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How Much do we Care?
Forty years ago, when I had hair and wore flares, I was
part of a Christian performing arts group called Reflection. They had
begun in the 60s, recording some of Sidney Carter’s songs just as
the modern worship movement was beginning to develop. When I
first got involved, they were working on a musical called Question of
Caring – we toured a few churches in the South and performed it at
an Ecumenical Festival at Lincoln Showground in 1981.
This musical asked hard questions of us as
Christians as we face the gross injustice of the
world economic systems. I still have the
cassette! Peter Casey wrote some great lyrics:
Half the word is starving, half is overfed,
Half take sleeping pills at night,
half don’t have a bed
Half is struggling to live, half is sitting tight
Which side are you on brother,
think before the night?

The issues are perhaps even more critical today
as we face global crises over such things as poverty, disease,
racism, conflict over land, pollution and climate change. Sometimes
we feel the challenge is just too great and it is pointless trying to
make any difference. But each one of us is called to show we care in
our daily choices. I vaguely remember an old folk song that said:
“One and one and one make a million” – the maths wasn’t quite
right, but it made a point. As the story of the boy throwing a few
beached star fish back into the sea illustrates - though he couldn’t
save them all, he made a difference for each one he tossed back
into the ocean.
We can feel like rabbits frozen in the glare of the headlights with
such massive challenges facing the world. What can an ordinary
person do? Well – we must do what we can. Christians need to be at
the forefront of caring for others, in championing recycling and fair
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trade; to cut down our consumption of fossil fuels and make wise
choices when purchasing various products and our energy.
This month is Fairtrade Fortnight – a time when we can make a
conscious effort to examine our shopping habits and help make a
difference for farmers and producers in the developing world.
We must love our neighbour – second only to the greatest command
to love the Lord our God. In the face of the pandemic and the
question of whether churches should be closed, someone pointed
out the other day that Christian leaders were arguing on both sides
of the debate and both grounding their viewpoint from the
perspective of mission: 1) Churches need to be open for the worship
of God and our witness to the world – or 2) churches needed to
close to show they love their neighbours and are prepared to put
everyone’s safety first – as a sign of our mission.
We’ve made our choice there to protect as many people as possible,
believing that the mission of the church is much more than our
gathering for worship in a building. Let’s go on seeking first his
Kingdom and see how other things get added as well. As we seek to
follow Jesus, we will be led into a life of compassion and care.
With my very best wishes for the coming months,

Fairtrade Fortnight
22nd February – 2nd March
Please do your best to support fair trade
during this period and see if this results
in some changes to your long term
shopping choices... Do make a difference if you can, even if it costs
you a bit more. Someone else on the other side of the world will
benefit – and they are your brother or sister!
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Tuesday Prayer at 19:30

is held via Zoom using the same
account as for the live service broadcasts – see the opposite page for
details.
It has been great to have a good number sharing together each week
– do please join us if you are able – you can ring in from an ordinary
phone which is a normal landline charge.
Do continue to use our Prayer Chain if there are urgent and
important issues that need prayer. Phone Hazel on 865181 or Jean
on 863850 - do please consider joining if you are around at home.

Pray4URC - Facebook Live from 18th February
The GEAR team is hosting another short series for four
Thursdays leading up to URC Mission Council in
March. As in the two series last year, a guest will
introduce some prayer needs in the URC family and
then a panel will lead prayers for just 15 minutes while others can
listen in and chip in with comments and prayers via the Comment
facility. Rev Steve Faber, Moderator of West Midland Synod, will
share in the first meeting. He has been at the heart of URC
responses to the Covid crisis.
Everyone is welcome to tune in on the dedicated Facebook page
which goes live at 20:00 in readiness for the 20:15 start. Please do
join in each Thursday from 18th February www.facebook.com/
Pray4URC
Short prayer videos are also posted on the page each Thursday at
20:15 - do tune in or watch them at any point later..

Prayer for Israel – is held each Monday from 10:00-11:00 on
the church Zoom. Please contact Roy & Melodie if you would be
interested in joining an ‘Israel Revealed’ group starting soon:
melodieroywilson@gmail.com or  866912
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Live Streaming of Services
During this period when we cannot meet for
worship, we are streaming services via Facebook
Live – just search for Shanklin United Reformed
Church.

Sundays at 11:00
Tuesdays at 14:00
You don’t have to be a Facebook user to access a Facebook Page –
use this link and it should take you in...
www.facebook.com/pg/ShanklinUnitedReformedChurch
Tune in and watch – and feel that sense of togetherness during the
live broadcast. If you are Facebook user you can share your
greetings and thoughts on the screen as it goes along.
Those who are not on the internet can also access the audio feed
via the Zoom Video Conferencing facility on their ordinary phone
line.
If you want to phone in to listen, please dial:
02034 815240
or 02030 512874 (an alternative line)
Follow the instructions and when prompted for the meeting:
- Meeting ID:

324 266 5584 then #

- for Participant ID: just press #
- for Password:

press 936536 then #

Audio and video recordings of our recent services can be found
on our website at:

www.shanklinurc.co.uk/sermons
Many thanks to Pete, Malc and Colin for making all this possible.
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Day of Prayer – Feedback from the weekend
Do please read what people have sense that the Lord might be
saying to us as we seek discernment about what is of great
importance going forward in 2021 – there are a number of threads
about being prepared for new things in the uncertain season ahead:


New wineskins – how do we get them? Some animals go into
hibernation, some go through radical transformation. Snakes
shed old skin. Born again – made new creations



Don’t let these times overwhelm us – he is sovereign – lean on
him - take his yoke – find rest



Be still, pray for his mercy – mountains will crumble before you



In our weakness, He strengthens us for his service ~ our job is
to stand ready (Like Elijah at the entrance to the cave) and be
willing to obey Him.



Unless the Lord builds the house…



Repentance over ungodliness – individual and corporate – “We
have sinned” Daniel 9:9-15



Overwhelming sense of ‘togetherness’ with the whole fellowship
as we prayed together, which has been hard to sense since
Covid.



Praying for SURC, the words Church at the Centre of the Town
and Youth came to mind.



