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The Link - March 2020 

Time to Reflect, Repent and Reorder 

our Lives 

We enter the Christian season of Lent on Ash Wednesday, 26 
February, leading up the biggest festival of the Year – the 
celebration of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ – known as 
Easter.  

This is a season of preparation as we traditionally give things up in 
order to focus on all that Jesus gave up for us. It is a time for 
reflection and that should hopefully lead on to repentance. As we 
gaze into the mirror of God’s Word we will hopefully see ourselves 
much more as God sees us. James writes that there will be blessing 
for “whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives 
freedom” (1:22-25). 

I spoke on 16
th
 February about finding freedom in Christ – The truth 

will set you free - from John 8. Do have a listen online at 
www.shanklinurc.co.uk/sermons.htm or on a CD if you missed that 
week. We need to discover that real sense of freedom which is 
promised to followers of Jesus as we face up to our shortcomings 
and get right with God, knowing that he gives us all we need to 
overcome temptation and sin – and he still forgives us when we get 
things wrong. The cross of Jesus is the sign of that victory over 
darkness, evil, sin and death. Hallelujah! 

Paul says in Romans 8:2: “through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit 
who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.”  

As we spend time with God and get 
things better in focus we come into the 
light and can repent of our sins and 
discover the weight being lifted. Only 
when the plumb line is held against us 
will we find out how out of line we are!! 
(Amos 7:7-8)  

http://www.shanklinurc.co.uk/sermons.htm
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The challenge is then to re-order our priorities and realign our lives 
with the life and example of Jesus. The call is to walk in his way and 
be the light of the world – reflecting his one true light to others. 

May God bless you as you seek him over the coming weeks. Let’s 
all make it count as we grow as disciples together.... 

With love and best wishes, 

PS For Your Prayers... 

I will be attending the Dunamis Fellowship 
Britain & Ireland Annual Meeting on 5

th
 - 

6
th
 March in Northampton where I am 

leading worship.   

URC Wessex Synod meets on Saturday 14
th
 March 

at Winchester United church  

I will also be in London on Thursday 
19

th
 March for Evangelical Alliance 

Council Prayer Gathering  

Next Church Meeting 

Our Annual Church Meeting is on 

Thursday 26
th

 March at 19:30 

Teas and Coffees will be served from 19:00 

All members and regular worshippers are encouraged to come 
along and be involved in our church family business, including the 
election of Elders. Please make an effort to come and take your part 
as we seek God’s guidance together in planning our work and 
ministry. 
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Around 50 of us enjoyed Sunday lunch at the Harrow Lodge Hotel 
last month. If you’d be interested in having an occasional lunch there 
with church friends do talk to Mike and Jane. A few folk are also 
enjoying going to the Copper Kettle just up the High Street. See 
details of the two breakfasts coming up soon on page 15 

We are sad to bring news of the death of Edith 
Grant who had been in care for over a year at 
Blackwater Mill Residential Home. A service of 
Thanksgiving is being held at the church on 
Tuesday 3 March at 14:30. Do come along and 
support the family if you are able. Our prayers 
are with Martin and his daughters Emma and 
Claire and their families. Edith and Martin moved 
to the Island in 1994 and she has been a faithful 
member of our congregation over these many 
years. Andy G’s father, John, had emergency surgery in 
Southampton but sadly passed away, peacefully and without 
regaining consciousness, after his life support was withdrawn. 
Please uphold Andy and his brother.  

Val D was taken ill before Christmas and is now at home but not 
able to get out without support. She sends her love and greetings to 
everyone and hopes to be out and about again soon. Please also 
continue to uphold Rita and Dave as Rita is about to start a 
challenging phase of her treatment.  

Our prayers are with Lou’s son Josh and his wife Georgina who are 
both in the army at Aldershot. They sadly lost their baby recently. 
Ben, out in India, had serious back pain which led to an operation 
recently. This went well and he is recovering slowly and our prayers 
are with him and with Karen and Mariella as they all emerge from 
this challenging time.  We continue to pray for Ceci, Thelma, Janine 
and Chris S who all have on-going health issues.  
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Connection Quiz 

1. What is the supposed mode of transport for witches? 

2. What car was designed by Alec Issigonis? 

3. What dog breed can include the types, 

standard and toy? 

4. What is the writing/drawing implement that 

has graphite in the middle? 

5. And what is the connection between the 

answers to questions 1 - 4? 

Answers are on Page 39 

Safeguarding Training  

Saturday 2nd May 2020  

Shanklin URC 

Dave W and I would like to invite you personally to a training day 
taking place at Shanklin URC. The poster in the church lobby gives 
more details of the day. 

Ruth White from Synod is coming to speak to and with us about 
safeguarding. You will be aware of the importance of ensuring the 
safety of those we encounter, particular those who are young or 
vulnerable. 

We would encourage you to attend if possible, particularly if you are 
currently involved in ministries with children, young people or 
vulnerable adults. 

It will be a great day of learning and fellowship! 

Robin & Dave 
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Shanklin URC Bookshop 
Each year new books are published for use during Lent. One of 

this yearõs new books is ôTo seek and to saveõ by Sinclair B 

Ferguson. You may not be familiar with his name but he has 

written around fifty books and has contributed to several 

others. He is originally from Scotland and he obtained a PhD at 

the University of Aberdeen before going on to be minister of a 

church in the Shetlands, later moving to be minister of a church 

in the centre of Glasgow. He has also been minister of a church 

in the USA and has been involved in teaching as well as preaching 

and writing. He has now moved back to his native Scotland. 

In õTo seek and to saveõ the author takes the reader on a journey 

through the second half of Lukeõs gospel. Beginning at chapter 9 

verse 51, Luke recounts details of Jesus on his final journey to 

Jerusalem and in Sinclair Fergusonõs book he invites the reader 

to travel along too, looking at the encounters Jesus has with a 

variety of individuals and groups of people during this journey. 

