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Praying in the Kingdom
As we approach the Pentecost season, we are once again invited to
join in the prayer initiative – Thy Kingdom Come. This runs for 11
days from Ascension Day on 13th May to Pentecost Sunday on 23rd.
The main focus is to pray for our
family, friends, neighbours and work
colleagues to come to faith in Jesus.
We are encouraged to think of five
people to pray for in particular and to
pray each day for them. See more on
page 17
We can often lose the sense of urgency in the matter of sharing the
Gospel as perhaps we’ve become too comfortable about it all. As we
read the New Testament, we can’t avoid the fact that this was the
absolute priority of the early church. As Paul puts it: “Christ’s love
compels us” (2 Cor 5:14). A few verses before he writes “Since,
then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade
others.” (v11). They knew it was a life and death issue!
The Good News of Jesus needs to be shared so that people can
respond and receive the gift of eternal life. We may not all be gifted
evangelists, but we are all called to be witnesses and to share what
we ourselves have tasted and experienced. If we struggle to do that,
then the least we can do is to pray for those around us to find faith –
maybe this is actually the greatest thing we can do!
So do please get thinking and praying now, and see who the Lord
really lays on your heart. There may be some folk you’ve been
praying for over many years – don’t give up – keep
pressing on and standing in the gap for them. Let this
month be a time when you make it a priority and earnestly
ask God to break into their lives.
During my recent week off, I read Pete Greig’s latest book – How to
Pray (Hodder and Stoughton), and I commend it to you. It is a
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straightforward and easy-to-read guide to the different aspects of
prayer, and it forms the basis of The Prayer Course – an online
video resource that I’m hoping some
of our House Groups may wish to
engage with later in the year. This is
an eight week series that uses The
Lord’s Prayer as a basis for exploring
prayer in all its many facets.
prayercourse.org/
For now, can I encourage you to
think about the special focus for this
month and to join brothers and
sisters across the world in praying for a spiritual harvest. Many have
been drawn to enquire about the message of Jesus during this last
year and now may well be a ripe time for thousands to respond to
the Gospel. Can you focus on 5?
With love and best wishes, in Christ,

Tuesday Bible Bite Resumes in the Building...
The Elders decided at their recent Zoom
meeting that we will resume gatherings
for worship in the building on Tuesdays
only from 27th April. This will still be
subject to Government restrictions, as
before Christmas – e.g. keeping social
distance, wearing face coverings and,
sadly still, no singing. Do let Robin know
if you plan to come so he can sort
seating plans.
Please pray as we get things organised,
and for all those involved in leading and
stewarding.
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Tuesday Prayer at 19:30

is held via Zoom using the same
account as for the live service broadcasts – see the opposite page
for details.
It has been great to have a good number sharing together each
week – do please join us if you are able – you can ring in from an
ordinary phone which is a normal landline charge.
Do continue to use our Prayer Chain if there are urgent and
important issues that need prayer. Phone Hazel on 865181 or Jean
on 863850 - do please consider joining if you are mostly around at
home. It is important to be able to mobilise an army of prayer
warriors at short notice.

Prayer for Israel – is held each Monday from 10:00-11:00 on
the church Zoom. Please contact Roy & Melodie if you would be
interested in joining a new ‘Israel Revealed’ group starting soon:
melodieroywilson@gmail.com or  866912

Connection Quiz
1. What was the name of the electrically assisted pedal cycle
made by Clive Sinclair?
2. What was the name of the Townsend Thoresen ferry that sank
in March 1987 of Zeebrugge?
3. What is the French for ‘two horses’?
4. What is Mary Quant credited with inventing in
the 1960s?
5. And so finally, what is the connection between
the answers to questions 1 - 4?
Bonus Question: Where was the cover photo taken?
Answers are on page 31
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Live Streaming of Services
During this period when it is unwise to meet for
worship, and many restrictions are in place, we are
streaming Sunday services via Facebook Live – just
search for Shanklin United Reformed Church .