You are a kind, loving and faithful fellowship. I see what you are
all doing and I am pleased. Carry on loving, supporting and
caring for each other, even when things improve. Take forward
what you have learnt in these times. Do not forget them.



Picture of a hand held up as if to signal stop, or maybe wait?



In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord (Is 40:3 - not a
voice in the wilderness) - use these barren times to prepare for him



Forget the former things – don’t dwell on the past (Isaiah 43:1820) – new things – a way and water in the wilderness – Ellen’s
message on the Midbar underlined this
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Hold lightly to things of the past – be willing to be challenged to
do things in fresh, new and exciting ways



Embrace the new vibrant way



People have got used to new things like masks, social distance,
Zoom – don’t be afraid of the new… we may be surprised how
people respond



Song from Shepherds musical – Could it possibly happen to
me? – yes it really did!



Stories of hope from EA – encouragement over what is possible



Focus on people’s needs first – not on projects – keep helping
people connect in future



Picture of a figure kneeling, sobbing at the foot of the cross –
the Lord came down supporting them and led them off



God with us in the midst of the hustle and bustle, and the virus
– every step of the way



Children’s voices reminded how God loves to hear us! – and he
speaks often clearly in just a few words, like a parent - because
He knows best and has our welfare at heart.



He provides for the birds; how much more us, even in this
period



Just rest – and I will do the rest…! Next day, read a quote in
Open Doors – “I just give everything to God, and he does the
rest” – God so often says things twice!



Drawn to pray for our mission to families – asking God to raise
up someone with energy, passion and vision for the families in
our community – many on our fringes

And - don’t throw this guide away or leave it to collect dust on a
shelf ~ use me throughout the year!
The Elders reflected on the various thoughts and images above,
and Robin came up with a helpful summary which we are
sharing here for any further feedback and discernment – do
please keep praying and listening... and let us know your
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thoughts.
“I was drawn to highlight phrases which seemed to fall into 5
sections which I have typed below. I hope this might be helpful:-

Overall Impressions
Embrace the new and hold lightly to the past - don’t be afraid
(wineskins, moved on)
Don’t be overwhelmed, He will strengthen us and is with us every
step of the way. (Take forward what you have learnt, His yoke is
light, prepare the way, He is our provider)
Find rest in the Lord and He will do the rest (be still, wait on Him,
continue in repentance and prayer)
I am pleased with you ~ focus on people and not projects and be
the centre of Shanklin (families, children, youth ~ many on our
fringes)
Stand ready and be willing to obey the Lord. (It will be challenging
but it will also be exciting & vibrant)
We had this song a couple of times too from Bethel:
God I look to You, I won’t be overwhelmed
Give me vision to see things like You do
God I look to You, You're where my help comes from
Give me wisdom, You know just what to do…
Written by Jenn Johnson, Ian McIntosh
© 2010 Bethel Music Publishing

Christmas Offering - a Fantastic Effort!!
Thanks to everyone who gave to our Christmas
Appeal to support the work of OM.
We have received a total of £455 which is now
being sent on to them to help get the Good
News of Jesus to some of the most unreached
people groups in the world.
Praise God for this most generous response towards global mission
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The Good Shepherd
I was brought up in the Methodist church and during the pandemic I
have referred to my old hymnbook almost daily, saying the words out
loud or even singing if the tune was familiar.
The Methodist church came into being, of course, through the
Wesley family, John being the evangelist and Charles, his brother,
the great hymn writer. After conversion, they were used by God
tremendously and as is shown in the sermons John preached and in
the hymns Charles wrote, were so well grounded in the whole of
scripture.
We might well be familiar with these names and those of Isaac Watts
or John Newton but there are lots of hymns written by less wellknown people. One such has really resonated with me recently
because it contains the story of Jesus as Shepherd written by
Elizabeth Cecilia Clephane who lived in the 1800s. The first lines are
as follows: "There were ninety and nine that safely lay in the shelter
of the fold but one was out on the hills away, far off from the gates of
gold."
The writer uses her imagination as a narrative to then describe the
type of terrain, the weather conditions and the dangers which the
shepherd might have encountered on his journey to secure the
safety of the one lost sheep and is, of course, a depiction of the
lengths to which our Saviour has gone in order to save lost souls
who He longs to bring into the safety of His Kingdom. Scripture tells
us that He doesn't want anyone to perish, and that should be our
desire too, although I know it is not always easy to put into practice
the sharing of our faith. The last lines of this lovely hymn read as
follows: "There rose a cry from the gates of heaven: Rejoice, I have
found my sheep. And the angels echoed around the throne: Rejoice,
for the Lord brings back His own."
The parable on which this hymn is based is found in Luke 15:4-7, the
final verse stating "There will be more joy in heaven over one sinner
who repents than over ninety and nine righteous persons."
May the Lord bless and watch over each one of you.
Eileen Parsonage
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Church Refurbishment Update
As many of you have seen for yourselves
during our brief ‘open’ period, our worship
space is looking wonderful now that the
decorating and carpeting is complete.
We are planning to complete the final phase of the
refurbishment work over the coming months, which will
involve decorating and/or carpeting in the following areas:
Our 2 staircases (to the balcony and to the basement); the
lobby area, the office and prayer room, and our bookshop.
Orders for these works will be placed in the near future.
We will also be refurbishing the porch and toilet area, but
this will have to wait a while. Although we believe that the
leak which brought down the ceiling last winter has been
fixed, we need to wait and watch through the winter
months to ensure that this is the case. After that, a new
ceiling can be installed, and the last part of the current
church refurbishment will be completed.
Thanks to your generosity and that of our Wessex Synod
Trust we have sufficient monies to complete all of this work
during 2021.
We look forward to once again being able to welcome you
into our newly refurbished building!

The Elders & Property Team
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Thank You
I would like to thank you all for the many messages of gratefulness
that I have received, especially over Christmas time. It is truly a
privilege to be able to serve our Lord Jesus Christ in this way, He
really does direct the paths of those who love Him. In the words of
one of the songs we had recently
He is a waymaker
He is a miracle worker
He is a promise keeper
He is a light in the darkness
and we must be truly thankful that that is who He is!
Robin

Light Up a Life
We had a letter thanking us for supporting
them with our service in December. A total of
£62.20 was given though the offering. It was a
special time for those who came along.

