring your family, friends, picnic, chairs/blankets and find out what
Lionheart UK is all about, how to get involved and how to become
Lionheart UK Partner.

Music and worship by ALL HOURS

(Our church meeting agreed to give some financial support to this
new initiative — so let’s show up and add our prayer support!)
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R
]

Craft Group

| W -

®
g

Meryl will be leading us in a session of flower bashing at
our next meeting on Monday 1% July at 14:00.

This has proved a popular activity and is great fun,
if a little noisy!!

Everyone Is Welcome

If you are planning to come please bring (some of) the
foll owing 1 f you can but d
always share.

- Some flowers and a hammer,
- A Wooden Block e.g. Bread/Chopping board
- Material — any plain cotton, linen, silk or other natural fabric
See you there

Sue and Meryl

On the 15" July we will be meeting at 18:30 to help
with preparations for Messy Church.
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50% o

Vs C\o’(WV\%

Isle of Wight
f d ba n k #TurningFashionintoFood

Monthly Cloth“‘]g Sale @Foodbank HQ Love Lane,

Cowes, PO31 7ET
Sat 6th July 10:00 - 13:00 www.sleofwight.foodbank.org.uk
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Focus

on our Christian Brothers and Sisters who are
being persecuted in SRI LANKA

On 21% April 2019, as Christians around the world were
celebrating the Resurrection of Christ on Easter Sunday,
coordinated attacks killed 253 people in Sri Lanka. What
happened next?

Many of those killed had been worshipping, with bombs being
detonated at St Ant hony' s Church
Church in Negombo and Zion Church in Batticaloa.

Remembering Those Who Died

There were 136 children in Zion Church on Easter Sunday — 14 of
them died.

Six-year-old Peter, one of
those who was killed, loved
cricket. His cricket bat
stands next to his portrait
in the memorial his parents
have set up in the corner of
their sitting room. The
framed photo leans on a
wooden cross engraved
wi t h hi's n
surrounded by toys — a
teddy bear, a football, but
also a cardboard hospital
that Peter had cut and pasted together a few weeks before the
bombing.

“l" m glad he’s with Jesus but it
Peter’s mum. “Peter didn’t just (
adds. “Even i f you know that in

your heart.”
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Ten-year-old Nerukesh has shrapnel in his spine from the attack.
He is still on strict bedrest at home. Sixteen-year-o | d Suj
motherdi ed i n the church. He sai d,
i's with us.”

Senior leaders of Zion Church, Ramesh and Sasi, spoke to the
suicide bomber in the church foyer. They stopped him from getting to
the main congregation.

Chrishanthini, Ramesh’s wife, sai
the worship when we heard a | ou
happened at that time. We thought

Ramesh and Sasi died instantly. If the attacker had got into the main
part of the building, 200 more congregants could have been killed.

In the midst of her grief, Chrishanthini is holding on to her faith.
“Nothing happens without God know
is | ove."”

Twenty-year-old Hashi lost her aunt, cousin and one of her

nei ghbour s i n t he bl ast i n St .
straight in to |l ook for her fami/l
floor,” she remembers. “Limbs wer

How Your Support Is Helping Your Family In Sri Lanka

These are just some of the hundr
the church family in Sri Lanka.
showing remarkable faith and resilience in the face of trauma and
continuing risk. And thanks to your support and prayers, Open Doors
and its local church partners have been helping the affected families

in Colombo, Negombo and Batticaloa since the Easter bombings.

Open Doors has provided trauma care and counselling for
traumatised Christians, and is running persecution preparedness
training in the three towns where the bombings took place.

Through livelihood and education support, Open Doors is helping
families to get back on their feet. At the beginning of June, Open
Doors workers went to Batticaloa to buy new motorbikes for six
Christians who lost theirs in the explosion. Open Doors worker
Liyoni * said: “Even the managers
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help and at two stores they gave us very reasonable discounts on
the bikes and the registration co

Local Open Doors partners continue to meet with pastors and
Christians from Batticaloa to offer prayer and encouragement.
Families |Iike Peter’s wild@l al ways
course, but — as Kumaran, an associate pastor of Zion Church, says,
“That’'s good ministry. This is wh

Open Doors will continue to monitor the situation and talk to Zion
Church about how best to help the affected believers — as well as
other Christians in the country. Their work with the persecuted
church in Sri Lanka was in place long before these attacks
happened, and sadly Christians in the country still face significant
persecution. Sri__Lanka is number 46 on the 2019 Open
Doors World Watch List.

