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Lord for the year your love has kept
and guided
It was on 15th March that the last Sunday service was held in our
building – and I was over at Freshwater leading what proved to be
the last one there too.
We have all gone through fresh experiences over these 12 months,
and many of you have found it all really hard. I am aware that for
those living alone this has been a long and taxing period of isolation.
This latest lockdown has felt especially hard due to the winter
weather and the sense of weariness that this has all dragged on so.
If there was ever any sense of novelty, it has long worn off!
God has remained a constant in these uncertain times and the Rock
of Ages has been a firm anchor for many of us. Indeed, the Lord is
never absent from suffering – he’s with us in the darkest valleys in a
way that often seems more tangible that in the better and more
comfortable times when we are less in need and alert.
The regular LifeLine sheet has been a valuable means of keeping
people in touch and fed spiritually, and I am grateful to Robin and
the team who faithfully get it out to everyone each week. The very
first edition went out on 20th March as a quick response to the crisis little did we know it would still be going in 2021! And I plunged
straight into Facebook Live on 22nd March and we have gradually
developed our worship online from those tentative beginnings (the
video is still on the Facebook Group if you crave a bit of nostalgia!).
As I write, we await the Government announcement about what will
be some slow steps out of lockdown. We don’t anticipate being able
to return to “in person” services just yet, as it is so important to keep
everyone safe and to limit the spread of the virus. The Elders have
been meeting fortnightly on Zoom for prayer and discussion and
we’ll review the advice when we gather next on 5 th March (Robin has
written a piece about Church Meetings and the election of Elders,
which is again on hold still – see page 6.
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We now look forward in anticipation as to what the year will bring.
We continue to listen to what God is saying about our next steps and
priorities and would value your input and on-going prayers as we
seek to discern his will. The snowdrops are out, along with the
crocuses, primroses and daffs - and aren’t they beautiful - signs of
new life and hope of spring and summer days.
This season of Lent is a time to consider all that God has done for us
in Christ - this may involve retreating into our own wilderness space
to make time to reflect and to pray, as Jesus did for those 40 days. It
can be a time for sorting out priorities and getting our focus right. Do
allow the challenges of recent Sunday services to speak fresh verve
and hope to you as you welcome Jesus and his Kingly reign into
your life.
May you be lifted and inspired over these coming weeks. We are
people of the Risen King - Good News People in a Bad News World.
Let’s seek to make a difference for his name’s sake.
With all good wishes, in Christ,

Alpha
Our first Online Alpha Course began in January and has been going
really well. The new Film Series videos produced in 2018 are
excellent and, as always, the material is challenging and thought
provoking.
Do please pray for the guests who are eagerly exploring what faith
in Jesus Christ means.
Please get in touch with Brian in you’d be interested in joining a
future series.  862485
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Tuesday Prayer at 19:30

is held via Zoom using the same
account as for the live service broadcasts – see the opposite page
for details.
It has been great to have a good number sharing together each
week – do please join us if you are able – you can ring in from an
ordinary phone which is a normal landline charge.
Do continue to use our Prayer Chain if there are urgent and
important issues that need prayer. Phone Hazel on 865181 or Jean
on 863850 - do please consider joining if you are mostly around at
home. It is important to be able to mobilise an army of prayer
warriors at short notice.

Prayer for Israel – is held each Monday from 10:00-11:00 on
the church Zoom. Please contact Roy & Melodie if you would be
interested in joining an ‘Israel Revealed’ group starting soon:
melodieroywilson@gmail.com or  866912

Pray4URC - on Facebook Live on 4th & 11th March
The GEAR team continues this short series for four
Thursdays leading up to URC Mission Council in mid
March. A guest will introduce some prayer needs in
the URC family and then a panel will lead prayers for
just 15 minutes while others can listen in and chip in
with comments and prayers via the Comment facility
Everyone is welcome to tune in on the dedicated Facebook page
which goes live at 20:00 in readiness for the 20:15 start. Please do
join in on the above dates www.facebook.com/Pray4URC
Short prayer videos are also posted on the page each Thursday at
20:15 - do tune in or watch them at any point later..
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Live Streaming of Services
During this period when we cannot meet for
worship, we are streaming services via Facebook
Live – just search for Shanklin United Reformed
Church.

Sundays at 11:00
Tuesdays at 14:00
You don’t have to be a Facebook user to access a Facebook Page –
use this link and it should take you in...
www.facebook.com/pg/ShanklinUnitedReformedChurch
Tune in and watch – and feel that sense of togetherness during the
live broadcast. If you are Facebook user you can share your
greetings and thoughts on the screen as it goes along.
Those who are not on the internet can also access the audio feed
via the Zoom Video Conferencing facility on their ordinary phone
line.
If you want to phone in to listen, please dial:
02034 815240
or 02030 512874 (an alternative line)
Follow the instructions and when prompted for the meeting:
- Meeting ID:

324 266 5584 then #

- for Participant ID:

just press #

- for Password: press 936536 then #
Audio and video recordings of our recent services can be found
on our website at:

www.shanklinurc.co.uk/sermons
Many thanks to Pete, Malc and Colin for making all this possible.
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Election of Elders
As many of you may recall, Church Members were
about to have an election for our eldership when the
first lockdown began last March. We were unable to
hold a Church Meeting and as a result, the current
elders team agreed to continue in their roles until an
election could be held.
Elders have been meeting on Zoom as a team
regularly since then and have tried to keep everyone
informed of what decisions are being made and why.
This is in line with URC guidance on the issue.
We are now at the time of year once again, when elections should
be in process, but it is unlikely that we will be able to physically meet
together in a meaningful and fully representative way for some time.
Last year, three of our current elders had decided to stand down and
we had received nominations for these posts. This year, two more
elders will have reached the end of their 3-year terms. In the
circumstances, we feel that it is best to continue as we have done for
the past year and then to hold elections in the usual way as soon as
we are able. I have received confirmation from all current elders that
they are happy to continue in this way for the time being.
Some congregations have held Church Meetings on Zoom but we
are aware that this would be difficult for a number of our committed
people so have not felt it right to try and gather for business in this
way. Although some reports are required for our church annual
accounts, others, which would usually be presented to our AGM, will
not be produced at present. We would be happy to receive your
feedback on this as we continue to navigate these unprecedented
times.
I hope you will agree that this is the best course of action at present,
however, should you have any concerns please do contact me or
Brian.

Robin
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Would You Like to See Our Sunday Services?
You may recall that in January I wrote to you all giving details of a
scheme to allow those who cannot fully access our online content to
do so by loaning a small device (tablet) from the church.
We now have one tablet up and running which has been trialled by
a couple of members who do not have internet access. This was
successful and we would like to expand this to other folk within the
fellowship. There is no cost involved and the tablet will come already
connected to the internet.
Please let me know if you can’t fully access our services and
meetings (perhaps because you have a small smartphone) and
would be interested in loaning the tablet we have available.
The tablet is set up to allow simple access to our content, including
Sunday services, Bible Bites, Zoom prayer meetings and Saturday
coffee mornings etc and we can show you how to use it at a socially
distanced meeting!

