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New Freedoms, Same Responsibilities
This was the message from the URC Synod Moderators as the
Government announced the easing of lockdown restrictions from 19
July. Wise words as we experience another frightening spike in case
numbers. They also quoted from Galatians:
“For you were called to freedom…only do not use your freedom as
an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves
to one another.” (5:13 NRSV)
The Elders considered our own local response and feel that we must
follow Transport for London, Tesco and Sainsbury’s in promoting a
cautious attitude to the new season. We must take care of one
another. The details of what we are suggesting are included later in
the magazine (page 5) but I would simply urge you all to Love your
neighbour as the Lord calls us to – and to be unselfish in going out
of your way to protect others and keep people as safe as possible
from this deadly virus. We are far from being free from it and need to
act with restraint over these summer months!
In 1 Corinthians Paul urges believers to use their freedom wisely and
to be considerate of others: “‘I have the right to do anything,’ you
say – but not everything is beneficial. ‘I have the right to do
anything’– but not everything is constructive. No one should seek
their own good, but the good of others.” (10:23-24 NIV).
The context there is about whether to eat
meat offered to idols, but the underlying
principle is the same. We may have no
problem with something but if it causes
someone else to stumble we must think
again. In our situation today, it is more
than a matter of conscience. Lives are at
risk and even those with double jabs may
still spread the virus and could indeed be
vulnerable.
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So we must venture forward with care and not simply cast off all
restraint. It will be a joy to sing again but let’s not do it in each other’s
faces but proceed with a degree of caution still and keep appropriate
space when seated or moving around.
The purpose of gathering for worship is to bring to God a sacrifice of
praise (Hebrews 13:15). It’s all about the Lord, not about us and our
new found freedom. We must honour God with the whole of our lives
not just with our lips, so the way we care for one another is just as
much an act of worship, holy and pleasing to him (Romans 12:1).
The Elders felt we should make provisional decisions to see us
though August and then review things in the light of developments.
Please pray for on-going wisdom as we navigate these very choppy
waters. We will consider the position at the beginning of September
and see if it is right to begin to restart other aspects of church life
May the good Lord carry us through this challenging season. Pauline
shared this lovely poem by Minnie Louise Haskins that King George
VI quoted in his wartime Christmas broadcast in 1939:
And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year:
"Give me a light that I may tread safely into the
unknown."
And he replied: "Go out into the darkness and put your
hand into the Hand of God. That shall be to you better
than light and safer than a known way."
So I went forth, and finding the Hand of God, trod gladly
into the night. And He led me towards the hills and the
breaking of day in the lone East.
Lead on Lord in 2021...!!
With love and very best wishes
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Tuesday Prayer at 19:30
This is still being held via Zoom:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3242665584?
pwd=ZTlXZzBLWnkrWTNBY2JBK1o0K2ZXdz09
Meeting ID: 324 266 5584
Password: 936536.
These have been really encouraging and
powerful times and we’ve welcomed some new
people in recent weeks.
Do please join us if you are able – you can even
ring in from an ordinary phone, which is a normal
landline charge, please dial: 02034 815240.
***
Do continue to use our Prayer
important issues that need prayer.

Chain

if there are urgent and

Phone Hazel on 865181 or Jean on 863850 - do please consider
joining if you are mostly around at home. It is important to be able to
mobilise an army of prayer warriors at short notice.
***

Prayer for Israel
Is held each Monday from 10:00 - 11:00 on the church Zoom.
Please contact Roy & Melodie if you would be interested in joining a
new
‘Israel
Revealed’
group
starting
soon:
melodieroywilson@gmail.com or  866912
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Government restrictions may have been relaxed
but the Virus is still with us:


It is NOT now necessary to book your place



Singing IS now allowed 

We would ask you to be considerate to other
church users:
TO LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR


Sanitise your hands on entry and also if you have
used our toilets.



If you are able to, wear a face covering, when
appropriate.



Sit anywhere but leave a single seat space between
household groups.



Keep a distance of “one metre” when greeting one
another.



Be aware of the needs of others, particularly on entry
and exit.

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind and with all
your strength.”
“Love your neighbour as yourself. There is no
commandment greater than these.”
(Mark 12:30-31)
The Elders
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Shanklin United Reformed Church
High Street, Shanklin
PO37 6LA

www.shanklinurc.co.uk

We are open for worship
twice a week
please do come and join us on

Tuesdays @ 14:00
for a “Bible Bite“ session with prayers and songs

or on
Sundays @ 10:30
for our Sunday worship service
(Communion on 1st Sunday of each month)
With government restrictions relaxed it is not necessary to
book your place in advance; however we would ask you to
be considerate to others and to sanitise your hands on
entry, maintain at least 1m social distancing and to wear a
face covering if you are able to.
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.”
“Love your neighbour as yourself. There is no
commandment greater than these.” (Mark 12:30-31)

SEE YOU SOON!
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Live Streaming of Services
If you are unable to get along to services,
Brian and the team at Shanklin are
continuing to live stream services via
Facebook Live – details are in the weekly
LifeLine sheet and emails.