Connection Quiz
1. What is the most populous city in South Africa (as at 2020)?
2. Which reality television series broadcast by E4 is mostly shot in
the West London areas of Belgravia, Kings Road,
and Knightsbridge?
3. What does the acronym FSBO mean?
4. Nuuk is the capital of which autonomous
country?
5. And so finally, what is the connection between
the answers to questions 1 - 4?
Bonus Question: Where was the cover photograph taken?
Answers are on page 36
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Messy Church on Zoom
We usually hold Messy Church
four
times
a
year,
but
unfortunately due to the current
restrictions we are not able to
meet together; our last Messy
Church meeting was Christmas
2019.
Therefore, it was decided that we would become digital and have a
Messy Church online by using Zoom, the first one was in October
2020 and the second was at Christmas on Saturday 19 th December.
This was advertised via our own Church Facebook page, as well as
through CatURpillars.
A Zoom meeting is different from our usual Messy Church meeting;
we are not able to offer a meal to the families and all the craft
activities are completed at home.
Craft bags are made up beforehand with everything that is needed
for each craft. At Christmas this included decorating a biscuit as a
present from the Wise Men, making a nativity scene, a sheep with
cotton wool and a salt dough star, with glitter. Included in the bag
was a Nativity story book, some chocolate, a Christmas card and a
Happy Birthday balloon (I have been told that the balloon was almost
indestructible).
The craft bags are then given out the week before Messy Church, to
ensure they are safe.
We all meet together on Zoom with Janet H leading the afternoon. At
Christmas we had a game of musical statues, as well as the Nativity
story on the screen and singing a simple song.
The children with their families complete the crafts showing us what
they have done, chatting to us.
The meeting then finishes with a prayer and dancing around the
room.
This has been such a blessing as we have connected with so many
12

families and children; 47 craft bags were made up at Christmas.
Although many of the families are from CatURpillars, we have
started to see families come along who have no connection to the
church.
However, even if families cannot join in on the day they have still
been able to compete the crafts, and spend time together.
We are hoping to do another ‘virtual’ Messy Church at Easter as it
looks as though we will still not be able to meet together.
Thank you to Janet who puts the afternoon together, it is so great to
watch the children interacting with each other and showing us
everything they have made.
We have had some very good feedback from the families about how
much they have enjoyed these Zoom meetings and being able to still
take part.
We would ask that as a Church could you please pray for:


The families that we are connecting with.



For their safety in these strange times.



For the relationships that we are forming.

Please remember them in your prayers over the coming weeks and
months, that they will be open to God’s word both in their minds and
their hearts.
Please also pray as we prepare for the next Messy Church on Zoom
looking at the Easter Story.
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Letter From Uganda
12th January 2021

Dear Brian and all Members at Shanklin URC
Greetings to you all in Jesus’ mighty name. Thanks so much
brethren for always standing with us prayerfully and financially on
behalf of Kalasa ministries, even amidst world-wide stressing and
challenging environment of Covid-19 pandemic. Sincerely words
cannot fully express our gratitude to you other than praying for you.
For your generous spirit and love, may our Lord God shower you
with His heavenly blessing, shelter you with His precious blood
against all discomfort in life, and grant you favour, send His Angel to
encamp around you and continue to see His goodness.
Currently, our country is experiencing leadership transition and the
political atmosphere is getting more and more tense a day prior to
the presidential and parliamentary elections. Most people have
vacated Kampala to villages avoiding what may happen during
elections slated tomorrow January 14. Gertrude and I are at Kalasa
40 kilometres from Kampala but, our children and their families are
at Kampala therefore, we honestly need much of your prayers for
peace and stability.
Though lockdown was lifted few months ago, the cumulative
confirmed cases of Covid-19 are now 37,808 while the total deaths
are 302. We are advised to self-steam ourselves twice a day as a
remedy for the virus. Schools are re-opening on January 18 with
only candidate and pre-candidate classes, hopefully other classes
will follow soon after. All our teachers are doing very well, very
cooperative and very thankful for your facilitation toward them.
From January 1st Gertrude and I with some church members started
a 40-days prayer and fasting, for God to protect His people
worldwide from Covid-19 pandemic. [Suddenly, a violent storm arose
on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves. But
He was sleeping. So the disciples came and woke Him up saying
“Lord, save us! We are going to die!”] (Matthew 8:24-25) So, we
found it worthy to wake Him up now and save the world from this
deadly virus. Also, though Simon and his colleagues had worked
hard all night long and caught nothing, “Jesus said to Simon, ‘Put
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out into deep water and let down your nets for a catch.’ “ (Luke 5:46). So, we have to go deep in prayer and fasting for the victory.
We hear from world news that you are still under lockdown. We are
praying for you brethren that your country may be stabilized in
Jesus’ name.
Blessings.
Martin and Gertrude