There are daily reflections for each day between Ash 

Wednesday and Easter Sunday. During the first full week of 

Lent the author considers conversations Jesus had along the way 

before going on to look at the path of discipleship, friends and 

enemies, towards the cross with the final weekõs reflections on 

the final destination on Jesusõ journey. The daily scripture 

readings and reflections are followed by brief questions to 

reflect on and there are spaces to record responses.(£6.99) 

Another book available for use during Lent is a book by Amy 

Boucher Pye called ôThe Living Crossõ with a subtitle of ôExploring 

Godõs gift of forgiveness and new lifeõ.  It contains daily 

readings, reflections and prayers to cover the period of Lent 

with the aim of helping the reader experience the power of the 
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cross. At the end of each weekõs 

readings there are suggestions for 

spiritual exercises and questions for 

personal reflection (or group discussion 

if the book is being used in a group 

setting). In her book Amy uses Old 

Testament and New Testament biblical 

stories along with modern-day stories of 

wrongdoing and forgiveness, highlighting 

that our God is a forgiving God and that 

He also wants us to forgive each other.  

(£8.99) 

Please note this date to come and join the Property Team in giving 
the place a good clean.... 

Saturday 18th April from 10:00 ï 13:00  

In recent years we have had a great team working together for a 
morning sprucing up the whole place. We need to keep the facilities 
looking good! Please prepare to come with steps, cloths and 
buckets at the ready; the more the merrier.... and it can even be fun! 

Soup lunch together at the end... can someone offer to organise 
this for about 12:30, please speak to Malc or Robin 

Brian and Ajay will also be doing some bits of cleaning on Friday 20 
March if anyone would like to join them... from about 18:30 (stopping 
to pray at 20:20!). 
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óSanctify them by the 

truth; your word is truth. 

As you sent me into the 
world, I have sent them 
into the world.ô  

John 17: 17-18 

Over the past two months I have joined the ladies on a Thursday 
morning as they have worked the through the ‘Grace’ course from 
Freedom in Christ ministries. It is a wonderful reinforcement of what 
we have learned over the last year or so! 

There is another course that the Elders are looking at from FICM 
entitled Keys To Health, Wholeness, & Fruitfulness which we 
hope will cement this even further. The Friday evening House Group 
has just started on this so do talk to Ellen Robinson or others in the 
group to find out what it’s like. If you haven’t given any of these 
courses a try before, don’t worry, we will be running them again 
soon.  I do recommend coming along and seeing what it’s all about ~ 
I guarantee you won’t regret it.  

Last month we began to look at the “Amour of God” which Paul 
wrote to the Ephesians (and us) about. Having secured ourselves 
with the belt of truth let’s look at the next two pieces …  

Robin 

This is what Neil Anderson (founder of FICM) has to say … 

The Breastplate of Righteousness 

“Stand firm then … with the breastplate of righteousness in 
place” (Ephesians 6:14) 

The second piece of armour God has provided for us is the 
breastplate of righteousness. When you put on Christ at salvation, 
you are justified before our holy God. It's not your righteousness but 
Christ's ~ “through faith in

 
Christ – the righteousness that comes 

from God on the basis of faith.” (Philippians 3:9) 
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When Satan aims an arrow at you by saying, "You're not good 
enough to be a Christian," you can respond with Paul, "Who will 
bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God 

who justifies." (Romans 8:33)  

Your righteousness in Christ is your protection against Satan's 
accusations 

We rejoice in our position of righteousness in Christ, but we are well 
aware of our deeds of unrighteousness when we think, say, or do 
something apart from God. Standing firm in our righteousness 
requires us to live in continuous agreement with God ~ "if we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrighteousness." (1 John 1:9) 

Confession is different from saying "I'm sorry" or asking forgiveness. 
To confess (in the Greek homologeo) means to acknowledge or to 
agree. You confess your sin when you say what God says about it: "I 
entertained a lustful thought and that's a sin"; "I treated my spouse 
unkindly this morning and that was wrong"; "Pride motivated me to 
seek that board position and pride doesn't belong in my life." 

Satan makes confession as difficult for you as he can. He will try to 
convince you that it's too late for confession, that God has already 
erased your name out of the book of life. That's another one of his 
lies. You're in Christ; you're already forgiven. You are the 
righteousness of God in Christ and He will never leave you. Your 
confession of sin clears the way for the fruitful expression of 
righteousness in your daily life. Let us be like Paul, who said,  

"I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and 
man."  (Acts 24:16) 

Lord, I put on the breastplate of righteousness today and seek to 
maintain a blameless conscience before You and the people around 
me. 

The Shoes of Peace 

“with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel 
of peace.” (Ephesians 6:15) 
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When you receive Christ, you are united with the Prince of Peace. 
You have peace with God right now, but the peace of Christ must 
also rule in your heart if you are going to live victoriously, and that is 
possible only when you let the Word of Christ richly dwell in you 
(Colossians 3:15,16). The shoes of peace become protection 
against the divisive schemes of the devil when you act as a 
peacemaker among believers (Romans 14:19). Peacemakers bring 
people together, promoting fellowship and reconciliation. "Blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God." (Matthew 
5:9) 

Anyone can divide a fellowship, but it takes the grace of God to unite 
us in Him. Too many Christians insist on common doctrine as the 
basis for fellowship. They reason that if we don't think the same and 
believe the same, there is no basis for peace. But common doctrine 
isn't the basis for fellowship; common heritage is. We're all children 
of God. 

If you wait to fellowship with someone until you agree perfectly on 
every point of doctrine, you'll be the loneliest Christian on earth. 
Instead of insisting on the unity of the mind, preserve the unity of the 
Spirit by taking the initiative to be the peacemaker in your 
relationships (Ephesians 4:3). 

Some people like to play the devil's advocate in their relationships 
and churches. I ask, Why? He doesn't need any help! In His high 
priestly prayer, Jesus prayed, "I in them and you in me – so that they 
may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you 
sent me" (John 17:23). We have the promise that "the God of peace 
will soon crush Satan under your feet" (Romans 16:20). Ask God to 
use you to bring unity to your relationships by making you a 
peacemaker. 

Heavenly Father use me today to bring unity to Your family. Enable 
me to be a peacemaker. 

Neil Anderson, Freedom in Christ Ministries.  

Used by permission  
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We Welcome You to Join Us For 

Breakfast 
at Harrow Lodge Hotel   

08:30 

Saturday 28 th March (women)   

and  

Saturday 4 th April (men)  

'Full English' (vegetarian option available)  

with toast and a drink all served for £5.00  

See Poster at the Back of the Church  

and Sign Up!  