Sundays at 11:00
You don’t have to be a Facebook user to access a Facebook Page –
use this link and it should take you in...
www.facebook.com/pg/ShanklinUnitedReformedChurch
Tune in and watch – and feel that sense of togetherness during the
live broadcast. If you are Facebook user you can share your
greetings and thoughts on the screen as it goes along.
Those who are not on the internet can also access the audio feed
via the Zoom Video Conferencing facility on their ordinary phone
line.
If you want to phone in to listen, please dial:
02034 815240
or 02030 512874 (an alternative line)
Follow the instructions and when prompted for
the meeting:
- Meeting ID:

324 266 5584 then #

- for Participant ID: just press #
- for Password:

press 936536 then #

Tuesday Bible Bite is back in church from 27th April - videos
will be posted on the page in the following 24 hours
Audio and video recordings of our recent services can be found
on our website at:

www.shanklinurc.co.uk/sermons
Many thanks to Pete, Malc and Colin for making all this possible.
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Open the Book (OtB) April 2021
I think it was in 2019 that I noticed a reference in the Link to ‘Open
the Book’. Somehow, it caught my attention and I thought that I
should, just out of curiosity, keep my ears open for further
information in time to come. Not long after that, I got a lift with Brian
Harley to an event in Ryde where missionaries from Operation
Mobilisation were sharing about their work. I ‘happened’ to sit next to
Julie Croydon and, as we chatted, she ‘happened’ to mention Open
the Book. Of course, my ears pricked up, and so, she
wholeheartedly encouraged me to attend their training session that
was to be conducted soon. It seemed to be the Lord’s ‘Tap on my
shoulder’ so, when I got home, I told Roy that I would like to go and I
asked him if he would be interested in joining me, just to see. He
was agreeable, so we went together to an introduction and training
session in Ryde.
As time went on, it transpired that a small group of folks from the
Bay Area would have sufficed to start another team, yet none of us
felt the call or had the wherewithal to lead it. So, OtB became
dormant in our area, although Julie and Bill did hold a training
session at SURC which, unfortunately, we were unable to attend.
Later, when we could attend, they presented OtB at church to further
promote the work. And then there was lockdown…and silence…
Recently, I had a dream - I am not given to dreaming much especially dreams of significance, but this one so tickled me that, in
relating it to Roy, I could hardly get it out because I kept bursting into
laughter….
In the dream, Roy and I were involved in some service or other
which bore some resemblance to the format we have been using in
the church’s zoom/Facebook services. Someone took my script,
which left me feeling totally unprepared as Roy and I made our way
from ‘pillar to post’ until we found ourselves in an infant’s school with
adjoining, interlinking, cosy classrooms. This seemed to be where
we had been assigned to bring a message and it was suggested we
speak from near the entrance foyer where the children in the
different classrooms were all supposed to have been able to hear.
We found that we would actually have to move from room to room,
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trying to keep the attention of all the children. I supposed I knew that
I needed to take it upon myself to engage the children. Having
married Roy later in life when he was already the father of four
grown children, I had never seen any interest in Roy to interact with
children – apart from with his own 5 grandchildren – so, I therefore
really didn’t think it was ‘up his street’. However, unbeknownst to me
in the dream and whilst I was attempting to ‘engage’ the children,
Roy, who had covered himself with blankets had become a ‘train’,
moving through all the classrooms – and then had dressed himself
up as a chicken and had also done a fairly acrobatic stunt – all
noiselessly. I was absolutely taken aback to see him be so creative
in an area in which I had no idea he had any feel for. Just one other
aspect of the dream which I don’t understand, but feel impressed to
include for what it is worth, is that I found out that some of the
children had been learning Hebrew, and so, we exchanged some
words together in Hebrew. (Any thoughts?)
Upon waking up and trying to relate my dream to Roy in-between my
outbursts of laughter, I felt afresh the feeling I had had in my dream
– my great surprise at seeing this hidden talent in him coming to life!
Roy was not so amused on being told this, however, and thought I
was just teasing him!
It was a matter of some days later that we had a letter from Julie,
inviting us to join in some garden filming of OtB presentations. When
I posed the question to Roy, he immediately thought it would be a
good plan, not at all connecting it with my dream. Later, I reminded
him of the dream. When we met Julie and Bill in the garden of their
home on 14th May for our first filming session around the raising of
Lazarus, I shared my dream with them, and Julie suggested I write it
down for OtB - which we did, and have now further adapted it for the
church’s Link magazine!
Roy and I must conclude by expressing our enormous appreciation
to Julie & Bill for such an enjoyable first morning, which has whetted
our appetites for more. The filming went like clockwork because of
all the fine preparation. So much of the Croydon’s lives have been
given to this commitment that the whole lounge of their home is used
as the props and costumes room! We dressed ourselves in the
prepared costumes and went through the different scenes, bringing
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to life the account in John 11, as written in the Lion Storyteller Bible not in chronological order of the script, but in order of convenience
for our ‘actors’ and backdrops - with suggestions and creative
suggestions flowing freely. Julie explained how she has learnt to put
the scenes together (some even gathered from other people at
different locations, according to the instructions they received from
Julie) to be synchronised with a later, uninterrupted narration of the
story. We are highly impressed and honoured to be invited to
participate - and amazed at how God had prepared our hearts!
By Melodie (& Roy) Wilson
Picture: Despite following Covid safeguards in the Croydon’s garden,
Melodie (Mary) could still hug Roy (Lazarus upon his having
emerged from his tomb) while Tom (Jesus) & Dawn (Martha) look on.
https://vimeo.com/538359987
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Gone Phishing?