Letter from Open Doors
13th January 2021

Dear Friends at Shanklin United Reformed Church,
Thank you so much for your kind gift of £150.00 to strengthen our
persecuted church family around the world who are risking it all to
follow Jesus. Thanks to your prayers and support, our brothers and
sisters know they are not alone and can stand strong in their faith.
Peninah's husband was killed by Islamic militants in 2018 after
refusing to deny Jesus. You enabled the mother of one to complete
a dressmaking and tailoring course and begin studying fashion
design. But, due to Covid-19, her final exams were cancelled. Her
life and dreams were again put on hold- until you gave her a sewing
machine for her to make a living.
"I would like to say thank you wherever you are," Peninah says.
"You have played a great role in my life. I cannot pay you with
anything but pray that the Lord, who has given you a heart to give,
will be gracious to you."
May the Lord fill you with His Spirit and surround you with His love.
Your sister in Christ,
Henrietta Blyth
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The Lord’s preparation of our hearts
– to hear His Voice and for His Return
Roy and Melodie Wilson
It has been really encouraging to hear how the Lord has spoken to
many during the ‘Speak Lord for your servant is listening 1 Samuel
3:9’ weekend of 9th/10th January. We believe it has brought joy to
His Heart that we have focused on listening to Him – and may this
become more and more a way of life for each of us.
Ellen’s message on 10th entitled ‘The Wonder of the Wilderness’ also
highlights the fact that the wilderness is a place in which God can
have our undivided attention so that, when He speaks, we can hear
Him. Though the wilderness is not a comfortable place, the fact that
there are no distractions, and our focus can be upon HIM only,
makes it a wonderful place to be: The Lord answered her, “Martha,
my beloved Martha. Why are you upset and troubled, pulled away by
all these many distractions? Are they really that important? Mary
has discovered the one thing most important by choosing to sit at my
feet. She is undistracted, and I won’t take this privilege from her.”
Luke 10:41-42 TPT
We read in Isaiah 40:3 (ESV) “A voice cries: ‘In the wilderness
prepare the way of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway
for our God….” This highlights the fact that the wilderness is the
place where John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus to be put
‘onto the stage’! Likewise, it is ‘in the wilderness’ that the Lord can
find a way to the centre-stage of our hearts and we can be made
ready for His return.
We believe that ‘Israel Revealed’ is a great tool that the Lord
has used to help us to see our own ‘old wineskins’ and to be in
the process of donning ‘new wineskins’ in preparation for the
Lord’s return. Please – if you are interested – get in touch with
us. melodieroywilson@gmail.com
You would also be welcome to join us in our Zoom Israel prayer
meeting on Mondays 10:00-11:00 on the church zoom account.
We attach the following portion of an article which is very relevant to
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“The Lord’s Preparation of our hearts”, from the January 2021
Prayer for Israel magazine (www.prayer4i.org/)

Editorial by Paul Smith PFI Director
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the
shadow of the Almighty. I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my
fortress, My God, in whom I trust!” Psalm 91:1-2
You may be glad to see the back of 2020. The head of the year is for
many a time when new promises and resolutions are made. No
doubt these will be influenced by the multitude of voices that
compete for our attention during the course of the coming months. A
frequent question that has appeared over the last few months is:
‘Where is God in the pandemic? What is He going to do?
Perhaps this is the wrong focus. Maybe our thoughts should be
grounded in what God has actually done time and again? Let’s look.
Shelter brings transformation
What exactly has God done in the past and what were the
consequences? Well, He sheltered the following people:


Noah in the Ark during the time of global judgement until Noah
emerged to father the nations of the earth.



Jacob in the home of Laban when he needed to escape the wrath
of Esau, his brother. 20 years later Jacob had a new identity. He
became Israel, the name for God’s chosen people.



Joseph in Egypt from his jealous brothers. However, through
slavery and prison Joseph became favoured in the eyes of
Pharaoh and Potiphar as God prepared him for greatness.



Moses in a remote desert for 40 years. Moses emerged to lead
and liberate the Jewish people from slavery in Egypt.



David for 15 years after he had been anointed King of Israel.
When David finally assumed the throne, he became a man after
God’s own heart and wrote many of the beloved Psalms.
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 Elijah by the brook Cherith. After this sheltering he stood alone
against the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel.


Daniel for 70 years in Babylon where he wrote the Old Testament
book bearing his name, outlining the future of God’s dealings with
His people.



Esther whilst in the palace of the Persian King Ahasuerus, where
she saved her people from destruction.



The disciples in the upper room for 10 days until the Holy Spirit
descended in divine power to form and fashion His church.



The apostle Paul in the desert of Arabia for 3 years. When he
returned, he turned the world upside down through his preaching,
the establishment of churches, and missionary journeys.



Paul in a Roman prison. By the time he was free he had written
the ‘prison epistles’, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and
Philemon.



The apostle John on the island of Patmos and the greatest
prophetic document of all time was given to us. The book of
Revelation.



Most importantly and most amazingly, God sheltered Jesus in the
tomb for 3 days. On that 3rd day Jesus emerged forth in power to
defeat death and bring Salvation to the whole Earth.

