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Living Hope
We used a great new worship song with the above title the other day
in our online service - the chorus goes:
Hallelujah, praise the one who set me free
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me
You have broken every chain, there's salvation in your name
Jesus Christ, my living hope*
This picks up on one of my favourite verses in the New Testament at
the beginning of Peter’s first letter:
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance
that can never perish, spoil or fade.” (1 Peter 1:3-4).
Peter himself had witnessed the death of Jesus and it must have felt
like a tragic end to a wonderful dream – all hope had now gone. He
had watched in horror at the crucifixion of this great rabbi who had
become a close companion and friend; Peter had declared him to be
the Messiah, the Son of the Living God (Matthew 16:16).
But Jesus did not cry out from the cross “I am finished” – he
announced “It is finished” (John 19:30) - the job is done; the task is
complete – mission accomplished. Death was not the end but a new
beginning and Peter and the other the disciples were about to be
utterly amazed and their lives totally transformed as they met the
risen Lord and were then filled with his Spirit.
And so, Peter announced in his great sermon on the Day of
Pentecost “God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the
agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its
hold on him.” (Acts 2:24 NIV). This was the glorious truth he had
discovered over those few weeks and which now formed the heart of
the Gospel message – good news for people from all nations.
Death could not hold Jesus down; the mighty Roman Empire could
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not wipe him out; the devil could not triumph – for the power of sin
and death and hell were broken through the sacrifice of the Lamb of
God. Jesus was victorious and so he is our living hope.
A lockdown cannot hold down our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
nor repress his living message of hope. Those who believe in him
receive new birth into a wonderful existence that is to be enjoyed
now and into eternity. Christianity is not an ancient dead religion but
a living faith based on a living saviour - one who went through death
and came out the other side.
As we approach Holy Week once again, we are invited to journey
with the Lord through the last week of his life – notably, this takes up
almost half of the gospel narratives, showing how central it is to our
faith. Let us walk with Jesus on the path to the cross – amidst
adoring and expectant crowds waving palm branches, to the sombre
events of the upper room and the agony of the garden, the arrest
and mockery of a trial... he was humiliated and savagely beaten,
then crucified between two criminals.
All this, because of God’s love for us and his passion to rescue us
from our wayward wanderings and to help us find our way home –
forgiven and restored. “There was no other good enough to pay the
price of sin - he only could unlock the gates of heaven and let us in”+
He is not locked down, and neither are we – “Where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is freedom!” (2 Corinthians 3:17 NIV). He unlocks us...!
With blessings, in Christ,

*Brian Johnson/Phil Wickham
© 2017 Phil Wickham Music/
Bethel Music Publishing
(Admin. by Song Solutions)
+Cecil Frances Alexander
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Please join in the journey:
Palm Sunday 11:00 Worship - on Facebook
Remember the clocks spring forward
Tuesday

14:00 Bible Bite - on Facebook
19:30 Prayer Meeting on Zoom

Thursday

19:30 Last Supper Experience
with Holy Communion - on Zoom

Friday

10:30 United Good Friday Service
- on this page:

www.facebook.com/ChristiansinSouthEastWight/live_videos/

19:00 Join the Elders for prayer on Zoom
Saturday

10:30 Coffee Morning on Zoom
16:00 Messy Church on Zoom

Sunday

11:00 Celebration with Holy Communion
- on Facebook

Zoom link for prayer, coffee morning and Thursday’s
service:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3242665584?
pwd=ZTlXZzBLWnkrWTNBY2JBK1o0K2ZXdz09
See page 7 for phone instructions
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Details of some special events:
Maundy Thursday – 19:30 on Zoom
Last Supper Experience with Holy Communion
In normal times we have held a joint event around tables with
members from Ryde URC on this special day to remember the Last
Supper that Jesus shared with his disciples before his arrest and
crucifixion. We are therefore arranging to host this act of worship in
our open Zoom meeting so that we can include a short time of
fellowship in ‘break out’ groups before coming together to break
bread. It is hoped that this will increase our sense of togetherness.
Join the meeting from 19:20 to say hello – those who listen to
services and pray via a phone can dial in as usual.

Good Friday – 10:30 United Service online
Local Church leaders across the Bay and Ventnor have agreed to
come together and lead a joint act of worship for Good Friday. This
is to demonstrate our unity when we are not able to hold the usual
Procession of Witness. This will be broadcast live from a Zoom
Meeting and streamed on this new page:

www.facebook.com/ChristiansinSouthEastWight/live_videos/
Phone-In Instructions to share in this service via Zoom:
1. Dial 02034 815240
2. For Meeting ID - put in 829 4573 5996 followed by #
3. For Participant ID - just put in #
4. For Password (if requested) - put in 818438 followed by #

Sunrise Prayer – on the Day of Resurrection
From 29th March, the Government roadmap allows up to six people
to meet outdoors - so you could arrange to meet with a few others
for prayer (observing social distance)…
Sunrise on 4th April is due at 06:32
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Tuesday Prayer at 19:30

is held via Zoom using the same
account as for the live service broadcasts – see the opposite page
for details.
It has been great to have a good number sharing together each
week – do please join us if you are able – you can ring in from an
ordinary phone which is a normal landline charge.
Do continue to use our Prayer Chain if there are urgent and
important issues that need prayer. Phone Hazel on 865181 or Jean
on 863850 - do please consider joining if you are mostly around at
home. It is important to be able to mobilise an army of prayer
warriors at short notice.