 
We will be paying on the day and are 
keen for everyone in the fellowship to 
attend so please do let Brian, Robin or 
Yvonne know if you need help with 

the cost. 
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What it means to me to follow Jesus ï the 

challenge of true discipleship..... 

The most significant step in my walk with God, having been a 
follower of Jesus for some years and having been baptised in the 
Holy Spirit, was when, at the age of 24, I went to Israel on a 
discipleship programme.   

It was a unique time.  We were small groups of 14-18 believers in 
each group, serving as volunteers on different kibbutzim for a year.  
The kibbutz movement (which has all but disappeared now) was a 
way of developing the barren land of Israel by communities of 
generally irreligious Jews who had returned from other nations in the 
world, some having survived the holocaust.  It was an amazing place 
to learn to be a disciple of Jesus!   

Many crucial foundation stones were laid in my walk with the Lord at 
that time, upon which I still stand.  I will share what I believe to be 
the four most important.  

The first is for me to spend daily time with Jesus, reading His 
Word and listening out for His voice and for His guidance.  The 
founder of Project Kibbutz used to say that daily time set aside 
doesn’t always mean we hear Him speaking loud and clear, but that 
God once told him – “when I want to speak, I know where to find 
you”.  When He seems silent, we are still being equipped with His 
Word.  Often, something I read in my quiet time is for later and the 
Lord brings it to mind to clarify some situation or to help someone 
else.  The most important thing about spending time with Him, 
though, is getting to know Him – and this takes a lifetime.  Jesus 
said, “And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.” (John 17:3) 

The second is to recognise that I am in the community of the 
Body of Christ.  Because we were in small teams, we couldn’t hide 
in pews (as we can in church) and we also couldn’t keep a mask on 
forever!  Plus, we came to realise that whether we like it or not, we 
are part of the Body of Christ and we do make a difference.  Some 
preferred being unnoticed and others preferred being in the limelight, 
but in a small group we learned the reality about being ourselves 
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and appreciating each other for who we were.  It came about 
through rubbing shoulders with one another – iron sharpening iron – 
that I experienced the truth of the fact that the Lord often uses others 
to crucify our flesh (Gal 2:20).  In fact, I even grew to learn that those 
I had the greatest problems with, brought about the greatest growth 
and change for the good, in me. 

The third is that my greatest witness to the world is how I love 
my brothers and sisters in the Body of Christ.  Apart from the 
fact that it was totally unappreciated and unacceptable to preach to 
the Jewish people on kibbutz in those early years (now it is much 
different), the mention of the name of Jesus, to a people, many of 
whom first heard the name of Jesus in the context that they were 
“Jesus killers”, was completely ineffective – in fact it deafened them 
even more to the things of God.  So, we had to witness with our 
lives.  Many times, we blew it.  It was also impossible to hide the fact 
that we often had huge differences to work through as a team, and 
that we were a very unlikely bunch of people put together from 
different countries and different lifestyles – in fact, we would never 
have chosen to be on a team together.  We couldn’t just change 
teams like we can change churches.  But what God did, as we 
worshipped and prayed together and worked out our differences was 
truly miraculous.  We genuinely grew to love each other – and it was 
THAT that impacted the kibbutzniks the most!  Jesus told His 
disciples that the world would know that we are His disciples, by our 
love for one another.  That means our most effective witness is not 

in saying we are Christians but in our genuine love for each other. 

The fourth is that I have agreed to follow Jesus wherever He 
should lead ï no matter what the cost.  This ‘following’ does not 
mean ‘following at a distance’ – it is more like walking hand in hand 
with Him or, as Jesus said, being yoked with Him.  For this, I mustn’t 
walk too fast, which is my tendency (in my latter years, the Lord has 
brought my husband into my life, who has extremely good brakes!) 
or too slowly (which I also do in some situations!)  He doesn’t want 
to command me from a distance, He literally wants me to walk step 
by step with Him – what better fellowship could I have than that? 

When I first said, “I surrender all”, I obviously didn’t know what this 
would mean further down the road, or what it would cost!  But time 
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and again He has proven Himself to be faithful.  He is always there, 
even in the darkest night.  He always proves that His heart towards 
me is completely full of love.  He is exceedingly good and He does, 
in fact, know best.  And as someone put it: “When we see the Lord 
face to face, we will be so grateful for all the hard times we have 
been through, because those have made us more like Jesus”.    

I still benefit from these foundations, as I continue to learn and grow 
in my faith, being challenged and tested and refined.  Being His 
disciple means that I am continuing to get to know Jesus more and 
that He is still working on me as I walk through life.  As John the 
Baptist said, “He must increase, and I must decrease.” 

Melodie 

ñGetting to know you?ò 

At the recent excellent day on Saturday, 15
th

 February exploring 
Church Life, Missions and Ministry we were asked the question, 
“How well do we really know each other?”  A good question - in a 
congregation of our size it might not be possible to get to know 
everyone in depth and even when we have refreshments after the 
service, there is only so much time to talk to more than a few 
people! 

The recent lunch at Harrow Lodge and gatherings for breakfast, 
shared lunches, Bible Bite lunchtimes and Christmas and Easter 
times of fellowship over meals are valuable times and our Lord 
Jesus Himself was often to be found sharing meals with His 
followers and those reaching out for one another.  

Would you welcome the opportunity to go to Harrow Lodge for 
Sunday lunch for a 2 course lunch at a special rate (including a free 
drink) perhaps a few times during the year for the opportunity to 

build the feeling of being Family? 

There will be a list at the back of the Church – do sign if you are 
interested and also to say how frequently you would appreciate such 
a gathering.  We do hope we might arrange something for later in 
March.  Do also ask if you’d like more details 

Blessings, Jane H 
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How Bible Society is Helping to Rekindle a Love 

for Scripture in Jordan  

ï 'Eye Witness Report' 
(taken from Bible-a-month 
Newsletter of Feb/Mar 2020) 

Having battled through the Wednesday evening traffic, our journey 
punctuated by the occasional blare of a car horn, we arrived at a 
church in an ancient town to the south-west of Amman in Jordan.  
Stepping out of the car, I marvelled at the impressive, beautifully-lit 
edifice with its frescoes and stained-glass windows. 