Sundays at 10:30
Morning Worship
- with Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the
month. Rev Kelvin Burke is with us on 1st August and
Ellen will preach on 8th.
Also,

Tuesdays at 14:00

Bible Bite

(taking a break until 17th August)

Connection Quiz
1. Who wrote the ’Mayor of Casterbridge’ (published in 1886)?
2. Which person developed
successful vaccine for smallpox?

the

first

3. Who said, "Any customer can have a car
painted any colour that he wants so long as it
is black.”?
4. Who piloted Thunderbird 4 in the TV series
Thunderbirds?
5. And so finally, what is the connection
between the answers to questions 1 - 4?
Bonus Question: Where was the cover photo taken? You don’t need
a hint this month!!
Answers are on page 25
7

The Link - August 2021

Towards Thy Kingdom Come …
Continuing the series of daily devotions used during the global
prayer initiative “ Thy Kingdom Come” …
These were delivered through a voice recording, try to imagine as
you read them that you are listening and responding …… the overall
purpose is to ask God to empower us to become effective witnesses
for Jesus each day.
These devotionals are an excellent way to begin to enter God’s
presence and to prepare yourself for the day ahead ~ why not use
them during your quiet time each day?
2. Praise
As I enter prayer now, I pause to be still … to breath slowly …to
recentre my scattered senses upon the presence of God …
Creator God, who formed humanity from dust, breath in me again,
revive me and sanctify me by the power of your Spirit. Set my heart
on fire with the Good News of Your Gospel
I choose to rejoice in God’s presence today, joining with the ancient
praise of all God’s people in the words of the 52nd Psalm:
But I am like an olive tree flourishing in the house of God;
I trust in God’s unfailing love for ever and ever. For what you have
done I will always praise you in the presence of your faithful people.
And I will hope in your name, for your name is good.
(Psalm 52: 8-9)
Today we are reflecting on Praise and the interplay between light
and dark where praise can flourish. The disciples faced the reality of
the risen Jesus, filling them with so much joy, but here, in His
departure, they were perhaps filled with conflicting emotions:
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where
Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshipped
him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
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obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.’ (Matthew 28: 16-20)
The disciples are caught between worship and doubt. Theologian R
T France notes that the Greek word here for doubt does not mean
unbelief but a state of uncertainty and hesitation. Jesus has risen but
He is leaving them, and the relief that He is alive is mixed with the
sadness that He, their friend, will leave.
We can relate to the disciples’ experience ~ in times of stress and
confusion, our worship can be uncertain and hesitant.
“Am I uncertain?”
“Am I holding back my praise because I can’t see the full picture?”
God, meet me in my uncertainty, I choose to praise You now, even
in the waiting.
The disciples were going through an incredible time of change.
Father, I pray for those I know who are in a time of change today.
Lord, reveal yourself, speak into their uncertainty, show them that
you are the immutable, unchanging God.
As we return to the passage, look and listen for a particular word or
a phrase that the Holy Spirit is highlighting for you today.
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where
Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshipped
him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.’ (Matthew 28: 16-20)
Perhaps the most striking phrase from the passage is “And surely I
am with you”. Jesus speaks into uncertainty with certainty. In our
own times of uncertainty, we must remember that the promise of the
presence of God is certain and true.
Praise is the recognition that He is with us always, even until the end
of the age.
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I will praise You because I am certain of this; You are present.
Lord, I confess that I am sometimes uncertain and hesitant in my
praise of You. Forgive me for this. I will praise You because You do
not abandon me. In all of my circumstances, Your Spirit is present.
Lord, help me to be certain of this.
And now, as I prepare to take this time of prayer into the coming
day, the Lord who loves me says:
So do not fear, for I am with you. Do not be dismayed, for I am your
God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10)
Father, help me to live this day to the full, being true to you in every
way. Jesus, help me to give myself away to others, being kind to
everyone I meet. Spirit, help me to love the lost, proclaiming Christ in
all I do and. Amen.
***
These devotions were included in a much wider prayer initiative ~
24/7 Prayer (Peter Grieg) ~ which provides Bible reflection twice
daily (morning and evening).
You can access these through an app, Lectio 365 ~ for more details
go to: https://www.24-7prayer.com/dailydevotional
Next time we will focus on thanks.
Robin
Used by permission of Thy Kingdom Come

Our Tuesday meeting is taking a short break for three weeks while
Brian is away and while the lobby is redecorated and re-carpeted.
It starts up again on 17th August at 14:00.
Brian has resumed some studies in the Psalms and will begin a
new series in the autumn - watch this space...
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Good News. Great Joy
The Samaritan Purse’s Operation Christmas
Child national collection week has been
announced as 15th – 22nd November, 2021.
Did you know that a simple shoebox gift
packed with love and fuelled by prayer can
have a huge impact!
I know November seems ages away, but it will soon be here and you
can get a few items each month to spread the cost.. So, what can go
into a shoebox?


Include a toy that a child will love as soon as they open the box.



Toys: such as cuddly toys, dolls, toy cars, yo-yos, etc...



