They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,

We will remember them
Lawrence Binyon from 'For The Fallen'
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Great is Thy faithfulness...!
Some of you will be aware that this month I am standing down as
Chairman of GEAR after 20 years at the helm. Ever since I joined
the URC in 1983 when I married Janet and got involved at The City
Temple in Holborn, GEAR has been the network where I have felt
truly at home.
There was a Synod group in the
London area and we made good
friends as we shared in many
teaching, worship and healing events.
We were drawn into worship leading
and led at the main conference a few
times before I moved to Cambridge
and began training for ministry.

www.gear.org.uk

Again there, we found a local GEAR group and shared in a number
of events in the East Anglia area. A couple of years after arriving at
Shanklin, I was invited to join the National Committee with the role of
liaising with and supporting those training for ministry. It was great to
meet with the team a couple of times a year and this provided real
encouragement and hope in the face of challenging days in URC life.
A few years later, John Hall felt he needed to hand things over as he
was busy with establishing The Romans One Eleven Trust and also
embarked on a PHD with a mission focus. Before I knew it, I was
being asked to consider taking over the lead role. God was so good
– we had just made the decision to partner with The City Temple in
inviting our friends in the USA to bring the Dunamis Project to the
UK - Presbyterian and Reformed Ministries International (PRMI).
The first event was held a month or so after that GEAR committee,
and it was there that a prophetic word from Rod Woods (who was
the worship leader) confirmed the sense of call. The beautiful thing
was that God also spoke to Janet back at home. There have been a
few times in life when the Lord has clearly led us.
So it was that I was commissioned to the role at the Swanwick
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Conference in 2001. Here is a photo of that
moment of handover with John (we have both
worn a bit since then!)... and the rest, they say,
is history. I will now hand over to Rev Matt
Stone at a leaders’ event at Swanwick on 24 th
November. John will be there too!
Shanklin URC has given financial support to
GEAR for many years, especially in helping finance the Evangelism
and Renewal Advocates we employed for 15 years. I would
encourage you to consider becoming a personal member as this
helps you keep in touch and provides a good
support base for the on-going ministry. Do look
on the website.
The four aims of GEAR are summed up in this
acrostic, which the Lord gave me quite early
on....
Things have now rather come full circle for me.
Having decided it was the right time to hand things over, my prayer
partner had an inkling that the Lord might have something else for
me still. Only a few weeks later, I had an email inviting me to join the
Board of PRMI. After some prayerful consideration, this did seem the
right thing because I can now offer something back to those who
have so richly blessed me along the way. I joined the Board in
August and we have met a few times on Zoom. I will probably go to
North Carolina for some of the meetings in future when travel has
settled down. They have invited me to share in oversight of the work
in Great Britain and Europe.
As I look back, God has been so faithful in sustaining me and
surrounding me with some great people to work with. Praise his holy
name! As the old chorus goes – We'll praise Him for all that is past,
And trust Him for all that's to come
Please journey on with me...
www.prmi.org
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Tuesday Prayer at 19:30
This is still being held via Zoom:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3242665584?
pwd=ZTlXZzBLWnkrWTNBY2JBK1o0K2ZXdz09
Meeting ID:
Password:

324 266 5584
936536.

These have been really encouraging and powerful times.
Do please join us if you are able – you can even ring in from an
ordinary phone, which is a normal landline charge, please dial:
02034 815240.
***
Do continue to use our Prayer Chain if there are urgent and
important issues that need prayer. Phone Hazel on 865181 or Jean
on 863850 - and do please consider joining if you are mostly around
at home. It is very important to be able to mobilise an army of prayer
warriors at short notice.
***

Prayer for Israel
Is held each Monday from 10:00 - 11:00 on the church Zoom. Please
contact Roy & Melodie if you would be interested in joining:
 866912 or melodieroywilson@gmail.com

Pray The Wight
The Wight Church Team are planning another Zoom prayer meeting
for the whole Island on Friday 12th November at 19:30. This will
include a focus on the work of chaplains on the Island. Please note
the date and look out for details of the meeting link nearer the time.
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Our Tuesday meetings continue at 14:00 and
streamed to Facebook (technology permitting). Brian is
exploring the Psalms.
If you find Sunday mornings a bit busy, you may prefer to come on a
Tuesday when there is plenty of space to spread out and keep safe.
Brian returns to the Psalms for a few weeks and then will move to
an Advent focus.

Make sense of life
Explore some of the big questions

The Alpha Course
Wednesday evenings
from 3rd November at 20:00
…all on ZOOM
This excellent well established course is a really practical
introduction to the Christian faith. Each week, we will watch a short
video and then share in discussion about the topic.
It worked so well earlier in the year so we are offering it again – do
pray about whether this is for you or if there is a friend you might
invite along. The sessions last up to 90 minutes.
A few folk have already expressed interest and we are promoting it
at Messy Church. Do please pray...
More info from Rev Brian Harley
 862485
 brianharley58@gmail.com
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LifeLine
Those of you who are relatively new to the church will have seen
that we produce a weekly ‘LifeLine’ sheet, which includes Brian’s
initial thoughts on the upcoming passage he will speak on as well as
prayer bites and notices of what is going on in the week ahead.
You may not know that you can have this, as well as the church
magazine The Link, delivered to you via email.
Whilst we do print copies for folk to pick up on Sundays or
Tuesdays, we also send this out via email on a Thursday afternoon
and include links to our services and other useful information.
If you do not currently receive these and would like to, please let our
Church Secretary Robin know and provide him with your email
address.

