His Birth Gives Us

The Link - December 2021/January 2022

Jesus at the centre of it all
These words are from a lovely worship song by Israel Houghton
which is quoted more fully at the end of this piece – it is not about
Christmas but seems a good catch phrase for us all to adopt this
Advent season.
Most of what people associate with Christmas has little to do with the
Christ child who should
be at the heart of it all.
Yes, 25th December is
not his actual birthday
but a date the church
found to mark it in
place of other pagan
activities, but it soon
became
a
well
established date in
western
calendars,
focussing
on
that
awesome moment in
history
when
God
came among us in the
person of his Son.
Sadly, our sovereign
Lord hardly gets a look
in amidst most people’s
festivities. They may
give a nod toward the reason for the season and perhaps raise a
glass or two, but the significance and transforming power of that
great moment in history passes them by. How sad that such Good
News of great joy gets drowned out by more repeats of Slade and
the much-anticipated soap Christmas specials!
Last year most of the usual celebrations were not possible and
indeed we were locked down again straight after the key days. The
stripped down festival was a relief to many of us really, though lots of
us did miss meeting up with family members, which was a big
shame. But we were perhaps more able to focus on Jesus and make
him the centre of it all.
Even though the threat of the Covid virus is still very real, it seems
that much more will be allowed this year and I hear that many
Christmas parties and “works dos” are planned. With news of
mainland Europe’s current problems, I sense that we must all still
tread very carefully in social situations. Let’s pray that people keep
safe and that things don’t escalate once more as we move into the
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New Year.
As followers of Jesus, we should not be those who are fearful or
panicking about such things; nor should we be stressed out by all
the stuff we feel we have to do to prepare. If that’s the case then we
need to do a reset and get ourselves properly centred (watch my
message from 21st November).
Centring is a really valuable and important aspect of prayer - taking
time to strip away all the distractions and then focus in on the things
of God. Remembering Jesus’ birth should be a wonderful time that
is filled with joy and peace. Let’s place him at the heart of all we do
over the coming month and not let the rampant commercialism of so
much that is around us lead us into any forms of idolatry.
May you know the light of his glorious presence with you
over these weeks and may our lives shine with qualities
and goodness that will make the extravagant illuminated
decorations all around us pale into insignificance. When
he is at the centre of our lives then we are truly blessed
and can be a blessing to others.
Janet joins me in wishing you God’s joy and peace this
Christ-mas.
Jesus at the centre of it all
Jesus at the centre of it all
From beginning to the end
It will always be, it's always been You
Jesus, Jesus
Nothing else matters
Nothing in this world will do
'Cause Jesus You're the centre
Everything revolves around You
Jesus You...
Adam Ranney/Israel Houghton/Micah Massey
© 2011 Integrity Worship Music
(Admin. by Integrity Music Ltd)
CCLI Licence No. 40715
3

The Link - December 2021/January 2022

Tuesday Prayer at 19:30
This is still being held via Zoom using the same
account as for other activities and groups :
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3242665584?
pwd=ZTlXZzBLWnkrWTNBY2JBK1o0K2ZXdz09
Meeting ID:
Password:

324 266 5584
936536.

These have been really encouraging and powerful times.
Do please join us if you are able – you can even ring in from an
ordinary phone, which is a normal landline charge, please dial:
02034 815240. Details are also in the weekly LifeLine sheet
***
Do continue to use our Prayer
important issues that need prayer.

Chain

if there are urgent and

Phone Hazel on 865181 or Jean on 863850 - and do please
consider joining if you are mostly around at home. It is very
important to be able to mobilise an army of prayer warriors at short
notice.
***

Prayer for Israel
Is held each Monday from 10:00 - 11:00
on the church Zoom.
Please contact Roy & Melodie if you
would be interested in joining:
 866912 or
email melodieroywilson@gmail.com
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Live Streaming of Services
If you are unable to get along to services, we are
continuing to live stream services which are via
Facebook Live – details are in the weekly Life Line sheet
and emails.

Sundays at 10:30 – Morning Worship
- with Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the month. Do
have some bread & wine or juice ready if you want to join in.

Also, Tuesday Bible Bite - weekly service at 14:00...

The Advent season sees Brian explore a few well known Biblical
prophecies. Note - there is no meeting on 21st and 28th December

But - change is in the air…
As we moved to streaming live from church we extended our
copyright license to allow us to use professional recordings in
services when we don’t have sufficient resources to lead songs live.
However, Facebook often mutes those parts of the videos because
of concerns about breach of copyright.
We are therefore going to switch the
live stream to YouTube during this
month. This should be just as easy for
anyone to access and watch live or a
later time.
We will clearly publicise the new links – and, in any event, it will still
be possible to find the video through a link on the Facebook page or
website.
Please continue to pray for the Tech Team as they serve us so
faithfully and please let Malc Stevens or Pete Dawson know if you’d
be interested in helping out as we move into the next season. We do
need a few more people trained up and ready to serve so as to
spread the load.
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Shanklin URC