Synod has suggested a couple of websites which give
useful information about protection against suspicious
emails, phone calls and text messages:

The National Cyber Security centre at:
www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/suspicious-email-actions
At the bottom of that web page there is a printable
‘infographic’ which can be used as an aide-mémoire
(I will be printing this off and sending it to those who
receive hardcopies of LifeLine)

IT Governance
(global cyber protection company) at:
www.itgovernance.co.uk/blog/5-ways-to-detect-aphishing-email

These are well worth a look

Robin
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Follow the Leader

“Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Whoever wants to be my disciple
must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me’” (Matthew 16:24)
Last time we looked at what Jesus wants us to understand from
these words. If we have chosen to follow Him, what should our walk
be based upon?
The essence of following Jesus “is to do the will of Him who sends
us and to accomplish His work”, as He himself did. If we are
obedient to God’s will, we can accomplish everything He wants us
to. Jesus will guide us along the way, we do not need to race ahead
nor should we go our own way ~ as followers, we must submit to
Jesus’ leading.
However, as James tells us, faith without action is dead. We must
not be passive; we must show the world what we believe by the way
we live. In particular, let us profess our faith to a world which
desperately needs to hear the Good News! This is how Neil
Anderson, expresses the process:
***

If He Wills
“My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to
accomplish His work” (John 4:34)
I'm sometimes impressed by how much people can accomplish
when they believe in themselves. When I worked on the Apollo
space program in the 1960s, we bid on a contract for the space
shuttle. The technology to build the type of rocket it would take to
boost that size payload into space had not yet been developed, but
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NASA believed that given enough time and resources, it could be
done. Ten years later it was.
Some who believe only in science exhibit greater faith than
Christians. How much more should we be able to accomplish if the
object of our faith is God? Every commandment of God comes with
a promise:
“For no matter how many promises God has made, they are
“Yes” in Christ” (2 Corinthians 1:20)
God will never command us to do something that He will not
empower us to do. It is never a question of whether God can, but if
He wills. If He wills, then we can, if we believe. Those predisposed to
do His will understand what it is, and by the grace of God will do it.
Jesus said:
“Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out
whether my teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my
own. Whoever speaks on their own does so to gain personal
glory, but he who seeks the glory of the one who sent him is a
man of truth; there is nothing false about him” (John 7:17&18)
It is critical to realize that God is under no obligation to man. God is
only under obligation to Himself and to the covenants He has made
with us. We don't need God jumping around in heaven catering to
our every whim! There will never be a day when we say something,
and God has to do it because we said it. We cannot box God in.
There was a woman in my pastorate who wouldn't let me pray for
her dying husband if I concluded my prayer with, "Be it done
according to Thy will." I will never apologize for bowing to a higher
authority. We are told to pray, "Thy will be done." Any other way
would put us in the position of the Lord. The independent use of
God's Word and divine attributes is precisely how Satan tempted
Jesus. Jesus withstood the temptation to act independently of God
the Father and declared that His food was to do the will of His Father
who sent Him. That is our food as well.