Prayer for Israel – is held each Monday from 10:00-11:00 on
the church Zoom. Please contact Roy & Melodie if you would be
interested in joining an ‘Israel Revealed’ group starting soon:
melodieroywilson@gmail.com or  866912

Connection Quiz
1. Which countries signed the Entente Cordiale and in which year?
2. Which 15th century English prince captured Harlech Castle & in
which year?
3. Who were ’The Few’ and in what year were they called that?
4. What is the name of the basilica in Venice and
in what year was it dedicated?
5. And so finally, what is the connection between
the answers to questions 1 - 4?
Bonus Question: Where was the cover photograph
taken? (Hint, it’s on the IoW)
Answers are on page 31
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Live Streaming of Services
During this period when we cannot meet for
worship, we are streaming services via Facebook
Live – just search for Shanklin United Reformed
Church.

Sundays at 11:00
Tuesdays at 14:00
You don’t have to be a Facebook user to access a Facebook Page –
use this link and it should take you in...
www.facebook.com/pg/ShanklinUnitedReformedChurch
Tune in and watch – and feel that sense of togetherness during the
live broadcast. If you are Facebook user you can share your
greetings and thoughts on the screen as it goes along.
Those who are not on the internet can also access the audio feed
via the Zoom Video Conferencing facility on their ordinary phone
line.
If you want to phone in to listen, please dial:
02034 815240
or 02030 512874 (an alternative line)
Follow the instructions and when prompted for
the meeting:
- Meeting ID:

324 266 5584 then #

- for Participant ID: just press #
- for Password:

press 936536 then #

Audio and video recordings of our recent services can be found
on our website at:

www.shanklinurc.co.uk/sermons
Many thanks to Pete, Malc and Colin for making all this possible.
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URC Guidance
Lockdown

on

Easing

of

As lockdown restrictions and governments’ stay-at-home
requirements begin to gradually ease across the UK, the
United Reformed Church (URC) Synod Moderators
provided updated advice to churches on 5th March:
The Moderators know that churches are keen to make plans to
reopen for public worship and other activities and so provide the
following guidance. We want to urge continued caution, both in the
timing for reopening and what happens afterwards. Information is
still being gathered about how new variants are spreading and
whether people who have been vaccinated spread the virus. The
pandemic is not over and neither shall it be for some time yet.
Pay attention to the relevant government guidance on what you can
and can’t do, and, vitally, follow it.
Additionally, we remind you of 1 Corinthians 10:23: “All things are
lawful but not all things are beneficial, and not all build up.”
Even though it may be lawful for church buildings to be open in the
later season of this pandemic, it might not yet be the right time to
open. Covid prevalence and consideration of local ‘hotspot’
information must take precedence over any date of the diary, which
might mean further delay to opening up, with decisions being
reversed at short notice.
Follow the law of love: who will you be protecting by remaining
closed for public worship, and who will you be excluding? What is
the most loving response you can make over re-opening?
We know that many have been starved of human contact through
lockdown and are desperate to resume activity. You might just find,
as in God’s kingdom, that you need to turn your thinking upsidedown. Those you thought safest to be out and about might now be
the most vulnerable (as they won’t yet have been vaccinated). Those
you have included through online worship now may again find
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themselves outside your fellowship.
The decision to re-open must properly be made by Elders’ Meetings,
considering the regulations/restrictions in place, local prevalence of
the disease and pressures on the NHS, and measures in place to
control risk of infection both in the church and the grounds.
Even if/where it is permitted, we urge churches to consider carefully
whether they should open as soon as Easter Day, unless the current
improvements are sustained and the risks are properly assessed
and managed. Rather, we suggest that Pentecost may be a better
time to consider as a point for the resumption of in-person worship,
subject to a number of important conditions being met, as described
below - see website for the rest...
https://urc.org.uk/latest-news/3750-synod-moderators-issue-newguidance-on-reopening-of-churches
_______________________________
In the light of the above, the Elders feel that, after prayerful
reflection, it would be unwise to gather people for in-person
services for the time being.
We will review the situation when we meet on 16 th April as we see
how the road map unfolds. Do please pray for wisdom and guidance.
This notice is being placed outside the church:

We stand with you
Although the Government has allowed church buildings to be open
for worship (subject to strict Covid restrictions), we do not feel it is
appropriate to meet in person when many other local businesses
remain closed. The risks of infection are still very real and we do not
wish to be the cause of any spread.
Our worship services and other
meetings continue online –
see our
website...