Why not give it a try?
If interested, please do get in touch with myself, Brian, or Pete
Dawson.
Thanks,
Robin
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Good News!
The March edition is another excellent
one of this newspaper.
This past year has been a real
challenge for the team responsible for
its publication. Many churches have
paused their orders during Covid-19
restrictions and lockdowns, resulting in
most of their print runs making losses.
However, some customers have actually
increased their order and new people
have started using the paper.
Please pray for wisdom for the GN Team as they adjust to a greatly
reduced circulation. They are convinced that they should continue to
publish monthly to support their many customers in their outreach,
as well as the prisoners across the country who receive free copies.
The new one has the striking front page article: ‘Good News for the
Poor - How a would be killer turned into a lifesaver after a
miracle U-turn’.
Other items include ‘Astronaut Worships in Space’ - the story of
an astronaut celebrating Communion on the International Space
Station, and another one is ‘Nobel Prize Winner Can’t Deny God’.
Although we cannot distribute the newspaper at church at present,
copies go out to everyone who receives the printed LifeLine. Could
you use one or more copies - to read and pass on to family, a
neighbour, a friend?
Many people have questions at this challenging time and this useful
and inspiring newspaper could be just what begins to answer such
questions. Do ring me and I will get a copy/copies to you (
864379).
Blessings
Jane
Source: GN Newspaper
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Hello to Sisters & Brothers at SURC
from Pat Moore
At last there is a spare moment to write to you to explain/update/
thank you.
Explanations first - some of you knew my daughter Sam and her
children, Michela and Joshua. Some even from when we first arrived
in Shanklin when she was just 7 years old. Others will have seen her
with me occasionally, even in church. She was an extremely private
person and didn’t ever want people ‘knowing her business’ so I had
to be very careful not to make public her health condition - for 10
long years! So, apologies to anyone who ever found me whispering
in a corner or having a good old cry and not wanting to talk.
Sam was diagnosed with breast cancer in 2010, went through the
rigorous treatment and after 2 years seemed to be in good health.
There were 5 years of fun and laughter then in 2017 came the
diagnosis of secondary cancer.
She tasked her amazing oncologist to get her through 6 years till
Joshua would be 18. Unfortunately, his best efforts and equally
amazing drugs ran out at the beginning of last year and she died in
the hospice in April - not the easiest time for her and the family and
friends as the new virus regulations were changing every day. But, it
was amazing how God was putting the right people across our paths
just at the right moment - too long a story for here but maybe for her
wake, whenever that might be…
About a year beforehand, God had given me a vision of her in
heaven. She looked straight at me and said, “I’m alright now, Mum.”
I kept that deep in my heart. It was suddenly too late to tell her that
myself because we were not able to visit but I could write a letter and
the nurses read it to her. They said she became very peaceful then,
even though she could no longer speak. Her nearest family were
allowed to visit after she died and I then promised her to take on the
task of ‘getting Joshua to 18’!
So here we are - the update is: Joshua and Pat are at the family
house with the dog and two cats. That is enough to get one up in the
mornings. 07:00 sees Joshua go off to do his newspaper round and
Pat to walk the dog. There has been so much to do in the house and
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garden. Because of Covid and so many people working from home,
dealing with agencies over the phone has been like climbing a very
steep, rugged mountain. I confess to having a dry chuckle during
Ellen’s talk on the wilderness. This has felt like a forest of fallen trees
and landslips to clamber around! But, again, so often when things
seem to be impossible, God turns up the right person to help.
Lastly and most importantly, a big thank you is long overdue - and
is still ongoing.
Thank you for cards, flowers and gifts. Some people I can never
thank in person because they were anonymous - you know who you
are and I pray that God will repay you many fold for your kindness.
Thank you for generosity in sharing knowledge, expertise and
information. Some asked for and some just offered anyway!
Thank you for all those prayers - even when you didn’t know any
facts about the situation, you were praying, and I could feel it. It is
such a privilege to be living in a sort of bubble of prayer.
One day we shall all be together again in that refurbished church
building. We shall even be able to invite each other round for a
cuppa - but meanwhile we have that strong bond of fellowship - ‘the
cords that cannot be broken’ - to keep us going. Don’t forget my
family’s motto: Keep on keeping on… 

Connection Quiz
1. What element has the chemical symbol Au?
2. Which is the largest city in the US state of Nebraska?
3. What was Excalibur to King Arthur?
4. In Roman mythology, who was the female
counterpart of Jupiter?
5. And so finally, what is the connection between
the answers to questions 1 - 4?
Bonus Question: Where was the cover photograph
taken?
Answers are on page 43
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News from Release International
How are you persevering under lockdown?
Back in March 2020 not many of us could have predicted that one
year later we would still be in lockdown. Throughout that time our
ability to meet together as God’s people has been restricted in
varying ways which has presented huge challenges and caused
frustration. But in our prolonged experience of lockdown we have an
ongoing opportunity to identify with persecuted Christians - especially
with those of our brothers and sisters who bear the weight of
sustained, systematic restrictions because of their faith. Together with
them we are learning more about endurance, steadfastness and
hope.
(from Release Prayer Alert)
We are very grateful to Robin who downloads Release’s updates for
us to keep us informed between the publication of their quarterly
magazine and it is really important to know what is happening to our
brothers and sisters who not only are facing the huge issues of the
pandemic but increased persecution because of their love for Jesus.
We share below from Release very concerning news of the situation
of Chinese believers and would covet your prayers for them at this
very challenging time, to quote:

China: Christians Braced for Tough New Year
(17 Feb 2021)
As China begins a new year,
Christians in the country are readying
themselves for further crackdowns.
China has developed a powerful
system of digital surveillance, which it
has integrated with the apparatus of
the state. The country is said to have
installed more than half a billion
surveillance cameras, many with stateof-the-art face-recognition systems.
Release’s partner in the region reports: ‘Digital authoritarianism is a
growing challenge. The Chinese Communist Party has hundreds of
12

