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Many parts... or piles of stones
The picture of the Body of Christ in Paul’s letters is
such a great image of what church should be – a living community
made up of diverse parts which all function well when connected
together and under the direction of the head.
Human nature tends to rebel against God’s design
and we crave independence and self rule. This
usually leads to stress and great unhappiness. We
are meant to be social beings that learn to appreciate
one another as we make up for each other’s
weaknesses. Together we have all the gifts we need;
every part is important so we can’t live and thrive in isolation.
In our studies in 1 Peter on Tuesday afternoons, we came across
another great image of the church; that of a spiritual house – not
made of bricks or stones but of living stones – being built on the
foundation of Christ the true cornerstone. Paul uses similar language
at the end of Ephesians 2 and then adds:
“In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a
holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together
to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.” (v21-22 NIV).
*sketch by Karen Penn

The weakness of such an image is that
a building is not alive – but the spiritual
house we become is not a static
structure but a dynamic community. In 1
Corinthians 3 he writes: “Don’t you know
that you yourselves are God’s temple
and that God’s Spirit lives among
you?” (v16 NIV). Note the you is plural.
The Temple in Jerusalem was the place
where God dwelt at heart of his people.
Jesus came to embody the Temple and
create something new – a community of
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people who were in themselves the dwelling place of God. Today,
that includes us!
If we were stones, they would be of
random shapes and sizes rather than a
uniform wall. This spitting image of the
Isle of Wight is in the front wall of the
YMCA hall at Black Mountain, North
Carolina, where the annual International
Dunamis Fellowship meeting is usually
held. Pretty cool eh?
We are all different shapes and sizes with a variety of gifts, and
together we make up the church – and only when together and
grounded in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. Many of you
have used your gifts over the last year to help us navigate such a
challenging period. We couldn’t have done it without you!
And now, as we begin to explore what the Lord is calling us to do in
the coming months and years, we need you on board and we need
your unique gifts and skills. Do please be looking out for
opportunities to serve and be useful – there is room for everyone to
be involved. For those who are less active now, we still value your
contribution and encouragement – and your prayer support.
May we all be joined together and rise to become a holy temple in
the Lord, a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit; and may his life,
his love and his power flow out from us to the people around - a
beacon of hope to our community and its many visitors...
With very best wishes for the coming summer months,

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms”
1 Peter 4:10
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Tuesday Prayer at 19:30

is held via Zoom using the same
account as for the live service broadcasts – see the opposite page
for details.
It has been great to have a good number sharing together each
week – do please join us if you are able – you can ring in from an
ordinary phone which is a normal landline charge.
Do continue to use our Prayer Chain if there are urgent and
important issues that need prayer. Phone Hazel on 865181 or Jean
on 863850 - do please consider joining if you are mostly around at
home. It is important to be able to mobilise an army of prayer
warriors at short notice.

Prayer for Israel – is held each Monday from 10:00-11:00 on
the church Zoom. Please contact Roy & Melodie if you would be
interested in joining a new ‘Israel Revealed’ group starting soon:
melodieroywilson@gmail.com or  866912

Connection Quiz
1. What is the name of the racecourse in Esher, Surrey?
2. Who played the role of Honey Ryder in the first James Bond
film?
3. With what record did Mr Big have a No. 4 hit with in 1977?
4. Which car company made the 2CV?
5. And so finally, what is the connection between
the answers to questions 1 - 4?
Bonus Question: Where was the cover photo taken?
Hint, it was on the IoW
Answers are on page 29
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Live Streaming of Services
During this period when it is unwise to meet for
worship, and many restrictions are in place, we are
streaming Sunday services via Facebook Live – just
search for Shanklin United Reformed Church .

Sundays at 11:00
You don’t have to be a Facebook user to access a Facebook Page –
use this link and it should take you in...
www.facebook.com/pg/ShanklinUnitedReformedChurch
Please tune in and watch – and feel that sense of togetherness
during the live broadcast. If you are Facebook user you can share
your greetings and thoughts on the screen as it goes along.
Those who are not on the internet can also access the audio feed
via the Zoom Video Conferencing facility on their ordinary phone
line. Half a dozen people regularly connect this way and really
appreciate it.
If you want to phone in to listen, please dial:
02034 815240
or 02030 512874 (an alternative line)
Follow the instructions and when prompted for
the meeting:
- Meeting ID:
324 266 5584 then #
- for Participant ID: just press #
- for Password:
press 936536 then #

Tuesday Bible Bite is now back in church - videos of the talk
will be posted on the page in the following days.
Audio and video recordings of our recent services can be found
on our website at:

www.shanklinurc.co.uk/sermons
Many thanks to Pete, Malc and Colin for making all this possible.
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Shanklin URC ‘Road Map’
(to reopening)
May 2021
Over recent months the Elders have been
considering when and how we might begin to
emerge from lockdown in our building. In
April we began tentatively by restarting
Tuesday Bible Bite and have been looking
since at the next steps. We decided from the
beginning to take a cautious approach, which,
we believe, has served us all well.
Any decisions which we take will depend on the
Government’s own “road map” and, in particular, when
(and if) step 4 will take place. This is currently scheduled
for 21st June when it is hoped that many, if not all, of the
current restrictions will be lifted.
We have decided to make preliminary plans based on this
June date and whilst dates of implementation may be put
back (I’m sure we all hope not!), the plans themselves will
only be delayed.
We intend to restart on-site CatURpillars on Fridays from
11th June (details elsewhere in the Link - page 11) and are
hoping to have our first in-person Sunday service on 27th
June. This will be live streamed to our Facebook page (if
this does not prove possible, we will record the service and
post it onto the page as soon as possible afterwards).
What will or will not be allowed from 21st June is not yet
clear, but our gathering is likely to be somewhat restricted
and we would like to ask all who attend to respect each
other’s space and feelings and to keep contact to that which
is appropriate.
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In addition, we have provisionally set a date of Thursday
22nd July for our first in-person church meeting since
January 2020. This will additionally comprise our AGM and
the elections of Elders to serve for the coming season (see
below). Please make a note in your diary ~ this is a very
important opportunity to seek God’s will for our fellowship
going forward.
This has been a very long and arduous journey for many of
us, but we do now seem to be getting close to the
beginning of the end and we look forward to welcoming
each of you in person very soon!

Robin
(for the Elders)

Election of Elders
I have recently distributed Brian’s letter to all our members
in respect of the forthcoming Elders elections (by post or
delivered with LifeLines). If you are a member and have
not received this letter, please do get in touch with me
(email address is on the back page).
Please consider prayerfully who might benefit the church
by joining the team. Nominations should be returned to
either me, Brian or the church by 27th June 2021.

Robin

Did You Know?
There are…
1,189 Chapters, 31,173 verses, 804, 566 words
in the Bible?
spoken-truth.com/the-book/ - watch the Bible Society video
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2020 Finance Report
The accounts for the Church for the year ending 31 December 2020
have now been completed and are currently with the auditor to be
checked. A copy of the accounts will be available prior to the Church
Meeting later in the year.
The Covid pandemic and the accompanying lookdowns has
significantly affected the activities and finances of the church,
particularly the General Fund.
The General Fund is used for the day to day running of the Church
and associate activities and the accounts show the offertory income
(and the tax reclaimed on it) totalled £55,430 this year, which is
£5,151 down on last year (£60,851). This reduction is largely due to
the suspension of the Sunday services and the loss of the collection
monies. We are extremely grateful to our regular congregation who
have continued to support us financially, many of whom have switch
to paying by standing order. However, the loss of the Sunday
collections has meant we have not been able to take full advantage
of the Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme (GASDS). We would
normally claim the full £2,000 available under this scheme each year
but during 2020 we could only claim £140.
As a result of the reduction in church activities due to the pandemic
the expenses have decreased this year, this taken together with the
drop in offertory income has given us a net loss of £3,693 on the
General Fund for the year. We are however still left with a
reasonably healthy cash balance at the year end of £11,308 (last
year £16,601) .
The Youth Worker Fund stands at £9,274 at the year end, the same
as last year. We are still considering the best way to move forward
with the youth work.
The Maintenance Fund stands at £8,227 at the year end (last year
£1.360). We received donations of £18,310 towards the
redecoration of the interior of the Church, this together with a grant
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from the URC Wessex Synod enabled us to redecorate and re-carpet
the main body of the church building. There is still a small amount
of redecoration to be done (the entrance lobby, office, bookshop
etc.) and this will take place in 2021. We are currently transferring
£200 per month from the General Fund to the Maintenance Fund as
a provision towards the ongoing maintenance of the Church.
For some time, it has been the Church's policy that, funds
permitting, we would make donations of at least 10% of the
Offertory given to the General Fund (including any Tax Reclaimed).
These donations would be made to other charities or individuals as
agreed by the Church Meeting. This year we have made gifts slightly
in excess of the 10%.
Fund-raising and donations for specific charities have been well
supported this year especially considering the various lockdowns and
that we have not met together as church family for nearly a year.
The following gifts were made during 2020:


£840 for Kalasa



£225 for IW Foodbank and



£450 for the Christmas Appeal, which was for Operation
Mobilisation.

Again, we would like to thank everyone for their generosity during
what has been a difficult year.
We would also ask that you:


Pray for the church’s finances and regularly review your own
giving, perhaps yearly and when your circumstances change.



If you are a tax payer, seriously consider Gift Aiding the
payments that you make to the Church if you are not already
doing so.

Colin Tamcken
Rita White
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From:
The United Reformed Church Finance
Committee
To:
All members and adherents of United
Reformed Churches and our Local
Ecumenical Partnerships
It would be fair to describe the year-and-a-bit since March 2020 as
having been “different”, wouldn’t it? Lots of us have experienced loss
of loved ones, loss of income and perhaps jobs. All have
experienced periods of lockdown; periods without ‘non-essential’
shops; and continuous and extensive disruption to our ‘normal’
social interactions and relationships. The world we thought we
understood and could take for granted has been utterly transformed.
How many of us imagined at the start of 2020 that we could go
months without a haircut or without people not in our ‘bubble’
entering our homes?
As members of United Reformed Church congregations ourselves,
we understand much of what your church community has
experienced since March 2020. The absence of what is now
regularly labelled “in-person worship” for much (or all) of this time
has compelled us to turn to other ways of being church. Buildings in
which we used to praise God regularly have been shut, both to
regular worshipers and others who might have sought solace within
their walls during these desperate and troubling times. It has been
hard to maintain close fellowship with people we only meet over
Zoom (or the like) – if we are digitally enabled.
Financially, things have been extremely tough too. Plate offerings
have collapsed; some regular givers have had to reduce or entirely
stop giving to support God’s work; and those churches which hire
out their premises have seen income from that source disappear.
At denominational level, we feared that these financial troubles
would spell disaster for the URC’s Ministry and Mission (‘M&M’) fund
through which the URC has always supported and developed our
10