Facebook

page

or
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Giving Thanks
Dear Church Family,
We are so grateful to the Lord to have been part of Churches over
the years where we have experienced great teaching, fellowship and
lasting friendships.
We also give thanks so much for Him for all His goodness to us and
for our 50th anniversary, remembering the day we were married at
St Pauls Church, Shanklin – a beautiful Easter Saturday, with the
church decorated with an abundance of spring flowers and filled with
dear family and friends!
At the time we were involved with children and young people’s work
at the Church and it’s such a blessing to still be in touch with some
of them (lots are now married with children and even grandchildren
of their own!) and to hear of those going on in faith and being used in
God’s service.
We wish to give thanks for all the love we have received from God’s
family at Shanklin URC and our fellowship together in the Lord and
so looking forward to the time we can be worshipping together again
in the Church. We have been so well cared for by our Minister,
Brian and the Elders during the time of Covid-19 and it is so good
that many are tuning in to the various meetings during the course of
the week, but there is something so special and powerful when we
are together in person and lifting out hearts and voices to the Lord.
We are also so grateful to the Lord for His provision in so many ways
and all the kindness and generosity shown to us by you, our dear
Church family. We are sad not to be able to mark the occasion of
our anniversary at Church and with cake afterwards at this present
time, but feel as an act of thanksgiving, that instead of receiving and
gifts, flowers, etc., personally that we would like to bless others in
the world who do not have the benefits we do.
At this time, we are being urged to wash our hands frequently. This
is so difficult for our communities in parts of the world where they do
not have clean fresh water readily available. We therefore would
love to help such a community – through Samaritan’s Purse
Alternative Gifts scheme as a special way to mark our anniversary.
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Here is the story of one such family (to quote Samaritan’s Purse
Alternative Gift Catalogue):
“Bring Clean Water to a Community
Each day, Dama woke early to begin the
four hour trek to collect water. She could
only carry one jug, so her family of nine
carefully rationed the precious water.
Survival depends on access to water, so
Samaritan’s Purse is working to bring
water to communities that are stricken by
drought, disaster or poverty.
Your gift can help rehabilitate a broken
well, install a rainwater storage system or
dig a water pan - like the one dug in
Dama’s village. Now, Dama’s children are
no longer in danger of dehydration, and
she has more hours in the day to care for
her family.
As we create access to water, we also teach families how good
hygiene can keep them healthy and we take every opportunity to
share the Gospel.”
We send much love in Jesus and God Bless and keep you safe in
His loving care and may you know His Peace and Protecting Hand in
these challenging days.
Jane and Mike H

Alpha - Online
Our first Online Alpha Course has been
much enjoyed by those involved and will
conclude in early May after a short break
over the Easter period.
Do please let Brian know if you’d be
interested in being connected with, or
helping with, a future course.
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The View From The Cross
In February Brian spoke of the
centrality of the cross in his talk
“Cross Words”. In the Gospel
of Matthew, Jesus tells His
followers “Whoever wants to
be my disciple must deny
themselves and take up their
cross and follow me” (v24).
As we come to Easter, let’s take a look at what this means for us as
we seek to walk the way of Jesus today. Here is what Neil Anderson
has to say on the subject:

The View From The Cross
‘Whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but whoever loses
his life for My sake shall find it. For what will a man be profited,
if he gains the whole world, and forfeits his soul?’
(Matthew 16:25-26)
Three guidelines from these verses summarize the view from the
cross, which we must adopt to counteract the self-centred worldview
promoted by the god of this world.
First, we must sacrifice the lower life to gain the higher life. If you
want to save your natural life (i.e. find your identity and sense of selfworth in positions, titles, accomplishments and possessions and
seek only worldly well-being), you will lose it. At best you can only
possess these temporal values for a lifetime, only to lose everything
for eternity.
Furthermore, in all your efforts to possess these earthly treasures,
you will fail to gain all that can be yours in Christ. Shoot for this world
and that's all you'll get, and eventually you will lose even that. But
shoot for the next world and God will throw in the benefits of knowing
Him in this present life as well. Paul put it this way:
‘Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’ tales;
rather, train yourself to be godly. For physical training is of
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some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding
promise for both the present life and the life to come’ (1
Timothy 4: 7-8)
Second, sacrifice the pleasure of things to gain the pleasure of life.
What would you accept in trade for the fruit of the Spirit in your life?
What material possession, what amount of money, what position or
title would you exchange for the love, joy, peace and patience that
you enjoy in Christ? Surely nothing! Victory over self comes as we
learn to love people and use things instead of using people and
loving things.
Third, sacrifice the temporal to gain the eternal. Possibly the greatest
sign of spiritual maturity is the ability to postpone rewards. It is far
better to know that we are the children of God than to gain anything
that the world calls valuable. Even if following Christ results in
hardships in this life, He will make it right in eternity.
Heavenly Father, You alone are God. Help me to choose the
higher life today instead of seeking the pleasures of this world.