Thank You, Lord, that You have all the power I need to
accomplish Your will for my life today. Help me to tap
into Your vast power source by faith to accomplish
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great things for You. May the Holy spirit guide me
daily.
Following Our Shepherd
“For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of
God” (Romans 8:14)
I had the privilege of feeding and caring for the sheep on the farm
where I was raised. I discovered that sheep aren't the smartest
animals on the farm. Sheep need to be shepherded. Left to
themselves in a lush pasture, they will keep eating until it kills them.
They need a shepherd to make them lie down in green pastures, so
they don't eat themselves to death!
The Lord often pictured our relationship with Him in Scripture like
that of a shepherd and his sheep. Those of us who live in the West
don't have a correct picture of what it means to be led like sheep.
Western shepherds drive their sheep from behind the flock, often
using dogs to bark at their heels. Eastern shepherds, like those in
Biblical times, lead their sheep from in front.
I watched a shepherd lead his flock on a hillside outside Bethlehem
during a visit to the Holy Land. The shepherd sat on a rock while the
sheep grazed. After a time he stood up, said a few words to the
sheep, and walked away. The sheep looked up and followed him. It
was fascinating! The words of Jesus suddenly took on new meaning
to me:
“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow
me” (John 10:27)
Sheep without a shepherd become disoriented and scatter. Rams
arise from the flock and butt heads to determine who will lead. The
ones with the hardest heads win. Without a shepherd, we too are left
to the mercy of hard-headed, driven people or we wander around
directionless, eating ourselves to death.
The Spirit-walk is one of being led, not driven. God won't make you
walk in the Spirit, and the devil can't make you walk in the flesh,
although he will certainly try to draw you in that direction. You are
free to choose to follow the leading of the Spirit or the desires of the
flesh.
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Gentle Shepherd, thank You for searching for me
when I was lost and for comforting me when I am hurt.
Help me to follow You today and always.
Demonstrating What We Believe
“In the same way, faith by itself if it is not accompanied by
action, is dead” (James 2:17)
Faith is an action word. We cannot passively respond to God.
You may have heard the story of the circus performer who strung a
wire over a river and proceeded to ride across it on a unicycle. When
he returned, everyone applauded. Then he asked, "Who believes I
can do that with a man on my shoulders?" Everyone responded in
affirmation. He said, "All right, who will hop on?" The person who
hops on is the person who really believes. Faith is not just giving
credence to something or someone. Faith is demonstrated reliance
upon something or someone.
Faith has the same operating dynamic as agape love. When we
refer to love as a noun, we're talking about character: patience,
kindness, etc. When we say that God is love, we are describing His
character. Paul says the goal of our instruction is love; therefore, the
goal of Christian education is character transformation.
However, when love is used as a verb, it is expressed by action:
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son….” (John 3:16)
If we say we love someone and do nothing on their behalf, it's only
sentimentality and not agape love. True love is expressed by
meeting the needs of others.
Faith has a similar dynamic. When using faith as a noun, we're
talking about what we believe. But if we're talking about faith as a
verb, then it is expressed in the way we live. James says it like this:
“faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. But
someone will say ‘You have faith; I have deeds’. Show me your
faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my
deeds” (James 2:17&18)
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We demonstrate what we believe by how we live our lives. If we
believe it, we will do it. If we don't, then what we believe is just
wishful thinking.

Lord, help me put feet to my faith every day and not
rely on past accomplishments. I rejoice in Your eternal
promises, Lord. You are my Rock which never
crumbles.
Confessing What We Believe
“If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be
saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and are
justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith
and are saved” (Romans 10:9&10)
One primary means by which we express our belief is confession verbally expressing what we believe. God requires us to take our
stand in this world. Jesus made this plain:
“If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous
and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them
when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy
angels” (Mark 8:38)
“For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words
you will be condemned” (Matthew 12:37)
“Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw
yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but
believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for
them” (Mark 11:23)
Jesus does not say we shall have whatever we believe, but we shall
have whatever we believe and confess. Confession gives expression
to what is believed. The confession of the mouth must accurately
express the belief of the heart. To defeat Satan, we must speak forth
the Word of God, which is the sword of the Spirit (Ephesians 6).
In our English translations, two different words are used for the Word
of God. The most common is logos and it indicates the whole
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revealed Word of God (John 1:1). The other word is rhema. There is
only one Word of God, but the emphasis of rhema is in its
expression. We are to hide the whole Word (logos) in our hearts,
and when Satan attacks, we stand against him by confessing God's
Word (rhema).
Confessing what we believe gives proof to our faith. Confession
doesn't create faith; faith makes possible true confession.
Confession is agreeing with God. It is living in the light by letting our
life and our mouth demonstrate what we believe in our heart.

Father, I desire that what my heart believes and what
my mouth confesses today line up with the truth of
Your Word.
Neil Anderson
Freedom in Christ Ministries
Daily Devotionals
Used by permission
***
Our aim, as Christians, as followers of Christ, must be to do the
Father’s will, to follow our leader, the Lord Jesus Christ, and to show
the world, in our actions and words, what we believe.
In the words of Graham Kendrick and Isaac Watts ~ let’s learn how
to serve Him, to enthrone Him, to put each other’s need before our
own ~ for His Love, so amazing, so divine, it demands our souls, our
lives, our all!

Father God, help me to seek out Your will for my life,
Help me to allow Your Son to lead me,
Help me by Your Spirit’s leading, to demonstrate what
I believe in the way I live my life and give me the
strength to speak out Your Word to a world in
desperate need of the Hope that it brings.

Robin
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Christian Aid Week is coming
10th - 16th May
The climate emergency is one of the greatest
injustices we face. Together we can stop this …
This climate crisis hurts us all. But people living in poverty fight the
worst of it every day.
From drought to flooding, climate change robs people of control over
their lives. Extreme weather means people are struggling to survive
without a reliable source of water.
Your gift could help a community build an earth dam, so when the
rains do come, they will have the water they need to live. A reliable
source of water will help families withstand long drought or relentless
rainstorms.
Together we stop this climate crisis.