 864509
 robinwightman@aol.com

Shanklin United Reformed Church
Our next church meeting will be held on
Thursday 2nd December 2021
The meeting will be in the church building from 19:30 and
is open to all members and those who regularly worship
with us.
Please do make a note in your diary and come along as we
seek together God’s will for us over the coming months.
You will be able to join us via a Zoom connection, please let
Robin know if you would like to and, nearer the time, he
will let you have details of the link to follow.
nd

That’s Thursday 2 December
@ 19:30!
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Christians Working Together in Shanklin
In October, we began to hold some meetings again on a Sunday
evening for shared worship. These have been small but very
precious times together. There is special gathering coming up soon…
A few folk from four of the local churches met at the beginning of
September after a long gap, and there was a sense that we should
now explore working with other congregations more widely across
The Bay area.
A meeting is being planned for Sunday 7th November at 16:00 at
Christ Church, Sandown to explore this further.

Pray The Wight
The Wight Church Team is planning another Zoom prayer meeting
for the whole Island on Friday 12th November at 19:30. This will
include a focus on the work of chaplains on the Island and associated
ministries like Carisbrooke Priory. Bob White who spoke in a recent
service will share in the meeting.
Please note the date and look out for details of the meeting link in our
weekly notices. Everyone is welcome to join in or simply to listen to
the input and the prayers which are offered

Israel Revealed
A group of 12 of us have already started meeting each Friday at
13:00 for a session of the ‘Israel Revealed’, beginning with a meal,
and followed by discussion on the session chapters as outlined in the
booklets.
Our first meeting (15th October) served as an introduction. Thereafter,
we plan to spend two weeks discussing each one of the ten sessions.
We continued with the first half of session one on 22 nd October,
setting up Zoom so that our two participants who could not come in
person for health reasons, could still join in with the discussion.
It worked out surprisingly well! We have a strong sense of
anticipation – and thank God that He has, yet again, handpicked a
group of believers for this journey of exploration together!
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Where is God in This?
A couple of weeks ago, Bob White (Carisbrooke Priory) spoke to us
on a Sunday morning. His talk, entitled “Where is God in this?” was
bold, inspirational, and challenging. His text was Malachi 3:16-18:
The faithful remnant
“Then those who feared the LORD talked with each other, and the
LORD listened and heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his
presence concerning those who feared the LORD and honoured his
name.
‘On the day when I act,’ says the LORD Almighty, ‘they will be my
treasured possession. I will spare them, just as a father has
compassion and spares his son who serves him. And you will again
see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between
those who serve God and those who do not.”
Bob asked us to think about, Where was God in the pandemic? &
What does God want His people’s ‘new normal’ to look like?
To help us with these questions, Bob quoted two of his poems,
written in April 2020 and has kindly given me permission to reproduce
them below.
Who Kept the Folk Out?
Now here’s a query that’s making me weary,
Just who kept the folk out of church?
Who turned the key to exclude you and me;
Can the Bible help us in our search?
Was it Boris, in hiding, or the Chinese, dividing
The People of God from their places?
What forces below, with their sinister show,
Shut us out without showing their faces?
But what if the reason was organised treason,
And God, having warned us, called time?
Time to take stock while He’s guarding the lock,
And the key is confessing our crime.
Has what we call ‘church’ left the world in the lurch,
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Our faith nothing more than a fancy?
Locked out, we can pray, we can listen each day,
Until God, in His love, shows His glory.
(5 April 2020 (Palm Sunday), The Old Chapel, Lake)
Malachi’s Burden Turned Around to a Blessing
Imagine a people who delight in God’s love and talk about it
frequently,
A people who show respect and are obedient to His way for us to live,
Who always give the best to Him, the most to Him, their all to Him;
A people who are faithful to each other, act justly, and are quick to
forgive.
Imagine church leaders who seek to teach the truth that is in Christ
Jesus,
Who shy away from controversy, make it their aim to agree with each
other.
Imagine their call to us to give our best, and nothing less, to trust God
implicitly,
Which will be easy as we see His grace in their lives, each sister and
brother.
Imagine churches devoid of superstition, adultery and perjury,
Holy communities that challenge oppression, injustice and racism.
Imagine all needs met, wealth redistributed, all things held in
common,
People who get on quietly with doing God’s good works, spurning
fundamentalism.
Elijah has come, the Lord has visited His Temple, the New Covenant
is sealed;
And those who fear the Lord are talking together and working as one.
It may not look like much in the eyes of the world, but to God it is
delightful,
As Christians take their rightful place, shining with the Light of His
Son.
(5th April 2020 (Palm Sunday), The Old Chapel, Lake)
If you didn’t catch Bob’s sermon (or even if you did, it is well worth
listening to again), you can watch or listen to it on our Facebook
9
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page. It is also available on CD - please ask me or Colin or
Christopher if you need help with this.
“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.
And what does the LORD require of you?
To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God.”
(Micah 6:8)
Robin

Pray4URC
- Thursday evenings at 20:15 from 28th October
GEAR are hosting another short series of live online prayer
meetings in the run up to Assembly Executive (the new name for
Mission Council) in late November.
These are again running on Thursday evenings at 20:15 for four
weeks starting on 28th October.
Please mark these dates in your dairy and tune in here to listen in
and to pray along with the team: https://www.facebook.com/
Pray4URC
Guest(s)
28 Oct