Denying Self
‘Whoever wants to be my disciple, let him deny himself’
(Matthew 16:24)
A primary reason why we struggle to fulfil Christ's Great Commission
is that we are guilty of a great omission. We fail to deny ourselves.
Denying yourself is not the same as self-denial. Students, athletes
and cult members practice self-denial, restricting themselves from
substances and activities that keep them from reaching their goals.
But the ultimate purpose of self-denial is self-glorification. The
ultimate purpose of denying self is to glorify God.
Jesus was talking about denying yourself in the essential battle of
life. The scramble for the throne, the struggle over who is going to be
God. Jesus doesn't enter into that battle - He's already won it. He
occupies the throne and graciously offers to share it with us. But we
want to be king in our lives by ourselves. Until we deny ourselves
that which was never meant to be ours - the role of being God in our
lives - we will never be at peace with God, or ourselves and we will
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never be free.
You were not designed to function independently of God, nor was
your soul designed to function as master. You will either serve God
and His kingdom or Satan and his kingdom. Self-seeking, selfserving, self-justifying, self-glorifying, self-centred and self-confident
living is in actuality living and serving the world, the flesh and the
devil. On the other hand, denying yourself is not self-mortification.
God is not trying to annihilate you; He is trying to restore you.
When you deny yourself, you invite God to take the throne of your
life, to occupy what is rightfully His, so that you may function as a
person who is spiritually alive in Christ. Denying yourself is essential
to spiritual freedom.
Lord, too many times I have tried to live independently of You. I
deny myself today and yield the throne of my life to You.

Picking Up The Cross Daily
‘Whoever wants to be my disciple, let him take up his cross’
(Matthew 16:24)
The cross we are to pick up daily is not our own cross but the cross
of Christ. We are closely identified with His cross because we have
been crucified with Christ and no longer live but Christ lives in us
(Galatians 2:20). His cross provided forgiveness from what we have
done and deliverance from what we were. We are forgiven because
He died in our place; we are delivered because we died with Him.
We are both justified and sanctified as a result of the cross.
To pick up the cross daily means to acknowledge every day that we
belong to God. We have been purchased by the blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:18-19). When we pick up the cross, we
affirm that our identity is not based in our physical existence but in
our relationship with God. We are identified as children of God (1
John 3:1-3) and our life is in Christ, who is our life (Colossians 3:34).
As a result of this acknowledgement, we stop trying to do our own
thing in order that we live daily to please our heavenly Father. We
stop trying to become something we aren't, and we rest in the
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finished work of Christ, who made us something very special.
Jesus said, ‘Whoever wishes to save his life shall lose it; but
whoever loses his life for My sake shall find it.’ (Matthew 16:25).
Those who strive to establish their identity and seek to establish
purpose and meaning in their natural life will someday lose it. We
can't take it with us! We must take up our cross daily by
acknowledging that life only finds meaning in Christ.
Thank You, Lord, that because of the cross, I can soar in the
heavenlies with You. You are my life.

Following Him
‘Whoever wants to be my disciple, let him follow Me’
(Matthew 16:24)
Seeking to overcome self by self-effort is a hopeless struggle. Self
will never cast out self because anyone self-motivated by the flesh
still wants to be God. We must follow Christ by being led by the Holy
Spirit down the path of death to self-rule. Paul wrote:
‘For we who are alive are always being given over to death for
Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal
body’ (2 Corinthians 4:11)
This may sound like a dismal path to walk, but I assure you that it is
not. It is a tremendous experience to be known by the Shepherd and
to follow Him as obedient, dependent sheep (John 10:27). The fact
that we are led by the Spirit of God (even when it results in the death
to self-rule) is our assurance of sonship (Romans 8:14). We were
not designed to function independently of God. Only when we are
dependent on Him and intent on following Christ, are we complete
and free to prove that the will of God is good, acceptable and perfect
(Romans 12:2).
Self-rule is motivated by self-interest and supported only by selfcentred resources. When we come to the end of our resources, we
discover God's resources. God will let us do our thing and patiently
wait until self-interest and self-rule leave us spiritually and
emotionally bankrupt. We can turn to God any time we weary of
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trying to run our own lives independently of Him. He doesn't force
Himself on us; He just simply says, "If anyone wishes to come after
Me, let him follow Me”.
Are you willing to forsake self-rule and follow Him?
Loving Shepherd, I desire Your will for my life, and I purpose
today to follow You in obedience and dependence.
Neil Anderson
Freedom in Christ Ministries
Daily Devotionals
Used by permission
Neil asks “are we willing to forsake self-rule and follow Jesus?”. At
the end of his talk, Brian asked “are we prepared to give our whole
selves to the service of Christ?” and recently urged us to realise that
“Now is the time, let us live as Children of Light”
This Easter, may we recommit ourselves to being disciples of Jesus
Christ by denying ourselves, taking up the Cross daily and following
him. In the words of Paul:
‘let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so
easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith. For the joy that was set before him he
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured
such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary
and lose heart.’ (Hebrews 12:1-3)
Thank you, Father, that you love us so much that you gave your
one and only Son, that, believing in Him, we will not perish but
have eternal life.
Dear Lord, three things we pray: to see you more clearly, to
love you more dearly and to follow you more nearly, day by day.
Robin
…next time we will be looking at some practical aspects of being
followers of Jesus…
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Join the Global Wave of Prayer

13th - 23rd May 2021
Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites
Christians around the world to pray from Ascension (13 th May) to
Pentecost (23rd May) for more people to come to know Jesus.
During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that everyone
who takes part will:


Deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ



Pray for 5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus



Pray for the empowerment of the Spirit that we would be
effective in our witness

In preparation this year please turn your minds to who God has
placed on your heart and, in particular, during this pandemic year:


Those who might be drifting away (unable to access online
provision)



Those who are ‘tasting’ (newcomers, viewing various online
services)

You can get more information on the TKC website at:
www.thykingdomcome.global/
If you’d like to receive email information, contact:
jean.kerr@lambethpalace.org.uk
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2021 Synod Training Dates
Courses are offered free of charge to our members. Please
book direct (and let me know) and please give me a call if you
need any help!
Robin

Mental Health First Aid Training Dates
Mental Health Awareness.
This course is one session on Zoom, 09:00 - 13:00


26 May 2021 (book by 17 May)



21 July 2021 (book by 12 July)

Become a certified Mental Health First Aider: Adult or
Youth focus
These courses are delivered online across four sessions with some
self-learning exercises to complete in preparation for each of the live
Zoom sessions with the trainer.