Safeguarding Training

on Saturday 26th March 2022
Dave White & Robin Wightman would like to remind you of an
important training day coming up next Spring. All in the fellowship
are invited to a training day taking place at Shanklin URC on
Saturday 26th March 2022.
Ruth White, our Synod Children's & Youth Development Officer, will
be coming to Shanklin to speak with us about the latest aspects of
Safeguarding (based on URC guidelines, ‘Good Practice 5’).
We last held a training session in February 2016 which many of you
attended. We all need to stay up to date on this important topic
which impinges on many of our ministries.
Whether you lead, take part in, occasionally help out with or are
thinking of joining any aspect of church life which might involve
coming into contact with children, young people or adults at risk,
please do come along.
We must try to ensure the safety of those we meet, particular those
who are young or at risk, both within our church building and more
widely as we look to take the Gospel into our local community.
We would personally recommend attendance to all folk within the
fellowship as this issue is at the forefront of society today. And, of
course, It will be a great day of learning and fellowship!
Please do let Robin or Dave know if you would like to come
Thanks
Robin & Dave
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Christians Working Together in Shanklin
There was a well attended and encouraging meeting at the
beginning of November as Christians from across The Bay met
to worship and seek God’s guidance over future cooperation.
There was a clear feeling that more prayer was needed before
any further steps are taken and we agreed to hold weekly
afternoon services allowing time for listening to God. These
continue as follows:
28 November – St Blasius Church
5 December – St Paul’s Church
12 December – Lighthouse Church, Fort Street, Sandown
Do come along and share in these if you can. These may
continue in January and there may be a separate meeting in
the New Year to explore the next steps together.

Connection Quiz
1. Where is the New Covent Garden Market in London?
2. Which is the second oldest football club in London to play at a
professional level?
3. Where do Surrey Cricket Club play their home
games?
4. What was the name of the BBC children's
television drama series, that portrayed life in
a comprehensive secondary school?
5. And so, what is the connection between the
answers to questions 1 - 4?
Answers are on page 48
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Shanklin United Reformed Church
Our next church meeting will be held on
Thursday 2nd December 2021
The meeting will be in the church building from 19:30 and
is open to all members and those who regularly worship
with us.
Please do make a note in your diary and come along as we
seek together God’s will for us over the coming months.
You will be able to join us via a Zoom connection, please let
Robin know if you would like to and, nearer the time, he
will let you have details of the link to follow.
nd

That’s Thursday 2 December
@ 19:30!
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Request for Knitters
Are you an accomplished knitter in search of interesting patterns
and wanting to provide help for God's work?
‘Open the Book’ depends on large props (visible from the back of
the school hall) and animal hats which children cannot easily
destroy - knitted items are ideal.
Please contact Julie if you would be willing to help in this way, or
make a donation towards the cost of wool and stuffing. 405067,
 julie.croydon@icloud.com

Christian Institute
- ‘Standing for Christian Truth’
We have got copies of the Autumn 2021 Newsletter - at the back
of the church.
Again, much to pray about and to be informed of what is happening
with regard to Christian concerns in our nation.
Do take a copy
www.christian.org.uk/
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Stepwise is
Making a
Difference!
What is Stepwise?
Stepwise is an integral part of Walking the Way – living the life of
Jesus today, the United Reformed Church’s focus on whole-life
discipleship and mission.
Wessex Synod is delighted that Stepwise is now part of the life of
the Synod with people having completed the first stream, while
others are just about to start. A Synod Stepwise Advocacy Group
has been formed and they have been working hard to make sure
that all the procedures are put in place to ensure that Stepwise has
been able to happen through the last 18 months.
Stepwise is a programme of learning and discipleship development
for everyone – including you! – whether you are exploring and
enriching your personal faith life, discerning where God’s call on
your life may be leading, preparing for a new direction, or developing
a specific role within your community or church.
One key aspect is that, as a Stepwise participant, your group will
have a facilitator and you will also have a mentor who will be with
you throughout your Stepwise stream. The Synod Advocacy Group
is ensuring safe recruitment and orientation of voluntary facilitators
and mentors.
What is a Stepwise Stream? Stepwise has five streams:
 Faith Filled Life,
 Faith Filled Worship,
 Faith Fuelled Leadership,
 Faith Filled Confidence and
 Faith Filled Community.
Everyone starts with Faith Filled Life, and then after that depends on
you! You don’t have to follow any set path through it.
Stepwise is open to anyone who is keen to reflect on and develop
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their Christian faith. If you’re ready to be stimulated and challenged –
and want to make a difference in your own life and the lives of others
– then Stepwise could be just what you’re looking for.
Stepwise is learner orientated and designed to draw on the strengths
and to address the needs of individual learners, in the context of
their communities and churches. The programme emphasises the
vital importance of people learning from their daily lives, wherever
and whoever God calls them to be.
There are different start times, so there should be a group that is
convenient for you – either online or in person.
This is what you need to know


All participants wanting to engage in the Stepwise programme will
have to begin with completing Faith Filled Life



If you want to participate in Faith Filled Life, go to our Synod
website and fill in an application form, and send this to Ruth
Heine, development@urcwessex.org.uk



You will then be contacted by a member of the Synod Advocacy
Group.



Synod will identify where the learning Hubs will be located within
the Synod, and what online offering there may be.



Groups will be formed logically for participants and will be
registered with Synod. This will connect you for your login for your
online learning.