Rev Dr, John Bradbury, General Secretary

4 Nov

Mr Simon Peters, Walking the Way Project Manager

11 Nov

Mr Andy Jackson, Head of Communications

18 Nov

Rev Clare Downing and Mr Peter Pay,
Moderators of General Assembly

You don't have to be a Facebook user to access the page - but if
you are, you can interact by posting messages and prayers as the
meeting progresses. The meetings are recorded and stay on the
page if you can't join in live.
Short encouraging prayer videos continue to be posted by GEAR
each Thursday at 20:15 to help maintain some consistent united
prayer for our church.
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The CARE Prayer Diary
The latest edition, from 24th
October to 22nd January
2022, is now available on
the counter at the back of
church and at https://
care.org.uk/about/ourpublications.
This is such an excellent
little booklet, packed with
short prayers for each day,
with each week focussing on
a different topic, all very
relevant in the days in which
we are living.
This new edition has a
glorious picture on the cover
of vibrant autumn colours
and on the inside of the
cover as well as quoting there from Psalm 96:9-13 ESV.
In the NIV the verses 12b-13 read as follows:
“…then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy. Let all
creation rejoice before the Lord, for he comes, he comes to
judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness
and the peoples in his truth.”
I love the thought of the trees singing for joy - singing
before the One who created them and this beautiful world!
The whole Psalm is one of praise and declaration of God’s
greatness - may we like the psalmist (and the trees!) sing
for joy before the Lord, for we too are the work of His
Hands!
Blessings in His Wonderful Name
Jane H
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Good News Indeed!
The November edition (on the
counter at the back of church
and available to read at
www.goodnews-paper.org.uk/)
is another great one with
encouraging testimonies and
stories. Do Pray for this
ministry
in
their
20th
anniversary year.
It has been a very challenging
time for them, along with many
other
Christian
ministries
during the ongoing pandemic,
but it is so important this work
of God continues, with the
opportunities for outreach and
evangelism
that
each
publication brings.
The circulation of the paper has only recovered to about two-thirds of
the pre-pandemic quantity. This reduction of about 25,000 copies of
the paper means around 100,000 less people being reached with the
Gospel each month.
Please Pray


For missions and churches to be able to again use this valuable
tool to reach people with the Good News of God’s Kingdom.



For the Christian Chaplains ministering to prisoners and families
and using ‘Good News’.



For the health of the Good News newspaper team - with several
members with ongoing concerns that the work will not be unduly
affected and for God’s Healing.



For shipments abroad - for current problems to be overcome so
that the papers going into the EU and Northern Ireland would not
be delayed or prevented from being delivered.
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Do take a copy or find it online - read and be blessed - and share
it with neighbours, friends and family - often it will be received with
interest and can be just the beginning of meaningful conversations
about our faith.
This month read about the launch of the world’s largest hospital
ship (cover story); the soldier who thought faith was ‘ridiculous’
and then met God in a warzone; Santosh who can now walk again
thanks to the work of the Leprosy Mission and a Nobel laureate
says, ‘Design (by God) is valid science’.
These are just a few of the inspiring stories, others include:
- The Strictly celeb who tells why he is strict about not working on
Sundays,
- The faith that helped Jennifer Hudson star in the Aretha Franklin
film,
- The footballer who trusts in God.
Don’t miss out!
Blessings
Jane H

Connection Quiz
1. In Shakespeare's Romeo & Juliet, which character was expected
to marry Juliet?
2. What is the Christian name of the Queen Consort of Spain?
3. How is the vegetable Brassica Oleracea (Gemmifera Group)
better known?
4. Which composer, born, with the given name of
Israel, in Russia 1888, wrote 'God Bless
America' and 'There's No Business Like Show
Business’?
5. And so, what is the connection between the
answers to questions 1 - 4?
Answers are on page 35
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Towards Thy Kingdom Come …
Continuing the series of daily
devotions used during the global
prayer initiative “Thy Kingdom
Come” …
These were delivered through a
voice recording, try to imagine as
you read them that you are listening
and responding …… the overall
purpose is to ask God to empower us to become effective witnesses
for Jesus each day.
These devotionals are an excellent way to begin to enter God’s
presence and to prepare yourself for the day ahead ~ why not use
them during your quiet time each day?

5. Offer (Peter Greig)
As I enter prayer now, I pause to be still … to breath slowly …to
recentre my scattered senses upon the presence of God …
Creator God, who formed humanity from dust, breath in me
again, revive me and sanctify me by the power of Your
Spirit. Set my heart on fire with the Good News of Your
Gospel
I choose to rejoice in the gift of God’s salvation today, joining with
the ancient praise of all God’s people in the words of the 116 th
Psalm:
What shall I return to the LORD
for all his goodness to me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation
and call on the name of the LORD.
I will fulfil my vows to the LORD
in the presence of all his people.
(Psalm 116: 12-14)
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Shortly after the day of Pentecost, Peter and John were on their way
to a prayer meeting when they met a man who couldn’t walk. Today I
am reflecting on that joyous encounter:
One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of
prayer – at three in the afternoon. Now a man who was lame from
birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he
was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts.
When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for
money. Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said,
‘Look at us!’ So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get
something from them.
Then Peter said, ‘Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I
give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.’ Taking him
by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and
ankles became strong. (Acts 3: 1-7)
The lame man’s highest hope that day was simply for a generous
handout but Peter and John were carrying something far more
valuable. Peter says, “What I do have I give you”. Throughout the
Bible, God asks people to give what they do have …
Moses has a staff and God uses it to perform signs in front of
Pharaoh.
A young boy has a picnic and Jesus uses it to feed 5,000.
A widow has 2 copper coins and Jesus says it’s the biggest gift of all
Is anyone asking anything of me at this time, that I simply can’t give?
Do I dare to admit my lack of resources to them as clearly as Peter
in the story? What is it that I do have to offer them instead? Thinking
of someone who needs more from me than I can offer them, in
money, in emotional support, in wisdom, in time … I give them the
greater gift of my faith now, praying for them with all my heart.
I love the way that Peter says to the man “Look at us” before he
blesses him with a miracle, he insists upon a real relational
connection … I pray now for someone known to me whose disability
sometimes makes them hide from the gaze of others, asking God
15
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that they may feel both seen and heard and therefore given dignity
today.
As I return to the passage, where do I picture myself in this story?
… perhaps I am in the crowd, looking on …
… maybe I’m Peter, taking the lead …
… I could be the man who can’t walk, needing a miracle …
… or perhaps I’m John, participating as a friend …
One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of
prayer – at three in the afternoon. Now a man who was lame from
birth was being carried to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he
was put every day to beg from those going into the temple courts.
When he saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked them for
money. Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then Peter said,
‘Look at us!’ So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get
something from them.
Then Peter said, ‘Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I
give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.’ Taking him
by the right hand, he helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and
ankles became strong. (Acts 3: 1-7)
Some scholars worry about Peter saying here “what I do have I give
you”. They would prefer him to have said “what Jesus has given me,
I give you”. His posture seems overly assured, but of course, Peter
has this extraordinary self-confidence because he has received
authority directly from Jesus. Firstly in Word, at the great
commission, and secondly, in Spirit, on the day of Pentecost. In his
first letter, Peter writes:
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve
others, as faithful servants of God’s grace in its various forms” (1
Peter 4:10)
Perhaps I need to stop comparing myself to others, to stop worrying
about what I haven’t got and start walking a little taller today, offering
to others what I do have …
16