School supplies



Hygiene items, e.g. toothbrush, bars of wrapped soap, comb or
hairbrush, flannel

However, please do not include toothpaste, sweets, lotions and
liquids; used or damaged items; war-related items; seeds, gum,
chocolate or food items; religious or political literature; medicines,
aerosol cans, sharp or fragile items. Such items will be removed.
Visit www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmaschild/what-goes-in-my-shoebox/ for a more detailed suggestion list
detailed by age and gender.
Drop off locations will be announced in September, so watch out for
details, but please note that every Operation Christmas Child
shoebox gift is an opportunity to share the message of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ with a boy or girl around the world, as well as the love
of Jesus.
New for this year is the opportunity for a group to fill a shoebox
online - shoeboxonline.samaritans-purse.org.uk/get-a-goal-page.
When you build a box online, it will be packed and sent on your
behalf to children in need around the world.
Happy packing!!
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News from Kalasa, Uganda
Greetings in Jesus' mighty name
and thanks for your encouraging
message received this morning
through WhatsApp.
Currently here in our Nation, we are going through an intensive
period and just lifting our eyes to the Almighty God to intervene.
After recording 49 deaths in a single day, on June 21st the
Government was forced to put the nation on a lockdown allowing
only major businesses to operate with only 10% of their employees
who have to stay at their places of work. It also ordered for the
immediate closure of all schools and high institutions country-wide,
suspension of communal prayer in places of worship and dismissed
the inter-district movements by all public and private transport
systems for a period of 42 days. All public and private vehicles and
boda-bodas* were banned to move allowing only ambulances and
security vans.
Many prominent people have succumbed to this deadly virus of
Covid-19, including some well known pastors in the country.
Government and public hospitals have no space for new Covid-19
patients while the already admitted ones have to pay between one
million and ten million Uganda Shillings for treatment (about £200 £2,000). Shortage of oxygen has been cited as a major reason for
less than satisfactory services to critically ill Covid-19 patients.
Government and public ambulances are seen lining up outside
hospital mortuaries to pick up bodies to different locations in the
country. The lockdown has also caused domestic violence in some
areas. Generally the situation is quite alarming in our nation, city and
town people have no money to buy essential commodities since they
do not work.
Thanks so much Brian and all members of Shanklin and Ryde URCs
for your continued prayers and financial support towards Kalasa
ministries. Thanks for not only looking to your own interests but also
to our interests. Sincerely we do not have anything to pay back but
to pray for a good measure, pressed down, shaken together and
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running over be put into your laps. Let God’s blessings be upon you
all and that He sends His angels encamp around you and save you
from this deadly virus of Covid-19 which has put the whole world on
tension. As the world keeps on throwing massive challenges at
humanity, together let us find strength in faith as one way to
dissipate mounting stress. Praying for our another is very vital at
such challenging times.
The closure of schools in our nation, is a very big blow to the
education sector. It has led most children to lose interest in
schooling and some parents are now tired of keeping their children
at home, so they opt to force them into marriages while some send
them to their relatives to look for jobs. In this case, girls find
themselves sexually abused while others are seen doing housemaid jobs where they also find the same problem of being sexually
abused leading to unwanted pregnancies. Boys are turning up to be
boda-boda riders, others making bricks, casual labouring and some
become street vendors for survival.
It is good that this current situation found Gertrude and I at Kalasa
where our ministries are located. Parents here are very cooperative
and appreciative to the teachers who are not resting. Since schools
were ordered to close, teachers write lessons and exercises on
papers and distribute them to children at their respective locations
just to keep them busy and to keep the standard. Twice a week they
collect the work given to them and at the same time new lessons
and exercises.
Some big and famous schools in urban areas have started online
classes at a cost of between 50,000 and 150,000 Ugx. per month
(about £10 - £30). Only wealthy families can afford this but, children
especially from rural areas cannot afford it due to various reasons
such as lack money, power, gadgets, data and expertise. On the
side of the church, my co-pastor and I go and visit our church
members in the evenings just to encourage them to stand firm in the
faith of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Before the closure of schools, the PTA of Kalasa School met to
discuss where the 1,788,750 Ugx. (£375) sent in May can be used.
Since officials from the Ministry of Education and Sports were
13
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keeping on warning us of the fencing, all together resolved that
money be used to buy chain links to replace the wooden one which
had been eaten up by termites.
FAMILY. Last Monday June 28 was Gertrude's birthday only our two
grandchildren and I were able to sing to her a happy birthday song.
Nevertheless, according to inter-district movement, we cannot cross
to Kampala where we have our residence. Our sons and daughters
together with their families are in Kampala; we just communicate
through telephone calls to check on them.
Late February, one of my colleagues with whom I study at MINTS
wanted to start a church ministry where he leaves, far South of
Uganda almost 210 kilometres from Kampala. So, he requested me
to give him a start by conducting a house to house evangelism
before he starts the ministry. I used my Land Cruiser and set off with
a 5 people team of evangelists from Kalasa Church for a 3 day
evangelistic mission. God blessed our mission with a reap of 11 men
and 17 women aged between 20 and 50 who accepted Jesus Christ
to be their Saviour and Lord of their lives.
But Satan is a liar. Unfortunately our Land Cruiser's engine failed on
the last day when we were preparing to come back to Kalasa. I
called my mechanic from Kampala to come and diagnose the fault.
When he came, he observed that one of the engine pistons got
loose and made a lot of damages in the engine and that it needed to
be overhauled at a cost of about 2 million Uganda shillings. Since I
had and still have not that much, we decided to leave it parked at a
road side near my friend's residence where it lies up to this time. We
praise God for he has already answered our prayer towards the
repair through Rev. Jon Sermon who has promised to help in this
area.
We pray that our Living God continue to mightily bless you, your
family and ministry.
Martin and Gertrude.
* Boda-bodas are bicycles and motorcycle taxis commonly found
in East Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boda_boda
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The Dunamis Fellowship are running another Virtual Upper
Room evening on Zoom soon - on Wednesday 18 August. Do link
in with this if you'd like to go deeper in experiencing the person and
work of the Holy Spirit - register here for free, and/or you may want
to download the excellent E Booklet:
www.dunamis.org.uk/what-we-do/virtual-upper-room/
Look out for details of a new
online version of Gateways
to Empowered Ministry
coming in September – the
first part of the Dunamis
series of practical teaching
events.