Every envelope. Every gift. Every challenge can
change lives.

-------------------------------------------------------------------The Elders would like to encourage you to give online if you can
~ find out more at:
www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
or you can make a gift via the church in an envelope marked
“Christian Aid” ~ drop it in at one of the Tuesday meetings or through
the letter box
CA have organised a national family quiz evening “Quiztian” to be
held on Facebook on Saturday 8th May @ 19:00. To find out more
and to join in go to: www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/
christian-aid-week/virtual-events
16

Join the Global Wave of Prayer

13th - 23rd May 2021
Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites
Christians around the world to pray from Ascension (13 th May) to
Pentecost (23rd May) for more people to come to know Jesus.
During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that everyone
who takes part will:


Deepen their relationship with Jesus Christ



Pray for 5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus



Pray for the empowerment of the Spirit that we would be
effective in our witness

In preparation this year please turn your minds to who God has
placed on your heart and, in particular, during this pandemic year:


Those who might be drifting away (unable to access online
provision)



Those who are ‘tasting’ (newcomers, viewing various online
services)

You can get more information on the TKC website at:
www.thykingdomcome.global/
If you’d like to receive email information, contact:
jean.kerr@lambethpalace.org.uk
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The Cost of Following Jesus
- Persecution of women is exacerbated during Covid
lockdown
During the pandemic and with fewer avenues for escape, there is a
surge in domestic violence in the UK, mostly affecting women. The
same is true in communities across the world. There have been
sharp rises in both domestic violence and ‘honour’ killings,
exacerbated by lockdowns and economic instability. Job losses, lack
of food and medicine, and prolonged time confined to the home have
been a perfect storm for this sort of appalling persecution.
Covid-19 has also seen a rise in forced conversion, forced marriage
and human trafficking of women in many countries, possibly
because of the economic effects of the pandemic, with Christian
women and girls often being particularly targeted. You might think
that the pandemic would see a decrease in militant attacks, but
these have increased in West Africa, particularly in northern Nigeria.
During these attacks, women and girls are often abducted and
enslaved.
Please keep praying for vulnerable
Christian women and girls, for whom
Covid-19 has made persecution
even worse.
Open Doors is asking the UK
government to recognise faith as a
specific vulnerability in genderbased violence, and to respond with
effective policy. It’s a vital part of
empowering Christian women to
realise their God-given potential –
and we can be part of that today, by
asking our MP to sign a letter to Liz
Truss, Minister for Women &
Equalities, and Dominic Raab,
Foreign Secretary.
For

further

information,

go

to
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www.opendoorsuk.org/advocacy/.
The March/April Open Doors Magazine shares the stories of
women who have chosen to follow Jesus and how God is
empowering them to overcome persecution.
Do ask me if you’d like a copy ( 864379) or go to
www.opendoorsuk.org/resources/magazine/ to download a copy.
Source: Open Doors
As Ramadan continues, please pray for protection for Christians and
Churches who are even more vulnerable to attacks during this time
and that many Muslims would have dreams and visions of Jesus that
will set them on a journey of faith towards him.
Please ask for any of our wonderful resources from Release and
Open Doors - we are not yet able to recommence meeting as a
Prayer Group in the Church but in the meantime these, and their
websites, keep us informed and in touch.
The recent publication from Elam, ‘Iran & Beyond’ sharing stories of
Iranian lives transformed by Jesus is so inspiring.
Loving greetings and blessings
Jane H
***
Useful Websites
Open Doors www.opendoorsuk.org
Release International releaseinternational.org
Elam www.elam.com
Barnabas Fund barnabasfund.org
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Pray The Wight - Friday 7th May - 19:30 on Zoom
The Wight Church Team are hosting an online prayer meeting to
unite Island Christians in lifting up our community to the Lord. This is
based upon the really encouraging Pray the Wight events we have
held in past years - the last of which was scheduled for March 2020
and was cancelled due to the lockdown.
We apologise that it has taken a long time to set anything up, but
everyone has been focussed on our local challenges. Now we have
begun to get our heads around things, we feel it's really important to
gather once again for united prayer - though we can't do it in person
just yet. The online meeting will last for no more than 90 minutes and
will include some input from a few Island ministries with times of
prayer all together and in break out rooms.