Father God, I give up apologising for the things I lack and
instead, I take hold today of the things that You have placed
in my hand.
In the words of the Apostle Paul in Romans 12, I give You
my everyday, ordinary life … my sleeping, eating, working,
walking around life … and I place it before You as an offering
once again today.
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy,
to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God –
this is your true and proper worship” (Romans 12:1)
And now, as I prepare to take this time of prayer into the coming
day, I say with confidence:
The Lord Is My Helper
I Will Not Be Afraid
What Can Mere Mortals Do To Me
Father, help me to live this day to the full, being true to
You in every way. Jesus, help me to give myself away to
others, being kind to everyone I meet. Spirit, help me to
love the lost, proclaiming Christ in all I do and say. Amen.
-----ooo----These devotions were included in a much wider prayer initiative ~
24/7 Prayer (Peter Grieg) ~ which provides Bible reflection twice
daily (morning and evening).
You can access these through an app, Lectio 365 ~ for more details
go to: www.24-7prayer.com/dailydevotional
Next time we will focus on both Pray For and Help.
Robin
Used by permission of Thy Kingdom Come
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Alternative Gifts
Recently we have had dire warnings about the fact that people
might not be able to get certain foods and gifts as we approach
Christmas.
For many people in the world they do not have the huge choices
and blessings that we have had for so long, and giving through
Alternative Gifts is a great way to bless those who have so little
and to solve the problem of what to buy for our loved ones!
Samaritan’s Purse (who also do Operation Christmas Child
Shoebox Appeal - see opposite page for details on this) have a
wonderful array of gifts from as little as £5 - hot meals for a child
for a week, blankets and bedding - for those who have had to
flee from their homes and up through various needs and costs to
£103 - to put a stop to human trafficking - by helping families to
live in peace and freedom from bondage.
On the counter there will be copies of the catalogue with all these
inspiring alternative gifts (and the catalogue can also be found at
www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/gift-catalogue/). If you decide to
support this ministry, you will then receive greetings cards of your
choosing to give to your loved ones instead of chocolates, socks,
etc.!!
This is a great ministry, headed up be Dr Franklin Graham, son of
Dr Billy Graham who was such an ambassador for the Gospel and
whose ministry was instrumental in me re-committing my life to the
Lord at one of the great meetings he held in this country.
Other wonderful works of God that also run an alternative gift
scheme are Barnabas Fund, Open Doors, the London City
Mission (booklet on counter in church), Love Russia, and The
Bible Society - to name but a few… all so worthwhile.
God’s blessings as you reach out to those who have so little
materially, but are so often rich in faith.
Jane H
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Shoebox Appeal
Sandra (Snell) is very pleased with how
things are going with assembling boxes
for this year’s appeal and with the support
from our Church. Just to say that there is
still time for contributions, although she
would be grateful to receive gifts of
money or individual items as soon as
possible. Boxes already assembled can
be given up to the local deadline of 18 th
November.
You can also drop off completed shoeboxes at The Entertainer, St
James’ Square, Newport from the 15th to 22nd November (details
from www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmaschild/find-your-drop-off-location/).
Leaflets with information as to what to collect are on the counter at
Church (or available online at www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/whatwe-do/operation-christmas-child/how-to-pack-a-shoebox/) and also
the tennis ball appeal - see page 18 of October’s The Link
magazine - is still ongoing.. £1 put in the tin (on the Church
counter) will pay for 2 tennis balls - these are great for the boxes, as
they can provide lots of fun for the recipient of the shoebox and to
share on games with their families and community! This great idea
has been initiated for us by Pat B. who has such a great heart or the
Shoebox appeal!
Do say if I can help in delivering items etc. to Sandra.
If you donate online at Operation Christmas Child website’s Follow
Your Box you can print out a barcode and place it inside your
shoebox on top of the contents. This will enable Samaritan’s Purse
to tell you which country your shoebox gets sent to.
In the meantime - thank you so much - it is so good that our Church
family cares for these dear children - may God bless and encourage
you in your caring and generosity.
Jane H
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Celebrating the Harvest – in more ways than one
We had a wonderful Harvest thanksgiving service at the end of
September thinking about the Parable of the Sower – and some really
good seeds were sown through your giving…
Huge thanks from IoW Foodbank
for your generous gifts – lots more
had been added to this display
before it was delivered to the centre
in Cowes...
You can drop gifts into the box by
the kitchen counter any time you
are at the church – the needs are
on-going.
We have also received over £725 for our partner church in Uganda –
Kalasa Reformed Presbyterian Church – a massive thanks to
everyone for your gifts. These will help provide resources for the
Primary School and the new fencing they need for the site. Martin and
Gertrude Sebbugo send their love and appreciation for our prayer and
financial support. They have recently been able to meet for worship
once again and they sent a video which was played on 17 th October
in our service.
The school re-opens fully again
in January.