As Tala*, an Open Doors fieldworker who travelled to Sri Lanka
shortly after t he attacks, says,
overcome the world, and in Him, we are not helpless. We can call to
our Abba Father to hold our family in Sri Lanka. We can be one with
them. We can pray. We can weep with those who weep and journey
with God’'s precious remnant . We ¢
suffering church at this critical time. It will be a long and difficult road
ahead for our family in Sri Lanka, but God hears the cries of His

people, and He answers our prayer
Please Pray

T For Peter’s family, and al | gr
receive God’'s grace and healing
T For St Anthony’ s, St Sebastian’
continue to be Christ’s | ight in

1 For courageous faith for our brothers and sisters across Sri
Lanka, and protection from future attacks.

*Names changed for security reasons
Source: Open Doors
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http://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/countries/sri-lanka/?ns=sri-lanka-190621&nst=Sri%20Lanka&nsp=2
http://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/countries/?ns=sri-lanka-190621&nst=World%20Watch%20List&nsp=3
https://www.opendoorsuk.org/

Harvest
2019

We are planning to centre our Harvest celebrations around
oCaring for the Environmento thi
you all to let us have your ideas for what might be included and
which charity we might base our appeal on.

We will be discussing this during our Church meeting on 18 ™

July, so please come along armed with plans!

Quiz Answers to Connections Quiz

1. Leicester City won the 2015/16 Premier
League title.

2. Pont- 'Evéque, which is in Normandy,
France, was the setting
for Flaubert's story 'Un Ci ur “Si mpl e

3. Kenneth Williams' character in 'Don't Lose Your Head' was
Citizen Camembert.

4. Banon can be found to the north of Aix.

5. And the connect i oncheeses (Bandnésythe p r
odd one out - it's a goats cheese).
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The Puzzle Pages 6|7

Sudoku

81711 2|4
A numerical B s | 3|8
placement puzzle! . -
To solve it you need to fill
1 8

the grid so that every
column, every row and 3 9
every 3 x 3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9.

A challenging one for you! | 4 6|7

1 2 3 4

6
8 . . .

) .

20 21

24
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8|5(6|9|1|3[7(|2|4
3|11(4]|2|7|5(8(|6|9
712(9(6(4|8|1(3]|5
219(5(8(6(1(3(4]|7
1(4(3|7|5[9|2|8]|6
6(7(8[4(3[2(5(|9]|1
418|2|5|9|7|6|1]|3
9(3|7(1(2|6|4|5]|8
516[1|3[8[4(9(|7]|2

Across Down

1 Winners of 2018 World Cup (6) |1 City that's home to the

4 Which Roman region is now European Central Bank (9)

known as Romania (5) 2 Are the hills alive with music in

8 SH Commonwealth country (9) | this country? (7)

9 City in Brittany (6) 3 Dianthus caryophyllus (9)

10 Godly person abbreviation (2) |4 - Lord & Father of Mankind (4)
12 County in NE Wales created in |° Long legged & necked bird (5)

1994 (10) 6 Gordon's cleaning product? (5)
14 Past of eat (3) 7 Pour fat over meat (5)

16 Band whose members included | 11 Shade of a colour (4)

Frida and Benny (4) 13 Christian Spring event (6)

17 Does eating this chocolate bar |14 On fire (6)

give you a... (5) 15 Thanks (2)

20 Capital of Piedmont, Italy (5) 17 A type of pen (4)

22 Educat_e () 18 Flying or sailing alone (4)
23 Opposite of don't (2) 19 French for 'cat' (4)
24 Popular festival held annually

21 Something strange in the sk
in Munich (11) 9s7and Y

perhaps initials (3)
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Isle of Wight Shed Fest 2019

s ngm@@wm@w
CHED

Wight Aviation Museum, Sandown Airport
The Island has become well -known for its
fabul ous festival s

a festival of a different kind is set
to rock the Island this summer

Isle of Wight Shed Fest is a free event hosted by the Wight

Aviation Museum at Sandown Airport, (home to one of the

Sheds), on Tuesday 9™ Ju |l vy, and wil |l be opel
High Sheriff, Geoff Underwood. It will bring together

Shedders from across the Island and the south of England, with

a host of live, local music, including musicians from the Acoustic
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Music Sheds, plus stalls, information stands and refreshments.