Live Streaming of Services
If you are unable to get along to services, Brian and the team at
Shanklin are continuing to live stream services via Facebook Live
– details are in the weekly LifeLine sheet and
emails.

Sundays at 10:30 – Morning Worship
- with Holy Communion on the first Sunday of
the month. Rev Kelvin Burke is with us on 1st
August and Ellen will preach on 8th.
Also, Tuesday Bible Bite at 14:00
(taking a break until 17 August)
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Christian Children Kidnapped in Nigeria
A prayer alert from Release International asks that we join them in
praying for the safe return of more than 140 children who were
abducted by gunmen from a Christian boarding school in Nigeria’s
Kaduna state during the week ending 10th July 2021.
The gunmen, suspected to be Fulani militants, overcame
security guards and forced their way into Bethel Baptist boarding
school on the outskirts of Kaduna city. They kidnapped most of
the students who attend the school. It is understood that a few
managed to escape.


Please pray for protection for all the young people who have
been abducted. Ask God to comfort their families.



Pray that God will make a way for all those taken from Bethel
school to be reunited with their families, and that others being
held by militants in northern Nigeria will also be released.



Pray that the Nigerian government would recognise its
responsibility to protect all its citizens whatever their religion
and take action to end the attacks on Christians.

Very sadly these kind of attacks are all too common - both of
schoolchildren and women and girls and there are still many being
held in captivity.
Update from India - Release reports:
Thank God that our partner in India has been able to provide
financial and practical help for ten families expelled from their
village in Odisha state last month.
The families, which came to faith four years ago, are now
having to live in the jungle.
After accepting Christ they stopped attending the rituals of
worshipping in the village and started to attend a Christian
worship service. Despite several threats have refused to
renounce their faith in Christ.
In May locals told them that if they did not return to their old
beliefs they would be expelled from the village. As they refused
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to comply they were forced out.
Because of Covid restrictions they have been unable to work
and provide an income so are in a desperate situation. The
support our partner has been able to offer has been vital.
So many of God’s children in the world are going through such
challenging times, with the Covid-19 pandemic having made things
even worse for them. Thank God that these ten families have stayed
faithful in spite of the huge cost to them.
Please Pray for them and countless others who are paying such an
enormous price for following Jesus. Please pray they will know Him
to be their strength, defender and provider, and enable them to
continue to stand firm in their faith.
All the excellent resources are available to keep us up-to-date to be
able to pray in an informed way - these will be available on the
counter at church and includes Open Doors and Release
International. Do please help yourselves.
To receive regular news items from Release International by email,
go to releaseinternational.org/contact/ and fill in the onscreen form.
With love in Jesus from Jane H, on behalf of the Prayer Group for
the Persecuted
(Source: Release International & their partners)
releaseinternational.org/about-release-international/latest-news/
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Statistics & Facts to Ponder and Pray About


About 11 human beings die of famine every single minute.



The world’s rarest stamp (the
‘Mona Lisa’ of the stamp world)
has returned to Britain for the first
time in 143 years - the 1856
British Guiana 1 cent ‘Magenta’
was bought for £6.2 million by
Stanley Gibbons Stamp Dealers
at auction recently - 2.5 million
times pricier than gold. It was
driven
from
Heathrow
by
armoured truck and will be on
display in a sub-zero oxygen frame.
www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-57845086



If you had £28 million you could join one of the commercial flights
into space.

We live in a world that is broken in so many ways, but where huge
amounts of money are spent in what seems incredible ways. We are
so privileged to live in a nation where although we know there are
significant needs, some made worse by the pandemic, we do have
many blessings. May we as Christians show we care for those less
fortunate than ourselves, as Jesus called His followers to be people
of compassion and action where necessary.
So many do not have even the basic necessities of life - clean
running water, electricity, safe environments, nourishing foods,
adequate health care to name but a few.
Thank God for Tear Fund, Samaritan’s Purse, Christian Aid and
others who are tirelessly working to alleviate the suffering of so
many
Blessings
Jane H
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We have been looking
at the deceptions of
Satan and how God’s
Truth is our strong
defence.
During the FIC course we looked at some of the common deceptive
thoughts that Christians who have not achieved Freedom in Christ
can be led to entertain.
At times, we all suffer the attacks of Satan, and I thought it would be
good for us all to look at these and check that we are following the
Truth.