IW Foodbank



Street Pastors



Lionheart Festival



IW Youth for Christ

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84128688648?
pwd=dnYzN283SkVSOHA5Nm00T1JqWGJlQT09
Meeting ID: 841 2868 8648
Passcode: 441625
For info, we are going ahead in faith to run another worship
celebration in the New Year. We hope to have Noel Robinson and his
band leading the worship and are awaiting confirmation of the speaker
before the date is published.
With very best wishes to everyone in the big Wight Church family,
In Christ Jesus,
The Wight Church Team
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CARE & Prayer
We have just received the latest
edition of the Prayer Diary
(25th April - 24th July) from this
excellent organisation who for
more than 35 years has been a
voice for truth in the public
square with the mission of
bringing a uniquely Christian
insight to the policies and laws
that affect our lives.
To quote, ‘We believe in a
better story for our society and
culture, one where the life of
every human being, from
conception to natural end, is
respected and upheld.’
This particular issue, with a
prayer for each day, focuses on
the future of:


Education



Compassionate Caring



Freedoms



Social Action



Families



Help With Addictions



Healthcare



Human Life



The Arts



The Economy



Sustainable Energy



Justice.



Global Co-operation

The diary can be read online at https://care.org.uk/prayer.
In these prayers there is a wealth of information to enable informed
praying and it truly is a valuable resource for the church.
Source: CARE
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Other Excellent and Interesting Resources
The monthly Good News Newspaper
(great for sharing with neighbours and friends,
and a gentle way of sharing our Christian faith).
www.goodnews-paper.org.uk/welcome.htm

The
Christian
Institute
Spring
Newsletter, very informative as to what is
happening in our nation. The Institute’s mission
is to ensure that Churches and Christians are
free to preach the ‘whole Gospel of God’.
We have been very blessed with these
freedoms throughout our lifetime, but we do need to remain vigilant
and to be equipped to be ‘salt & light’ in our society and for the days
in which we are living.
www.christian.org.uk/resource/newsletter-spring-2021/
Daily Notes
If you are unable to access these at
present or would like additional input,
we receive regularly from Premier
Christian Radio their ‘Voice of
Hope’ notes, which also include their
broadcasting schedules and this has
been particular useful during this time of lockdown.
www.premier.org.uk/resource/voice-of-hope-magazine/
We also receive some copies of ‘Our Daily Bread’ both regular
and large print from Our Daily Bread Ministries, whose
mission is, ‘to make the life changing wisdom of the Bible
understandable and accessible to all’ and the vision ‘to see people of
all nations experiencing a personal relationship with Christ, growing
to be more like Him and serving in a local body of His family’.
In the middle section are Prayer Points and many of the daily
readings also share testimonies of God’s faithfulness and how He
22

has and is working in people’s lives.
https://odb.org
***
Normally I would bring these resources to church to share, but with
the restrictions of the pandemic, this has not been possible.
However, I will gladly get any (or all!) of these to you if you would
like to receive them ( 864379)
Blessings & love in Jesus
Jane H

Bowled Over! (not out!)
Thank you so very much to our dear church family for all the lovely
gifts we have received for our golden wedding anniversary… it has
been truly overwhelming! An abundance of beautiful flowers (still
going strong!), plants, special and unusual presents, over 60 cards
and very generous gifts of money towards providing a water supply
for a community that doesn’t have the blessing of clean running
water, as we do - parts of the world stricken by drought, disaster or
poverty. We are so thrilled with the response and plan to put this
into operation through Samaritan’s Purse and their Alternative Gifts
scheme.
We do feel so blessed and we cannot wait to see you all again - you
truly are our special family in the Lord.
Finally, thank you to our dear minister,
Brian, for getting hold of the picture of
our wedding day for the Church Family
News in April (reproduced again here!!)
- how clever of him to access it without
our knowledge! Also for the kind words.
No sign of any grey hairs then!
With so much love in Jesus’ Precious
Name,
Jane & Mike H
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on our Christian Brothers and Sisters
who are being persecuted for their faith
Christians in Myanmar fear for safety and
forced recruitment to army
It’s now two months since the military coup in Myanmar. The junta
has intensified its crackdown on protestors, with around 600 people
now believed to have been killed. For the country’s minority Christian
population, there continues to be fear – not just for their safety but of
forced recruitment to the army. In this update, Christians in the
country share experiences and fears, as well as gratitude for your
ongoing prayers. All names have been changed to protect identities.
Given the communication restrictions in Myanmar, it’s hard to obtain
information from Open Doors local partners in the country. When
contact is made with believers, the fear and uncertainty speaks
louder than their words.
Gunshots and sleepless nights
“Every day I hear gunshots and sound grenades near my house,”
shares Min Naing from Yangon, Myanmar’s largest city. “The sound
comes only one bus stop away from my house. At night, most
homes do not turn on lights after 20:00. And nobody makes any
noise. This has been happening for about two weeks. Sometimes I
hear gunshots in the evening and around midnight. We also stay
indoors during the day. We cannot go out except for putting out
rubbish and shopping for groceries. I live in the middle of Yangon
without security. Please pray for the safety of me and my family.”
Pastor Kyaw leads a church in a township where martial law is
imposed. Because of the daily gunfire near the church building, it’s
been impossible to organise church activities. “My wife has not been
able to sleep for two weeks,” the pastor shares. “That’s why we fled
to another town. When we arrived in the town, I had to flee again
24