Sheltered in Hope
Regarding what is God going to do, none of us can determine.
However, what we can say with certainty is what He has already
done as evidenced in the above references, and this is where our
assurance comes from. The same God who sheltered His people in
history will continue to shelter and teach us His truth. This is what we
must hold on to at the beginning of this New Year. God has not left
us to wilt and dissolve as a result of the situation this past year.
“For You have been a stronghold for the helpless, a stronghold for
the poor in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shade from the
heat.” Isaiah 25:4
Used with permission
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CARE Prayer Diary
24th January - 24th April
Another very helpful and relevant
issue with the following matters:
Consequences of Covid-19
Prisoners
Caring for Children
Exploitation of People
Trade Justice
Sustaining the Natural World
Living with a Disability
Speaking Truth to Power
World Leaders
Faith & Families
The Written Word
The Value of Human Life
Unemployment & Redundancy
Part of CARE’s ministry is to encourage graduates through their
leadership programme. Please pray for the 12 young people
currently working in parliamentary placements from Mon - Thurs.
On CARE Fridays they engage in Biblically based study, helping
them to prepare to be ‘light & salt’ as they go out into the workplace.
A prayer from CARE:
Heavenly Father, thank you for Your loving eye upon these
young men and women, in the past, now and the future. During
this unique year may Your purposes for them be accomplished.
Please inspire each individual to deepen their faith, grow in
wisdom and face challenges with courage, patience and grace.
For Christ’s sake. Amen.
The Prayer Diary is available to read online at care.org.uk/prayer,
but do let me know of you would like a printed copy - I will gladly
send it to you ( 864379)
Jane H
Source: Care
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The Real Easter Egg
The egg that shares the Easter story..
Because of the pandemic it is more important
than ever that we find ways to share the Easter
story in 2021. All Real Easter Eggs come with
an Easter story in the box. The stories range
from simple guides to 24 page activity book versions. So, buy a Real
Easter Egg this spring and encourage others to give one to their
loved ones, a school or sponsor a food bank donation.
Out of the 80 million Easter eggs sold in this part of the world every
year, The Real Easter Egg is the only one which has an Easter story
book in the box, is made of Fairtrade chocolate and supports
charitable projects. All our eggs are Palm Oil free and the Original,
White and Dark eggs are plastic free.
Due to the disastrous trade over last Easter, the main
supermarkets are not stocking these eggs in 2021 – 80,000 were
sold in past years! They can now only be purchased direct. We are
ordering some for the children in our church family – if you’d like to
get some please let Brian and Janet know by 22nd February so we
can place the order in good time:
Original or White Eggs are £4.50 and include a 24 page Easter
story-activity book.
A Dark Egg is £5.50 and contains a simple Easter guide, designed
for adults and 3 dark Mini Squares.
A Fun Pack is £5 and has an Easter story activity poster and 6 milk
chocolate eggs.
A Special Edition Egg is £9.99 and has a limited edition designer
Easter card, a simple guide to Easter, a luxury milk chocolate egg
and an orange milk chocolate bar
Phone or message your order a.s.a.p.... so you
don’t forget – support Fairtrade and share the
meaning of Easter...
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Good News, Great Joy
The January Update from Samaritan’s Purse speaks of how the
Covid-19 pandemic has kept them busy, working in Jesus’ name
around the world.
Part of their ministry is with
Operation Christmas Child and
the following is a really special
report from their recent Shoebox
distribution:
We praise God that even in the
midst of the pandemic, we were
able to collect nearly 9 million gift
boxes. As I write, Samaritan’s
Purse is working worldwide to
deliver those gifts to boys and
girld and share the Good News of
Jesus Christ.
Every shoebox is an opportunity to share the Gospel. Our partner
churches around the world present the Gospel when they hand out
the gifts, and they also invite children to participate in our
discipleship course. The Greatest Journey.
Churches around the world have been dealing with the pandemic,
too, and it is encouraging to hear how they have persevered. Let me
share a testimony from Moldova, a small country between Romania
and Ukraine in Eastern Europe. Before the pandemic erupted,
believers in Moldova reached out into the countryside to hand out
shoebox gifts on Christmas Day. The village children were excited
by their gifts and they also were eager to get involved in The
Greatest Journey. After eight weeks, their classes were shutdown by
Covid -19 outbreaks.
But our volunteer teachers were determined to complete the course.
During the three month lockdown, they visited the children in their
homes to encourage them in their growing faith. Finally, classes
resumed in summer, and children graduated and received their own
Bibles in the Romanian language. Many of them received Christ as
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their Saviour and prayerfully shared the Gospel with friends and
family. Through their witness, several of their grandmothers started
coming to church and have also given their hearts to Jesus.
At a time when our world is living in the shadow of a deadly plague,
is anything more urgent than making sure people know how they can
have eternal life in Christ? Through The Greatest Journey, the Lord
is bringing multitudes to repentance and faith. In the 11 year history
of The Greatest Journey, more than 12.3 million children have made
decisions for Christ - including 1.1 million in 2020 - and 13.6 million
have promised to share the Gospel. To God be the glory!
We are so thankful for churches here at home and around the world
who have stepped out in faith in the midst of the pandemic to collect
and hand out shoebox gifts. Without you, this ministry would not be
possible.
Please keep praying for the children whose lives will be touched
through Operation Christmas Child and The Greatest Journey.
Thank you again to everyone in our church who has supported last
year’s Shoebox Appeal - a very encouraging number were sent out
from the Island and in a recent item in the County Press, Shanklin
URC was mentioned as one of those who contributed!
If you would like to read some encouraging articles about a few of
the children who receive Shoeboxes, go to www.samaritanspurse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/uk-shoeboxstories/
For example, you can read about Pille, pictured
left, from Estonia, and the impact receiving a
shoebox at Christmas made on her life.
“The things I remember having in my box were
a colouring book, pens, pencils and toys. Also
inside was a photo of the family who the box
had come from and that made me really feel
special, to see the family who had sent this gift
for me. I treasured that photo.”
Source: Samaritan’s Purse
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How Are We Living?
As we begin another year, Covid-19
is still with us and many are finding
this third lockdown hard to bear. For Christians, we must try to focus on
the hope that we have in Christ Jesus and to choose how we will live
out our lives for Him.
During September last year, Neil Anderson addressed this issue in a
series of devotionals. Asking us to think about,
“What is success in God’s eyes?”, that we may be focussed on His will.
“What is our relationship to sin?”, that we might be ready to do His will.
Neil shows us that we must choose daily to walk according to the Spirit
and not the Flesh. Here is what he had to say:
Success in God's Eyes
“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my
servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left,
that you may be successful wherever you go. Keep this Book of the
Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may
be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous
and successful." Joshua 1:7-8
A helpful perspective of success in the Christian life is seen in Joshua's
experience of leading Israel into the Promised Land. Was Joshua's
success dependent on other people or circumstances? Absolutely not.
Success hinged entirely on his obedience. If Joshua believed what God
said and did what God told him to do, he would succeed. Sounds
simple enough, but God immediately put Joshua to the test by giving
him a rather unorthodox battle plan for conquering Jericho. Marching
around the city for seven days, then blowing a horn wasn't exactly an
approved military tactic in Joshua's day!
But Joshua's success was conditional on obeying God regardless of
how foolish His plan seemed. As Joshua 6 records, Joshua's success
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had nothing to do with the circumstances of the battle and everything
to do with obedience. That should be your pattern too. Accept God's
goal for your life and follow it obediently.
Don't take this truth lightly. You can be successful if you commit
yourself to being what God has called you to be and follow Him
obediently. You can be successful in business and remain in God's will
even when your competition conducts business under the table and
cheats on taxes. You can run for public office and win with a campaign
that doesn't compromise God's will. Remember: You can be a failure in
the eyes of the world and a success in the eyes of God - and vice
versa.
Lord, I want to be a success in Your eyes. Help me to be strong
and courageous in doing Your will.
Our Relationship to Sin
“Consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ
Jesus” Romans 6:11
Even though you are dead to sin, sin's strong appeal may still cause
you to struggle with feeling that you are more alive to sin than you are
to Christ. But Romans 6:1-11 teaches us that what is true of the Lord
Jesus Christ is true of us in terms of our relationship to sin and death.
God the Father allowed His Son to "be sin" so that all the sins of the
world - past, present and future would fall on Him (2 Corinthians 5:21).
When He died on the cross, our sins were on Him. But when He rose
from the grave, there was no sin on Him. When He ascended to the
Father, there was no sin on Him. And today, as He sits at the Father's
right hand, there is no sin on Him. Since we are seated in the
heavenlies in Christ, we too have died to sin.
Christ has already died to sin, and because you are in Him, you have
died to sin too. Sin is still strong and appealing, but your relationship
with sin has ended. I've met many Christians who are still trying to die
to sin, and their lives are miserable and fruitless as a result because
they are struggling to do something that has already been done. "For
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law
of sin and of death." (Romans 8:2).
Romans 6:11 summarises what we are to believe about our
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relationship to sin because of our position in Christ. It doesn't matter
whether you feel dead to sin or not; you are to consider it so because it
is so. People wrongly wonder, "What experience must I have in order
for this to be true?" The only necessary experience is that of Christ on
the cross, which has already happened. When we choose to believe
what is true about ourselves and sin, and walk on the basis of what we
believe, our right relationship with sin will work out in our experience.
But as long as we put our experience before our belief, we will never
fully know the freedom that Christ purchased for us on the cross.
Lord, teach me not always to believe what I feel about my
relationship to sin, but to believe the truth that I am dead to it.
Our Choice
“Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body that you should obey
its lusts, and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin
as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as
those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness to God.” Romans 6:12,13
In Romans 6:1-11 Paul uses the past tense to emphasize that we died
to sin the moment we placed our faith in Christ. For example: "We who
died to sin" (verse 2); "Our old self was crucified with Him" (verse 6);
"For he who has died is freed from sin" (verse 7). Since these verses
are past tense, indicating what is already true about us, we can only
believe them.
Based on what Romans 6:1-11 instructs us to believe, Romans 6:12 &
13, tells us how to relate to sin. Sin is a taskmaster that demands
service from its subjects. You are dead to sin, but you still can serve it
by putting your body at sin's disposal. It's up to you to choose whether
you're going to let your body be used for sin or for righteousness.
Satan, who is at the root of all sin, will take advantage of anyone who
uses his or her body as an instrument of unrighteousness. For
example, it is impossible to commit sexual sin and not use your body,
and sin will reign in your mortal body.
To further illustrate, suppose your pastor asks to use your car to
deliver food baskets to the needy, and a thief asks to use it to rob a
bank. It's your car and you can choose to lend it however you want, for
good or evil. Which would you choose? There should be no question!
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Your body is also yours to use to serve either God or sin and Satan,
but the choice is up to you. That's why Paul wrote so insistently:
"Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to
offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is
your true and proper worship." (Romans 12:1)
Because of Christ's victory over sin, you are completely free to choose
not to give yourself to obey sin as your master. It is your responsibility
not to let sin reign in your mortal body.
Lord, I renounce every use of my body as an instrument of
unrighteousness, and I yield it to You today as a living sacrifice.
Walk According to the Spirit
“For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things
of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the
Spirit” Romans 8:5
The centre of all spiritual bondage is the mind. That’s why the battle
must be fought and won if you are to experience the freedom in Christ
that He purchased for you on the cross. Paul wrote:
“For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world
does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On
the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We
demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against
the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it
obedient to Christ.” 2 Corinthians 10:3-5
Before you came to Christ, bad habits and sinful thought patterns were
established as you learned to live your life independently of God. Your
non-Christian environment taught you to think about and respond to
life in a non-Christian way, and those patterns and responses were
ingrained in your mind as strong-holds. When you became a Christian,
your old fleshly habits and patterns weren’t erased; they are still a part
of your flesh, which must be dealt with daily. Thankfully, however, you
are not just a product of your past; you are a new creature in Christ (2
Corinthians 5:17) and now you are primarily the product of the work of
Christ on the cross.
Old strongholds can be destroyed. Patterns of negative thinking and
behaviour are learned, and they can be unlearned through disciplined
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Bible study. Some strongholds are the result of demonic influences
and spiritual conflicts from past and present mental assaults. If people
believe Satan’s lies, those lies will control their lives. These people
need to be freed from the shackles of Satan’s lies by God’s truth.
Jesus said:
“Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” John
8:32
Victory is truly available for those who are in Christ. There is a war
raging for our minds, but we are on the winning side, for we are more
than conquerors in Christ!
Today, Lord, I tear down all thoughts established in my mind
against the knowledge of You. I choose to believe who You are
and who I am in Christ
Neil Anderson
Freedom in Christ Ministries
Daily Devotionals
Used by permission
If you are struggling with ‘old strongholds’, the Freedom in Christ
course shows us how to begin to break them down. Ask me or Brian
for more information on this.
I have found that these words provide both excellent guidance and
great comfort and I can think of no better way to round off the article
with the same words I used last time ~
“Since then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on
things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set
your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and
your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your
life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” Colossians
3:1-4
Father God, thank you that in Christ we are Secure, Accepted and
Significant. When we are tempted away from your truth help us to
remember who we really are. By your Spirit guide us in paths of
righteousness each day. Amen
Robin
28