You will have a mentor throughout Stepwise, and if you are
unable to identify one from your church, you will be given help to
find one.

Sheilagh C spoke about her experience on the course, in the Link in
March this year (from page 23 ~ the article is still available on our
website www.shanklinurc.co.uk/The_Link.htm). If you are interested
it might be good to read it again and speak to her in the first
instance.
There is more information about Stepwise on the Synod website at:
https://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/stepwise/
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Towards Thy Kingdom Come …
Continuing the series of daily
devotions used during the global
prayer initiative “Thy Kingdom
Come”…
We have 2 devotionals this time,
Pray For (December) and Help
(January).
These were delivered through a voice recording, try to imagine as
you read them that you are listening and responding... the overall
purpose is to ask God to empower us to become effective witnesses
for Jesus each day.

6. Pray For (Carla Harding)
P, pausing to be still…
R, rejoicing with a Psalm and reflecting on the early church…
A, asking God to help us and others…
Y, yielding to His will in our lives, come what may…
As I enter prayer now, I pause to be still… to breath slowly… to
recentre my scattered senses upon the presence of God …
Creator God, who formed humanity from dust, breath in me
again, revive me & sanctify me by the power of Your Spirit.
Set my heart on fire with the Good News of Your Gospel
I choose to rejoice in God’s loving attention today, joining with the
ancient praise of all God’s people in the words of the 33 rd Psalm:
From heaven the LORD looks down and sees all mankind;
from his dwelling-place he watches all who live on earth
He who forms the hearts of all, who considers everything they do.
(Psalm 33: 13-15 (NIVUK))
Exploring the after-effects of the miraculous healing at the gate
called Beautiful (from last time) and Peter’s subsequent preaching to
an astonished crowd we see the chief Priests imprisoning Peter and
John and commanding them not to speak or teach in the name of
Jesus.
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On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and
reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them.
When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to
God. ‘Sovereign Lord,’ they said, ‘you made the heavens and the
earth and the sea, and everything in them. You spoke by the Holy
Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David:
“Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?
The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together
against the Lord and against his anointed one. “
Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak
your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and
perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant
Jesus. (Acts 4: 23-26 & 29-30 (NIVUK))
I imagine myself standing among the believers, listening to Peter
and John share their story… How do I feel?… Am I amazed at God’s
power?… Or am I frightened by the opposition of powerful people?
As I take it all in, a prayer begins to rise within our group, a prayer of
faith that takes my eyes off of the threat we face and fixes them
firmly onto the Sovereign Lord who made the heavens and the earth
and the sea and everything in them…
Am I intimidated by the criticism and opposition from others when I
talk about Jesus or do the greatest challenges to sharing my faith
come from within? Do I struggle with embarrassment, not wanting to
seem weird or make things uncomfortable?
God, search my heart and show me what’s stopping me from
speaking about Jesus.
Is there someone I want to share my faith in Jesus with but, for some
reason, I’ve been holding back? I pray for them now …
God, give me an opportunity to talk about Jesus with them
this week
As I return to the passage, I imagine myself again as one of the
believers hearing Peter and John’s report and joining in with the
prayer of those present …
13
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On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and
reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them.
When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to
God. ‘Sovereign Lord,’ they said, ‘you made the heavens and the
earth and the sea, and everything in them. You spoke by the Holy
Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David:
“Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?
The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together
against the Lord and against his anointed one. “
Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak
your word with great boldness. Stretch out your hand to heal and
perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant
Jesus. (Acts 4: 23-26 & 29-30 (NIVUK))
If I were with Peter and John, facing opposition from the Chief
Priests and Elders, I would probably be praying “God save us” or
“God stop them”. These believers don’t ask God to change their
circumstances, instead, they ask God to empower them, in the midst
of challenge, to speak about Jesus without fear!
Their request is immediately answered after they prayed; for the
second time in the book of Acts, the place where they were meeting
was shaken and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke
the Word of God boldly.
God, I confess that I sometimes hold back from sharing
Jesus with others. I’m sorry and I make the prayer of those
early believers my own, enable me to speak Your word with
great boldness, stretch out Your hand to heal and perform
signs and wonders through the name of your Holy servant
Jesus.
And now, as I prepare to take this time of prayer into the coming
day, the Lord who loves me says in Luke:
“Blessed are you when people hate you, when they exclude you and
insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man.”
(Luke 6:22 (NIVUK))
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Father, help me to live this day to the full, being true to
You in every way. Jesus, help me to give myself away to
others, being kind to everyone I meet. Spirit, help me to
love the lost, proclaiming Christ in all I do and say. Amen.