Become a Certified Mental Health First Aider - Adult
focus
20 April – 30 April 2021, Tuesday and Friday mornings 09:00 to
12:00. (Book by 12th April)



Become a certified Mental Health First Aider - Youth
focus
17 May – 27 May 2021, Monday and Thursday afternoons 13:00
to 16:00. (Book by 7th May 2021)

Booking for all mental health first aid courses is
essential
Please email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk to register for a
course
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Safeguarding Training Dates
The basic safeguarding training course is delivered online
across 3 sessions.
Participants must attend each of the 3 sessions to complete
the training and gain a certificate.

Safeguarding Training on Mondays in May 2021,
16:00 - 17:30
Session 1 – 10th May 2021
Session 2 – 17th May 2021
Session 3 – 24th May 2021

Safeguarding Training on Thursdays,
19:00 - 20:30
Session 1 – 24th June 2021
Session 2 – 1st July 2021
Session 3 – 8th July 2021

Booking is essential and places are limited
Please contact Ruth Heine by email: office@urcwessex.org.uk.
To enable us to put you in the right breakout group, please
say whether you are;


a children’s and youth worker



a worker with adults at risk



or in church leadership (Safeguarding Officer, Elder)

If you are wearing more than one hat, then please rank them into
your priorities for the training. You might like to consider which one
you are less experienced in, or which one you have more questions
about.
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Messy Church is returning on Saturday 3rd April – online!
We’ll have a special Easter celebration of songs, craft and a Bible
story – all from the comfort of your own home!


Sign up by emailing, Janet Harley, at
janetharley62@gmail.com



Pick up your free Messy Church craft bag, from
my porch (details will be sent once you have
registered) - which will have everything you need
for the different crafts plus a few extra goodies.



The craft will be especially designed for preschool children and
up to age 11 but children of all ages are very welcome to join
us!



Join us on Zoom on Saturday 3rd April at
16:00 (details will be sent once you have
registered) for an hour of fun and games and
time to do your craft together
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Bible Society - On the Frontline
Scriptures and aid get through to vulnerable people in
Iraq
Mission Update
“Our team was granted
permission to enter the
refugee camps. Thanks to
you, families received vital
aid,
and
even
more
importantly, the hope of
God’s word”
The relief and joy were visible in
the woman’s face as the
package
with
food
and
Scripture was placed into her
hands.
‘My baby has not been drinking
milk for two days, and today I
didn’t have any kind of food to
feed my family,’ she told our
member of staff, as a cold wind
shook the tent she calls home.
‘This distribution has increased
anyone down. Thank you.’

Children from Christian
families at a refugee camp in
Northern Iraq - Scriptures and
aid reached camps in Iraq last
autumn
my faith in God. He will not let

The woman, a Christian living in a refugee camp in northern Iraq, is
one of 4,000 people who benefitted from a Bible Society distribution
of Scripture, food and aid in October 2020. The precious package
contained 15 types of food, a hygiene kit and five face masks as well
as a Bible and Scripture material.
In this camp, like many others in northern Iraq, Christian families are
living in desperate situations. Violence and exploitation are a daily
reality, children are out of school, and there’s a lack of basic
services. The coronavirus pandemic has only added to the misery.
Many people can no longer earn a living, and they depend on help
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from kind people like you.
Our team, plus more than 30 volunteers, were granted permission to
enter the refugee camps during Iraq’s severe lockdown. Thanks to
you, families received vital aid, and even more importantly, the hope
of God’s word.
Your support is also training more leaders to run Bible-based trauma
healing workshops across Iraq. Due to Covid restrictions, we were
unable to run face-to-face training – so we switched to Zoom, the
video conference call system, instead. More than 50 people received
training towards the end of 2020, particularly in how to tackle
emotional trauma in children. The new leaders will now run trauma
healing sessions with families, to help children to address their pain
and have hope for the future.
Meanwhile, in Baghdad, Iraq’s capital city, your Bible a Month gifts
are supplying Bibles and aid to local Christians. Your support is
building up their faith in Jesus and offering hope in the hardship.
Prayer Pointers
Pray for God’s peace and hope in this troubled nation. Pray for
stable government, the restoration of proper infrastructure, and for
Christians seeking to return to their homes.
Ask God to fill people’s hearts with hope. Life is so tough for Iraqi
Christians, but God is our refuge and strength, and his love will
never fail. Pray particularly for the mother in the camp, that God will
keep providing for her family
Pray for the safety of our staff and volunteers in Iraq. Bible work has
always been a challenge here, and the coronavirus pandemic has
only made things harder.
The above article was taken from the Bibles Society’s Feb – March
2021 Bible a Month Prayer Letter:
www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/bible-a-month/
Source: Bible Society