I was 2,300 miles from home, but going through the gates and 
stepping onto the church concourse felt just like home.  Mixed groups 
in their 20’s and 30’s clustered around greeting each other with hugs, 
talking excitedly, catching up on each other’s news.  I felt a familiar 
sense of warmth and fellowship. 

This would be a heartening sight anywhere in the world, but it’s 
particularly encouraging here.  Christians make up only 3% of the 
population in Jordan and although there is religious freedom for 
Christians to practise their faith, there’s been a long-standing trend of 
young adults abandoning the faith.  

‘their experience of church didn’t seem to answer the questions they 
had; many felt they didn’t have a personal relationship with the Lord,’ 
explained Rama from our team in Jordan. 

Started back in 2013, the focus of the ‘Truth for the Youth’ project is 
on rekindling a love for the Scriptures and providing the tools needed 
to understand and live by it. 

Thanks to your generous gifts, the project is able to resource a whole 
range of opportunities such as an evangelistic summer camp follow-
up discipleship events, ‘faith booster’ days and leadership training for 
youth leaders. 

Six years into the project, the ‘good news group’ I attended is 
evidence of the fruitfulness of this approach. 

The Bible study started out as a small Monday night gathering but 
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grew so big that a second one now takes place on Wednesdays. 

Soon we were filing into the church and getting comfortable in the 
pews. I was struck by the stripped-back and authentic nature of the 
evening, free from gimmicks attempting to tap into popular culture. 

Haya, who rums this group with her husband, led us in prayer and 
worship alongside a guitarist.  Rama translated for me as Haya’s 
husband shared the gospel.  He spoke of the value of the cross, the 
power of the crucifixion of Jesus and his resurrection. ’These are not 
just historical incidents,’ he said ‘But something that brings real 
transformation.  Our sin was carried to the cross and crucified!’ 

Going back to Numbers 21 and the story of Moses lifting up the bronze 
snake so that the Israelites could look to it and be saved, he traced this 
idea through the New Testament in the Gospel of John and the letters 
tot eh Corinthians and Colossians.  Jesus, the son of man, was lifted 
up. ‘Will we turn to him and be saved?’ came the simple appeal. 

The talk was lengthy and deep. Everyone listened intently with Bibles 
out. Some scribbled in notebooks and there was plenty of laughter too.  

It’s thanks to your support Bible a Month and the dedication of our 
team in Jordan in that thousands of young Christians are growing 
deeper roots and maturing in their faith.  

We finished with more songs which Rama explained were all about 
what Jesus achieved on the cross.  I wished I could understand the 
Arabic on the projector screen and join in with the singing!  But the 
lyrics of How deep the father’s love for us were swirling round in my 
head and I sang them in my heart   

Afterwards, chatting enthusiastically with some of the group, I asked if 
they knew that song and sang it.  The guitarist asked if I knew How 
great is our God and there started an impromptu worship session in 
Arabic and English, segueing into Above all power, above all kings.  It 
was incredible! 

Thank you so much foe your support, which is making this work 
possible.  Please pray for these young people and ask God to use 
them as mighty witnesses in their country. 

Bible-a-month Club is an amazing way to provide the scriptures to 
those who do not either have access to them or the resources to buy a 
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Bible. There are leaflet resources to buy a Bible.  There are leaflets 
about this special ministry on the trolley- might this be something 
God is putting on your heart to support? 

Source: Bible Society  

An Attitude of Gratitude! 

Although Love Russia is no longer based on the Isle of Wight, we 
do still receive a few copies of their bi-monthly magazine. 

In their current February/March edition they are again launching 
their Lent Appeal and Gratitude Calendar.  This is such a great 
idea with a sentence to reflect on what it means to be growing up as 
an orphan, orphan mum or others in crisis in Russia today and then 
a possible response for each day of Lent, for example: 

Read and reflect: Orphans have no-one they can rely on or turn to 
in difficult times. 

Response: Give 30p, if you have someone you know is always 

there for you, someone you call a good friend. 

Read and reflect: Providing shies foe all the family’s growing feet is 
extremely difficult when incomes in Russia are so low. 

Response: Give 10p for each new pair of shoes you’ve bought/
been bought during the last year. 

Perhaps instead of giving up chocolates etc, this year during Lent 
(or as well as!) you could use the Lent Gratitude Calendar to look 
at ways we can be grateful for our blessings and give as we 
remember the people Love Russia help, who are coping with 
disabilities, poverty, trauma and abandonment. 

I am hoping to use the calendar myself and would be happy to send 
any donations to Love Russia – I will get extra copies of the Lent 
Gratitude Calendar for anyone who would like to share in this 
fantastic idea – hopefully these will be on the trolley in the Church in 
time for the beginning of Lent on Wednesday 26

th
 February  

Jane H  

Source: Love Russia  
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A snack lunch is available from 12:00 
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Christians Working Together in Shanklin 

Evening Worship 

The programme for March is as follows: 

1
st
 18:30 Methodist Church, Regent Street  

8
th
 18:30 Shanklin URC 

15
th
 18:30 St Blasius Church, Church Road  

22
nd

 18:30 St Saviour-on-the-Cliff, Queens Road 

29
th
  18:30 Sacred Heart Church Hall, Atherley Road 

ñHow good and pleasant it is when Godôs people  
live together in unityò 

CWTiS Urgently Needs a New Treasurer 

The accounts are quite simple with only a small amount of activity so 
anyone with a basic grasp of banking would be able to hand this 
small task. Do please pray that someone will come forward and offer 
very soon. 

Quiz Evening 

- The Inter-Church Shanklin Egg Heads.  

Six teams slugged it out on a fun evening last month run 
by Ian Faulkner. The coveted trophy was won by a team 
from the Methodist church, augmented by a couple of folk 
from Sacred Heart Church. 

Sermons Online 

Don’t forget that sermons, and readings, are posted on our website 
(www.shanklinurc.co.uk/sermons.htm) within a week or so of the 
service. You can also pick up a CD from the back of the church 
which includes much of each service. 

http://www.shanklinurc.co.uk/sermons.htm
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Copies of the new look 
GEAR Magazine Spring 
edition are available in the 
lobby – free of charge. Do 

pick up a copy and read about 
the challenge of making more 
disciples.  www.gear.org.uk  

 

 

 

Sunday 29th March from 10:30 

A Café style meeting place to drop in  

and enjoy some refreshments  

Spring Into Life!! 