stipendiary ministers and Church Related Community Workers. It
would have been all too easy for congregations to forget that for
almost 49 years this fund (under various names) has provided
stipends, pension contributions and training for all ministers
throughout the three nations in which the URC operates: so that
ministry reaches where synods judge it to be most needed and is
paid for according to each congregation’s ability to contribute
(though the ways of determining that vary from synod to synod). It
was all very well to remind ourselves that the M&M fund is meant to
be the first call on every congregation’s resources if the undertaking
to financially support our ministers is to be honoured. We feared that
drastically reduced income would make that impossible and that,
because the need was less visible than the other calls on your
diminished resources, payments to the M&M fund would have
stopped first.
We are sorry if we ever doubted you.
It quickly became apparent that, although some congregations had
to reduce their pledged giving to the M&M fund, many more of you
were continuing to meet the 2020 commitments you had made
during better times, despite the struggles that required. At the start of
that year we had been expecting churches and synods to contribute
around £18.5 million to the fund. By the year end, all but half-amillion pounds of that had been received. Since Church House staff
and committees managed to reduce their budgeted expenditure by
almost £1 million, your money enabled us to meet the full costs of
our Ministries, Education & Learning, Children’s and Youth Work and
Mission departments in 2020 as well as covering amounts spent on
safeguarding, denominational governance and communications.
What is perhaps even more amazing is that, collectively, you have
pledged to give £17.3 million during 2021 despite the financial
problems caused by the pandemic being fully apparent well before
your offers for this year were made.
We are always grateful for the financial support given each year to
the M&M fund by all of you; but this past year has been
phenomenal.
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Thank you to those of you who have been able to maintain or
increase financial support for your church congregation through this
difficult time. That has enabled those responsible for your
congregation’s finances to keep more money flowing to the M&M
fund than we expected.
Thank you for all your previous financial support to those of you who,
after prayerful consideration, have had to reduce or stop giving in
response to your changed financial circumstances.
Thank you for the pledges your congregation has made about
contributing to the M&M fund during 2021 even though you were by
then aware of the impact the pandemic was having on your local
congregation’s finances.
Thank you in anticipation for what you agree to offer to the M&M fund
during 2022 to enable the denomination to deliver ministry, education
and learning, children’s work and mission activity on God’s (and
your) behalf.
We are aware that synods have played a significant part in
encouraging and supporting many congregations with their
contributions to the M&M fund. We have separately written to Synod
Treasurers to express our thanks to them and their colleagues too.
Of course, our giving for God’s work is in response to the amazing
generosity and love of God which we see in Jesus. Nonetheless, it
is important for us to thank every one of you for what you do for God,
your congregation and its and our denominational finances.

Thank you!
If you have any questions or comments arising from this letter,
please speak to your church treasurer who has been provided with
more detailed information. If they are not able to help directly then
they can get in touch with the finance team at Church House.
Yours in Christ,
Ian Hardie (Treasurer) and John Piper (Deputy Treasurer)
– on behalf of the whole United Reformed Church Finance
Committee
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Great News!!
CatURpillars is Reopening on Friday 11th June
CAN YOU HELP?
We are looking for new people to join the team, to help CatURpillars,
by putting out and tidying away the toys and furniture. You won't be
working with the children, so don't worry if this isn't your gifting, Read
on and see if you could help out with either of these roles on a
weekly basis during school term time.
Role 1. To be part of a small team putting the toys out on a Thursday
afternoon or evening. This takes roughly an hour.
Role 2. To be part of a team putting the toys, tables and chairs away
after CatURpillars on a Friday at 12:15. Again this takes roughly an
hour.
They are both physical jobs so you need to be reasonable fit and
healthy.
Do pray about whether God is calling you to be part of either of
these teams. They are vital roles and without them, CatURpillars
can't function.
Please don't be shy in coming forward. Get in touch with Janet
Harley either by phoning 01983 862485 or emailing her
on janetharley62@gmail.com.
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Pray4URC
- Four Weeks on Facebook Live from 17th June
The GEAR team is leading “Season 4” of this
prayer initiative with another short series of four
Thursdays leading up to URC General Assembly
in July.
A guest will introduce some prayer needs in the URC family
and then a panel will lead prayers for just 15 minutes while
others can listen in and chip in with comments and prayers
via the Comment facility
Everyone is welcome to tune in on the dedicated Facebook
page which goes live at 20:00 in readiness for the 20:15
start. Please do join in - www.facebook.com/Pray4URC
Short prayer videos are also posted on the page each
Thursday at 20:15 - do tune in or watch them at any point
later.