millions of face-recognition cameras all over China. They keep watch
over every street corner, from the four walls of church buildings and
even from pulpits.’
Online worship or prayer meetings – a lifeline for the rest of the world
during lockdown – have been banned.
Many churches have been ordered to tear down the crosses from
their rooftops and lawyers who try to defend the right to display the
Christian cross have been disbarred and even abducted. Parents are
no longer allowed to take their children to services, the Communist
Party flag has to be openly displayed, and pastors are required to
pledge in writing their absolute loyalty to the Party and the ideology of
President Xi Jinping.
Please pray for our persecuted brothers and sisters in China. One of
the most heavily persecuted churches is the Early Rain Covenant
Church in Chengdu.
The church has been under severe attack since 2018, said Bob. More
than 200 elders, pastors and deacons have been arrested, and its
pastor, Wang Yi, has been convicted and sentenced to nine years’
imprisonment, accused of subversion of state power.
‘Our investigations show that at least 80 members of the Early Rain
Covenant Church were tortured, physically and mentally – some very
severely, to the point where they are still struggling with mental
challenges,’ said Bob.
Yet, there is good news: ‘Despite the severe persecution, extreme
surveillance and forced eviction of many from their homes, the church
is actually growing,’ says Bob. ‘Many new believers have been
baptised.’
Praise God that the good news of this Kingdom is not chained and
for the amazing miracle of the Church’s growth.
Other News for Prayer
China
Pastor Zhang Shaojie has been transferred to
another prison in Henan province where he will
spend his first two months in ‘concentrated
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education’. Please pray for this dear pastor who has five more years
to serve of a 12-year sentence. During the time he ministered at
Nanle County Christian Church, Pastor Zhang regularly contributed
to defending other people’s rights.
Eritrea - Many of you will remember the Release Campaign for
Eritrea: Pray 173 - the number of Christians who had been in prison
for 10 years or more because of their faith. Thank you to those who
have continued to pray and a recent update includes good news in
this regard:
Thank you for praying for
Christians imprisoned for their faith
in Eritrea. We understand that 70
evangelical and Orthodox believers
were released from prison earlier
this month. We thank God for their
release; some had been behind
bars for 12 years. Please continue
to pray for those who remain in
detention and also for Christians
who have been affected by the
conflict in the Tigray area of northern
Ethiopia: some have fled the area while others may have been
forcibly repatriated to Eritrea.
Iran
Please
continue
to
pray
for
Iranian
convert Ebrahim Firouzi, who has just been
arrested and detained in Chabahar prison in
southeast Iran after releasing videos detailing
harassment by Iranian intelligence. Ebrahim,
who had been serving a term of internal exile,
asked Christians to pray that God would be
glorified rather than that he would be acquitted.
Thank you so much for your prayers - they are so valued - please
continue to uphold our brothers and sisters in the Persecuted
Church and do ask me for the excellent magazine that gives more
information for prayer ( 864379). Alternatively, to read it online, go
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to releaseinternational.org/resources/magazines/.
Release are putting quite a lot online and coming up is an event with
guest speaker Lazarus Yeghnazar sharing on ’Christian
Persecution in Iran’.
Lazarus (pictured right) is from an
Armenian background. Converted
as a child, he became a church
leader in Iran and was twice
imprisoned in his early 20s for his
gospel preaching. He and his wife
later felt called to leave the country.
From the West he now runs 222
Ministries International that seeks to
train church leaders, plant churches
and disciple believers in Iran.
The meeting for England will be held online as a ticket only event on
Thursday, 11th March using Zoom and will start at 19:30. Lazarus will
speak and then there will be time for questions. Each meeting will
last about 75 minutes.
If you wish to attend this free Zoom event, ‘Christian Persecution
in Iran - Strengthening the Church in the Midst of Oppression’
further information can be found at:
releaseinternational.org/tour/lazarus-yeghnazar/
Free tickets can be booked at:
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/christian-persecution-in-iran-with-releaseinternational-tickets-138636640925
A link to join the event on Zoom will be sent to you after registration
on Eventbrite.
There are other meetings being held for Northern Ireland, Scotland
and Wales and if you are busy on the night for our region, and wish
to book on any of the dates, you are welcome to do so, subject to
availability.
Blessings in love in our Lord Jesus Christ from the Prayer Group
Source: Release International
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A VERY GOOD PLACE TO START
~ our essential identity, the effects of the fall, and our redemption

In January Neil Anderson
spoke of our essential identity
in one of his devotionals and
I watched “The Sound of
Music” for the first time. It
seems to me that, in the
words of Julie Andrews, the
very beginning is a very good
place to start!
Let’s see what Neil has to say about the first Adam and Jesus
Christ, the last Adam ….

***

Our Essential Identity
“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to
Our likeness’" (Genesis 1:26)
“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world,
and death through sin and so death spread to all men, because all
sinned” (Romans 5:12)
Adam was created physically and spiritually alive. He possessed
eternal life from his first breath and enjoyed God's abiding presence in
the Garden of Eden. Furthermore, unlike the animal kingdom that
operated by divine instinct, Adam was created in the likeness of God
with a mind, emotions and will, giving him the ability to think, feel and
choose. No other created being can make that claim.
After creating Adam, we read in Genesis that “The LORD God said, ‘It
is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable
for him’”. So He created Eve. They both enjoyed a sense of belonging
to God and each other. Not only that, “God blessed them and said to
them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and
subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky
and over every living creature that moves on the ground.’”. Adam
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and Eve didn't have to search for significance; they had it in their
relationship with God. And because God was present with them, they
lived in perpetual safety and security.
Eternal life, identity, purpose, significance, security, and a sense of
belonging are all attributes of mankind created in the image of God.
Adam and Eve experienced these attributes in full measure, and we
were destined to enjoy them too.
Unfortunately, the idyllic setting in the Garden of Eden was shattered.
Genesis 3 tells the sad story of Adam and Eve's lost relationship with
God through sin. The effects of man's fall were dramatic, immediate,
and far-reaching, infecting every subsequent member of the human
race.
What happened to Adam and Eve spiritually because of the fall?
They died. Their union with God was severed and they were
separated from God. In Genesis 2, God had specifically said: “you
must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for
when you eat from it you will certainly die”. They ate and they
died.
Did they die physically? No. The process of physical death was set in
motion, but they were alive physically for several hundred more
years. They died spiritually; their souls were separated from God.
They were banished from God's presence. They were cast out of the
Garden of Eden and guarding the entrance were cherubim waving a
flaming sword. When Adam sinned, he died spiritually and forfeited
everything God had provided. Being separated from God, Adam's
glowing attributes became glaring needs.
After Adam, everyone who comes into the world is born physically
alive but spiritually dead, separated from God. Paul wrote: "As for
you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which
you used to live” (Ephesians 2:1). As children of Adam born
separated from God, we come into the world with these same glaring
needs. We wander through life striving to make a name of ourselves,
looking for security in temporal things, and searching for significance
apart from God. Is it a hopeless quest? No! We can fulfil these needs
by establishing a personal relationship with God through faith in
Jesus Christ.
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How did Jesus remedy this problem? In two dramatic life-changing
ways. First, He died on the cross to cure the disease that caused us
to die ~ sin. Then He rose from the dead to give us spiritual life. "For
the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 6:23). Jesus Himself said, "I
have come that they may have life, and have it to the full" (John
10:10).
The bad news is that, as a child of Adam, you inherited spiritual
death. But the eternally good news is that, as a child of God through
faith in Christ, you will live forever because of the life He has
provided for you.
Everything Adam enjoyed in the garden before he sinned is now at
our disposal.
Loving heavenly Father, thank you for sending Jesus to die for
my sin so I may have eternal life. Thank You that in Christ my
need for identity, significance, security, and a sense of
belonging are met.
***