– led by Andy Hough 

...a relaxed time of Friendship, Fun, Food and 

exploring Faithé with craft, songs, challenges, 

prayersé 

EVERYONE is welcome ð bring a friend 
And the Easter HOPE Magazines  

will soon be available to hand to friends  

http://www.gear.org.uk
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Each Week On Tuesdays 

¶ 14:00 - For an hour after the lunchtime Bible Meetings 

¶ 19:30 - Evening prayer meeting 

Do join us at either time whenever you can 

Bring & Share Lunch and Prayer  

Sunday 1
st
 March at 12:30 

Please bring along some food to share and we will continue with a 
time of prayer together  

Prayer Group for the Persecuted Church 

On the second Monday of each month at 10:00 

Prayer for Israel 

On the  2
nd

 and 4
th
 Fridays at 14:00 

Prayer 2020 

Everyone is encouraged to pray at 20:20 on the  

20
th

 of each month in 2020 for 20 minutes! 

Pray that God will give many opportunities to speak about Christ      
 Colossians 4:3 

Pick up a card to remind you...  
it’s on a Friday this month! 
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Gladness and Generosity 

In January Brian spoke on this theme from 2 Corinthians 9: 
6-16 and I thought it might be useful to summarise the talk 
for The Link. 

When we begin to think about giving a good place to start is with the 
words of King David: 

“the earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it”  
(Psalm 24:1) 

“who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as 
generously as this? … and we have given you only what comes from 

your hand.”  
(1 Chronicles 29:14) 

It Is So Liberating to Know That All We Have Is Godôs 

How we use our resources is a significant part of our discipleship ~ 
what does it mean for us as disciples today to “Walk the Way” of 
Jesus. Do we stand out as followers of Christ? 

In 2 Corinthians Paul is collecting together for the brothers & sisters 
in need and asking the Corinthians to release some of their 
resources. There are 3 useful principles for us today ~  

Firstly ~ God loves a cheerful giver: Paul asks them to give not 
reluctantly nor under compulsion but joyfully as they support one 
another. This reflects the picture in Acts 2 “

 
the believers were 

together and had everything in common … giving to anyone who 
had need” ~ we need to have generous, outgoing hearts, just as 
Jesus has. 

Secondly ~ Decide in your heart what to give: there is no formula 
for how much, we should take time and pray for wisdom before 
making a heart decision, not in compulsion but in love. Each of us 
should consider what we are giving and what God is saying to us …. 

Tithing is a biblical principle (giving the first 10%) but this alone is not 
necessarily the right amount. Dependent upon the resources God 
has provided to each of us some might be able to give 
proportionately more than others. It is important that we seek to be 
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generous as well as cheerful givers. 

At SURC we receive and spend more than £1000 each week**. 
Although our regular giving has fallen a little over the past 2 years, 
we have had one-off donations topping us up. Some 92% of our 
income comes from regular and committed giving by individual 
members and adherents of the fellowship. This is amazing and we 
should all be thankful to God for His provision! 

We do need regular, committed giving to sustain our ministry. At the 
beginning of the new year, your elders would like to ask you to pray 
and ask God how much you should be giving. 

And thirdly ~ You reap what you sow: this is NOT prosperity 
teaching, there is no direct link between giving and bank balances! 
However, there is a correlation in life between what you give and 
what you get back. We must remember that the Lord supplies all our 
needs. As Paul tells the Corinthians, “God is able to bless you 
abundantly”. Our obedience to Christ does not mean we are going to 
be driving a Rolls Royce, but what we invest in our church we get 
back many times over as we enjoy fellowship together. 

We should not adopt a “consumer” mentality (we will never be 
satisfied) but a “generous” one and give freely. We will then learn the 
truth of Jesus’ words “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive” (Acts 20:35). We have all experienced the joy on someone’s 
face when we have met a need! 

Trust Jesus ~ Walk His Way 

At the end of Brian’s talk, Sheilagh prayed & we sang a song. I think 
it is well worth reflecting on the words, especially of the final verse. 

Sheilaghôs Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for all that you have given us, so 
many blessings that we cannot begin to count them. We pray that 
you would develop in us a giving heart that glorifies you and a 
cheerful heart that desires to give back to you a small measure of 
the overabundance that you have poured into our lives … May we 
with one accord become, in heart, deed and spirit, true followers of 
our Lord, the Servant King. 
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‘Simple Livingô 

by Stuart Townend, Keith & Kristyn Getty 
Copyright © 2011 Thankyou Music CCLI Song Number: 5933552 

A rich young man came to ask of Christ: 
“Good teacher, will you tell me, 
What must I do for eternal life? 
I’ve kept your laws completely.” 
“Sell all you have, give to the poor, 
Then heaven’s treasure shall be yours.” 
How hard for those who are rich on earth 
To gain the wealth of heaven. 

Now Jesus sat by the offering gate 
As people brought their money: 
The rich they filled the collection plate; 
The widow gave a penny. 
“Now she’s outgiven all the rest – 
Her gift was all that she possessed.” 
Not what you give but what you keep 
Is what the King is counting. 

O teach me Lord to walk this road, 
The road of simple living; 
To be content with what I own 
And generous in giving. 
And when I cling to what I have 
Please wrest it quickly from my grasp; 
I’d rather lose all the things of earth 
To gain the things of heaven. 