Kalasa
Church and
school 2018
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We also celebrated a harvest of souls...
That same afternoon over 70 people assembled on the seafront to
witness the baptism of four people – Janine, Lavinia, Lauren and
Craig.
It was a lovely warm still day and it felt so special to be together
again down there after all the restrictions of the last eighteen
months. Many people wandered by and a Christian from Guildford
spotted us from afar in an outdoor cafe and came to say hello. Do
pray for an on-going harvest!

Before and after...
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Helping Believers in Flight
To quote from a recent Release International Prayer Alert:
“Growing numbers of Christians
around the world are being forced to
flee for their lives, either being
displaced within their own country
as in Nigeria or to another country
altogether. Imagine what it must be
like to leave everything behind - your
home, your friends and even your
family, everything you hold dear.
But also imagine what it feels like to
then receive help in another country
from people you’ve never met before
- to know that fellow believers from
somewhere like the UK have given
so that you can be provided for. For
Christians who have been forced to
flee home have met personally in
places like Lebanon and Kurdistan I
know it means the world”
Do take a copy of the current Voice Magazine (Oct - Dec) (on the
counter or can be read online at https://releaseinternational.org/
resources/magazines/) with the above title to find out more about
how our practical actions and prayers are and can help believers in
flight. This is a vital ministry, when so many of our brothers and
sisters are going through desperate and dangerous times.
Do Pray for believers in Nigeria who are constantly under threat
that:


God would comfort all those bereaved by ongoing brutal killings



For physical and emotional healing for the injured



For housing and provision for all whose homes are destroyed



For an end to the violence against Christians in northern Nigeria.
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Praise


That despite the seemingly endless attacks on their lives and
property, Christians in northern Nigeria continue to trust and hope
in God and still witness for Christ.

Also, do look out for the Nov/Dec edition of the Open Doors
magazine and prayer diary - all so inspiring and helpful to pray with
understanding. Open Doors’ magazines can be read online at
www.opendoorsuk.org/resources/magazine/, along with several back
issues.
We are so grateful that our church supports the work of the
wonderful ministries who care for the Persecuted Church as part of
its annual tithing giving. However, if you would like to make a gift to
this special and vital work, do ask us for details or go online. More
than anything our brothers and sisters ask for our prayers - and we
do thank you for every prayer for this part of the Body of Christ.
With love and greetings and on behalf of the prayer group.
Jane H
Source: Release International

Useful websites for some of the organisations who are
supporting the Persecuted Church
Barnabas Fund barnabasfund.org/
Open Doors www.opendoorsuk.org/
Release International releaseinternational.org/
Samaritan’s Purse www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/
Christian Solidarity Worldwide www.csw.org.uk/
***

International Day of Prayer for
the Persecuted Church:
7th November 2021
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“So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you
are his child, God has made you also an heir.” (Galatians 4:7)

OUR SECURITY

As Christians, we often find ourselves reverting to a “worldly”
mindset ~ after all, that is what we were born with! As we have seen,
Satan is always trying to make us take this view …
However, our security is not in temporal things but those which are
eternal. We are to focus our lives on Who we are in Christ, that is,
to focus on our Spiritual Identity.
So we must Reprogramme our “worldly” mindset, and we need help
in doing so. But we are not alone, the Spirit of Truth will guide us,
leading us to know that our Security is in Eternity.
Robin
This is how Neil
transformation…

Anderson

suggests

we

approach

this

Spiritual Identity
As you consider the importance of your spiritual identity and the
spiritual identity of your family, meditate on these five passages:
“The Spirit himself testifies with
children. Now if we are children,
God and co-heirs with Christ,
sufferings in order that we
glory.” (Romans 8:16&17)

our spirit that we are God’s
then we are heirs – heirs of
if indeed we share in his
may also share in his

“So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for
all of you who were baptised into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ.” (Galatians 3:26&27)
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“Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into
our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba, Father.’ So you are
no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child,
God has made you also an heir.” (Galatians 4:6&7)
“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of
him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of
God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have
received mercy.” (1 Peter 2:9&10)
“See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we
should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be
has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ
appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All
who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is
pure.” (1 John 3:1-3)
Let us find out who we are as children of God and help our families
to establish the same eternal relationship by discovering their
identity in Christ.

Lord, continue to show me who I am in Christ that I
may encourage others in their relationship with You.
***
Reprogramming the Mind
Since we came into this world physically alive but spiritually dead,
we had neither the presence of God in our lives nor the knowledge
of His will. Our minds were programmed to live independently of
Him. We were mentally conformed to this world.
When we became Christians, nobody pushed the clear button in our
pre-programmed minds. Even as Christians we can still allow our
minds to be programmed by the world. So what must we do?
First,
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"Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be
able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing
and perfect will." (Romans 12:1)
How do you renew your mind? By filling it with God's Word!
Second,
“Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your
hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is
revealed at his coming.” (1 Peter 1:13)
Peter directs us to prepare our minds for action. Do away with
fruitless fantasy. To imagine yourself doing things without ever doing
anything is dangerous. But if you can mentally prepare yourself in
advance to obey the truth, you can motivate yourself toward
productive living - as long as you follow through by doing what you
imagine.
Third,
“We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself
up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every
thought to make it obedient to Christ.” (2 Corinthians 10:5)
Practice threshold thinking. Evaluate every thought by the truth, and
don't let your mind entertain thoughts contrary to the will of God.
Fourth,
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6&7)
When your commitment to do the will of God is being challenged by
thoughts from the world, the flesh, or the devil, turn to God, come to
Him in prayer. By doing so you are acknowledging God and
exposing your thoughts to His truth. Your doublemindedness will
dissolve and your hearts & minds will be guarded in Christ Jesus.
Fifth,
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“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is
noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or
praiseworthy – think about such things.” (Philippians 4:8)
assume your responsibility to think!