The Two Adams: Which One?
“Then as through one transgression there resulted
condemnation to all men, even so through one act of
righteousness there resulted justification of life to all
men” (Romans 5:18)
The reason so many Christians are not enjoying the maturity and
freedom, which is their inheritance in Christ, is because they hold
wrong self-perceptions. They don't see themselves as they really are
in Christ. They don't understand the dramatic change that occurred
in them the moment they trusted in Him. They don't see themselves
the way God sees them, and to that degree, they suffer from a poor
self-image. They don't grasp their true identity. They identify
themselves with the wrong Adam.
Too many Christians identify only with the first Adam. Sure, you
inherited physical life from Adam. But if you're a Christian, that's
where the similarity ends. You are now identified with the last Adam,
Jesus Christ. You are not in Adam; you are in Christ: “and God
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raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly
realms in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:6). The difference between
the two Adams in your history is eternally profound. You need to be
sure you're identifying with the right one!
The first thing we notice about Christ, the last Adam, is His complete
dependence on God the Father. The first Adam was tempted to live
independently of God and chose to believe the serpents lie about the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. But Jesus was totally
dependent on the Father, this is how He himself puts it:
“By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my
judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who
sent me” (John 5:30)
“Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the
Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of
me” (John 6:57)
“Jesus said to them, ‘If God were your Father, you would love
me, for I have come here from God. I have not come on my own;
God sent me’” (John 8:42)
“Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is
in me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own
authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his
work” (John 14:10)
“Now they know that everything you have given me comes from
you” (John 17:7)
A second vital difference between the two Adams relates to spiritual
life. When Adam sinned, he died spiritually. Like the first Adam,
Jesus was born spiritually alive as well as physically alive. But unlike
the first Adam, Jesus did not forfeit His spiritual life at some point
through sin. He kept His spiritual life all the way to the cross. There
He died, taking the sins of the world upon Himself. Now in His
resurrected, glorified body, Christ lives on today and for all eternity.
Are you identifying with Jesus Christ, the last Adam, today?
Being in Christ, and all that it means to Christian maturity and
freedom, is the overwhelming theme of the New Testament. For
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example, in the six chapters of the Book of Ephesians alone there
are 40 references to being in Christ and having Christ in you. For
every reference to Christ being in you, there are 10 to you being in
Christ. Being in Christ is the most critical element of our identity.
But we weren't born in Christ. We were born in sin, thanks to the first
Adam. What is God's plan for transforming us from being in Adam to
being in Christ? We must be born again, “Truly, truly, I say to you,
unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God” (John 3:3).
Physical birth only gains us physical life. Spiritual life, the eternal life
Christ promises to those who come to Him, is only gained through
spiritual birth, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal
life” (John 3:36).
What does it mean to be spiritually alive in Christ? The moment you
were born again your soul came into union with God in the same
way Adam was in union with God before the Fall. Your spiritual
union with God is complete and eternal because it is provided by
Christ, the last Adam. As long as Christ remains alive spiritually, you
will remain alive spiritually - and that's for eternity.
Contrary to what many Christians believe, eternal life is not
something you get when you die. You are spiritually alive in Christ
right now. That's how you got to be in union with God, by being born
again spiritually. You'll never be more spiritually alive than you are
right now. The only thing that will change when you die physically is
that you will exchange your old earthbound body for a new one. But
your spiritual life in Christ, which began when you personally trusted
Him, will merely continue on.
Salvation is not a future addition; it's a present transformation. And
that transformation occurs at spiritual birth, not physical death. God's
Word promises, "He who has the Son has the life; he who does
not have the Son of God does not have the life" (1 John 5:12).
Eternal life is something you possess right now because you're in
Christ. Believe it. Rejoice in it.
Thank You, Father, for the last Adam - Jesus Christ - through
whom I am saved and sealed. I declare that with Your help I will
seek to live in my true identity today and every day.
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Thank You, Lord, that my eternal salvation is a present-day
reality. I rejoice in this wonderful security and assurance.
Neil Anderson
Freedom in Christ Ministries
Daily Devotionals
Used by permission
We must identify ourselves with the last Adam, Jesus, who said:
“Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit
by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit
unless you remain in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. If
you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart
from me you can do nothing” (John 15:4-5)
Bearing fruit in the Christian life requires abiding in Jesus. Let’s
ponder on these Bible verses:
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life” (John 3:16)
“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name
under heaven given to mankind by which we must be
saved” (Acts 4:12)
“Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through me’” (John 14:6)
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works,
so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created
in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:8-10)

Thank you, Father God, that you gave your only Son.
Thank you, Jesus, that you sacrificed all to bring us home.
Thank you, Holy Spirit, for dwelling in us, helping us to
bear fruit.
Robin
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Stepwise – Discipleship Development for everyone
Come and See via Zoom
Tuesday March 9th 19:30 – 20:30
Would you like to find out more about Stepwise ‘Faith Filled Life’
and have an update on the other streams now up and running?
Come and see what opportunities there may be for you and/or
members of your churches to deepen their walk with God through
Stepwise.
A Stepwise ‘Faith Filled Life’ group has been running successfully
online since September 2020 and we would love to get another
group started.
Following on from this success our next ‘group’ will also be run
online, avoiding any geographical constraints
Contact Ruth Heine at bookings@urcwessex.org.uk to receive
the Zoom link
Or for more information please contact Mary Thomas or Ruth
White
Mary Thomas: dso-s@urcwessex.org.uk 07947 310040
Ruth White:

cydo-s@urcwessex.org.uk
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07918 647955