Please Will You Help?
In the volatile region of Africa encompassing Mali, Niger, Chad,
Burkina Faso, Nigeria and Cameroon, Christians are constantly
under attack from extremists.
However, in the midst of all these challenging circumstances, Bible
Society are finding that there are amazing opportunities to share the
Scriptures. Families in the most desperate situations long for God’s
Word.
Very sadly, those who work with Bible Society are not immune to
the dangers of the region and just recently two of their valued staff
members were murdered - Jonas and Joseph - leaving behind
widows and families and Christian communities shaken badly by the
loss of these Godly men.
In spite of the tragic loss of these two brothers in the Lord, other
Bible Society staff members on the frontline of Bible ministry send
the following message:
“This is a moment to share the Bible with courage and urgency. We
can change people’s lives with the good news of Jesus.”
The question was asked at the beginning of this article.
“Please, will you help?”
Today, people are longing for God’s Word - we are so blessed to
have the Scriptures - and in different translations available to usd in
our country.
If you felt stirred to help in this vital ministry, Bible Society would be
so pleased to receive either a one-off gift or partnership in the very
important Bible a Month Club ministry. If you would like to know
more, do ask me ( 864379) or visit Bible Society
www.biblesociety.org.uk/africa21/, where you can make an online
donation, or phone them on 01793 418222.
Blessings
Jane H
Source: Bible Society
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on our Christian Brothers and Sisters
Good News - Christmas Now an Annual
National Holiday in Iraq (2021 World Watch List: 11)
Just before Christmas, Iraqi politicians made some amazing
changes: cementing Christmas Day as a national holiday and
establishing a committee to return stolen properties.
On 16th December 2020, Iraq's parliament passed a bill making
Christmas Day an annual national holiday in the majority-Muslim
country. In 2018, the government had established a national holiday
for Christmas on a year-to-year basis. “It is no longer a temporary
measure to be renewed every year. This is a message of great value
and great hope for Christians," Basilio Yaldo, Auxiliary Bishop of the
Chaldean Catholic Church in Baghdad told AsiaNews. He noted the
decision was clearly connected to the visit of Pope Francis to Iraq in
March.