Lord, I commit myself to practice these steps daily in
order to bring my mind under Your control.
***
The Spirit of Truth
It's not hard to know the truth if you are the truth and speaking with
authority would come quite naturally if you're God! Discernment is
also easier if you know, as Jesus does, what's in the hearts of men:
“But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all
people. He did not need any testimony about mankind, for he
knew what was in each person.” (John 2: 24&25)
Though we don't possess those attributes, we do have the Holy
Spirit. If we are going to continue the work of Jesus, we must yield to
the Holy Spirit and allow Him to control and guide us. Then we can
know the truth, speak with authority, and discern good and evil.
We have as our guide the Spirit of Truth. Jesus said:
“But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into
all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only
what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will
glorify me because it is from me that he will receive what he will
make known to you.” (John 16:13&14)
This promise has primary reference to the apostles, but its
application extends to all Spirit-filled believers (see 1 John 2:20-27).
The Holy Spirit is first and foremost the Spirit of Truth, and He will
lead us into all truth.
Jesus prayed:
My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that
you protect them from the evil one. Sanctify them by the truth;
your word is truth. (John 17: 15&17)
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Truth is what keeps us from the evil one. John wrote:
“We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world
is under the control of the evil one.” (1 John 5:19)
and,
“Satan, who leads the whole world astray” (Revelation 12:9)
The only way to overcome the father of lies is by revelation, not
research or reasoning. Many in higher education lean on their own
understanding and believe only in what can be validated by
research.
Truth is God's will made known through His Word.
The Holy Spirit's role is to enable us to understand the Word of God
from God's perspective. Jesus said:
“Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you
free." (John 8:32)

Father, forgive me for leaning on my own
understanding. Fill me with Your Spirit and lead me
into all truth today.
***
Security in Eternity
“The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, my God
is my rock, in whom I take refuge; my shield and the horn of my
salvation, my stronghold “ (Psalm 18:2)
The key to experiencing security in your life is to depend on things
that are eternal, not temporal. Christians often feel insecure because
they are depending on temporal things, they have no right or ability
to control. For example, some people rely on their money for
material security instead of relying on God's promise to supply all
our needs. The safest place to keep money a few years ago was a
savings and loan institution. But many have failed and the security
people had placed in them has been shattered. Only eternal
investments are secure.
I believe God is shaking the foundations of the world. Natural
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disasters are on the increase, kingdoms are being toppled, political
boundaries are being redrawn, and anarchy reigns in many poor
countries. Scripture warns us that such conditions would precede the
second coming of Christ (see Matthew 24). This shouldn't alarm us;
we should be excited! Christ's return will be the day of the church for
those who have stored up treasures in heaven:
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and
steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)
Security only comes from relating to that which is anchored in
eternity.
Jesus said:
“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.
I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will
snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to
me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my
Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” (John 10:27-30)
Paul declared:
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or
sword? ... No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:35 &
37-39)
and,
“You also were included in Christ when you heard the message
of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you
were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is
a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of
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those who are God’s possession – to the praise of his
glory.” (Ephesians 1:13,14)
How much more secure can you get than that? When your ultimate
trust is in temporal values and relationships, you are always subject
to insecurity because these things are subject to failure and can be
lost. The greatest sense of security you can experience is the byproduct of taking a firm grip on values and relationships that will
endure as long as God Himself.

Lord, my Rock, thank You for the peace and security
that comes from trusting in You instead of temporal
values.
Neil Anderson
Freedom in Christ Ministries
Used by permission
It is worth noting that Neil links his thoughts closely to Biblical Truth,
quoting directly from God’s Word ~ a sound test as to the efficacy of
what he is saying to us!
“In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset
as Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5)

Father God, thank you that you have made yourself
known to us through your Son and Your Word. Help us
to love Your Word in the Bible ~ help us to make it
central to our thoughts and actions each day, so that
we may have the same mindset as Christ Jesus.
The Freedom in Christ course shows us that in Christ we are
Secure, Significant and Accepted.
Next time we will look at some Biblical Truths which help us to know
Who we are in Christ.

Thank you, Lord, that in Christ we are Secure,
Significant and Accepted.