after two days, because the army was recruiting more soldiers.”
Thankfully, the couple are now home and safe, but without internet.
The pastor is concerned about not having access to the news.
Believers hiding in the forest
Others are also at risk of being forcibly enlisted into the army. “In a
remote village, a pastor is leading a small church,” Brother Lwin, an
Open Doors local partner reports. “There are no soldiers or police in
their village so regular prayers are held every night. Last week, the
village chief was asked to recruit 30 men for the military in their
village. Now the believers, including the pastor, are hiding in the
forest.”
Brother Lwin and others live and work under enormous stress
because of the uncertainty and rapidly changing situation. Nobody’s
safety is guaranteed. But one thing is for sure: Brother Lwin and the
other believers know they are not alone. “Thank you for standing
with us during this crisis,” Brother Lwin shares. “We don't know how
or when this will be over. Please pray that the believers will stand
strong in their faith, and non-believers – of who many are frustrated
and hopeless, even with their own faith – will come to know the true
and living God.”
Please Pray
Heavenly Father, protect Your
people in Myanmar from harm
and forced recruitment to the
army. Keep them safe under the
shadow of Your wings. Help Your
children to be strong in their faith
and witness, and provide ways for
believers to encourage one
another. Use this crisis to draw
many people to You. Bring peace
to the streets of Myanmar and an
end to all violence. Intervene so
that the military relinquishes its
brutal hold on the country. Amen.
Source: Open Doors - Used by permission
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In case you missed it, here are the Easter messages to the
nation from Sir Keir Starmer and the prime minister
~ it is worth a read….
The Labour leader, Sir Keir Starmer QC paid tribute to the Christian
community for its work supporting others during the coronavirus
pandemic. He was “in awe” of their efforts over the past 12 months.
“The Christian community has always been there for the
marginalised and for those that need support and help, but over the
last year that has shone through so strong and so visible for
everybody to see,” he said.
“Whether that’s work in churches with food banks, I’ve seen so many
in our churches supplying food to those that need it in our
communities.
“Whether it’s vaccine centres in our church or just the pure
volunteering and looking out for people within our communities.
“Thank you for everything you’ve done during this pandemic. Thank
you for all that support and community spirit.”
He added: “I know Easter is a special time for Christians. It’s a time
for hope and renewal. And, as we come out of this pandemic, I think
those values will be so important to us as a nation.”

***
The prime minister said, “Happy Easter to everyone who is
celebrating today.
“I know that for many people that means chocolate eggs and the
Easter bunny and hot cross buns and all the rest of it and I will
certainly be joining in.
“But let’s not lose sight of the fact that this is Christianity’s most
important festival.
“And that, while churches are open, the ongoing Coronavirus
restrictions mean that once again it won’t be possible for many
Christians to mark Easter in the way that they would like.
“But if there’s one thing British Christians have shown us this year
it’s that Jesus Christ is “the way, and the truth, and the life” not just
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today but every day.
“His teachings, and the message of his death and resurrection,
permeate through every aspect of daily life.
“That’s why I’ve lost count of the number of church leaders and
congregations that have stepped up to support us all in these very
challenging times.
“Millions of Good Samaritans, each of them showing what loving thy
neighbour as thyself really looks like in 21st century Britain.
“And having done all that during the darkest days of the pandemic,
churches across the UK are now helping us light the path out of it by
opening their doors as vaccination centres.
“It’s really, very moving to see it.
“This has been a very tough 12 months.
“But, as ever, the arrival of Easter brings with it new hope.
“And, this year more than ever, it brings the promise of brighter days
ahead for us all.
“So stay safe, keep following the rules, and have a very happy
Easter”

Connection Quiz Answers
1. The electrically assisted pedal cycle was the C5.
2. The Townsend Thoresen ferry that sank
was The Herald of Free Enterprise.
3. The French for ’two horses’ is Deux
Chevaux
4. Mary Quant is credited with the invention of
the mini skirt.
5. Connection: They are all cars: Citroën C5,
Triumph Herald, Citroën Deux Chevaux
(or 2CV) and the Austin/BMW Mini
Bonus question. The cover photo is of: Place Guillaume le
Conquérant, Falaise, Normandie (IoW cover next month)
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The Puzzle Pages

8
5

Sudoku

4

A numerical
placement puzzle!