Answered Prayer
Do please give thanks for answered
prayer over the important question
of who takes over from Brian as
chair of the GEAR team later in the year.
We are thrilled that Rev Matt Stone has accepted the
invitation to become the new chair. He is a minister with a
young family who is now based in Rotherham. He was a
valuable member of the committee for a few years up to
2017 and edited the magazine for a while. He is on
Sabbatical over the summer and will begin to shadow Brian
from September and will take up the reins at the leadership
conference at Swanwick in late November.
Praise the Lord for this really positive development which
has come after a period of listening and discernment.
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Prayer News
Dear Friends,
As we join Uganda in easing lockdown restrictions, we thank God
that, for many children across Uganda, school has started again.
School in Uganda means not only an education, but also physical
safety for those fortunate enough to attend. Schools in Uganda are
now open to most children, and some have begun to sit exams. We
thank God this month, particularly for the children of Pastor Simon in
Masese, who have done well in their end of year report. We thank
God for all those who sponsor children in Uganda and for the work
this allowing the young people to complete. Please pray that we may
sponsor more children and give them a good start in life.
We also thank God for the mission work that takes place in Uganda.
This month, Martin Sebuggo has been in the Kapchorwa region,
350kms from his home in Kampala, on the road to Kenya. He has
been at Trinity Bible Institute in a particularly hilly area. We pray for
the success of the mission, and the safety of Martin and his team in
an area that is prone to car accidents due to the hills.
We have also been asked to pray for Julius Bigirwenkya’s wife
Gloria who has been having problems with her health. Recent
treatment has not been successful and so we ask for your prayers
for her healing, and for protection over Julius’ family at this time of
need.
As a Trust, we have recently had to make the decision to postpone
our yearly trip to Uganda for another year due to the Coronavirus.
We ask you to pray that our work may be conducted well at a
distance, and that we will continue to work in brotherhood with our
Ugandan friends, despite the distance. Please pray for the work of
the Trust and for our Trustees, that they are guided in the right way
to approach choices that are affected by Coronavirus and for good
health and blessing for them and their families.
God bless, Rachel Bailey, Administrator
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A Million Stories of Hope!
Construction is beginning on
a colossal national landmark
near
Birmingham
that
answers the million dollar
question:

– “Does God answer
prayer?”
The question is answered
with a resounding, “yes,” as each of the million bricks
in The Eternal Wall of
Answered
Prayer
will
contain
the
story
of
someone’s experience of
prayer.
Read all about this inspiring project in the June edition
of Good News, together with many other encouraging
features, including:


an editorial about Prince Philip's faith,



a top scientist - Sir John Polkinghome who recently
died - a man who saw no conflict between faith and
science,



the prayer book Frank Skinner has published as a
window on his personal conversations he has with God,



how his Christian faith is a big part of Raheem Stirling’s
life,



the testimony of Patrick who although working with
young people with mental health issues, was himself
struggling with anxiety and how out of his own personal
experience was led to set up a new charity that works in
schools, prisons, homeless shelters, with mothers who
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have lost children and in church meetings, a ministry
which has during the Covid pandemic seen an enormous
increase in its work with 800 group leaders working in
partnership with churches.


Another article reports on the finding of new Dead
Sea Scrolls and how the two millennia old writings
reinforce later finds and the reliability of the Old
Testament as we have it today, being almost unchanged
over 2,000 years.



The centrefold article is one which addresses the
question, ‘Can even Nazis be forgiven?’ and is the
amazing true story of Hitler’s henchmen at the time of
the Nuremberg Trials and how a US army chaplain led
some of the top Nazis to faith before their execution .

Good News is a contemporary outreach newspaper used by
churches and missions to take the good news about Jesus
Christ into communities across the UK.
Although a ‘little’ paper (8 pages), the Good News
Newspaper is full of good things. It is also ideal to give to
family, neighbours and friends (after you’ve read it
yourself!) to introduce them to Jesus.
Every month, Good News reaches thousands of readers
with true stories of how God is changing the lives of those
who put their trust in his Son, Jesus. Using jargon-free
language, it also explains how everyone can find a personal
relationship with Jesus.
Do let me know if you’d like a copy (( 864379) or go to
www.goodnews-paper.org.uk/viewlatesteditionspage.htm
where you can read it online.
Blessings
Jane H
Source: Good News Fellowship UK
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Opposition

Over the past couple of months we have been looking at what it
means to be followers of Christ and in Jane Hancock’s article in the
May Link, she spoke of the cost of following Jesus for those
Christians in the Persecuted Church. This got me thinking and I
asked myself “As a follower of Christ, will I face opposition?”
Of course, the answer is YES!
Although in the UK we do not face open persecution daily, Paul in
his letter to the Ephesians makes it crystal clear who our enemy is:
“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
realms.” (Ephesians 6:12)
We need to be prepared …. This month and next we will look at
what Neil says about this opposition and how, in the face of it, we
are MORE THAN CONQUERORS.
***

A Very Real Devil
“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in
which you used to live when you followed the ways of this
world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is
now at work in those who are disobedient. (Ephesians 2:1&2)
The devil is alive and functioning as the god of this world, and he
often disguises his operation as intriguing, harmless fun. The fact
that he is enjoying success in the entertainment industry is evident.
Popular movies like Ghostbusters, Poltergeist and Field of Dreams
glorify experiences with spirits. Psychics are frequent guests on talk
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shows and at Halloween many dress up their children as witches,
goblins, and monsters. Meanwhile, behind the scenes, Satan is
systematically destroying the fabric of our society because he has
convinced us that he's just a harmless little man in a red suit carrying
a pitchfork.
A newspaper in Los Angeles reported that more women consulted
mediums and spiritualists than professional counsellors for personal
help and guidance. Isn't it amazing that a gullible public will accept
such obvious expressions of the occult! Just change the name of a
medium to a “channeller” and a demon to a spirit guide and suddenly
it's acceptable, even sought after. The lure of knowledge and power
is deceptive, sucking millions into the abyss and away from divine
revelation and the ultimate power that is extended to those who
believe.
“