A Songs of Fellowship Worship Resource 
CCL Licence number: 40715 

** if you would like to know more about this you could read the 
church annual accounts or just ask Colin or Robin, 

Robin 

The sermon (from 19
th
 January) is available to listen to at 

www.shanklinurc.co.uk/sermons.htm 

http://www.shanklinurc.co.uk/sermons.htm
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Programme of Events The Bay Alzheimer Café 2020 

25 Mar What else helps? Nature Therapy - Drumming  
 (Dr Kim Brown) 

22 Apr Understanding fear and anger - the 'lion' emotion  
 (Maggie Bennett) 

27 May Choosing a Care Home (Maggie Bennett) 

24 Jun Why Life Stories Matter - Carisbrooke Museum 
 (Carisbrooke Castle Museum Volunteers) 

22  Jul Living with Dementia: Planning for the Future & Lasting 
 Powers of Attorney  (Melissa Reeds, Glanvilles Damant) 

26 Aug Communication - how do we stay connected  
 (Barry Jackman) 

23 Sep Stress - why does it sneak up on you?  (Barry Jackman) 

28 Oct Understanding Grieving and Guilt (Maggie Bennett) 

25 Nov Christmas Café/Living with dementia:  
 Dementia Friendly Environments & visuoperceptual  changes  
 (Maggie Bennett) 

No Café in December 

The Bay Café (Sandown, Shanklin & Lake) takes place on the 4
th
 

Wednesday of each month between 14:00 and 16:00 @ The 
Broadway Centre, 1 Broadway, Sandown PO36 9GG 

Alzheimer Café  

This is a meeting place giving informal 
education about dementia, and advice, 
guidance and signposting to other services. We 
welcome people with dementia, their families, 
carers, professionals and to people with an 
interest in dementia.  

Newcomers very welcome, no need to book just come 

along.  
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Faith and Danger  

What would we do if faith put us in danger? 

This is the question posed in the new Open Doors leaflet featuring 
the highest Top Ten of the 50 countries where Christians face the 
most extreme persecution and places where Christians pay the 
highest price for following Jesus.  Places where daily, they face 
harassment, insults and abuse.  Where they could be beaten, 
imprisoned or even killed.  Where they dare to share Jesus, no 
matter what the cost. 

260 million Christians face these choices every day. 

What would we do if our faith made us toxic? 

Tara (not her real name) is an 11 year old girl from North India. 
When she became a Christian, her family decided to punish her.  
“You are a shame to the family,” her parents said. “Our 
community detests us because you go to church”  

They treated her as though she were a dangerous infection.  As 
though she were toxic. They refused to speak to her or eat the 
food that she had cooked.  

“Nobody comes to my room and nobody touches me or looks at 
me,” she said.  Her well-off family stopped paying her school 
fees or living costs, so Tara had to find work. “It’s difficult 
because I am very young, but I find something and earn some 
money for my survival.” 

Now, thanks to Open Doors supporters, her life has changed.  
Open Doors partners found her a place in a good school with a 
hostel.  Some of the staff members are Christian and are looking 
after her. 

She said, “I am very thankful for all your help, now I can 
concentrate on my studies. I do not have to struggle to earn 
money for my survival.”  And she refuses to give up her faith. “I 
know that Jesus is the true God.  I can never substitute Him for 
anything.  Nothing can compare to the peace I have received in 
Him.” 
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Millions of Christians around the world are treated like Tara - 
shamed and excluded by their families because they follow 
Christ.  We can be their family.  We can help them find a home. 

Find out more at www.opendoorsuk.org 

May God give us the courage to follow Jesus, no matter the cost and 
as the song says, “I have decided to follow Jesus, no turning back, 
no turning back.” 

Do take a copy of the Faith and 
Danger Leaflet/Map of the World 
Watch list 2020 Top 10 (on the table in 
the lobby). 

Do look out for the Open Doors 
Booklet with detailed information of the 
top 50 countries on the World Watch 
List 2020.  This will be available we 
hope sometime later this month. 
However, details of all the countries on 
the list are available to read now online 
at: https://worldwatch.opendoorsuk.org/
persecution/world-watch-list/  

North Korea is at the top of the World 
Watch List and has been since 2002. 

Our next meeting will be on Monday 9
th

 March – 10:00 for 10:30.  
Do join us if you can and we thank God for the freedoms we have as 
a nation, may we also make the choice to support however we can, 
those who are following Jesus, no matter the danger, no matter the 
cost. 

There will be as usual the wonderfully informative and faith-building 
resources and prayer materials which we receive regularly on the 
table in the porch – do help yourself 

With loving greetings in Jesus from the Prayer Group for the 
Persecuted Church.  

Source: Open doors  

http://www.opendoorsuk.org
https://worldwatch.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/world-watch-list/
https://worldwatch.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/world-watch-list/
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Letter from Kalasa 

Warm greeting to all members of Shanklin URC.  Gertrude and I, 
together with Kalasa Junior School staff always give thanks to God 
for all Shanklin URC members for standing in the gap, tirelessly 
keeping your hands up praying for the success and development of 
Kalasa Junior School.  I extend my sincere gratitude to all of you for 
the financial support you always generously give to Kalasa Junior 
School, through which we have been able to come to the end of our 
school academic year 2019 successfully.  We also thank God that 
our children have portrayed a wonderful performance this year and 
we hope to see the same even in the next year 2020.  

School Developments and Challenges: 

There is an organization called Roll out the Barrel (RoTB) based in 
Isle of Wight managed by Adrian Brewer. I do not know him 
personally but it is our twin daughter Doreen who knows him very 
well and she has been working with him for a couple of years, 
developing schools, distributing mosquito nets and water barrels in 
various communities and schools in Luwero district. I really do not 
know how Doreen came to know Adrian but time came when Doreen 
requested Adrian to construct and build a standard and up-to-date 
pit latrine for Kalasa School just to appreciate her 
services.  Amazingly Adrian positively responded to Doreen's 
request and he sent someone to Kalasa from UK by the name of 
Dominic who supervised the work from digging the pit to completion 
of the building. He also supervised the renovations to all school 
buildings, provided 4 plastic water tanks and fixed metallic doors and 
windows on Shanklin block 1.  

Our school development committee met last week and agreed that 
though we still need a number of things like desks to start with next 
year, the GBP375  (Ugx1.716.000) you sent last month for Kalasa 
School, be used to erect a school kitchen since it was the most felt 
need at the moment. To make it we need more blocks, river and lake 
sand, cement, timber, wire and roofing nails, doors and windows and 
corrugated iron sheets. Though it is not enough at all, we can start 
with that small and then grow big as time goes by.  I promise to 
update you on every step we take. However, next year we are 
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planning to put up buildings for staff quarters because currently we 
suffer a lot renting rooms for staff members and rooms around the 
school are very expensive.  We need also to fence the school and 
this is one of the things the Government wants us to do.  