Stepwise – Walking The Way
My journey into Stepwise began about two years ago. I had
approached Brian about what I believe to be the calling that God has
placed on my life and in a nutshell, wanted to know what training
was available and how best to proceed going forward. After a couple
of meetings and much prayer and thought, Brian suggested I start
with the Stepwise discipleship development programme. This would
involve meeting with other likeminded people on a regular basis and
exploring faith and other important questions. After some
investigation on Brian’s part, it turned out that there wasn’t anyone
else on the Isle of Wight who was participating in this programme,
which posed something of a problem and so, between us, we
decided to wait, whilst Brian made further enquiries on my behalf.
And then, as we all know, lockdown became our new way of life but
God can surmount even these seemingly improbable situations!
Happily, around the middle of last year, the Wessex Synod proposed
piloting a Stepwise programme online and after encouragement from
Brian, I signed up and in September 2020, began my voyage of
discovery.
So, what is Stepwise, I hear you asking? Stepwise is part of Walking
the Way and is presented as a part of the overall discipleship
development programme. It offers you the opportunity to meet with a
range of other people from all walks of life, across the country and
together, you are able to explore your faith and how it relates to you,
your church and your community and perhaps most importantly, how
you relate to God. I am now approximately five months into the
programme and thus, am nearing the end of the first thread, called:
“Faith-filled life.” If you are considering joining Stepwise, this is the
very first foundational course/stream you will be asked to do. After
that, you would be able to complete any of the other four streams
included in this.
I became part of a group of lovely people, plus two wonderful
facilitators and we meet every three weeks on Zoom (used to be
four). In-between, we are asked to complete ‘homework,’ and keep a
journal, all designed to further our thinking and deepen our spiritual
walk. We also each have a mentor, whom we choose and we are
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asked to meet with them after every second or third session to
discuss how things are going, how we feel we are developing, talk
about any problems and pray.
So far, I have enjoyed every single session and usually find myself
looking forward to the upcoming session. The homework is
challenging and there is quite a bit of it but it can be done in an
evening, if you apply yourself!
Although I am nearing the end of this particular stream, it is also a
nearing of the beginning of the next part of my journey......Stepwise
has been an eye-opener in so many different ways. I have learned
far more than I ever expected to and it has challenged me to think
about a myriad of things in ways I’d never considered before.
It has caused me to re-consider who I actually am in relation to God
and who I am in relation to my church and to the community I find
myself a part of every day. The beauty of Stepwise is that it invites
you to bring the presence of Jesus Christ into the ‘everyday’ of life,
right where you are. You are asked to consider your strengths and
needs within the framework of your local community and church.
The course is comprehensively designed and there is plenty of
‘meat’ to digest. It is very well put together and there is an
abundance of information for you to explore in your own time, after
you have completed your online session.
The two hourly online sessions themselves are packed with activities
and discussions from the moment we start until the moment we
finish but we also have fun along the way! For instance, in the last
session, we were asked to draw up a timeline of our lives....well, that
was an education!! But from that exercise, we were asked to
consider where God had been along the different points we’d
highlighted. It certainly was an enlightening experience for me!
The mentoring part of the programme is equally important. The
mentor is guided by the Stepwise co-ordinators and they are given
notes about what each session involves and there are suggested
questions for them to ask you at your meeting. To be honest, at first,
I wasn’t terribly keen on this part of it; I was very nervous but after
the first session with my mentor, I realised just how much it is
actually needed. It gives you the opportunity to unload and have a
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good heart-to-heart; to consider everything you’ve learned and even
learn more from your mentor. I’ve discovered that having a third
party on the outside looking in, is vital to your continued spiritual
growth. It keeps you on course and offers an extra opportunity to
discuss and think about how you’re feeling or how you’ve been
affected by things that have been discussed in the Stepwise group
meeting, as well as opening up further avenues of thought from the
questions your mentor might put to you. I’m deeply grateful for the
mentor that has agreed to take this journey with me and to Brian for
his patient and quiet support in the background, through all of this.
I am part of an amazing group of very different individuals from
various backgrounds and from as far away as Scotland! For myself, I
know that I have made a lifelong friend or two, with very definite
plans to visit, once restrictions are lifted. I very much doubt that this
would have happened, had I not become involved with Stepwise.
Our two facilitators are fantastic and are always very well prepared,
meeting us where we’re at and shepherding us as we ‘walk the way.’
They are well informed and are not afraid to challenge our thinking,
as well as introducing us to new ideas and different, creative ways of
approaching situations we might find ourselves in. Spiritually, each
of us is at a different place in our walk with the Lord and it is
fascinating to hear about where we all are, what we all think and how
we all might deal with different things. Where disagreements might
arise, these are always dealt with in a respectful manner within the
safe confines of the group. I have learned a lot from the other
members of my group and that is something I will treasure always.
The lockdown presented a few unique problems of its own. For
example, part of the programme involves doing a group project.
Usually, we’d be put in pairs and sent out into the community to
gather information for the project and come up with a ‘finished
product,’ so to speak. Naturally, this isn’t possible and yet, those
behind the Stepwise initiative have risen admirably to the challenge
and have found a way around it that will enable us to complete the
project from the comfort of our own homes! I’m looking forward to
what’s in store!
My walk with God has been challenged. It has grown and expanded;
it has definitely deepened and changed along the way. I have
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learned to look at myself a little differently, in a more positive and
gentler way perhaps.
I have come to learn that there are many, many different ways of
approaching ministry, some of which I’d never even heard of or
considered before Stepwise.
I have learned to think about where I fit, about who I am and what
kind of journey I’m on, what my walk with God looks like and where I
believe He might be leading me and what the next steps might be,
what God might want of me; I’ve learned to think more deeply about
my faith and the challenges and questions it raises. It has caused
me to think about how some of the things I’ve learned, might be
implemented in my own life, in my local community and in my
church.
I have learned to look at my life, as well as my community and
church life, through different eyes, with more understanding and
appreciation for the challenges and difficulties that come with it and
how to creatively approach and meet these challenges head on; of
how I might somehow be of more use where God has placed me. It
has certainly been an adventure and one I’m keen to continue!!
The URC will soon be offering another online Stepwise course. It is
open to everyone and I would love to encourage you to take part. It
is well worth it! You can put as much, or as little into it, as you wish
but you will certainly leave it fulfilled, enriched and changed. Who
knows what God will do in your life because of it?
For myself, as I come to the end of the first stream, understanding
more about who I am, where I am and where I would like to go, God
willing, may I ask for your prayers, for wisdom and that any decisions
about the future are Spirit-led and that He will open the way for me
to ‘Walk the Way,’ all for His glory.
With love and blessings
Sheilagh
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Call a Friend
According to a poll, 26% of UK adults cannot remember the last time
someone, other than family, called them to ask them how they were.
The survey was commissioned by the Christian helpline ‘Premier
Lifeline’, which in response has launched a Call 5 Campaign to
encourage us all to call at least five we know would benefit from a
conversation at this time of isolation.
I’m sure we are longing for the day when we can worship again in
our church, but in the meantime, as our minister, Brian, has
encouraged us, perhaps we can think of Church family - or anyone
in our circle of folk, who would value a call.
Sleepless Nights?
If you have found sleep eluding you at this time, another of
Premier's ministries is there for you. Premier Christian Radio is
on the air (DAB Digital Radio or Freeview 725 or online or app)
throughout the night with beautiful music ‘Hope in the Night’ and
inspiring ministry ‘Bringing the Word to Life’
Their devotional ‘Voice of Hope’ booklet lists their programme
schedule for each week, as well as 64 days of Bible based devotions
on the theme ‘Be Still and Know’. You can also find their schedule
online at www.premierchristianradio.com/Schedule.
On Sunday evenings at 21:00 Noël Tredinnick of ’Prom Praise’
shares ’All Souls in Praise’ - much loved hymns, anthems and
choruses - a very special time of worship to end the day.
I receive several copies of ’Voice of Hope’ - would you like one? Do
let me know and I will get it to you ( 864379). Alternatively you can
sign-up to receive your own
copy at www.premier.org.uk/
resource/voice-of-hopemagazine/#sign-up.
Loving greetings in Jesus.
Jane H
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A Brilliant Time to Give
It has been so good to learn from their recent mailings that gifts to
Tearfund and The Leprosy Mission will be doubled at this time.
The Leprosy Mission will have any gifts received before 24 th April
doubled by the UK government, and this will enable local
communities to bring an end to leprosy in Mozambique.
To quote The Leprosy Mission:
For Too Long, Leprosy Has Torn Lives Apart
But not any more, because you can support Leprosy Changemakers
determined to bring life-changing medicine and care to their
communities. Better still, until 24th April your donations will be doubled
by the UK government to help more people in Mozambique live free
from leprosy. Together, we will end leprosy transmission, disability
and discrimination. That's unconditional. Today we're inviting you to
become a Leprosy Changemaker. Explore the village of Namatua,
meet some of its residents and find out how you have a part to play in
ending leprosy in Mozambique.
The Difference Your Donation Will Make
You’re invited to join a community of Leprosy Changemakers – the
health workers, public speakers, and volunteers determined to make
leprosy a thing of the past. Your donation can help set all this in
motion by providing medical care for people affected by leprosy and
equipping them to transform lives through Community Hubs. These
will be places where people can access wellbeing services and job
training.
It won’t be easy. But it will be worth it to see people affected by
leprosy welcomed back into the heart of their communities, where
they belong. They’ll also learn about protecting their crops and
livelihoods from the impact of extreme weather. All of these activities
will help communities to take the lead in ending leprosy and poverty
now and for generations to come.
For more information and to donate,
www.leprosymission.org.uk/campaign/#/