23

The Link - April 2021

Old Traditions, New Opportunities
The following is an account from the
Open Doors Prayer Diary for March April of how Naida (not her real name)
from Central Asia is reaching her Muslim
friends & family during Ramadan, which
begins on the 12th April this year.
For many Christians from Muslim
backgrounds, choosing to follow
Jesus means leaving behind the
practices of Islam – often at the risk of
exclusion and discrimination from
relatives and friends. But Naida*, knew
that Muslim festivals like Ramadan
were her only chance to share Jesus
with her family and friends. The
question was, how?
Naida, now in her 70s, first heard about
Jesus through her children. She was
angry and upset, thinking that they had
fallen in with a sect. But she also feared
for her children’s safety – she knew they
could be beaten or even killed by their
Muslim relatives.
“Because of my fear, I became the main source of persecution for
my children,” she says. “I tried to stop them visiting church and
forced them to stay at home. I threw away their Christian books and
Bibles, talked to them with a lot with threats and even beatings… I
didn’t know that God protected them; now I feel so sorry about that. I
can see that Jesus came to save our family through my children and
I am so grateful.”
Eventually, Naida came to know the Lord herself when He healed
her after a period of ill-health. Her children prayed with her, and
that’s when she chose to invite Jesus into her life. “Since then, my
life has completely changed,” she says.
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For several years after becoming a Christian, Naida didn’t celebrate
Ramadan – a festival which used to mean so much to her. This
made her relatives angry, and Naida became concerned. While she
felt that Christians couldn’t follow Muslim traditions, it was important
for her to reach her Muslim sisters and brothers, cousins and other
relatives with God’s love.
After a lot of prayer, study and advice from her pastor, Naida
decided to celebrate Ramadan again, but this time in a completely
new way. Now, during the festival, Naida cooks different traditional
dishes and invites her Muslim sisters, brothers, cousins and
neighbours. In this way, she shows them her respect for their
religious traditions and values, and at the same time she is able to
share the gospel.
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, Naida couldn’t celebrate Ramadan in
the same way in 2020, but she prepared the table anyway and
invited her Muslim neighbour. They celebrated Ramadan and spoke
about Jesus together. Praise God for Naida’s courage!
PRAY


That God would keep using Naida to courageously share the
gospel with her friends and relatives



That God would encourage and protect secret believers during
the month of Ramadan



For Open Doors partners in Central Asia as they strengthen more
believers like Naida



For believers to be bold like Naida this Ramadan

Do please ask me if you would like to know more ways to pray for
Christians during Ramadan who are in situations that are hostile to
them and that Jesus would reveal Himself to many in dreams and
visions in a special way at this time.
With loving greetings on behalf of the Prayer Group for the
Persecuted Church
Jane H
Source: Open Doors - Used by permission
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Sharing the Vision
from the Wessex Synod
Connecting your faith and your finances: Ethical Banking
Is it possible to love our
neighbour and care for
creation through our choice
of bank account? It might not
be the first thing that springs
to mind, but who we bank
with has an impact on the
world.
Almost everyone in the UK has a bank account. What do you know
about your bank’s values and practices? Who does it lend to? It’s
possible that your money is being invested in things you view as
harmful. There are many ethical issues to explore. For example,
most of our big high street banks continue to finance the fossil fuel
industry, despite the threat of climate change.
The good news is that there are banks out there that are helping
shape a fairer, greener world, and some of the bigger banks are
taking positive steps due to pressure from their customers.
Shining a light on our financial decisions and consumer choices can
feel challenging, but it’s an important part of our discipleship and
stewardship. Could you set aside some time this week to reflect on
your choice of bank?
5 ways to take action
 Use the Switch It tool to check whether your bank invests in fossil
fuels.


Find out if your bank is investing in nuclear weapons.



If you switch your bank, do let them know why! Ethical Consumer
has a helpful template.



Support your local Credit Union – could you raise awareness of
them in your church?
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Explore ECCR’s website for more resources, including an analysis
of ethical bank accounts for churches.

Imagine if every Christian banked with an ethical bank! What a
difference that could make.
Pray: Creator God, guide us to be wise, just and generous
stewards of the resources entrusted to us, so that together we
may help shape a fairer world for all. Amen
This article is based on information from the Ecumenical Council for
Corporate Responsibility (ECCR). To find out more go to
www.eccr.org.uk