Not only has Christmas become a fixed holiday, but politicians
are working to restore Christians' homes to them as they
come back to Iraq
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On Christmas Eve, Iraq's President, Barham Salih, a Sunni Muslim,
thanked parliament for passing the bill when he spoke while
attending Mass at St. Joseph's Cathedral in Baghdad. “[The
government] must make serious efforts to enable Iraqi Christians to
return, and to live a secure and dignified life in their homeland,” he
said. “Their religious and cultural rights must be protected. As the
country's history shows, they are a major and important part of Iraq's
people.”

Restoring Homes and Justice
Making Christmas a fixed national holiday is not the only good news
to come from Iraq in the last month. Another Iraqi politician is taking
steps to make sure that Iraqi believers are able to return to their
homes in peace.
Since 2003, a number of wars – as well as the incursion of so-called
Islamic State and sectarian violence – have forced more than 80
percent of Iraqi Christians to flee their homeland. As they have
returned slowly, they have encountered challenges such as lack of
basic services and security; there are reports of a resurgence of
Islamic State and local militias fighting for control. Sometimes, if their
homes had not been destroyed, they find them occupied by
strangers.
“Action to resolve this widespread issue would protect Christians’
right to property, contribute towards reconciliation and enable better
living conditions,” Rami, Open Doors spokesperson
“With an increase in tribal and sectarian divisions we see the seizure
of Christian properties in Iraq, especially in the capital Baghdad,” a
local source told Open Doors. “Those who seized these properties
know very well that a Christian, being a minority, cannot risk
themselves and complain; even if they come to complain their
complaint will not be settled easily within the courts,” the source
said.
A popular and powerful Shia cleric and politician, Muqtada al-Sadr,
has now announced that he is establishing a committee that will look
into these cases with the aim to redress and restore justice. On 3
January, he sent the Chaldean Patriarch, Louis Raphael Sako, the
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names and contact details of the committee members. Christians
can contact them if their property has been seized illegally in recent
years.

The Iraqi government is listening to Christian leaders
“We are hopeful that the new committee will meet regularly and work
efficiently to investigate expropriated properties and restore them to
their rightful owners,” said a spokesperson for the Open Doors Hope
for the Middle East campaign. “Action to resolve this widespread
issue would protect Christians’ right to property, contribute towards
reconciliation and enable better living conditions – all of which are
essential for Christians to remain and flourish in Iraq.”
The spokesperson, known as Rami, said it isn't surprising that Iraqi
Christians would rather wait and see what comes of these promises
than celebrate too soon. “We urge the Iraqi government to drive this
committee forward in 2021.”
Late last year, Open Doors published a report highlighting the key
role local faith communities play in rebuilding communities post
conflict. “The government listening to Christian leaders is a good
way to incorporate minority Christians in Iraqi society,” Rami
continued. “Local faith leaders have the trust of those in their
community and the knowledge and skills built from years of
responding to physical and spiritual needs.”
Please Pray


Praise God for these amazing developments in Iraq!



That believers would begin to feel the effects of these new
changes and benefit from them



That Iraqi politicians would continue to support Christians as they
return to the country.
Source: Open Doors
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Persecution Trends 2021
The current edition of Voice,
Release International’s magazine
(January - March 2021) contains
their annual focus on persecution
trends (on page 10). These brief
reports from Release’s partners tell
us that while the persecution of
Christians in many regions is
increasing, so is their bold faith,
courage and trust in God.
We are very sad that the Prayer
Group for the Persecuted Church is
unable to meet together at this
time. However, we still get all the
wonderful resources and although
due to current restrictions we are
not able to be giving these out at
church, I would be very happy to
send these to you - it is both inspiring and challenging to read the
reports and articles and we do not want you to miss out whilst we
are not together in getting these very excellent publications.
Open Doors magazines and prayer booklet are also available and
as mentioned before, we now have the most recent magazine of
Elam Ministries, ‘Greater Things Than These’ with news and
insight on the Persian speaking world.
To quote the editorial:
‘God has been answering our prayers in ways we never could
have imagined. Even though this season has been different than
expected, the Father has truly been at work.’
There are wonderful stories of lives transformed, including one
young man who never knew love from his father and to quote:
‘Then I found my Heavenly Father.’
Don’t miss out on having this magazine with such encouraging
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stories of how God is at work, even in the most difficult
circumstances - the hope of Elam is that we would thus be
encouraged in our faith, grow to love Jesus more and have a deeper
confidence for greater things because the Father is at work.
Lastly, in the nations where Christians face the most persecution of
any in the world - North Korea - God is at work and building His
Church.
Here is the report from Release:
North Korea continues to prohibit all Christian activity. ‘The policy
against Christians has remained steady since at least the 1950s
– and is arguably the longest, harshest persecution of Christians
in recorded history,’ according to Release Partners.
‘It’s hard to lock down an underground church. Not even
authorities hostile to the gospel plus a virus can accomplish that.
Accordingly, underground Christians in North Korea have viewed
the coronavirus as an act of God that opens new opportunities
for them, and the concomitant grace and resources to meet the
requirements of those opportunities. This has been the most
creative year we have witnessed in the underground church to
date.’
More Bibles Sent
For example, during 2020, despite the restrictions of Covid-19,
our partner provided Bibles for North Korean Christians –
distributing double the number compared to the same period the
previous year. While persecution will remain in 2021, our partner
asks: ‘Pray that the bold, patient Spirit of Christ which we see
active in our underground church partners will be at work in us
also.’
The entire article on Persecution Trends is certainly worth reading
and contains much to pray about, as well as other interesting items
of news.
The Release International magazine can either be read on line or
downloaded as a pdf file from releaseinternational.org/resources/
magazines/.
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The Elam Ministries magazine can be
ordered either as a one off at
www.elam.com/order-resources, or on a
regular basis at www.elam.com/subscribe.
The current Open Doors magazine, as
well as previous issues, can be viewed as
a pdf file at www.opendoorsuk.org/
resources/magazine/ while the Prayer
Diary can be read online by going to
www.opendoorsuk.org/resources/
churches/ and then following the link at the
bottom of the page.
Please continue to pray for our dear
brothers and sisters - that is what they so
long for and to know they are not forgotten.
Do get in touch ( 864379) - I will gladly get resources to you.
In the Name of Jesus
Jane H, on behalf of the Prayer Group for the Persecuted
Sources: Release International & Elam
Websites of Interest
For those of us who are connected to the internet, you may wish to
access the following websites about the Persecuted Church:
Barnabas Fund