please

go

to

With regard to Tearfund, an incredibly generous group of Tearfund
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supporters have offered to match every pound given to this appeal up to £1 million until 30th April 2021!
To quote from Tearfund:
If there’s one thing the coronavirus pandemic has shown, it’s that we
can’t afford to take our basic necessities for granted. Like having
clean water to wash our hands, enough food to eat and access to
healthcare - these things no one can go without. At lent we may
choose to give up certain things, but right now, people like Abeer
(pictured) cannot afford to give anything up. Our Lent Appeal is
aimed at helping people like her, those that are in the greatest need
around the world.
We met Abeer in Iraq in late 2019
before the pandemic began. She had
been forced to flee her home to
escape the conflict. She walked
through the night to a temporary camp,
carrying her youngest, desperate to
keep her children safe. “We fled for
survival,” Abeer said. “The conflict destroyed everything. Now I am
living with my family in this camp but this is not home… Home is my
family and my relatives. I am always thinking about them. I miss
them so much.”
Your gift this lent could provide families around the world with the
basic essentials no one should have to go without. It will also
encourage you to know that your gift will have twice the impact for
someone like Abeer.
To make a donation, go to www.tearfund.org/campaigns/lent-appeal
(online giving reduces Tearfund’s administration costs by up to
25%), or send to Tearfund for their Lent Appeal to:
100 Church Road, Teddington TW11 8QE or  020 3906 3906.
If you would like to know more, do give me a call ( 864379).
Blessings
Jane H
Sources: Tearfund & Leprosy Mission
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The prophecy below, shared with the Prayer for Israel
group, is submitted for The Link by Denise Sturgis, and is
followed by a word of exhortation from her.

Prophetic word received by David Noakes
(23rd January 2021)

Beloved, I have spoken before, but how many have listened? Yet
now I speak again to those who have ears to hear, who call
themselves by my Name.
Your nation is in great trouble and your national life is in disorder and
ruins. Yet I listen in vain for voices of repentance.
There is anguish over the tens of thousands who have perished in
the scourge of sickness which I have allowed to come upon you; yet
hardly a thought is given to the millions of my unborn children whom
I have created in the womb but whom you have killed before they
have even come to the birth. Your nation is polluted with their
innocent blood, yet you continue and even increase this unabated
slaughter.
I honour those who strive to bring comfort and healing to those who
are sick. I suffer with them in their exhaustion and despair; I weep
with those who endure bereavement and separation and loneliness.
I long to bring relief in the midst of this suffering.
O nation of Britain, turn back to me and be saved, for I am the only
one with the power of life and death. You are placing your hope in
the false god of Science to save you, but you will not succeed, for
this enemy will return again and again, and only I can defeat it and
bring an end to this suffering.
Where are your national church leaders in this hour of crisis? Where
are those who have authority to counsel a call for the nation to turn
to me and cry out for salvation in your helplessness? Where are
those who style themselves with titles of leadership and wear robes
of office, to whom your Queen may look for godly counsel? I listen
for them to speak the words of God, but I hear only empty mouthings
to please the world which has turned away from me as Creator and
Lord. Because of their silence, the blood of many will be on their
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hands when I call for an accounting. They are in great peril, and they
do not even know it, or they would repent and seek to lead the
nation back to the ways of God.
Beloved, you who know me, pray for these men and women who
have accepted high office but walk in compromise with the world.
Pray that they will seek me and turn to my ways. Pray that they will
have courage to speak my word and call your nation back to
righteousness. For if there is no repentance and turning to me,
increasing disaster will come upon the nation. Sickness will continue
and increase, natural disasters will multiply, your economy will
collapse beyond recovery, and your enemies will rub their hands and
take advantage of your utter helplessness.
My heart is in anguish for you, for I have loved your nation and I
desire to show mercy and to bless you once again. I desire to
restore my hand of protection to you, but not unless you will turn
back to honouring me and repent of your sin of blood-guiltiness. Will
you not, even at this late hour, turn back to me and be saved, for I
long to show you my mercy and I shrink from allowing the terrible
judgments which otherwise you will bring upon yourselves, reaping
the results of all that you have sown.
From ‘Prophecy for Today UK’ online magazine
(https://prophecytoday.uk/study/prophetic-insights/)
Published 29th January - used by permission
*********************
David Noakes read Law at Pembroke College, Oxford, and
practised as a solicitor until he was called into full-time ministry in
1975. He has served with Prophetic Word Ministries; Ellel Ministries;
Love Never Fails; European Coalition for Israel; Hatikvah Film Trust.
He has authored/co-authored several books and commits his time to
an itinerant teaching ministry, which has as its chief emphases
God’s purposes for the nation of Israel, together with the need for
preparation of the Church for the days to come.
*********************