Pray The Wight
Friday 7th May – 19:30 on Zoom
The Wight Church Team are hosting an online prayer meeting to
united Island Christians in lifting up our community to the Lord. This
is based upon the really encouraging Pray the Wight events we
have held in past years - the last of which was scheduled for March
2020 and was cancelled due to the lockdown.
We apologise that it has taken a long time to set anything up, but
everyone has been focussed on our local challenges. Now we have
begun to get our heads around things, we feel it's really important to
gather once again for united prayer - though we can't do it in person
just yet. The online meeting will last for no more than 90 minutes
and will include some input from a few Island ministries with times of
prayer all together and in break out rooms.
Please note the date and get it into church diaries and bulletins...
and look out for details of the meeting link nearer the time.
For information, we are going ahead in faith to run another
worship celebration in the New Year.
With very best wishes to everyone in the big Wight Church family,
In Christ Jesus,
The Wight Church Team
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on our Christian Brothers and Sisters
who are being persecuted for their faith
Hope spreads in Syria despite ten years of war
and persecution
It’s a sombre anniversary. Ten years ago, on Tuesday 15th March
2011, civil war broke out in Syria, wreaking havoc across the nation
and increasing persecution against Christians. Within days of the
incident that sparked the conflict, a baby by the name Michel was
born. Now aged ten, he has grown up listening to stories of a Syria he
has never known. Here we share his story, your role in it and, more
broadly, the monumental support you’ve given the wider Syrian
church in the last ten years. (12 March 2021)
It was early March 2011 and spring was emerging from another harsh
winter. Rasha Nemi, her husband Elias Shahoud and one-year-old
daughter Jessica were enjoying a peaceful life in Jisr Al-Shughur, a
village in northwest Syria. There was anticipation in their hearts – a
new addition to the family was imminent.
At this time, however, some 265 miles south in the city of Daraa, an
incident took place that would dramatically alter the family’s life and
that of the whole country.
On 6th March, a group of teenagers were arrested after graffitiing a
wall with anti-government slogans. Ten days later, protests against
their detention broke out in Daraa. Three people were killed. The
protests continued and the violence escalated, prompting the
government to put army personnel on the streets to restore order in
the city. In a matter of weeks, the death toll had increased and
violence had spread across the country. Syria’s civil war had begun.
Peaceful village turns into a battlefield
Michel was born on 8th March, two days after the teenagers’ arrest.
Two weeks later, Jisr Al-Shughur was attacked. “The wound from my
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C-section was still not healed and we had to flee our village,” Rasha
recalls. “For ten days we stayed in a nearby village until things calmed
down, then we returned to our village.”
They stayed there for three years but it was far from the home they
once knew. “Our place was a battlefield,” Rasha continues.
“Sometimes the regime would take control, other times the rebels
would take over.”
For so many young children like Michel, war is all they’ve known.
Michel remembers guns and fighting in his early memories, though
didn’t fully understand: “I wasn’t scared,” says Michel. “I used to carry
my toy machine gun to shoot the rebels and claim victory. I would run
out of the house and see them in the streets with long beards. I wanted
to attack them but my mum would stop me.”

Michel, Rasha and Jessica
As Michel continues, his thoughts turn to happier memories of his first
home. “I loved our house in Jisr Al-Shughur. I had a bicycle on the
balcony which I used to ride every day and I had so many toys stashed
in the attic. Every summer our cousins and us would inflate a
swimming pool on the roof. We had a blast swimming together every
year.”
Sadly, the summers of swimming had to stop. The bombings
intensified and Islamic troops announced that all Christians should
leave. As has been the case for many Christians in Syria over the past
ten years, it’s not just war and conflict that has caused suffering – it’s
also their status as a follower of Jesus. In 2014, the family were one of
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around 100 families forced from their homes.
Cold, hungry and bereft but looked after by the church
“They [extremists] were screaming at us. I carried my daughter and
was forced into a different car than the rest of my family. Michel was
with his grandmother in the other car. I always say that I felt that God
was stretching his hands over us all the way until we reached the
nearby village called Yakubiyah.”
Michel remembers the day well. “As we drove away from the village, I
was singing songs for Syria, chanting the national anthem,” he shares.
“My family made me shut up so the extremists wouldn’t hear and kill
me.”
After three weeks, the family travelled south to Latakia. They found an
empty house to rent but had nothing to fill it. “A pastor from the Baptist
church visited us upon arrival, and when he saw Michel and Jessica
sleeping on the floor, he went out and brought us some mattresses &
blankets. If he hadn’t, we would’ve died from the cold,” Rasha says.
They later found a furnished home to rent and received food from a
church which Open Doors supports. They began attending the church.
“The children attend Sunday School and Michel loves his new friends
there,” Rasha continues. Michel adds, “One of my favourite verses is
‘He heals the brokenhearted’ (Psalm 147:3), which I learnt in the last
camp with the church.”
Through an income-generating project run by the church, funded with
your help, Elias set up a grocery shop to support his family. “The store
was a huge step for us,” Rasha explains. “We stopped being
dependent on the aid and became able to provide for the family. We
are now able to pay the rent and support the children. Thank God for
the church and the way they stood by us.”
You’ve brought the family some welcome stability. For Michel, though,
recollections of his first three years bring tears – a reminder that, whilst
progress in the country has been made, it’s still not yet the Syria his
family once knew and he longs to know for himself. “I miss my
bedroom, especially my bed,” he says. “It was filled with toys and I
loved it.”
You’ve helped spread contagious hope across Syria
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In the ten years since war broke out, your support for the Syrian
church has been monumental. In the last two years, over 1,700
income generating projects have enabled people like Elias to set up
their own business. Meanwhile, thousands of people have been
helped with hygiene kits and the restoration of homes, and over a
million food parcels have been delivered to vulnerable families. And
that’s not even the full story – you’ve helped in many other ways,
too.
The conflict isn’t over, and your help – through the ongoing Hope for
the Middle East campaign, now in its fifth year – is still making an
enormous difference.
“With all we do, we give hope,” shares Mourad, a local Open Doors
partner whose name we’ve changed. “When a hungry person gets a
food package, it gives them hope. When someone can start a small
business, that gives hope. When a single mother gets warm winter
clothes for her children, it gives hope. And giving hope is contagious.
When someone sees that a person is successful in starting a small
business, it gives hope to other people, too. Someone who has hope,
spreads hope.”
The last word goes to Michel, now age ten: “I love my friends here,
but I hope we can go back to our home one day,” he shares. “I wish
for Syria every good thing in life. I wish it goes back to the way it was
before I was born and hope that we have peace.”
Source: Open Doors - Used by permission