7. Help (Phil Togwell)
As I enter prayer now, I pause to be still … to breath slowly …to
recentre my scattered senses upon the presence of God…
Creator God, who formed humanity from dust, breath in me
again, revive me and sanctify me by the power of Your
Spirit. Set my heart on fire with the Good News of Your
Gospel
I choose to rejoice in the many ways that God helps today, joining
with the ancient praise of all God’s people in the words of the 34 th
Psalm:
I sought the LORD, and he answered me; he delivered me from all
my fears. Those who look to him are radiant; their faces are never
covered with shame. This poor man called, and the LORD heard him;
he saved him out of all his troubles. The angel of the LORD encamps
around those who fear him, and he delivers them. (Psalm 34: 4-7
(NIVUK))
Today I am reflecting on how Luke describes the early days of the
new-born church, immediately after the Day of Pentecost:

The fellowship of the believers
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe
at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the
believers were together and had everything in common. They sold
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And
the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
(Acts 2:42-47 (NIVUK))
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There’s lots in these verses that I find both inspiring and challenging.
They raise lots of questions, like:
What did it look like for the believes to have everything in common?
Did no one have anything of their own?
Who decided what should be sold?
What strikes me today though is that the fellowship of those early
believers were Together Enough to know one another’s needs and
to be sacrificial in the way that they helped. I realise that I don’t know
a lot about the fellowship of believers I’m part of and I don’t know a
lot about those who live in my street either. I don’t know much about
what they need, nor what I can do to help.
As I think about friends and neighbours that I do know, are any of
them in particular need today? Who is isolated or lonely? Who is in
financial need? Who feels overwhelmed right now?
Heavenly Father, show me what I can do to help, even if it
means some personal sacrifice.
I think about those who have been helping others during the
Pandemic ~ especially young carers, health visitors and other
medical staff, mental health teams, youth workers and so many
more…
Holy Spirit, Divine Helper, I ask You to help those who have
been helping others, to meet their needs and to give them
special rest.
As I return to the passage, I open my ears to hear God’s Word and
my heart to yield to his will once again:
The fellowship of the believers
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe
at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the
believers were together and had everything in common. They sold
property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
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hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And
the Lord added to their number daily those who were being save.
(Acts 2:42-47 (NIVUK))
In this action-packed passage, Luke lists what it looks like when
God’s Kingdom comes. Believers love one another, they learn
together, pray together and share the Lord’s supper, praising God
with grateful hearts. Miracles take place, people are helped and their
needs are met. The fellowship of believers grows as new people
encounter the risen Jesus.
Lord Jesus, as I imagine the daily life of the fellowship of
early believers, I pray Let Your Kingdom Come in my
community too. I yield myself to you once again, help me to
seek first your Kingdom and to play my part.
And now, as I prepare to take this time of prayer into the coming
day, the Lord who loves me says in John gospel that He will ask the
Father to send me the Holy Spirit who will help me and always be
with me.
Father, help me to live this day to the full, being true to
You in every way. Jesus, help me to give myself away to
others, being kind to everyone I meet. Spirit, help me to
love the lost, proclaiming Christ in all I do and say. Amen.
-----ooo----These devotionals are an excellent way to begin to enter God’s
presence and to prepare yourself for the day ahead ~ why not use
them during your quiet time each day?
They were included in a much wider prayer initiative ~ 24/7 Prayer
(Peter Grieg) ~ which provides Bible reflection twice daily (morning
and evening). You can access these through an app, Lectio 365 ~
for more details go to: https://www.24-7prayer.com/dailydevotional
Next time we will focus on Adore.
Robin
Used by permission of Thy Kingdom Come
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Good News for All!
At this time of year when we
remember the coming of our Lord
Jesus as a babe into this world
and as believers, we also look to
His coming again in glory, what
better time to give ‘good news of
great joy’ to family, friends and
neighbours!
This month’s edition of the
excellent monthly paper ‘Good
News’ (available to read online at
www.goodnews-paper.org.uk/
viewlatesteditionspage.htm) has
several great articles relating to
Christmas, including the headline
article
‘Making
Christmas
Dreams Come True’ about the
Shoebox Appeal - ‘Operation Christmas Child’ (see news of our
response on page 29).
Other contributions include:


Bear Grylls - ‘What’s Christmas All About’



‘My Christmas’ by TV newsreader, Julie Etchingham



News of a Christmas musical - ‘Artaban - the Fourth Wise
Man’ based on the classical book ‘The Other Wise Man’ by
American hymn writer, Henry van Dyke.



The Bishop of Lancaster on 'The Chaos of Christmas’

Do take a copy to pop in with your Christmas greetings! News of the
Greatest Gift Ever!
God’s blessings to you for Christmas and the New Year.
With love in our dear Saviour,
Jane & Mike xxx
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Hannah Dunnett Pictures
Some of you may have seen, or indeed have, the lovely pictures by
Hannah Dunnett. They are based around verses or passages of
scripture and are very inspirational.
For the last couple of years Rob has brought me their calendar for
Christmas containing 12 of Hannah’s works of art. At the end of the
year, I have been reluctant to throw them away as the pictures are
so beautiful. I thought about framing them and giving them as gifts,
then thinking of Christmas approaching and the fact that we always
have a Christmas charity at church I wondered if I could frame them
and ask our lovely church family to consider buying them and
donating the money to that charity.
So, in early December, I will put them on the kitchen counter at
Church with a jar for donations a suggested amount is £3 each, but
give an amount that you feel comfortable with and bless both the
charity and someone with a lovely gift.
Sue Wightman
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Brian recently completed a series of Bible studies on the
book of 2 Peter during Bible Bites on Tuesday afternoons.
These were inspirational talks as we looked at Peter’s
attempts to encourage the early church.
There was one phrase that struck me in particular and
seems to be a good summary title for the letter:

Make Every Effort
This phrase appears nine times in the New Testament, and four of
these are in the short book of 2 Peter!
A few of the words that Brian used during his talks stood out. We are
to make every effort …
To Be At Peace (Shalom)
To Not Be Distracted (Fixing our eyes on Jesus)
To Stand Firm But Not To Stand Still (Perseverance)
To Keep Growing (Throughout our walk with Christ)
Peter opens his letter by explaining why it is essential for followers of
Christ to make every effort and then confirms his love for, and
commitment to, the people of God, by promising to do so himself.
“His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life
through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and
goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and
precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by
evil desires.
For this very reason, Make Every Effort to add to your faith
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, selfcontrol; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance,
godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual
affection, love. For if you possess these qualities in increasing
measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive
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in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
But whoever does not have them is near sighted and blind, forgetting
that they have been cleansed from their past sins. Therefore, my
brothers and sisters, Make Every Effort to confirm your calling and
election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble, and you
will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.
So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know
them and are firmly established in the truth you now have. I think it is
right to refresh your memory as long as I live in the tent of this body,
because I know that I will soon put it aside, as our Lord Jesus Christ
has made clear to me. And I will Make Every Effort to see that after
my departure you will always be able to remember these things.”
(2 Peter 1: 3-15 (NIVUK))
Having set down his thoughts in the next 2 chapters, Peter ends by
reminding us:
“So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, Make
Every Effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with
him.”
(2 Peter 3:14 (NIVUK))
If you haven’t watched the talks, you can do so on our Facebook
page in the video section ~ do listen in, you won’t regret it!
Here are the other 5 times the phrase is used in the New Testament:
Luke 13:23-25 (NIVUK)
“Someone asked him, ‘Lord, are only a few people going to be
saved?’
He said to them, ‘Make Every Effort to enter through the narrow
door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able
to. Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you
will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’
“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’”
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Romans 14:17-19 (NIVUK)
“For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, because anyone
who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and receives human
approval. Let us therefore Make Every Effort to do what leads to
peace and to mutual edification.”
Ephesians 4:2-6 (NIVUK)
“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one
another in love. Make Every Effort to keep the unity of the Spirit
through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as
you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all.”
Hebrews 4:10-12 (NIVUK)
“For anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from their works, just
as God did from his. Let us, therefore, Make Every Effort to enter
that rest, so that no one will perish by following their example of
disobedience. For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than
any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and
spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the
heart.
Hebrews 12:14 (NIVUK)
“MAKE EVERY EFFORT to live in peace with everyone and to be
holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.”

Robin
All Bible verses quoted are from the NIVUK (UK): Holy Bible, New
International Version® Anglicized, NIVUK®
Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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Dear friends,
We would like to share details of this year's Dunamis Fellowship in
Britain & Ireland (DFB&I) online Christmas Event

'In His Sight'
You can find details below and more information at
www.dunamis.org.uk/.

Thursday 16th December
19:00 - 20:30 (+30 minutes afterwards for fellowship) on Zoom
There will be worship, prayer, readings, and time to reflect and
prepare for Christmas. We will make space to hear from God and
respond to His invitation to be still at this time. Let’s pause to hear
what God sees through creation, the Christmas story, and our
commission.
This event is an open invitation to all, so why not invite a friend - you
could join from the same home and enjoy some mince pies together
too!
This will be a great opportunity to have koinonia (albeit online), and
after the event we will keep the call open for another 30 minutes so
people can personally connect. It will be wonderful to be able to wish
each other a peaceful and merry Christmas.
So why not pop to the website using the link below, and save
yourself (and a friend) a fireside seat!
Please Note: registration is required for this event as spaces are
limited www.dunamis.org.uk/in-his-sight/
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Thank You
On behalf of Brian and the Elders, I would like to thank each of you
for your support for the church during this very difficult 20 months.
In particular, in a time when many churches are struggling
financially, our finances have remained strong due to the generosity
of all our members and adherents ~ Thank you all very much and
thank the Lord for His provision to us all.
If you are new to the congregation and would like to support our
ministry, please do consider making a regular gift by Standing Order
as this makes less work for the treasurer. If you are a tax payer, do
please consider using Gift Aid as this increases the value of your
gifts by 25% - speak to me and I will put you in contact with our
treasurer Colin Tamcken.
Whilst on this theme, we have received thanks from both of the
organisations we supported during the recent Harvest Appeal and I
have copied these below,

Robin
***
Dear Brian,
Sincerely it is an incomparable great privilege, especially for
this opportune time God has given me to greet you on behalf
of Kalasa Junior School staff and management. We seem to
be so far from you but, the love of God makes us feel we are
one in the family.
I
extend
to
you
my
indebtedness and thanks for
your love and positive attitude
towards Kalasa Junior School
Ministry over the years, injecting
funds and wanting to see it
developing…
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Our Government is soon sending out Inspectors to find out who
have or have not complied with their directives. At Kalasa, we
have put almost everything in place with the exception of
fencing. Thanks so much for the £725 for Kalasa Junior School
which will allow us to embark on the final task of fencing the
school premises…
May our Lord Jesus Christ keep and abundantly bless you.
Martin
***
Dear Shanklin United Reformed Church,
We would like to thank you for your
kind and generous donation of
151.15kgs of food items that we
received from your Harvest Offering.
This will go towards the work we do
with families and individuals in need throughout the Isle of
Wight.
The Isle of Wight Foodbank has fed 5,136 people in the last
financial year. This can feel like a seemingly hopeless situation
and the Foodbank can never be the whole answer but, with your
support, you have brought hope to those in crisis. The food bank
relies on the support of people across the Isle of Wight and
further afield, especially as we have noted there is a greater
level of need to families and individuals.
Your compassionate contribution helps us to continue helping
serve those who are in hunger poverty. Thank you again for all
your support.