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order
that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the
riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the
same as the mighty strength he exerted when he raised Christ
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
realms” (Ephesians 1:18-20)
The concept of Satan was not manufactured in recent history.
Orthodox Christianity has always held the belief in a personal devil
(not just an impersonal force). C S Lewis wrote, "There is no neutral
ground in the universe: every square inch, every split second, is
claimed by God and counterclaimed by Satan" (C S Lewis, Christian
Reflections).
A very real devil is intent on spoiling your life. But be assured that in
Christ you have the authority to defeat Satan's schemes.

Father God, I will not accept any counterfeit power or
knowledge. I determine to know Christ crucified, the
power and wisdom of God.
Confronting Spiritual Opposition
19

The Link - June 2021
“How can anyone enter the strong man's house and carry off
his property, unless he first binds the strong man?” (Matthew
12:29)
“Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. Therefore it is not
surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants
of righteousness” (2 Corinthians 11:14,15)
One of the main reasons I fumbled and failed in my early days of
ministering to people in bondage was because I laboured under
some misconceptions about the spiritual world. Perhaps you are
struggling with some of these same faulty ideas that keep Christians
in darkness. Let’s consider some common misconceptions.
A common misconception is that demons were active when Christ
was on earth, but their activity has subsided today. The New
Testament clearly states that believers will wrestle against the
powers of darkness (Ephesians 6:12). Paul goes on to itemize the
pieces of spiritual armour that we are to put on in order to defend
ourselves against "the flaming missiles of the evil one" in verses 13
to 17. In 2 Corinthians 10:3-5, Paul also specifies that believers are
engaged in a spiritual battle against forces that oppose the
knowledge of God.
If dark spiritual powers are no longer attacking believers, why would
Paul alert us to them and insist that we arm ourselves against them?
The powers and forces that Paul wrote about in the first century are
still around in the twenty-first century.
Another common misconception of the spiritual world is that some
problems are psychological, and some are spiritual. This
misconception implies a division between the human soul and spirit,
which does not exist.
There is no inner conflict that is not psychological and similarly, there
is no problem that is not spiritual. There is no time when God is not
present or when it is safe for you to take off the armour of God. If
your worldview does not recognize the activity of Satan in human
problems, it is at best incomplete and at worst a distortion of reality.
Yet another misconception is that Christians aren't subject to
demon activity. To some, even the suggestion that demonic
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influence can be part of the problem often prompts the hasty
disclaimer, "Impossible! I'm a Christian!"
If Satan can't touch the church, why are we instructed to put on the
armour of God, to resist the devil, to stand firm, and to be alert? If we
aren't susceptible to being wounded or trapped by Satan, why does
Paul describe our relationship to the powers of darkness as a
wrestling match? Those who deny the enemy's potential for
destruction are the most vulnerable to it.
A serious misconception that must be dispelled is that freedom
from spiritual bondage is the result of a power encounter with
demonic forces.
Freedom from spiritual conflicts and bondage is not a power
encounter; it's a truth encounter.
Satan is a deceiver, and he will work undercover at all costs. But the
truth of God's Word exposes him and his lie. Satan's power is in the
lie, and when his lie is exposed by the truth, his plans are foiled.
When God first disciplined the early church, He did so in a dramatic
way.
Then Peter said, ‘Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your
heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3)
God wanted the church to know that Satan the deceiver can ruin us
if he can get us to believe and live a lie.

Thank You, Father, that I don't battle the forces of
darkness alone. You have provided all the weapons I
need to overcome and stand free. Lord, enable me to
stay alert to the enemy's wiles and arm myself with
Your truth.
Father, I don't want to be ignorant in matters of the
spiritual world. Remove the blinkers from my eyes so I
may see clearly and share the truth with others.
The Power of the Believer
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“My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that
you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world,
even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is
truth” (John 17:15-17)
When I was a boy my dad, my brother and I would visit our
neighbour’s farm to share produce and labour. The neighbour had a
yappy little dog that scared the socks off me. When it came barking
around the corner, my dad and brother stood their ground, but I ran.
Guess who the dog chased! I escaped to the top of our pickup truck
while the little dog yapped at me from the ground.
Everyone except me could see that the little dog had no power over
me except that which I gave it. Furthermore, it had no inherent
power to throw me up on the pickup; it was my belief that put me up
there. Fear controlled my mind, my emotions, my will, and my
muscles. Finally, I gathered up my courage, jumped off the pickup,
and kicked a small rock at the mutt. Lo and behold, it ran!
Satan is like that yappy little dog: deceiving people into fearing him
more than God. His power is in the lie. He is the father of lies (John
8:44) who deceives the whole world (Revelation 12:9), and
consequently the whole world is under his influence (1 John 5:19).
He can do nothing about your position in Christ, but if he can
deceive you into believing his lies about you and God, you will spend
a lot of time on top of the pickup truck! You don't have to outshout
him or outmuscle him to be free of his influence. You just have to out
-truth him. Believe, declare, and act upon the truth of God's Word,
and you will thwart Satan's strategy.
I have learned from the Scriptures and my experience that truth is
the liberating agent. The power of Satan is in the lie, and the power
of the believer is in knowing the truth. We are to pursue truth, not
power.