My Father God
I renounce the lie that You, Father God, are distant and
uninterested in me. Your word says:
You have searched me, LORD, and you know me. You know when I
sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern
my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways
Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it completely (Psalm
139:1-4)
Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age.’ (Matthew 28:20)
‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future’ (Jerimiah 29:11)
For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do (Ephesians 2:10)
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I choose to believe the truth that You, Father God, are always
personally present with me, have plans to give me a hope and a
future and have prepared works in advance specifically for me to
do.
***
I renounce the lie that You, Father God, are insensitive and don’t
know me or care for me. Your word says:
The LORD is compassionate and gracious slow to anger, abounding in
love. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbour his anger for ever;
He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our
iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is
his love for those who fear him; As far as the east is from the west, so
far
has
he
removed
our
transgressions
from
us.
(Psalm 103:8-12)
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be
called children of God! And that is what we are! (1 John 3:1)
For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any doubleedged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and
marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in
all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and
laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
(Hebrews 4:12&13)
I choose to believe the truth that You, Father God, are kind and
compassionate and know every single thing about me.
***
I renounce the lie that You, Father God, are stern and have
placed unrealistic expectations on me. Your word says:
Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall
we be saved from God’s wrath through him! … if the many died by
the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and
the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow
to the many … through the trespass of the one man, death reigned
through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s
abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in
life through the one man, Jesus Christ! (Romans 5:9,15 & 17)
20

I choose to believe the truth that You, Father God, have accepted
me and are joyfully supportive of me.
***
I renounce the lie that You, Father God, are passive and cold
towards me. Your word says:
He tends his flock like a shepherd: he gathers the lambs in his arms
and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have
young. (Isaiah 40:11)
It was I who taught Ephraim to walk, taking them by the arms; but
they did not realise it was I who healed them. I led them with cords of
human kindness, with ties of love. To them I was like one who lifts a
little child to the cheek, and I bent down to feed them.
(Hosea 11:3&4)
I choose to believe the truth that You, Father God, are warm and
affectionate towards me.
***
I renounce the lie that You, Father God, are absent or too busy
for me. Your word says:
He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until
the day of Christ Jesus (Philippians 1:6)
God has said ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake
you.’ (Hebrews 13:5)
I choose to believe the truth that You, Father God, are always
present and eager to be with me and enable me to be all that You
created me to be.
***
I renounce the lie that You, Father God, are impatient or angry
with me, or have rejected me. Your word says:
And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, ‘The LORD, the LORD,
the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in
love and faithfulness (Exodus 13:6)
Do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance
21
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and patience, not realising that God’s kindness is intended to lead
you to repentance? (Romans 2:4 & see also Hebrews 12: 5-11)
I choose to believe the truth that You, Father God, are patient
and slow to anger and that when You discipline me, it is proof of
Your love, and not rejection.
***
I renounce the lie that You, Father God, have been mean, cruel
or abusive to me. Your word says:
The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my
rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation,
my stronghold. (Psalm 18:2)
‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy and my burden is light’. (Matthew 11:28-30)
I choose to believe the truth that You, Father God, are loving,
gentle and protective. It is Satan who is mean, cruel and abusive.
***
I renounce the lie that You, Father God, are denying me the
pleasures of life. Your word says:
Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your
faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22-23)
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such
things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. (Galatians 5:22-24)
I choose to believe the truth that You, Father God, are the author
of life and will lead me into love, joy and peace when I choose to
be filled with Your Spirit.
***
I renounce the lie that You, Father God, are trying to control and
manipulate me. Your word says:
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It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do
not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. (Galatians
5:1)
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to feel sympathy for
our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every
way, just as we are – yet he did not sin. Let us then approach God’s
throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help us in our time of need. (Hebrews 4:15-16)
I choose to believe the truth that You, Father God, have set me
free, and You give me the freedom to make choices and grow in
Your grace.
***
I renounce the lie that You, Father God, have condemned me and
no longer forgive me. Your word says:
The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when I will make a new
covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. It will
not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them
by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my
covenant, though I was a husband to them’, declares the LORD.
‘This is the covenant that I will make with the people of Israel after
that time,’ declares the LORD. ‘I will put my law in their minds and
write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.
No longer will they teach their neighbour, or say to one another,
“Know the LORD,” because they will all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest,’ declares the LORD. ‘For I will forgive their
wickedness and
will
remember
their
sins
no
more.’
(Jeremiah 31:31-34)
Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus (Romans 8:1)
I choose to believe the truth that You, Father God, have forgiven
all my sins and will never use them against me in the future.
***
I renounce the lie that You, Father God, reject me when I fail to
live a perfect and sinless life. Your word says:
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For though the righteous fall seven times, they rise again, but the
wicked stumble when calamity strikes. (Proverbs 24:16)
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all
sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth
is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim
we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not
in us.
My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if
anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father – Jesus
Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins,
and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.
(1 John 1:7- 2:2)
I choose to believe the truth that You, Father God, are patient
towards me and cleanse me when I fall.