Hannah
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Shanklin Town Brass Band

Christmas Concert
A mixture of Christmas & non-festive melodies

Saturday 11th December
19:30
Shanklin United Reformed Church
Free entry, with retiring collection
There will be no interval or refreshments
Covid Precautions
Sanitise your hands on entry
Leave one seat between you & other households
Keep a distance of one metre when greeting one another
Please wear a face covering, unless medically exempt

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
www.shanklintownbrassband.org.uk
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Christmas Services at Shanklin URC
Friday 3rd

19:00 Light Up a Life

Saturday 11th 19:30 Brass Band Concert
Saturday 18th 15:30 Messy Christmas
Sunday 19th

10:30 Carol Service for all ages

Christmas Eve 23:00 Carols on the Steps
23:30 Christmas Communion
Christmas Day 10:30 Christmas Day Service
Boxing Day

10.30 Sunday Worship

Saturday 18th December
15:30
Free fun for all the family
- no unaccompanied children please
Come along and explore the story of Christmas through a Messy
Church experience at Shanklin URC. This is a fun way of learning for
all ages - in a hands-on way.
There will be several craft activities followed by a
short celebration with songs, prayers and the
chance to join in telling the Nativity story - and
some delicious snacks.
Book now with Janet Harley

 862485
email: janetharley62@gmail.com
It is all free!
27

The Link - December 2021/January 2022

God’s Christmas Presence
‘Don’t be afraid for I am with you’
Isaiah 41:10
The November/December copy of the
Open Doors magazine features the
situation of persecuted children and
how they find hope at Christmas.
To quote from the editorial of Henrietta
Blyth, the CEO, Open Doors UK & I,
after speaking of her hope to see
family members after last year’s time
apart and how for our persecuted
family it will be so different, she says:
“For others, of course, it will sadly be a
time for remembering those they’ve
lost – the empty chair at the Christmas
table. That’s how Christmas has
always been for Rafif in Iraq and Sele in Nigeria, and countless other
young Christians around the world. Their fathers were both killed
because of their Christian faith, and both children are experiencing
the long-term effects of persecution – read their story on p6.
But, praise God, we know that He has not abandoned them. I love
that glorious truth in Isaiah 41:10 – “Don’t be afraid, for I am with
you.” It’s the loving, steadfast presence of our ‘Emmanuel’ that
encourages and strengthens Rafif, Sele and, indeed, all of us. And
we can help ensure that persecuted children know they are not alone
this Christmas, or ever. Your prayers and gifts are sustaining children
like Rafif and Sele – and therefore the future of the church. It’s a vital
investment in the next generation of courageous believers.
Thank you so much for all you’re doing to strengthen your persecuted
church family. On p12, you can see some of the impact that your
prayerful support has had this year. One way to continue this support
is by inviting your MP to the parliamentary launch of the Open Doors
World Watch List 2022 in January. It’s a wonderful opportunity to
share the voices of the persecuted church with those in power (see
page 19)”
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Christmas & New Year and Easter can be even more dangerous
times for our brothers and sisters - do uphold them in your prayers that those who are gathering will be kept safe. Below are some prayers
from the Open Doors Prayer Diary to use over the Christmas period do help yourselves to this excellent prayer resource at the back of
Church (read online at www.opendoorsuk.org/resources/prayer/) and
how despite persecution children are determined to celebrate
Christmas.
Friday 24 December – Christmas Eve Sadly,
the Christmas season often sees an increase
in attacks on churches and Christians. Pray for
churches celebrating Christmas openly - for
vigilance and that the Lord will be a shield
around them.
Saturday 25 December – Christmas Day “Do
not be afraid. I bring you good news that will
cause great joy for all the people” (Luke 2:10).
Remember secret believers who can’t meet
openly to celebrate Jesus’ birth for fear of
persecution. Pray that they will know Immanuel
is with them today, and that His perfect love will
drive out fear and bring joy.
Sunday 26 December – Boxing Day Pray for
Open Doors partners in Central Asia
distributing Christmas gifts and food parcels to
children during Christmas events. This is a
wonderful opportunity to visit families who’ve stopped going to church
or don’t yet know Jesus. Pray that these visits will bring hope to many.
Monday 27 December – China Since 2018, Chinese authorities have
restricted Christmas celebrations in favour of promoting traditional
Chinese culture. Many schools have been told only to teach Chinese
history and culture, and most shopping centres don’t dare display
Christmas trees or advertise Christmas presents. Pray that Christians
will find alternative ways to celebrate Christmas and share its powerful
message with friends and neighbours.
Tuesday 28 December – China Keep praying for imprisoned Uyghur
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pastor Alimjan Yimit, his wife Gulnur and their two sons, as they
spend a 13th Christmas apart. Alimjan’s 15- year sentence is due to
come to an end in 2023. Pray for an early release.
Wednesday 29 December – Iran Pray for families who are separated