Festival goers will be able to find out more about the impact of
Sheds in the community, how to become a Shedder, how to set
up their own Sheds, and how Sheds have personally helped the
Shedders, and their communities. It will also be a good
opportunity to pick up some second hand tools at bargain prices!

Sheds are groups of men, working together to improve their own
social networks, health and wellbeing, and often support their
local communities through individual community projects. The
Island currently has 14 Sheds which were facilitated by Age UK
Isle of Wight (funded by the National Lottery Community Fund),
plus 2 additional, independent Sheds.

The | slandbés Sheds are some of tt
has its own identity and theme, including music, woodwork,
engineering, gardening and history.

Isle of Wight Shed Fest will be on
Tuesday 9 ™ July from 12:00 to 18:00

Admission is Free

To find out more, please contact Lois Prior (the Men In
Sheds Co-ordinator) on (525282 or alternatively
email shedfest@ageukiw.org.uk

You can also find out more about all of our Men's Sheds and
discover your local shed here:

www.ageuk.org.uk/isleofwight/activities -and-events/isle -of -
wight -shed-fest -2019/
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Dates For Your Diary @

Day Date Time Detalils
Mon [1% July  |14:00|Craft Group

Tue [2" July |19:30|United Prayer with local churches

sat 6™ Jul 14:30 \Wedding of Terrance and Karen
Y 117:30|Beach Baptisms
Sun 7" July Lionheart picnic launch

Mon [8" July  |10:00 |Prayer Group for the Persecuted Church

11:00 \Worship at Tile House
Fri (12" July |14:00 Worship at Firbank
19:30El der s’ Meeting

Sat (13" July Home and Away Day

Sun [14™ July |10:30 Speaker - Heath Monaghan, Aspire

Mon [15" July |18:30 |Craft Group

Thu [18™ July |19:30|Church Meeting

Sat (20" July |15:30|Messy Church

Sun (21 July |10:30|Speaker - Simon Morris, Norway/Wales

Thu [25™ July |09:30|Open The Book training event

Fri [26™ July |14:00 |Worship at Springfield

Sun (28" July |10:30|Encounter Café Service

Wed|7" Aug  |19:00 |Shanklin Carnival - outreach

Sat 10" Aug |15:00|Free Tea Event at St Paul's Vicarage

Sun 25" Aug |12:30|Picnic at Big Meade
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Church Contact Directory

Minister : Rev Brian Harley
* 10 Dracaena Gardens, Shanklin PO37 7JQ
( 01983 862485
brianharley58@gmail.com

Secretary : Rob Wightman
( 01983 864509
: robinwightman@aol.com

Treasurer : Colin Tamcken
( 01983 865523

Bookshop: John and Joan Dunkley
( 01983 862220
johndfrend@aol.com

Prayer Chain :
( 01983 865181Hazel

( 01983 863850Jean

*kk

Editor : Christopher Sparks
sparks_family@btopenworld.com

Please note that the DEADLINE for contributions
for the next magazine is:

Sunday 21 July 2019
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Please check the weekly notice sheet for full details

Sunday Services
Morning  10:30 Worship for the whole church family

¢ Holy Communion on 1* Sunday of each month

(@]

All Age Worship is on last Sunday of each month

(@]

Junior Church, except on the last Sunday of the
month, with various age groups

C Acréeche is available at the back of church
Evening 19:30 Open Air Worship at Rylstone Gardens

Weekday Activities

Tuesday 12:00 Snack Lunch
13:00 Bible Bite ministry, finishing at 13.45
14:00 Prayer Meeting
19:30 Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 10:00 Coffee, Bowls & Banter
Thursday 12:45-14:30 Catygrpillars
Parent & Child Activity Session
Friday 10:00-12:00 Catygpillars

Parent & Child Activity Session

Housegroups - Various daytime and evening groups meet for Bible
study, fellowship and prayer

Please note: Monday is Brian’s day off

Shanklin URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance
www.shanklinurc.co.uk Registered Charity No. 1130459
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