Neil Anderson
Freedom in Christ Ministries
Daily Devotionals
Used by permission
When Satan seeks to deceive us, the Bible leads us in all Truth.
When we are weighed down, prayer lifts us up. Use these statements
of truth to combat Satan’s deceptions ~ our sure and certain defence
against him is in knowing God’s Word, regularly turning to it and in
praying to our Lord, always remember that:
You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1 Peter 2:9)
Neil suggests that we also put on the “Armour of God” daily. We
looked in detail at this armour last year and I think it will be useful to
revisit these over the coming months …
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full
armour of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’s
schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against
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the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark
world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
Therefore put on the full armour of God, so that when the day of evil
comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have
done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth
buckled round your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in
place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the
gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with
which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word
of God.
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for
all the Lord’s people. (Ephesians 6:10-18)
Father God, thank You that You love and care for us at all times and
in all circumstances.
Thank You that we are Your chosen people, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, Your special possession.
Help us to be ever more aware of Your presence daily and to walk the
way that Your son, our Lord Jesus Christ, has shown us.
Help us to declare Your praises, with Your Word fixed in our hearts
and Your Armour firmly in place around us.
Robin

Connection Quiz Answers
1. Thomas Hardy.
2. Edward Jenner
3. Henry Ford.
4. Gordon Tracy.
5. Connection: They are the first four engines in the Thomas the
Tank Engine series by Rev W Awdry
Bonus question. The cover photo is of: the Hovertravel terminal in
Ryde (as if you need me to tell you)
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From ‘Chibok girl’ to University Graduate
Mary Katambi was one of the ‘Chibok girls’. That’s how the world
knew her. Now she is ready to take on the world, having graduated
with a degree in accounting – showing that she has hope and an
amazing future, despite the terrible ordeal she faced at the hands of
Islamic militants. Here is her extraordinary tale of courage and faith.
Few kidnappings have captured the world’s attention like the 2014
kidnapping of 276 girls from a secondary school in Chibok State,
Nigeria. Abductions are sadly all too common in Nigeria, but there
was something about this appalling act by the Islamic militant group
Boko Haram that made the world take notice. Sadly, 112 of the girls
– now young women – remain missing and in captivity. Those who
have returned home often face discrimination and persecution from
their own communities.
But for one ‘Chibok girl’, now is a time of celebration. Despite all she
has been through, Mary Katambi (24) is now rejoicing that she has
graduated from American University in Yola, Adamawa State, with a
degree in accounting. (Because of the pandemic, her 'Class of 2020'
graduation was delayed.)
A father’s joy
“Honestly, I never thought that my daughter would come out of the
hands of Boko Haram,” says Katambi, Mary’s father. “As I watched
Mary collect her certificate, tears dropped from my eyes. All I could
see was God’s grace and favour. I never imagined that my children
will ever study at American University because I am just a peasant
farmer, trying to provide for my family. But God did it. He did the
unthinkable and unbelievable.”
Abducted in the middle of the night
It would be amazing for anybody from Mary’s community to graduate
from university – but it is particularly astonishing, given what Mary
has survived.
In the early hours of 15 April 2014, about 30 men burst into the
school dormitory and rounded up the girls, telling them “We are Boko
Haram.”
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“They set the school on fire,” remembers Mary. “They told us to
move. We didn’t know where we were going. We just followed the
instructions because we knew, if we tried to run, they would
definitely kill us. We were so afraid.”
An extraordinary escape
The girls were taken to a forest hide-out. As soon as they arrived,
Mary started planning her escape. When the men guarding them
were distracted, arguing among themselves, Mary and a girl called
Deborah escaped together – it was about 15:00 on the same day
they were taken. They walked for hours, eventually finding a hut
where a Fulani woman gave them water to drink and directed them.
After many more hours of walking, they reached a village where the
village leader received them, and they took a motorcycle taxi.
“We rode on a motorcycle for hours, but by around 21:00 the
motorcyclist got scared and abandoned us in the forest. He had
already been given all the money we had, so he left us in the forest.
We kept walking until we found another Fulani hut. Even though we
did not speak the same language, they gave us a place to sleep and
promised to direct us on the road home in the morning.
“They gave us masa for breakfast. Then they showed us the path
and advised us to hide if we heard any strange noise. We walked
past about three deserted villages that Boko Haram had destroyed.
At the fourth village, someone offered to take us on his motorcycle to
my uncle Ba-Lawan’s house in Chibok,” Mary says.
The news of the girls’ return spread like wildfire. It was bittersweet,
because so many others were still in captivity. When Mary’s father
took her home her mother, Saratu, broke down in tears of joy,
thanking God for her safe return.
You are standing with the Chibok community
Though the world news sometimes seems like it has moved on,
Open Doors partners continue to stand alongside the Chibok
community as they wait for the return of their daughters – thanks to
your prayers and support.
Source: Open Doors
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CARE Prayer Diary - and Other Good Things
The new edition of this excellent resource is now available dated
25th July - 23rd October 2021.
Items for prayer include:


Climate Concerns



Emergency Services



Tackling Racial Inequality



Truth & Justice



Nurses



The Positive Power of Education



Hope in Dark Times



National & Local Governments



Light & Salt in Society



Generosity



Valuing Human Life



Feeding the World



Caring for Vulnerable People

As always, this prayer diary is so helpful in keeping the Christian
community informed and able to pray in a relevant way.
Copies will be available on the counter, at care.org.uk/prayer or do
ask me if you would like one delivered ( 864379).
Similarly, the August Good News
Newspaper will be available on the
counter
and
also
at:
www.goodnews-paper.org.uk/
welcome.htm
This is such an excellent newspaper to share with family & friends again if you cannot access it at church, just let me know.
Premier Christian Radio’s ‘Voice of Hope’ reading notes are now
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available - the topic ‘Bringing Faith to Life’,
including ‘Be still and know’ - 92 days of Bible
based devotions.
If you do not have daily reading notes, these
are so helpful - again there will be a few copies
on the counter or do ask me if necessary, or go
to www.premier.org.uk/resource/voice-of-hopemagazine/.
Hoping you will be blessed with all these great
resources and that they can be a tool to reach
others with the Good News of the Kingdom
Blessings
Jane H

Reflections on Esther
I have been struck recently as I re-read the book of Esther that even
though she was married to the king of 127 provinces, if she needed
an audience with her husband, she had to wait outside the throne
room. Unless he held out his sceptre she could not enter, in fact,
she could even lose her life by attempting to approach him. Being
from Jewish descent, she had learnt from her uncle that the king
had been tricked into issuing a decree that all Jews in his kingdom
were to be killed. This is the reason why she took such a risk and
ultimately her actions led to that decree being rescinded. This was,
of course, one of the many attempts inspired by God's enemy to
destroy God's chosen people.
What a contrast can be seen when we consider approaching our
heavenly Father, the King of kings. There is no need to fear any
rejection or the tricks of His enemy to hinder us. As is stated in the
book of Hebrews chapter 4 verse 16 we can, "with confidence draw
near to the throne of grace that we may receive mercy and grace to
help in time of need."
Thanks be to God for His faithfulness towards us.
Eileen P
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on our Christian Brothers and Sisters in Turkey
who are being persecuted for their faith
Leader: President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
How many Christians: 171,000 (0.2%)
Main threat: Islamic oppression, Religious nationalism
World Watch List 2021 Ranking: 25

How are Christians persecuted in Turkey?
In Turkey, religious nationalism is very strong and growing, putting
enormous pressure on Christians. The atmosphere of increasing
nationalism leaves precious little room for anyone to proclaim a
different message, and Christians must take great care in sharing
their faith with others, as it can arouse suspicion.
Converting to Christianity from Islam is not illegal but converts are
likely to face opposition from their family and the local community.
The dangers mean some believers hide their conversion.
Christians have limited access to state employment, and experience
discrimination in the private sector, especially where employers have
ties to the government. Since religious affiliation is still recorded on
old identity cards and the electronic chip of new identity cards, it is
easy to discriminate against Christian applicants.
Meet Hans-Jurgen Louven
“The only reason I can think of for [forcing me to leave] is that we are
people of faith, and at times we have shared our faith with the local
people.”
What’s life like for Christians in Turkey?
Without warning, the Turkish government notified Hans-Jurgen
Louven – who’s worked for two decades in the tourism sector – that
his routine application to renew his residency visa had been denied.
He was then ordered to leave Turkey – where he owns property and
planned to stay for the rest of his life – within 10 days.
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The notice from the Migration Bureau of the Turkish Ministry of
Interior (MOI) gave the tour agent no explanation for the cancellation
of his long-term visa in Mugla province. Although 15 specific reasons
for refusal listed on the form were left blank, only one item was
checked: ‘Other Reasons’. But there was no further detail.
This is not an isolated case. According to the Association of
Protestant Churches, since January 2019 almost 60 foreign nationals
– many working in Turkey as pastors or community leaders – have
been told to leave or have not been allowed to re-enter the country.
Is it getting harder to be a Christian in Turkey?
Yes. Turkey has jumped 11 places since last year’s World Watch List,
reflecting the increasing and stifling impact of religious nationalism on
Christianity and a clear increase in reported violence.
The repurposing of two historic churches from museums to mosques
last summer – including the Hagia Sophia in Istanbul – reinforced
growing nervousness among Christians over the Islamic and
nationalistic direction in which the country is moving.
There is growing fear among Christians, with some younger believers
considering leaving the country and moving to the West. There is
even evidence to suggest that younger people generally in Turkey are
refusing to buy into the pervading religious nationalism.
How can I help Christians in Turkey?
Please keep praying for your brothers and sisters in Turkey. Your
gifts and prayers make an enormous difference to those following
Jesus no matter the cost.
Please Pray
Dear God, help Your children as they seek to proclaim the gospel in a
stifling and suspicious atmosphere. Grant them wisdom, discernment
and boldness. Give foreign Christians favour in residency
applications, and may those forced to leave know the assurance of
Your love and provision. Strengthen and sustain all converts under
pressure for following You. Change the atmosphere in Turkey.
Amen
Source: Open Doors - Used by permission
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The Puzzle Pages