Church Ministry: 

Kalasa Reformed Presbyterian Church is spiritually and numerically 
growing. People love God and rejoice whenever they meet; glorifying 
Him for the great and mighty things He does in their lives.  They 
have bought plastic chairs for the church and contributed towards 
fixing coloured pane glasses in the windows and doors of the church 
building.  The building looks so nice and manifests the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Pastor Denis Gumisiriza is assisting me in the 
pastoral work with two Church Elders, three Deacons and one 
Deaconess.  

Our daughter Justine Wasiyo is pastoring our branch Church at 
Bukekete with Pastor Martin Katende, a distance of five kilometers 
from Kalasa.  The church there is also doing well though there are 
some inevitable challenges. The church at Namakata and one at 
Kangave led by Pastor Samuel Senyonyi and Pastor James Buule 
respectively are also doing well though they are still meeting in 
temporary shelters, waiting for God’s providence to build permanent 
church buildings.  Indeed the Lord has given us the grace of serving 
him and we thank him for that.  

Gertrude is fine but with a lot of assignments - she has to teach, to 
look after the garden, to take care of the piggery project as well as 
our home. She flows in Proverbs 31:10-27. I wonder whether 
reading books is contagious because when Gertrude sees me 
reading books and doing course work, she picks the interest of going 
back to college next year for a degree in Nursery 
Teaching.  Nevertheless, I have done my 1st degree in theology and 
now I have started pursuing Master’s degree.  Things have not been 
easy at all just because of reading a number of books and doing 
research. Course work has been a big problem on my side, 
spending sleepless nights reading and writing in order to hand in the 
work in a short given time but, all is good in Jesus name.  English 
people say ‘If you stop learning; you stop leading.’ 
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Island Events and News 

Pick up all the Island Christian news at: 
www.wightchurch.net  
Sign up for the free fortnightly e-newsletter. 

*** 

Pray the Wight  

Following a brilliant gathering in October, the next Island prayer 
event is coming up on Friday 27

th
 March at True Vine Church, 

above the Slug & Lettuce in Newport High Street.  

Come and share in prayer for our Island community and the church’s 
mission.  

Pick up a flyer for details and try and offer lifts.  

*** 

And, coming up in July,,,  

The first Christian Music & Worship Festival for years 

3
rd

 - 5
th

 July  

The County Show Ground  

Tickets are available now on the website:  
https://lionheartfestival.co.uk   

Your support and prayers would be much appreciated by the 
team. 

Our church has made a couple of substantial donations to help with 
the set up costs. 

http://www.wightchurch.net
https://lionheartfestival.co.uk
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Shanklin URC Craft Group 

Programme 

March to April 2020 

14:00 - 16:00 

Monday 2nd March:  Easter card making with Miriam 

Monday 16th March Own projects/preparations for Messy 

 Church 

Monday 6th April Box making 

Monday 20th April Own projects 

All are welcome, come and join us for a cuppa, do your own 

projects, join in with one of ours or just have a chat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñAre you OK?òé ñReally?ò  

é looking after yourself and othersé 

Donôt forget to sign up on the list at the back of the church if 

you would be interested in finding out more é  

Yvonne & Robin 
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Vietnamese Christians Severely Beaten After 
Their Conversion 

Six year old Phouc is recovering from a coma after being attacked 
because her parents converted to Christianity. 

Phouc* was hit on the head and punched so severely in the stomach 
that she lost her appetite and constantly vomited. She became very 
ill and had severe head and stomach pain and had to be rushed to 
hospital where she fell into a coma for a month. After a month she 
recovered but was unable to recognise her parents or remember the 
incident. 

The brutal attack came shortly after Phouc’s parents were beaten 
and forcibly dragged them out of their village in Northern Vietnam 
using ropes tied to their hands. Her father Nguyen and his wife had 
recently stopped the village practice of ancestor worship and 
become Christians. The local authorities and the whole village had 
become very angry with their decision to change their religion. 

The angry villagers shouted at them to deny their faith but they 
refused. For more than two hours they were mocked, tied with ropes 
and severely beaten while being dragged over rocky ground towards 
the entrance of the village, forcing them to leave. Members of their 
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church took them to a nearby hospital where they were treated for 
three days. 

Nguyen's pastor talked to the local authorities and asked that 
Nguyen and his family be allowed back to their village. When they 
returned they said that every day was “a torture”. The villagers 
continuously threatened and cursed them because of their new 
found faith in Christ. 

Vietnam is number 20 on the Open Doors World Watch List, the 
annual ranking of the top 50 countries where it is most difficult to be 
a Christian. The Communist government monitors Christian activity 
and exercises a high level of pressure on all Christians. It is 
particularly suspicious of the ethnic minorities who live in the central 
and northern highlands. Tribal leaders will often exclude Christians 
and new converts from the community, seeing them as traitors of 
their culture and identity. 

Christians from ethnic minority groups face the greatest persecution, 
which includes harassment, violent attacks and social exclusion. 
Villagers collude with local Communist authorities, beating believers, 
kicking them out of their villages and stoning places of worship 
during meetings. Non-Christian relatives cut family ties and deny 
inheritance. Local and national government authorities persecute the 
Christian minority through their laws, and Christian bloggers and 
political activists have been arrested and sentenced. 

Open Doors supports the church in Vietnam through providing Bibles 
and other Christian literature, training, socio-economic development, 
advocacy and relief aid to tribal believers. 

*Name changed for security reasons 

Source: Open Doors 
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Foodbank 

IoW Foodbank are short of the following items: 

¶ Milk 

¶ Rice 

¶ Juice 

¶ Tinned spaghetti 

¶ Sponge pudding. 

Any donations, whether placed in a supermarket receptacle or the 
crate at the back of church would be gratefully received. 

Another great family fun event coming soon...  
 

Saturday 4
th

 April 

15:30 ï 17:30  
Free fun for all the 
family  
- no unaccompanied 

children please 

ï a special time for families to explore  

the meaning of Easter. 

There will be several craft activities to choose 
from followed by a short celebration with 
songs, prayers and a Bible story, and then 
some hot food together. 