Robin
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The Chosen
We put an article in the September Link to encourage the
viewing of this insightful series. However, we have been
challenged to look more deeply at the fact that, although
the producer is an evangelical Christian, Angel Studios, who
are doing the filming, are ‘Latter Day Saints’ or Mormons.
It was felt by some that some compromise would have to
have been entertained in order to make people across such
a ‘denominational divide’ happy with this series – and also
to explain why the Pope himself is in favour of it.
We have looked at seasons 1 & 2 with an extremely critical
eye and, despite our caution, have not noticed any watering
down of the Gospel or introduction of heresy. We believe,
though, that when it comes to the Cross and the
Resurrection, we will really be able see if anything sinister
is intended.
Do join us in our prayers that there will be no compromising
of the Truth, and that the Truth of Jesus will be grandly
displayed as this series continues to unfold with Seasons 37; that if anyone involved in the series does not know Him
in the Truth of Who He really is, they will themselves be
moved by their involvement in this production; and indeed,
that the Light of the Truth will overcome all darkness.
Roy & Melodie

Wight Church Newsletter
To sign up for the regular Wight Church Network newsletter, go to:
wightchurch.net/newsletters/newsletter_signup.html
And if you have event information or notices to be publicised please
email the text and any images to:
admin@wightchurch.net
(and include your contact telephone number.)
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on our Christian Brothers and Sisters in
Laos
who are being persecuted for their faith
Bibles are transforming believers’ lives in Laos
Laos is number 22 in Open Doors’ World Watch List.
24th October was Bible Sunday – and what better way to celebrate
than seeing how Bibles have transformed the lives of 250 Laotian
believers! Local Open Doors partner Vilay accompanied Pastor
Aloun to distribute hundreds of Bibles at his church earlier this year.
Please note that all names in this article have been changed for
security reasons.

“Thank you so much for the Bible”
‘If there is a checkpoint ahead, there will be trouble.’ ‘What if the
police stop us and learn that we will be distributing these Bibles?
How long will they detain us in jail for? How much are they going to
fine us?’ ‘What else could possibly happen to us just by delivering
these precious books?’
These were the thoughts of Vilay, an Open Doors local partner who
accompanied Pastor Aloun as they drove to his church to distribute
Bibles to hundreds of Laotian believers – provided thanks to your
support.
But his worries soon melted away when they arrived at the pastor’s
church, where many Christians had gathered and were waiting for
them – their excitement and joy at receiving these Bibles was
evident.
Khamlar (42) spoke to the Open Doors team after he received his
Bible. His eyes sparkled when he talked about God, his church, and
the Bible in his hands. “Thank you so much for the Bible,” he said. “I
can tell you that this will be a light that will shine in my heart and will
guide me to have a good relationship with God. The Bible is the
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Word of God; if there is no Bible, I will not know His will. The Bible is
the most important book in the world, and I cannot live without it. I
am so grateful to receive it today. I have been praying for this day to
come for a long time now.”
Vernkeo (41), a church elder shared, “I am so thankful for the Bibles
that you provided for us. I love reading and learning about the Bible
because it is like a mirror that reflects my life – it corrects me and
helps me walk in the footsteps of God. Reading the Bible helps my
faith grow stronger; the Bible is food for my soul. It is very important
to me.”

Bibles are answers to faithful prayers
Pastor Aloun helps build churches and volunteers for different
discipleship groups in southern Laos. He shares, “Every time we
have seminars or gatherings, we always have prayer requests for
God to provide us with Bibles. Without the Bible, we are spiritually
blind, for it is God’s word to us - His believers. Through the Bible, we
know who God is and who we are in Him.”
Acquiring a Bible in Laos is often difficult for Christians. The printing
of Bibles or other religious tracts and materials is prohibited in Laos,
and its distribution must be done through recognised agents of the
registered churches. Bibles are also not widely available in
bookshops in Laos, and even if they are in stock, they are very
expensive.
When you provided these Bibles, you didn’t just give these believers
a book. You gave them hope and a means to grow deeper in their
relationship with the Lord.

Soy, 17: “I now share and preach God’s Word which I
have never done before”
Pastor Aloun also takes care of young people who have been
abandoned by their families or community because they have
become Christians. This includes Soy* (17), one of the 250 believers
who received Bibles. When she was 14, she was imprisoned for
almost a week while attending a church service in her hometown.
Despite the persecution she received from her friends and teachers
after her imprisonment, Soy continues to choose Jesus.
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A few months after she received a Bible, she shared with Vilay the
difference it has made in her life – even in such a short space of
time. “Thank you so much for the Bible that you provided for me,”
she says. “I am so grateful and feel overwhelmed with joy when I
hold it. This Bible helps me to understand God’s Word. Because of
it, I know more about who God is. I never had a chance to own a
Bible; it was shared with everyone at the church. Now, I have my
own Bible that I can read, learn, and see things I never experienced
in the past.”

“Thank you for providing me with the Bible”
“In the evening, we have a Bible study led by Pastor Aloun, so I
learn God’s word every day,” she continues. Because I receive
God’s word every day, I now realise that God’s word can comfort
and encourage anyone. I learn God’s word more and more and I can
do things that I have never done before. I now share and preach His
Word which I have never done in the past, and I am so thankful to
God for this.”
Soy is so grateful for your continued prayers and support. “I want to
thank you for providing me with the Bible,” she says. “May God give
you good health, strength, and success in all that you do. May God
richly bless your family with prosperity, and strength to follow Jesus
Christ. May your hearts have peace and joy thirtyfold, sixtyfold, and
a hundredfold so that you can be successful in every aspect of your
life. Thank you again to those who donated the Bible to me. May
God bless you.”