Word of Exhortation to Church by Denise Sturgis, “I
felt such a stirring in my spirit.”
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Please, people of God – carefully read the prophecy above, by
David Noakes!
Whilst reading it myself, I felt such a stirring in my spirit of an urgent
need to pray for our nation. In 2 Chronicles 7:14, God says: “If My
people who are called by My Name will humble themselves and
pray, and seek My Face, and turn from their wicked ways, then will I
hear from Heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”
If God gives you a stirring to pray, please pray earnestly. Cry out to
God and repent on behalf of our sinful nation – that our hearts and
minds will turn to God.
I would ask you also to pray for, and include, God's people, the
Jewish nation of Israel and their land. After all, they are God's
chosen people – first and foremost; God's first love. By God's Grace
we were grafted in as Gentiles. What a wonderful privilege it is to be
part of God's Family!
Israel is facing many challenges now in many ways, and it needs
prayer for protection and wisdom.
Pray also that God will forgive us for our lack of respect for them,
and also for the general lawlessness and godlessness in our own
land, both now and in the past – especially for turning our backs on
his chosen people.
Pray for our government, that they will once again seek God and
bring back the offering of daily prayers in parliament.
More than ever, we need God's Hand of Grace to cleanse of our
land of sin and these viruses.
Pray weekly without ceasing.
Pray also that many of God's people in our land will do as we do for
an awakening of God’s Spirit and for an anointing over the UK, and
over God's people plus their land, Israel, in Yeshua Messiah's
Name, amen.
Father God really does, in His Mercy, answer our prayers
God's word says: “Whatever you ask for in My Name here on earth
will be granted in heaven.” (John 14:13);
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“Where two or three are gathered together in My Name, there I am
amongst you.” (Matthew 18:20);
“Put your faith in God, and if you feel you lack faith, ask God to fill
you with faith.” (Mark 9:24).
Put your faith into action, praying earnestly and believing in your
heart that God hears.
God is the same yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 13:8). Let
God's Words from the Bible penetrate your spirit being. Let them
come alive to you!
Part of Romans 10:17 says, “faith comes by hearing the Word of the
Lord”.
There are many Scriptures on placing faith in God's Word, as stated
in the Bible.
I have complete confidence in the Gospel; it is God's Power to save
all who believe – first, the Jews, then also the Gentiles (Romans 1:
16) – for the Gospel reveals how God makes people right with
Himself – It is through faith from beginning to end.
As the Scripture says, “the (justified) person who has been made
right with God through faith shall live” (Romans 1:17, Galatians
3:11). Amen to this!
God's Words in the Bible are living and breathing – and they give
Life (John 6:63). Walk by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7).
Catch onto these words in your spirit that is living within you and
believe! When God says, “Take heart for I have overcome the
world.” (John 16:33); “Trust in the lord with all your heart and lean
not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him
and he will direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5&6)
“Ask, and it will be given to you, seek and you will find, knock and
the door will be opened to you, for the one who asks always
receives; the one who searches always finds; the one who knocks
will always have the door opened to him.” (Matthew 7:7–11).
Please, Church Family – heed the Call to turn back to God, and pray
for God's people and their homeland – and also for our own nation.
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Thank you all in Jesus’ Name.
God's blessing, Denise Sturgis
(Please note that the verses were written from memory and the
references were only supplied later in the typing up of the document
by Roy & Melodie so that you can look them up in the version if you
prefer)

Puzzle Pondering
Over the past months many of us have been doing jigsaws in the
‘lockdowns’.
My son treated himself to an expensive and very large puzzle to
ward off loneliness. Unfortunately, the machine which cut the pieces
was having a hit and miss day. So Christopher received 7 corner
pieces - all identical.
When he meticulously went through all the pieces to find the final
piece to go into a gap in an area of tree leaves, he found that the
piece was identical to the piece next to the gap and no use for the
remaining space.
It has brought home to me how God must be so disappointed when I
wish I could do things I see others do, or when I wish I were more
like them.
Equally, how often have I shied away from a task because, “There
are plenty of other people”?
No matter how many pieces of tree leaves the jigsaw had, the
picture was spoilt (and Christopher was disappointed), because one
piece was missing.
Many of us will remember lines from a children’s hymn:
Jesus bids us shine...
You in your small corner
and I in mine
words by Susan B Warner (1819-1885) Public Domain
Hazel Dawson
34

Saturday 3rd April
- Messy Church On Zoom
– a special time for families to explore the meaning of Easter..

Look out for details of how to join in…

But in the meantime, please be praying for:


All those involved in the preparation of Messy Church



For the children who take part
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on our Christian Brothers and Sisters
who are being persecuted for their faith
Pandemic opens up remarkable opportunities
to share the gospel in Central Asia
19 February 2021
Restrictions, repression and refusal – this is typically the story of
Christianity in Central Asia, where in many places it is immensely
difficult for believers to openly express and share faith in Jesus. But
as Christians have courageously stepped forward in the fight against
Covid-19, unique opportunities to share about Jesus are emerging.
Read on to find out more and your role in it…