You are welcome to just 
turn up on the day. Come 
as a family; bring the 

grandchildren along – any combination is fine! 
Enjoy it together.  
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Dates For Your Diary 

Day Date Time Details 

Sun 1
st
 Mar 12:30 Bring & Share Lunch and Prayer  

Mon 2
nd

 Mar 14:00 Craft Group (see page 31) 

Tue 3
rd

 Mar 
13:00 
14:30 

Lent Series begins (see page 20) 
Thanksgiving Service for Edith Grant 

Sun 8
th
 Mar 

10:30 
18:30 

Guest Speaker - Peter Dawson 
Evening Shared Worship at URC 

Mon 9
th
 Mar 10:00 Prayer Group for the Persecuted Church 

Fri 13
th
 Mar 

11:00 
14:00 
14:00 
19:30 

Worship at Tile House 
Prayer for Israel (downstairs) 
Worship at Firbank 
Elders’ Meeting 

Sun 15
th
 Mar 10:30 Guest Speaker - Rev James Cook 

Mon 16
th
 Mar  14:00 Craft Group 

Fri 20
th
 Mar 20:20 Pray for 20 minutes! 

Sat 21
st
 Mar 10:00 Steps to Freedom Day at Ryde 

Thu 26
th

 Mar 19:30 Church AGM 

Fri 27
th
 Mar 

14:00 
14:00 

Prayer for Israel (downstairs) 
Worship at Springfield Nursing Home 

Sat 28
th
 Mar 08:30 Women’s Breakfast 

Sun 29
th
 Mar 10:30 Encounter Café Service  - Andy Hough 

Sat 4
th
 Apr 

08:30 
15:30 

Men’s Breakfast 
Messy Church 

Thu 9
th
 Apr 19:00 Maundy Thursday Meal at Ryde URC 
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Sudoku 
A numerical 
placement puzzle! 
To solve it you need to fill 

the grid so that every 

column, every row and 

every 3 x 3 box contains 

the digits 1 to 9. 

The Puzzle Pages  
9         

  5  3 6    

 6  9 4    1 

1 4    5 3  8 

      1  7 

6 5    8 9  4 

 3  2 7    6 

  1  5 9    

4         

1   2  3  4 4 5   6 7 

       8 9    10  

11     12   13   14   

   15   14    15    

16     17  18       

   19 20  19  20   21   

22  23   24     21    

   / 25       26   

        24   27  28 

29       30  31 27    

              

32      29   33     
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Last Monthõs Sudoku - how did you do?  

Across 

1 Supersonic airliner (8) 

5 Surname of the children Mary 
Poppins was nanny to (5) 

8 Rod Hull had one (3) 

10 SURC is a member of this 
organisation initials (2) 

11 SE Cornish harbour (4) 

12 Not down (2) 

13 1976 Heatwave song '- & 
Forever' (6) 

15 Mrs Bedwell (3) 

16 Handle of a sword (4) 

17 Subatomic particle (7) 

19 He phoned home in 1982 
initials (2) 

21 Organ of hearing (3) 

22 En Français c'est Dimanche (6) 

25 Country known as Lusitania to 
the Romans (8) 

27 A 1963 - 76 Hillman car (3) 

29 - Romans, 2019 film (6) 

30 You'll find one in a pub (3) 

32 The essential facts (6) 

33 A freshwater fish with a 
number of species (5) 

Down 

1 Camulodunum, the Roman 
name for... (8) 

2 European - tit, bird (7) 

3 Normandy city (5) 

4 Mobile phone network (2) 

5 Birmingham shopping centre 
(8) 

6 Lock opening implement (3) 

7 Sardinian city (7) 

9 Mum (2) 

14 Skin condition (4) 

18 Likely to give way (8) 

20 Faucet to the Americans (3) 

23 Brittany city on the River Loire 
(6) 

24 Frozen fish producer (6) 

26 Dance, that originated in 
Trinidad (5) 

28 Destructive insect (4) 

31 Roland was one, his friend 
was Kevin (3) 

4 2 5 6 8 9 7 1 3 

3 7 9 1 4 2 6 5 8 

1 8 6 5 7 3 9 2 4 

9 3 8 2 1 4 5 6 7 

2 6 4 7 5 8 3 9 1 

7 5 1 3 9 6 8 4 2 

6 1 7 8 2 5 4 3 9 

8 4 3 9 6 1 2 7 5 

5 9 2 4 3 7 1 8 6 
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Cover Picture 

This month's cover picture is of the British Army Memorial by the 
Chateau de Caen, Normandy, France 
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Last Issueõs Crossword - how did you do?  

Answers to This Monthõs Connections Quiz 

1. A witch's transport is a broomstick.  

2. Alec Issigonis designed the Austin Mini. 

3. The dog breed is a poodle. 

4. The writing/drawing item was a pencil. 

5. And the connection isé they are all types of skirt. 

Please note that the DEADLINE for contributions for  

the next magazine is: 

Sunday 15th  March 2020  
Contributions can be emailed at anytime up to the deadline to the 

editor at: 
 sparks_family@btopenworld.com 

mailto:sparks_family@btopenworld.com
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Please check the weekly notice sheet for full details 

Sunday Services 

Morning 10:30 Worship for the whole church family 

Č Holy Communion on 1
st
 Sunday of each month 

Č Café style All Age Worship is on the last Sunday of 
the month 

Č Junior Church, except the last Sunday of the month 

Č A crèche is available at the back of church 

Evening 18:30 Shared Worship - see page 21 for details 

Weekday Activities 
Tuesday 12:00 Snack Lunch 
 13:00 Bible Bite ministry, finishing at 13.45 
 14:00 Prayer Meeting 

 19:30 Prayer Meeting 

Wednesday 10:00 Coffee, Bowls & Banter  

Thursday 12:45-14:30 CatURpillars  
  Parent & Child Activity Session 

Friday 10:00-12:00 CatURpillars 
  Parent & Child Activity Session 

Housegroups - Various daytime and evening groups meet for Bible 
 study, fellowship and prayer 

Shanklin URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance 

www.shanklinurc.co.uk Registered Charity No. 1130459 

Minister:  Rev Brian Harley 
  *  10 Dracaena Gardens, Shanklin PO37 7JQ 
  ( 01983 862485 
  :  brianharley58@gmail.com 
 Day off:  Monday 

Secretary: Robin Wightman 
  :  robinwightman@aol.com 

http://www.shanklinurc.co.uk
mailto:brianharley58@gmail.com
mailto:robinwightman@aol.com