Father God, when Satan is badgering and confusing
me, remind me that Your Holy Spirit within me is
greater than all the evil around me.
Neil Anderson
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Freedom in Christ Ministries
Daily Devotionals
Used by permission
It is only by remaining in Jesus, and He in us, that we can thwart the
purposes of Satan and produce fruit for the Kingdom of God.
Jesus said:
“Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit
by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit
unless you remain in me.” (John 15:4), and
“If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John
8:31&32)
In James & Peter we are told:
“Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you. Come near to God and he will come near to
you.” (James 4:7)
“the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may
devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the
same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the
world.” (1 Peter 5:8&9)
As Neil says, Satan’s strength is in the lie and his weapons are
accusation, distraction and, most powerful of all, deception. We will
look a this in particular next time and, how we can conquer such
attacks.

Father God, thank you for Your Word, thank you that
we are more than conquerors in Christ Jesus, thank
you that by your in-dwelling Holy Spirit we can
overcome all spiritual forces of evil.

Robin
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Bible a Month Club
Laos
When Laos became communist in
1975, Bible ministry in Laos was halted by the authorities, but
despite limitations on religious freedom, our Bible work continued
thanks to your regular support and we co-operate closely with many
churches.
The vast majority of the population is Buddhist but Christianity has
experienced significant growth during the last ten years. Now four
per cent of the population is believed to be Christian. Church
planting is on the rise, and with that comes a strong need for
pastoral training and in-depth study of the Bible.
The Revised Laos Bible was launched by Bible Society in 2013. It
has had a huge impact, helping Christianity to blossom.
The new Laos Study Bible is expected to directly impact on about
20,000 believers at first and then grow from there. It is vital because
there are very few study Bible materials in the Lao language and
many people do not understand any other language. Thanks to your
continued support, the growing Church will have a valuable resource
which will help them grow in their understanding and study of God's
word.
Prayer Pointers


Pray for the continued health and strength of the translators and
typesetters of the new Lao Study Bible. Ask that God will grant
them wisdom as they go about their work.



Pray for the promotion of the Laos Study Bible to the local
churches. Ask that leaders will embrace it and that Christians will
be enriched spiritually by studying the Scriptures in greater depth.



Praise God that Christianity is blossoming in Laos, and ask that it
will continue to prosper and that eventually the gospel may be
shared without any restrictions.

‘V’ tells her testimony of how she came to faith from a practicing
Buddhist background, and receiving healing coming from the
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personal grief of losing one of her children.
God led her into the work of translation of the scriptures and her
story is shared in the June - July Bible a Month newsletter, which
can be read online at www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/bible-amonth/.
Do take a printed copy from the church counter or ask me - it’s such
an inspiring story - and any who are able to support the wonderful
ministry of Bible a Month, be assured every donation is being used
by the Bible Society to touch lives and give the precious gift of the
scriptures to those who would otherwise not hear of the life-changing
message.
You can join the Bible Society online at www.biblesociety.org.uk/, as
well as read of what they are currently doing - watch a video about
the Bible at spoken-truth.com/the-book/.
Blessings
Jane H
Source: Bible Society
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What If?


What if your church had to meet in secret?



What if you were put in prison for your faith?



What if spies were watching your every move?



What if your family threw you out because of your faith?



What if owning a Bible was illegal?



What if following Jesus meant facing violence or death?