“Why do you do this?”
A year ago, the moment that inspired this question in one Central
Asian country would have been fanciful. But today across the region,
where Christian activity and witness is often heavily restricted, it
reflects the remarkable opportunities the pandemic is providing for
people to hear about Jesus.
The story behind this question began when Open Doors local
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partners heard that hospitals did not have enough small, portable
machines that provide oxygen for Covid-19 patients for four hours at
a time.
Having purchased machines – thanks to your amazing generosity –
the partners contacted local hospitals, asking, “Who are the families
that cannot be taken to hospital but need urgent help?” Names and
addresses were provided for the partners to visit.
“One case was an older lady whose family was previously very
hostile to the gospel,” shares Timur, an Open Doors local partner
whose name we’ve changed to protect his identity. “The family didn’t
even ask who these people were. They accepted them very gladly.”
Whilst the lady was given oxygen for four hours, there was ample
opportunity to talk. “Central Asian people love to talk,” Timur
continues. “After the family discovered their visitors were Christians,
they asked, ‘Why do you do this?’ It was a wonderful opportunity to
reach out to this family. Now this family attend church. They haven’t
yet accepted Jesus, but their attitude completely changed.”
Christian books distributed openly for the first time in 20 years
Strict lockdown measures could easily have stopped all efforts to
help people. However, a slight shift in approach not only meant
helping over 2,500 people with vital aid – again, thanks to your
support – but it enabled local partners to cut through the restrictions
and surveillance that so often hinders their activities.
Given the limitations on leaving home, local partners made
themselves available to deliver food to people – which the
governments permitted. “In some cities, believers started to walk the
streets and help people with food shopping,” Timur says.
“Surprisingly, the police – who were watching the city and knew they
were Christians – didn’t stop them.”
“Together with the food, believers also gave out (Christian) books,”
Timur adds. “In some cases, it was the only moment, probably in the
last 20 years, when we could do this openly.”
“The negative part of Covid-19, we all know, but the positive part for
us is that many people who were closed to the gospel are suddenly
open,” Timur continues. “We could meet families, thousands of
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them. They just needed help and somebody who could come and at
least talk to them, because in some of the countries quarantine was
so strict.”
There have been other areas where local partners have quickly
adapted to lockdown restrictions. Online meetings and streaming
have developed, enabling church services, youth work and
leadership training to continue. Websites for young people are being
produced. “God found solutions for us, even in this challenging time,”
Timur says.
Timur knows well the darker side of the pandemic – several of his
key contacts have died from Covid-19.
“They are with the Lord,” he shares. “But here on the earth, we don’t
have them with us anymore. Most of them left families. All of them
were active in ministry, all of them were young – just 35 to 45.” One
of them was married with five children. “He was preaching in the
hospital, even in the last hours of his life. He was still trying to reach
out to his neighbour in the hospital.”
For Timur and other Christians, whilst there is acute pain over losing
people so dear to them, there is tremendous hope in knowing they’ll
one day see them again. “We still miss them of course – they were
all beautiful people – but we came to the point where we said, ‘We
need to think about this as though they simply went ahead of us to
another country. And there will be a very short time before we will
also go there and we will see each other.’”
Sometimes Timur questions why God allowed these faithful
believers to die. But he is finding that in trust there is overwhelming
peace. “God gives a deep peace that He is in control,” he says. “He
knows, He’s in charge.”
The devastating impact of the virus on Timur’s friends reflects the
broader effect it’s had on Central Asia.
“The problem was that, at first, people were not taking it seriously,
but then, it hit very strongly,” Timur explains. “The governments were
not ready in most Central Asian countries – not enough oxygen
machines or medicines. Our brothers and sisters would call to ask
for help to find medicines, and we tried to send it to them from
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abroad, but it was quite difficult. Many people started to die.”
Many governments, not knowing what to do, initiated strict lockdown
measures. In Uzbekistan, people couldn’t even leave home to get
food. Marketplaces, which economies and livelihoods rely upon,
emptied as personal interaction became unsafe.
“We would have so many calls from our brothers and sisters who
said to us, ‘We are going to sell our furniture,’” Timur relates. “One
sister called me and said, ‘I’ve already sold my fridge, some other
furniture, but we still don’t have enough to pay rent, and I don’t have
enough money to feed my children. Could you please do something
and help? Or at least pray.’ She was crying.
“We had these kinds of messages quite often,” Timur says. “It was
quite a heavy experience. It felt like a disaster – on the church, on
families, on people who we know.”
Timur asks for continued prayers for the local partners serving on
the frontline in Central Asia. “Pray for wisdom, because we are in a
period of tuning up our methods and activities, looking for new
opportunities, how to do even more for God in our regions,” he
shares.
Prayer is also needed for those who have Covid-19. “We don’t have
emergency cases, but with this disease we have discovered that in a
few days you can suddenly become an emergency case, so if you
could pray for these members of our team to recover, that would be
also very good.”
Timur closes with a word of gratitude for you. “We are very thankful
that, even though we have never met personally, we feel your
presence and love and faith in God, and we are very encouraged by
this. There will be some day in heaven when we will spend a lot of
time talking, looking back on the joys and on the work we could do
together.
“Thank you very much to each of you. We will also pray for your
personal situations, businesses and families, that God will protect
and guide you, and give you shalom – a deep, deep shalom in your
heart in whatever situation you are in.”
Source: Open Doors - Used by permission
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The Puzzle Pages
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Across
1 Third book of OT (9)
6 English name for the Roman
town Aquae Sulis (4)
9 Man made synthetic polymer
material (5)
10 Northern French port (6)
12 Not out (2)
13 1942 WW2 battle in N Africa,
El - (7)
14 City in the Loire region of
France (5)
16 We try to hold this type of
church quarterly (5)
18 Mr Tweed (2)
20 Male sheep (3)
22 Don’t forget (8)
24 Italian in origin coffee type (7)
26 Fictional elephant, French in

origin (5)
28 Book that’s been shortened (8)
29 French city in Grand Est
region, or Mrs Reagan (5)
Down
1 WW2 Avro aeroplane with four
engines (9)
2 Cold war delta winged jet Avro
aeroplane (6)
3 1,000kg (5)
4 Dogs (7)
5 French for ’bag’ (3)
7 Mozart's middle name (7)
8 - Browns; delicious with a fried
breakfast (4)
11 Nationality of someone from
Sidney or Brisbane (10)
15 Three score years plus ten (7)
16 Breakfast with a mixture of
oats and other cereals (6)
17 Cries noisily (4)
19 Retire from military service (5)
21 - he’s making eyes at me (2)
23 A wide way leading from one
place to another (4)
25 Thanks, slang (2)
26 To -, or not to -, that is the
question (2)
27 Ancient Egyptian deity of the
sun (2)
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The Link - March 2021

Can You Guess The Year?


Ben Johnson was stripped of his Olympic Gold Medal



A Pan Am Boeing 747 crashed at Lockerbie after a bomb
exploded aboard



‘The film Who Framed Roger Rabbit’ was on at the cinema



And UK No. 1s included:
Pet Shop Boys with ‘Heart’
Whitney Houston with ‘One Moment in Time’
The Time Lords with ‘Doctor in the Tardis’

Answer next month

‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Who, or what, is the ‘Old Lady of Threadneedle Street’?
Who won the 1996 Monaco Formula 1 Grand Prix?
In Monopoly, how much does it cost to buy Bow Street?
Where was Napoleon Bonaparte born?
In the US TV series Happy Days, who appeared as the Leather
Tuscadero?
6. Which country did Lego originally come from?
7. Who won the FA Cup in 1970?
8. Which of the Teletubbies is green?
9. What is Wales’ highest mountain?
10.Which tube line terminates at West Ruislip?
Answers next month

Please note that the DEADLINE for contributions for
the next magazine is:

Sunday 21st March
Contributions can be emailed at anytime up to the deadline day to
the editor at:

surc.thelink@btinternet.com
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Last Issue’s Solutions
- Guess the year: it was 1961
- And last month’s crossword 

Connection Quiz Answers
1. Au is the chemical symbol for gold
2. The largest city in the US state of Nebraska is Omaha
3. Excalibur was a sword
4. The female counterpart of Jupiter was Juno
5. Connection: They are four of the code words for the five DDay invasion beaches (the other one being Utah)
Bonus question. The cover photo is of:
l’église Saint-Pierre, Caen, Normandie
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Sunday Service
Morning 11:00


SURC Live on Facebook or Zoom

Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of each month

Weekday Activities
Monday 10:00

Prayer for Israel on the Church Zoom

Tuesday 14:00

Bible Bite ministry
– on Facebook or Zoom
Prayer Meeting on Zoom

19:30
Saturday 10:30

Coffee Morning on Zoom
– a chance to catch up and have a chat

Details of any other services/activities that we hold will be
posted:


outside the church/on the doors



On our Facebook page



and on our website

Minister:



Day off:

Rev Brian Harley
10 Dracaena Gardens, Shanklin PO37 7JQ
01983 862485
brianharley58@gmail.com
Saturday until 8th March, then Monday

Secretary: Robin Wightman
 robinwightman@aol.com

Shanklin URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance
www.shanklinurc.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1130459
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