this Christmas because one or both parents are in prison for their
faith. Pray especially for the children of these believers, that God will
comfort them and restore their parents to them.
Thursday 30 December – Nigeria According to the Open Doors
World Watch List, over 3,500 Christians were killed for their faith in
Nigeria in 2020. Pray for God’s comfort and healing for families for
whom Christmas brings painful memories of loved ones they have
lost.
Friday 31 December – UK&I Praise God for the courageous witness
of our persecuted family who have held fast to Christ this year
through pandemic and persecution. Pray that, as Open Doors
continues to connect the church in the UK and Ireland to their
persecuted family, more people will be inspired to follow the example
of our brothers and sisters, and stand with them to defy persecution
and share Jesus no matter the cost.
In the New Year we will have available the Jan/Feb edition of the
Open Doors Magazine and Prayer Diary and Release
International’s ‘Voice’ magazine for Jan/Feb. Do take these
inspiring resources and be encouraged and touched by them. Do ask
if you’d like to know any more about supporting these wonderful
ministries or how to write to our MP. May we Spark Hope for these,
our persecuted family this Christmas and beyond…
As mentioned before, their most earnest request is that we pray for
them - in the words of secret believers in Afghanistan under threat
from the Taliban:
“If you love us, please pray for us.”
See page 5 of the Open Doors Nov/Dec magazine.
Thank you so much - may God bless you in your caring.
Jane H on behalf of the Prayer Group for the Persecuted.
Source: Open Doors
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A Huge Thank You!
Sandra (Snell) has been able to assemble
90+ shoeboxes with support from 3 churches
for the Shoebox Appeal and these will soon
be on their way to bless dear children in
many parts of the world.
Thank you to all who gave items for the
boxes or completed ones and the very
generous gifts of money, including £260.60
from our church! Amazing! In total Sandra has been given over
£650, some of which was used to assemble more boxes, some for
transportation and also for the wonderful little booklets that are
enclosed if appropriate in the shoeboxes - ‘The Greatest Journey’
Bible discovery programme.
Dr Franklin Graham (president of Samaritan's Purse), expresses
thanks to all who have taken part in this amazing ministry and we
also share about a dear girl - called Queen! - who was so thrilled
with her shoebox - and especially to have a toothbrush - how
humbling it is to read what pleasure something like this can give,
when we think nothing of going to the shops to get one whenever we
need a replacement:
“We’re taking the Good News to the ends of the earth and doing
it through a shoebox. I am thankful for each one you prayerfully fill
with toys and other items. Be sure to make your box unique and
include a letter to give the child a glimpse of how much God loves
them.” Franklin Graham
Queen’s Shoebox
In Molepolole, a town in Botswana
that faces poverty, children rarely
receive presents, not even on their
birthdays or at Christmas. So, Queen
was thrilled when she opened her
Operation Christmas Child shoebox
and saw all the wonderful things
inside. Among the gifts were school
31

The Link - December 2021/January 2022
supplies, a beautiful toy pony and
her favourite item; a toothbrush something she had never owned
before.
“I was so happy,” Queen said, “I
didn’t have a toothbrush and now I
have one.”
Queen was delighted to be invited
back by her local church to take part
in The Greatest Journey Bible
discovery programme and to learn
that God loves her and created her.
She decided to put her faith in Jesus The Greatest Journey helped
and now hopes to become a Queen understand more about
Sunday School teacher one day to God, and as she did, she decided
help others learn about Him. After to place her faith in Jesus Christ.
seeing the transformation in her life,
Queen’s mother, grandmother and
siblings have also started attending church and the family are
enjoying reading the Bible and praying together.
We understand too that our brothers and sisters at Ryde URC have
also sent a gift to Samaritan’s Purse, so that is great!
You can read more inspiring shoebox stories at www.samaritanspurse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/2020-shoeboxdestinations/
If you missed out, there is still an opportunity through the
Samaritan’s Purse Alternative Gift Catalogue (at the back of
Church) to support this wonderful venture.
I’m so thrilled at the fantastic response from you, our dear Church
family.
May God bless you richly in your generosity.
Much love in Him
Jane H
Source: Samaritan’s Purse
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URC Daily Devotions
On every day of the year, a reading,
reflection and prayer is sent out. A team of
volunteers records the Devotions as
podcasts.
The Devotions and Services are written and led by over 100 URC
people from different places and perspectives. The Devotions are
then available by email, URC social media and the website https://
devotions.urc.org.uk/.
The Devotions usually follow a book in the Bible or a particular
theme: these are compiled into booklets which are available to
download from the website above.
Booklets Available (for Autumn 2021)


Transcending Mission (Part 1) [12-25 September 2021]



Transcending Mission (Part 2) [26 September - 10 October
2021]



Proverbs [11-31 October 2021]



The 12 Days of CoPmas [1-12 November 2021]