Welcome to the Persecuted Church
I have received copies of the new World
Watch List 2021 - published by Open
Doors, with up-to-date information on
the top 50 countries where following
Jesus costs the most.
Again, this year there is an increase of
the countries where there is extreme
persecution, now there are 12 in this
category - very concerning in view of the
fact that for most of the years previously
there has been just one country deemed
to be such - North Korea. This has been
joined by Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Eritrea, Yemen, Iran (see this month’s
‘Focus’ on page 30), Nigeria, India, Iraq
and Syria.
Covid -19: When Christians are the LAST in line
It is, of course, the story of 2020. A global pandemic, hospitalising
and killing millions. But there is another story to be told about the
Covid crisis – and that is the way the virus is being used against the
persecuted church.
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In the World Watch List countries, Christians are often the poorest
and most vulnerable. For them, lockdown is a disaster. If you are a
day-labourer, what savings do you have? If you have been cast out
of your family, village or community, who can you turn to? If you are
a church leader reliant on the gifts of your congregation, what do you
do when church services stop?
Psychologically, there is a huge effect as well. Some Christians have
been locked down in homes where everyone is hostile to their faith.
Among the Top 10 countries, the number of women reporting
psychological violence has increased.
In Nigeria, Rose's husband
Matthew, a church pastor, was
killed by Fulani militants. She
lost everything. And then Covid
hit.
"We had no food," says Rose
(pictured). "There was no
money to buy any food. We
couldn't trade anything for
money, because the markets
were closed."
The Last in Line
It's not just the economic impact. In many places Covid has been
weaponised against Christians. Many have found themselves denied
aid. even where it was available. Some were told that 'your church or
your God should feed you'. In India, of more than 100,000 Christians
receiving aid from Open Doors partners, 80 per cent reported to
World Watch List researchers that they were dismissed from food
distribution points. In southern Kaduna, Nigeria, families from
several villages said they received one sixth of the rations allocated
to Muslim families.
"We were happy when the government announced food aid for the
poor," said Rose. "But we were left out. We received none of that
food."
Caring for the Family
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But there is yet another story of Covid and the persecuted church,
and that is the way in which Christians across the world have
stepped up to support their family.
In India, Open Doors partners have so far provided aid for some
14,750 families who were struggling during lockdown. In Nepal,
1,300 families were supported; in Nigeria our work is supporting
9,000 families.
Thanks to your support, Open Doors partners were able to bring a
relief package to Rose.
"I had never imagined that I would receive such gifts, but today, my
faith in Christ has been strengthened. This support will enable me to
care for my family," she said,
> See a video of Rose and find out more about how your support is
helping persecuted Christians caught up in the pandemic. Go to
www.opendoorsuk.org/rose
The Prayer Group is still not meeting because of Covid restrictions,
but the need for prayer and support is as great as ever.
Do let me know ( 864379) if you would like a copy of the new
World Watch List - it’s a really helpful booklet aiding informed
prayer and understanding what our brothers and sisters are facing
because they love Jesus.
I will also put a few copies on the counter at church or you can go to
www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/ to see the latest list online, as
well as all the resources available.
With love in Jesus and God Bless you as you support and care for
the Persecuted Church.
Jane H (on behalf of the prayer group)
Source: Open Doors
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Clean Water Healthy Lives
In the Samaritan’s Purse clean water project in Ethiopia, two districts
within this region only 10% of the community can access water that
is safe to drink.
Most people collect water from natural sources, such as rivers, dams
and ponds. As a result, outbreaks of diarrhoea and typhoid diseases
are common within the community, with sadly over 75% of health
problems in children stemming from drinking unsafe water.
The cycle of endless labour and waterborne illness for young girls
and families can be broken.
Improved access to clean and safe water for nearly 25,000 people;
including 7,500 school children, can be given.

A gift today can ensure young girls are able to focus on
schooling, rather than being trapped in a cycle of back-breaking
labour collecting what is often dirty and unsafe water. It can
improve their life chances safe in the knowledge that their
families are protected from waterborne disease with easy
access to all the clean water they need.
Go to:
www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/water-sanitationhygiene/give-clean-water-in-ethiopia/

Connection Quiz Answers
1. Sandown Park is the racecourse.
2. Ursula Andress played the role of Honey
Ryder
3. Romeo was the hit that Mr Big had in 1977.
4. Citroën made the 2CV car.
5. Connection: If you take the first initial of
each answer it spells out S U R C
Bonus question. The cover photo is of:
The National Trust Windmill in Bembridge
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on our Christian Brothers and Sisters
who are being persecuted for their faith
Three Iranian Christians could face prison
under amended legislation
Your prayers are needed for three Iranian Christians who face the
prospect of up to five years in prison under an amended piece of
legislation that further restricts the expression of Christianity in Iran.
In a stark reminder of the challenges facing Christians in Iran, Amin
Khaki, Milad Goodarzi and Alireza Nourmohammadi have been
charged with ‘propaganda that educates in a deviant way contrary to
the holy religion of Islam’, a provision recently added to Article 500 of
Iran’s Islamic Penal Code that further chokes freedom of religious
expression in the country. If found guilty, Middle East
Concern reports, the three men could face between two and five
years in prison and/or a fine.
The three men – who were summoned on 5th May before being
released on bail – must report to the intelligence branch of Iran’s
police force every week for the next six months.

Amendments further choke religious freedom
Iran’s President Rouhani signed legislation ratifying amendments to
Articles 499 and 500 on 18th February. They came into force on 3rd
March.
Following the changes to Article 500 – under which the three men
have been charged – any teaching around the Bible or telling others
about their Christian faith, which contradicts the teaching of Islam,
could result in prosecution, as could the claim that Christians can
communicate with Jesus, whom Islamic teaching regards as a
prophet.
Meanwhile, changes have been made to Article 499 making it a
30

punishable offence for ‘anyone who insults Iranian ethnicities or
divine religions or Islamic schools of thought recognised under the
Constitutions with the intent to cause violence or tensions in the
society or with the knowledge that such [consequences] will follow’.
There is concern that the wording of the law is open to interpretation,
making Christians more vulnerable to unjust accusations, with it
unclear what is meant by ‘insults’ and to what extent this has caused
‘violence or tensions’.
Article 19, an organisation promoting freedom of expression and
freedom of information, have warned, “While the new provisions
impose a threat to anyone who refuses to subscribe to statesanctioned beliefs and ideologies, they will disproportionately impact
individuals belonging to religious and faith-based minorities and
ethnic groups.”