Please Pray
Praise God for all that He is doing through the Bible distribution
ministry in Laos, and that so many believers are walking even more
closely with Him as a result
For Open Doors local partners as they continue to take risks to get
Bibles into the hands of believers – pray for God’s protection
That Laotian laws would relax so that Bibles would become easier to
obtain for Christians.
Source: Open Doors - Used by permission
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A Word of Thanks and Explanation
Our editor, Christopher, and Yvonne - a hugely valued couple in our
church family - are great at deciphering my handwritten offerings for
‘The Link’ and I do thank them both for their patience with me.
Just to say that in last month’s edition my writing proved too difficult
even for them, and so in case of any confusion, the article entitled
‘Questions, Questions!’ on pages 16/17, the third paragraph from
the bottom on page 17 should read as follows:
‘The state of Israel today is certainly not perfect but God still has
purposes both for this nation and to bless the nations through them.
It can perhaps be viewed as a minority interest in the Christian
world, but Delving (not delivering) into God’s word , His character
and covenants show this to be a totally mainstream and vital for the
health of His church and the honour of His name.’
Just to mention again the excellent leaflets from Christian Friends
of Israel - ‘Promises, Promises’, ‘Questions, Questions’ and
‘Encouraging Scriptures’. These three booklets are really helpful in
understanding the significance of Israel today as a nation and can be
found on the counter at the back of Church.
Praying these will be a blessing to you, our church family.
Yours in the love of the Lord Jesus - Yeshua
Jane H

Connection Quiz Answers
1. Count Paris.
2. Sophia.
3. Brussels Sprouts.
4. Irving Berlin.
5. Connection: They are all European Capitals that are in the
EU , i.e. of France, Bulgaria, Belgium and Germany.
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The Puzzle Pages
5

Sudoku

8

A numerical
placement puzzle!

5

To solve it you need to fill
the grid so that every
column, every row and
every 3 x 3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9.
1

2

3

4

4

3

5

2

9

2

9

4

6

1

8

3

5

7

7

5

3

6

6

4
8

9
7
7

5

6

1
7

8

9
10
12

11

13

10

14
11

15

16

21

17
16

23

30

17
26

27
27

18

28

19

20

22

20

24

28

25
26

29

27
25

31

36

1

Last Month’s Sudoku - how did you do?
5

2

6

8

7

9

4

1

3

9

7

3

1

4

2

5

6

8

1

8

4

5

6

3

7

9

2

6

5

7

9

2

4

3

8

1

2

3

8

7

1

5

9

4

6

4

9

1

6

3

8

2

5

7

8

1

2

4

5

7

6

3

9

3

6

5

2

9

1

8

7

4

7

4

9

3

8

6

1

2
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Across
1 Le Président de France (8 6)
9 ‘Much - About Nothing’ (3)
10 He fiddled while Rome burned,
allegedly (4)
12 He climbed a sycamore tree to
see Jesus (9)
14 White stuff that falls from the
sky (usually in winter) (4)
15 Found on tables in pubs (4 4)
19 Large urban area (with a
cathedral?) (4)
21 He phoned home (2)
22 Legally prohibit something (3)
23 Mother -, famous nun from
Albania & Calcutta (6)
24 N American country initials (3)
26 French for ‘red’ (5)
28 This band had a hit with ’Alright

Now’ in 1970 (4)
29 Red Arrows’ aeroplane (4)
30 ’Côtes de -’ French wine area
(5)
31 OT book before Esther (8)
Down
1 English monarch after Mary, and
before James (9)
2 What the French call the
‘Channel’ (6)
3 After ’BC’ initials (2)
4 He built an ark (4)
5 Republic of Ireland (4)
6 Clergyman's home (5)
7 Island in the Med where
Napoléon Bonaparte was born (7)
8 Scandinavian country whose
currency is the Krone (6)
11 Not off (2)
13 Mount where 4 down’s ark
came to rest (6)
16 ‘Summer’ in French (3)
17 Girls’ school near Brighton (7)
18 Cumberland, Lincolnshire,
Chorizo e.g. (7)
20 Not out (2)
22 What dogs do (vocally) (4)
25 A sandy shore, by the sea (5)
27 A Jamaican hybrid fruit (4)
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Can You Guess The Year?


Staples, a US office superstore chain, opened its first store in UK



The film Sleepless in Seattle was released in the UK.



A false start forces the Grand National to be cancelled .



And UK No. 1s included:
Take That with ‘Pray’
The Bluebells with ‘Young at Heart
Ace of Base with ‘All That She Wants’
Mr Blobby with ‘Mr Blobby’

Answer next month

October’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Questions
1. Who won the Women’s FA Cup in 2018?
2. In what year was the Jubilee Line in London opened?
3. What is the capital of Moldova?
4. What did the Romans call Ireland?
5. Who was King William I’s wife?
6. In which art museum is Monet’s Impression Sunrise to be found?
7. When was the film ‘Battle of Britain’ released in the UK?
8. Who wrote the book ‘Jungle Book’?
9. On the periodic table, which element is Ag?
10.From which country does the cheese Hafod originate?
Answers next month

Please note that the deadline for contributions for
the next magazine is:

Sunday 21st November
Contributions can be emailed at anytime up to the deadline day to
the editor at:

surc.thelink@btinternet.com
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Last Issue’s Solutions
- Guess the year: it was 1978
- Last month’s crossword 

September’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Answers
1. Chelsea

6. National Gallery, London

2. 1965

7. 26th December 1975

3. Riga

8. Michelle Magorian

4. Caledonia

9. Gold

5. Alexandra of Denmark

10. Germany
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Sunday Service
Morning 10:30


Morning Worship in church
Broadcast live on Facebook

Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of each month

Weekday Activities
Monday 10:00

Prayer for Israel on the Church Zoom

Tuesday 14:00

Bible Bite ministry in church
Broadcast live on Facebook
Prayer Meeting on Zoom

19:30
Saturday 10:30

Coffee Morning on Zoom
– a chance to catch up and have a chat

Details of any other services/activities that we hold will be
posted:


outside the church/on the doors



on our Facebook page



and on our website

Minister:



Day off:

Rev Brian Harley
10 Dracaena Gardens, Shanklin PO37 7JQ
01983 862485
brianharley58@gmail.com
Monday

Secretary: Robin Wightman
 robinwightman@aol.com

Shanklin URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance
www.shanklinurc.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1130459
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