barnabasfund.org/

Barnabas Fund magazine

barnabasfund.org/magazine/

HTP (Help the Persecuted)

htp.org/

CSW

www.csw.org.uk/

Open Doors

www.opendoorsuk.org/

Release International

releaseinternational.org/

Elam

www.elam.com/
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Connection Quiz Answers
1. Cape Town (according to Google)
2. Made in Chelsea
3. For Sale By Owner
4. Greenland
5. Connection: Words that may have HOME in front of them:
(Home town, home made, home owner and homeland..
Bonus question. The cover photo was taken on the coastal
footpath at the end of Shore Road, Bonchurch
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
9
11

12

15
13

16

17
/

20

15

17
18

18
19
23

26

29

16

14

21

27

10

23

24

24

29

25
28

30

31

36

31

22
28

26

Last Month’s Sudoku - how did you do?
9

5

6

3

4

1

8

7

2

8

7

2

9

5

6

1

3

4

1

3

4

2

8

7

6

5

9

4

6

8

1

7

3

2

9

5

30 Capital of West Germany
(1949 - 1990) (4)
31 The fifth capital city of Italy (4)

Down

1 Large town in North Lanarkshire
(10)
7 2 1 6 9 5 4 8 3
2 Roman name for the current
3 9 5 8 2 4 7 6 1
English capital (9)
5 8 7 4 3 2 9 1 6
3 Alternative (5)
2 1 3 7 6 9 5 4 8
4 Forever (6)
6 4 9 5 1 8 3 2 7
5 Your parents’ daughter (6)
6 Flightless bird native to South
Across
America (4)
1 Country, capital Chișinău (7)
7 Italian name for Florence (8)
5 Back of the neck (6)
10 Type of ray tube (7)
8 Went round Ireland with a fridge
14 Our church is a part of this
(4,5)
initials (3)
9 Bullet visible in flight (6)
15 Capital of Germany (6)
11 - Wallach, US actor (3)
17 Type of house, many were
12 - Hodgson, former England
built after WW2 (6)
football manager (3)
19 Tax free savings account
13 London suburb, setting for the initials (3)
sitcom The Good Life (8)
21 West Scotland port, the
16 Homeless person, esp child (4) gateway to the isles’ (4)
18 - Patrese, former F1 driver (7) 24 Mr Goodman, former Strictly
judge (3)
20 French city in Haute-Vienne,
known for its porcelain (7)
25 French for ‘on’ (3)
22 Opposite of don’t (3)
26 Insect that’s ’Busy’ near Ryde
23 Birthplace of King William I (7) perhaps (3)
27 Thanks, slang (2)
29 City in Normandy with two
abbeys (4)
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The Puzzle Pages

Sudoku
A numerical
placement puzzle!
To solve it you need to fill
the grid so that every
column, every row and
every 3 x 3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9.

7

2

9

8

9

1

3

6

7
4

8
9

3

5

1
3

4
2

1

5

5

4
8

7

1

9
5

Can You Name The Year?


Asterix the Gaul’s first book was published



The Appeal for Amnesty started, later to become Amnesty
International



Rudolf Nureyev fled to the west in Paris



UK No. 1s included:
Elvis Presley ‘Wooden Heart’
Everly Brothers ‘Walk Right Back’
Del Shannon ‘Runaway’

Answer next month

Please note that the DEADLINE for contributions for
the next magazine is:

Sunday 21st February
Contributions can be emailed at anytime up to the deadline day to
the editor at:

surc.thelink@btinternet.com
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Christmas Quiz & Crossword - Answers
1. Norway

11.Feliz navidad

2. 24

12.The Nutcracker

3. Westminster Abbey

13.Germany

4. 4
5. 8

14.Prince Albert (in 1840)

6. 5

16.Minced pork

7. 359

17.You

15.A hen

8. It was foggy on Christmas Eve 18.Before the UK
9. Twelfth Night

19.Pigs in blankets

10.Poinsettia

20.Psalm 98

39

The Link - February 2021

When the pandemic is over,
details of our activities will appear here

Sunday Service
Morning 11:00


SURC Live on Facebook or Zoom

Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of each month

Weekday Activities
Monday 10:00

Prayer for Israel on the church Zoom

Tuesday 14:00

Bible Bite ministry
- on Zoom
Prayer Meeting on Zoom

19:30
Saturday 10:30

Coffee Morning on Zoom
a chance to catch up and have a chat

Details of any other services/activities that we hold will be
posted:


outside the church/on the doors



On our Facebook page



and on our website

Minister:



Day off:

Rev Brian Harley
10 Dracaena Gardens, Shanklin PO37 7JQ
01983 862485
brianharley58@gmail.com
Saturday during lockdown, otherwise Monday

Secretary: Robin Wightman
 robinwightman@aol.com

Shanklin URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance
www.shanklinurc.co.uk Registered Charity No. 1130459
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