Recent raids highlight risks in being a secret believer
These recent changes threaten to further tighten the repression of
Christianity in Iran, which is number eight on the World Watch List.
The government seeks to enforce Islamic rule in the country,
meaning Christian activities are often deemed a ‘national security’
issue, with house churches frequently raided and leaders imprisoned.
In November 2020, several homes belonging to converts were raided
by intelligence agents. Mobile phones, computers and Bibles were
confiscated, but no arrests were made. The believers were
threatened with long prison sentences earlier this year and told it
would be better for them to flee the country. They all refused to
comply when asked to make commitments to refrain from further
Christian activities.
Such are the risks that come with being a Christian in Iran that many
live as secret believers. Being discovered as a Christian can result in
persecution not only from the government, but families and
communities who adhere to a strict form of Islam. Whilst Christians
do meet, this is often done in secret in believers’ homes and carries
enormous risk.
Please pray for our fellow Christian believers in Iran.
Source: Open Doors - Used by permission
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The Puzzle Pages

9
1

Sudoku

4
4

1

2

3

6

2

3

5

To solve it you need to fill
the grid so that every
column, every row and
every 3 x 3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9.
2

8

9

A numerical
placement puzzle!

1

7

7

3

6

4

5

7

2

1

4

8

3

7
6

4

5

3

6

7

8
9

10
11
15

13
19

14

15
20

24

11

12

16

18

17

21

13

23

19

18

22

20

24

19

20
21

23

25

26

25
28

27

26

25
30

29

27
30
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Last Month’s Sudoku - how did you do?
1

3

6

8

5

9

2

7

4

2

8

5

1

4

7

9

3

6

7

4

9

3

6

2

1

5

8

5

6

1

7

2

3

4

8

9

8

7

4

6

9

1

5

2

3

metal (5)
26 African antelope - how do you
do! (3)
27 Much - about nothing (3)
29 Duck billed - (8)
30 John - US tractor maker (5)

Down
1 French actress with same first
9 2 8 4 7 6 3 1 5
name as 1A (6)
6 1 7 9 3 5 8 4 2
2 Formally accuse of a crime (6)
4 5 3 2 1 8 6 9 7
3 Elam ministers to this country
(4)
Across
4 102 - soixante - √100 (6)
1 ‘Prénom’ of the French
5 French comme in English (2)
president’s wife (8)
6 Sound a young bird makes, or a
5 Capital of Ghana (5)
badly spelt ’not expensive’ (5)
8 Genus of flowering tree
7 Area in West London (5)
‘Fraxinus’ (3)
8 Book published yearly (6)
9 Emission of energy as
electromagnetic waves (9)
12 Half of two (3)
10 Opposite of west (4)
14 N London football club (7)
11 BBC children’s TV programme 15 1982 US sci-fi film (4)
released in 1967, linked with a US 16 Creature purported to inhabit
president perhaps? (8)
the Himalayas (4)
13 Worn and shabby (5)
19 Where Apple users can store
17 Ferrari colour (3)
files (7)
18 City in Northern France, near
20 Cartoon mouse, Stuart - (6)
Belgian border (5)
22 Found on the front of birds’
21 Berkshire racecourse (5)
faces (5)
24 Sibling’s daughter (5)
23 100 centimetres (5)
25 Machine for shaping wood or
28 Not down (2)
3

9

2

5

8

4

7

6

1
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Can You Guess The Year?


The first commercial Concorde flight takes off



Jimmy Carter elected as US President



The film Jaws was released in the UK



And UK No. 1s included:
ABBA with ‘Fernando’
Four Seasons with ‘December 63 (Oh What a Night)’
The Wurzels with ‘Combine Harvester’
Pussycat with ‘Mississippi’

Answer next month

June’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Questions
1. Who won the FIFA Men's World Cup in 2018?
2. Who were the six founding nations of the EEC (now the EU)?
3. What is the capital of Chile?
4. What did the Romans call Scotland?
5. Who was Henry VIII’s last wife?
6. In which art museum is the Mona Lisa to be found?
7. What are the five colours of the Olympic rings?
8. Who wrote the book ‘A Good Year’?
9. On the periodic table, which element is Rf?
10.How tall is the Eiffel Tower, in metres?
Answers next month

Please note that the DEADLINE for contributions for
the next magazine is:

Sunday 20th June
Contributions can be emailed at anytime up to the deadline day to
the editor at:

surc.thelink@btinternet.com
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Last Issue’s Solutions
- Guess the year: it was 2010
- Last month’s crossword 

May’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Answers
1. France

6. 4

2. 1869

7. Helium

3. The Netherlands

8. Peter Mayle

4. Indian Pale Ale

9. 1.6km

5. Leonardo da Vinci

10. Poppy
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Sunday Service
Morning 11:00


SURC Live on Facebook or Zoom

Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of each month

Weekday Activities
Monday 10:00

Prayer for Israel on the Church Zoom

Tuesday 14:00

Bible Bite ministry in church
- please pre book with Robin where possible
Prayer Meeting on Zoom

19:30
Saturday 10:30

Coffee Morning on Zoom
– a chance to catch up and have a chat

Details of any other services/activities that we hold will be
posted:


outside the church/on the doors



on our Facebook page



and on our website

Minister:



Day off:

Rev Brian Harley
10 Dracaena Gardens, Shanklin PO37 7JQ
01983 862485
brianharley58@gmail.com
Monday

Secretary: Robin Wightman
 robinwightman@aol.com

Shanklin URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance
www.shanklinurc.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1130459
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