5

2

3
1
4

To solve it you need to fill
the grid so that every
column, every row and
every 3 x 3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9.
1

7

2

8

8

6
3

7

9

5

4

5

12

13

16
18

20

19
22

7

11

11

17

22

6

8
10

18

4

1

3

15

3

2

12

21

5

1

9

9

19

6

6

8

14

9

23

21

20

20

21

24
25

26

26

25
30

29

27

30

28

27

28

Last Month’s Sudoku - how did you do?
2

3

4

9

8

5

7

1

6

5

9

6

4

7

1

3

2

8

7

8

1

6

2

3

9

4

5

4

1

5

3

9

6

2

8

7

3

2

7

1

4

8

5

6

9

25 Surrey village near Woking (4)
27 Farewell (3)
29 Glue (8)
30 French for ’book’ (5)

Down
1 Cartoon featuring Snoopy (7)
9 6 8 7 5 2 1 3 4
2 Ruth’s mum-in-law in OT (5)
3 Move into a sloping position (4)
8 7 9 2 1 4 6 5 3
4 Not well (4)
1 5 3 8 6 9 4 7 2
5 Bankrupt (4)
6 4 2 5 3 7 8 9 1
6 - of A, country initials (2)
Across
7 English title of an 1866 waltz by
1 BBC weekday quiz show (9)
Johann Strauss II (4 6)
5 It can be lit or planted (4)
8 To - or not to - (2)
8 Southern Vectis operate this
10 Smoked pork - or a place near
transport service (3)
Kingston-upon-Thames (3)
9 Seaside town in Normandy,
13 Fruit often used in a pie (7)
known for Mulberry remains (11)
15 Worn in earlobes (8)
11 Small Ford car (2)
16 French version of bowls (6)
12 An oak, elm or yew perhaps (7) 18 West Sussex town with a
14 Undo something (5)
castle (7)
17 Indefinite and very long period 20 Small district having its own
of time (4)
church (6)
18 Dutch Caribbean island (5)
23 Not off (2)
19 Very good (5)
24 An opera in four acts by
Giuseppe Verdi (4)
21 Either (2)
26 Adam’s partner in Genesis (3)
22 Sausage - (4)
28 Island river; an eastern one
24 An organisation providing a
and a western one (3)
regular air transport service (7)
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Guess The Year?


The Burj Khalifa, 829.8 metres tall, officially opens in Dubai



Fashion designer Alexander McQueen was found dead at his
London home



The film ‘Toy Story 3’ was on at the cinema



And UK No. 1s included:
Matt Cardle with ‘When We Collide’
JLS with ‘Love You More’
Roll Deep with ‘Good Times’

Answer next month

May’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Questions
1. Which country is Brie cheese originally from?
2. What year was Heinz established?
3. Who came second in the FIFA Women's World Cup in 2019?
4. In brewing, what does IPA stand for?
5. Who painted the Mona Lisa?
6. How many valves does the heart have?
7. What does He stand for on the periodic table?
8. Who wrote the book ‘Hotel Pastis’?
9. To a single decimal point, many kilometres in a mile?
10.What is the ‘Papaver Rhoeas’ flower better known as?
Answers next month

Please note that the DEADLINE for contributions for
the next magazine is:

Sunday 23rd May
Contributions can be emailed at anytime up to the deadline day to
the editor at:

surc.thelink@btinternet.com
30

Last Issue’s Solutions
- Guess the year: it was 2003
- Last month’s crossword 
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April’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Answers
1. Mel Blanc

6. 37

2. Dodo

7. Rev Peter Timms

3. John Osborne

8. Peter Mayle

4. 14:00 EEST

9. Quasimodo

5. Virgil Tracy

10. Duck
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Sunday Service
Morning 11:00


SURC Live on Facebook or Zoom

Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of each month

Weekday Activities
Monday 10:00

Prayer for Israel on the Church Zoom

Tuesday 14:00

Bible Bite ministry in church
– please pre book with Robin where possible
Prayer Meeting on Zoom

19:30
Saturday 10:30

Coffee Morning on Zoom
– a chance to catch up and have a chat

Details of any other services/activities that we hold will be
posted:


outside the church/on the doors



On our Facebook page



and on our website

Minister:



Day off:

Rev Brian Harley
10 Dracaena Gardens, Shanklin PO37 7JQ
01983 862485
brianharley58@gmail.com
Monday

Secretary: Robin Wightman
 robinwightman@aol.com

Shanklin URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance
www.shanklinurc.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1130459
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