8
4

Sudoku

6
3

A numerical
placement puzzle!
To solve it you need to fill
the grid so that every
column, every row and
every 3 x 3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9.
1

2

3

2

5

3

5

9

2

4

3
9

3

8
10

11

2

3

1

9

6

7

1

8

8

6

4

1

7
5

6

7

9
12

13
14

15
14

17

21

15
18

26

20

20
22

24

25

25
27

28

29

31
30

19

22
23

26

16

25
29

33

32

32

1
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Last Month’s Sudoku - how did you do?
5

7

3

8

4

2

1

9

6

2

6

4

3

1

9

8

5

7

1

8

9

5

7

6

2

4

3

8

2

7

6

5

1

4

3

9

32 French city, special to
Catholics, gateway to the Loire (5)
33 no special features; normal (8)

Down
1 Pudding that goes with roast
beef (9)
6 3 5 2 9 4 7 1 8
2 Port in N E Lincolnshire (7)
9 4 1 7 8 3 5 6 2
3 Insect that goes buzz (3)
4 1 6 9 2 8 3 7 5
4 Chemical symbol for Radium (2)
7 9 2 1 3 5 6 8 4
5 Type of dress. (for females who
3 5 8 4 6 7 9 2 1
move on ice using blades?) (6)
Across
6 Animals also known as ‘forest
giraffes’ (6)
1 Boo-Boo’s companion (4 4)
7 Mozart’s nationality (8)
5 Czech car company (5)
9 Elvis’ 2nd record label initials (3)
8 Noah built one (3)
11 Rag’n’Bone man’s real first
10 ’- of the lost 8 across’ (7)
name (3)
12 Northern French port (6)
15 Long, thin individual cake (6)
13 ’- Out of Hell’ Meatloaf song (3)
16 Used to sit on, on a horse (6)
14 They’re doing it for themselves,
18 Chemical symbol for
according to a song (7)
Neutronium (2)
17 Colour C in our copier (4)
20 - to a nightingale (3)
19 Fried potato and egg cake (5)
24 Soixante (5)
21 ‘- League’, an English vocal trio
25 2nd planet from the sun (5)
from the 60s (3)
27 Say this to show
22 A pair of people or things (3)
disapproval (4)
23 Shanklin Town Brass - (4)
28 Possessive form of we (4)
24 Français ‘sept’, en anglais (5)
29 2020 US action thriller film (3)
26 Mr Sheeran, singer (2)
30 All I - of you, song from a Lloyd
27 French city famed for wine (8)
-Webber musical (3)
31 ‘Be - My Vision’ hymn (4)
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Can You Guess The Year?


Sky began broadcasting in the UK .



Nick Faldo is the first English winner of the Masters Tournament.



The film Shirley Valentine was released in the UK



And UK No. 1s included:
Jive Bunny with ‘Swing the Mood’
The Bangles with ‘Eternal Flame’
Lisa Stansfield with ‘All Around the World’
Jason Donovan with ‘Sealed With a Kiss’

Answer next month

August’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Questions
1. Who won the British Grand Prix in 1955?
2. When did the Berlin Wall come down?
3. What is the capital of Moldova?
4. What did the Romans call London?
5. Who was King George VI’s wife?
6. In which art museum is the Mona Lisa to be found?
7. What are the five colours of the Olympic rings?
8. Who wrote the book ‘Enemy Coast Ahead’?
9. On the periodic table, which element is K?
10.In which part of France is the town Bayeux?
Answers next month

Please note that the DEADLINE for contributions for
the next magazine is:

Sunday 22nd August
Contributions can be emailed at anytime up to the deadline day to
the editor at:

surc.thelink@btinternet.com
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Last Issue’s Solutions
- Guess the year: it was 1972
- Last month’s crossword 

July’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Answers
1. USA

6. Uffizi, Florence (since 1670)

2. 1961

7. Red, Blue, Green, Black &
Yellow

3. Bogota
4. Aquae Sullis
5. Anne of Cleves

8. Peter Mayle
9. Protactinium
10. Burgundy
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Sunday Service
Morning 10:30


Morning Worship in church
Broadcast live on Facebook

Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of each month

Weekday Activities
Monday 10:00

Prayer for Israel on the Church Zoom

Tuesday 14:00

Bible Bite ministry in church
Broadcast live on Facebook
Prayer Meeting on Zoom

19:30
Saturday 10:30

Coffee Morning on Zoom
– a chance to catch up and have a chat

Details of any other services/activities that we hold will be
posted:


outside the church/on the doors



on our Facebook page



and on our website

Minister:



Day off:

Rev Brian Harley
10 Dracaena Gardens, Shanklin PO37 7JQ
01983 862485
brianharley58@gmail.com
Monday (on annual leave 26 July - 9 August)

Secretary: Robin Wightman
 robinwightman@aol.com

Shanklin URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance
www.shanklinurc.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1130459
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