Connection Quiz Answers
1. The Entente Cordiale was signed by France & the UK in 1904
2. Henry of Momouth, Prince of Wales (the future Henry V) captured
Harlech Castle in 1409
3. The Battle of Britain RAF pilots were ‘The Few’ and the phrase
was first said in 1940
4. St Mark’s Basilica, which was dedicated in 1094
5. Connection: The years are all anagrams of each other
Bonus question. The cover photo is of: Seaview Coastal Path
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The Puzzle Pages

6

Sudoku

2

A numerical
placement puzzle!
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To solve it you need to fill
the grid so that every
column, every row and
every 3 x 3 box contains
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Last Month’s Sudoku - how did you do?
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Across
1 Is this Phil Collins’ favourite OT
book? (7)
5 Market town in Shropshire (6)
8 Informal name for a guitar (3)
9 Capital of the ‘Hauts-de-France’
region (5)
11 No score, in certain sports (3)
12 Market town in Breckland area
of 17 across (7)
16 French for ’king’ (3)
17 English county (7)
19 Appears on trees in spring (7)
21 Queen Victoria was allegedly
not this (6)
23 He phoned home initials (2)
24 Loss of memory (7)
27 C’est quatre-vingt-dix, en
français (5)

28 Very nice with chips (3)
29 Used to express agreement
(2)
31 The greatest cycle race (4 2 6)
Down
1 Silence is this, according to a
song (6)
2 African river (4)
3 Use this to make dumplings (4)
4 Goes with onion (4)
5 French for ’the’ m (2)
6 French name for the English
capital (7)
7 Crowned king of England 1066
(7)
10 Capital of Occitanie region,
and a sausage (8)
13 ’Summer -’ 1963 film (7)
14 Slang for thank you (2)
15 Is ’Von’ in German (2)
18 Capital of Normandy (5)
19 Fiddler's Dram had a day trip
to here in 1980 (6)
20 Not off (2)
22 Guide the movement of a car
(5)
25 Facial spots (4)
26 Lead guitarist with U2 (4)
27 Goes with a bolt (3)
30 Small Ford car (2)
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Can You Guess The Year?


North Korea announced its withdrawal from the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty



The singer Maurice Gibb dies aged 53



The film ‘Daddy Day Care’ was on at the cinema



And UK No. 1s included:
Gareth Gates with ‘Spirt in the Sky’
Elton John with ‘Are You Ready For Love’
Westlife with ‘Mandy’

Answer next month

April’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Questions
1. Who provided the voice for Bugs Bunny?
2. Which extinct animal’s name is the Portuguese for stupid?
3. Who wrote the play “Look Bank In Anger”?
4. If it’s 12.00 GMT in London, what time would it be in Helsinki?
5. In Thunderbirds, which character is the pilot of Thunderbird 2?
6. What is the next highest prime number after 31?
7. Who is the vicar of Greendale?
8. Who wrote “A year in Provence”?
9. What is the name of the Hunchback of Notre Dame?
10.In Thomas The Tank Engine, which engine is number 8?
Answers next month

Please note that the DEADLINE for contributions for
the next magazine is:

Sunday 18th April
Contributions can be emailed at anytime up to the deadline day to
the editor at:

surc.thelink@btinternet.com
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Last Issue’s Solutions
- Guess the year: it was 1988
- Last month’s crossword 

March’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Answers
1. The Bank of England

6. Denmark

2. Olivier Panis

7. Chelsea

3. £180

8. Dipsy

4. Ajaccio, Corsica

9. Snowdon

5. Suzi Quatro

10. Central Line
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Sunday Service
Morning 11:00


SURC Live on Facebook or Zoom

Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of each month

Weekday Activities
Monday 10:00

Prayer for Israel on the Church Zoom

Tuesday 14:00

Bible Bite ministry
– on Facebook or Zoom
Prayer Meeting on Zoom

19:30
Saturday 10:30

Coffee Morning on Zoom
– a chance to catch up and have a chat

Details of any other services/activities that we hold will be
posted:


outside the church/on the doors



On our Facebook page



and on our website

Minister:



Day off:

Rev Brian Harley
10 Dracaena Gardens, Shanklin PO37 7JQ
01983 862485
brianharley58@gmail.com
Monday

Secretary: Robin Wightman
 robinwightman@aol.com

Shanklin URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance
www.shanklinurc.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1130459
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