James (Part 1) [13 November 2021]



Witnessing to God’s love [5 December – 17 December 2021]

Most Recent Devotions


URC Daily Devotion 24th November 2021



URC Daily Devotion 23rd November 2021



URC Daily Devotion November 2021



URC Daily Devotion 22nd 21st November 2021



URC Daily Devotion 20th November 2021



URC Daily Devotion 19th November 2021

You can subscribe to the Daily Devotions by going to the website
https://devotions.urc.org.uk/ and clicking on the link at the top of the
page.
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Who I Am in Christ
We have recently been looking at
the way in which Satan seeks to
deflect us from our daily walk
with Christ and the protection
that God offers us in this battle.
We have no more valuable
weapon than the Word of God.
Here are some of the truths which Neil and the team brought to us
during the early stages of the Freedom in Christ course.
The course showed us that, as God’s children, we are called to be
saints. Perhaps we do not always feel and act like that, but it is
important to acknowledge what God has done for us; to take hold of
the freedom He gives us and therefore to see who we really are in
Christ. To achieve freedom, we have only to accept that which we
know is already true ~ God’s Word!
We sometimes do not fully appreciate who we are as co-heirs with
Christ and the power that this brings. In Christ we are Secure,
Accepted and Significant and these biblical truths confirm this.
Perhaps choose two or three from each section which particularly
speak to you and study the passages around them in more depth?

Robin

Who I Am in Christ
Loving heavenly Father, thank You for sending Jesus to die for my
sin so I may have eternal life. And thank You that in Christ my need
for identity, significance, security and a sense of belonging is met.

I am Secure because…
I am free from condemnation
“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who
gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death” (Romans
8:1&2 (NIVUK))
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I am assured that all things work together for good
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who
love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Romans
8:28 (NIVUK))
I am free from any condemning charges against me
“What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for
us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son, but
gave him up for us all – how will he not also, along with him,
graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against
those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is
the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died – more than
that, who was raised to life – is at the right hand of God and is also
interceding for us” (Romans 8:31-34 (NIVUK))
I cannot be separated from the love of God
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?
As it is written:
‘For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as
sheep to be slaughtered.’
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him
who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:35-39 (NIVUK))
I have been established, anointed and sealed by God
“Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He
anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our
hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come” (2 Corinthians
1:21&22 (NIVUK))
I am hidden with Christ in God
“For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When
Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in
glory” Colossians 3:3&4 (NIVUK))
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I am confident that the good work God has begun in me will be
perfected
“being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians
1:6 (NIVUK))
I am a citizen of heaven
“But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Saviour
from there, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Philippians 3:20 (NIVUK))
I have not been given a spirit of fear, but of power, love and a
self-control
“For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us
power, love and self-discipline” (Timothy 1:7 (NIVUK))
I can find grace and mercy to help in time of need
“Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that
we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of
need” (Hebrews 4:16 (NIVUK))
I am born of God and the evil one cannot touch me
“We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the One
who was born of God keeps them safe, and the evil one cannot
harm them” (1 John 5:18 (NIVUK))

I am Significant because…
I am the salt of the earth and the light of the world
“‘You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how
can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except
to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. You are the light of the
world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden’” (Matthew 5:13&14
(NIVUK))
I am a branch of the true vine, Jesus, a channel of His life
“‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener’ … ‘I am the vine;
you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing’” (John 15:1&5
(NIVUK))
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I have been chosen and appointed by god to bear fruit
“

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that
you might go and bear fruit – fruit that will last – and so that
whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you” (John 15:16
(NIVUK))
I am a personal, Spirit-empowered witness of Christ
“’But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’” (Acts 1:8 (NIVUK)
I am a temple of God
“Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that
God’s Spirit lives among you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16 (NIVUK))
I am a minister of reconciliation for God
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: the old
has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to
himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting
people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the
message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors,
as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you
on Christ’s behalf: be reconciled to God. God made him who had no
sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:17-21 (NIVUK))
I am a fellow worker with God
“As God’s fellow workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in
vain.” (2 Corinthians 6:1 (NIVUK))
I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realms
“And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:6 (NIVUK))
I am God’s workmanship, created for good works
“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10
(NIVUK))
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I may approach God with freedom and confidence
“In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom
and confidence” (Ephesians 3:12 (NIVUK))
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me!
“I can do all this through him who gives me strength” (Philippians
4:13 (NIVUK))

I am Accepted because…
I am God’s child
Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of God (John 1:12 (NIVUK))
I am Christ’s friend
“’I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his
master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything
that I learned from my Father I have made known to you’” (John
15:15 (NIVUK))
I have been justified
“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1
(NIVUK))
I am united with the Lord and I am one spirit with Him
“But whoever is united with the Lord is one with him in spirit” (1
Corinthians 6:17 (NIVUK))
I have been bought with a price; I belong to God
“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit,
who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your
own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honour God with your
bodies” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (NIVUK))
I am a member of Christ’s body
“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of
it” (1 Corinthians 12:27 (NIVUK))
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I am a saint, a holy one
“To God’s holy people in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace
and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ” (Ephesians 1:1&2 (NIVUK))
I have been adopted as God’s child
“He predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in
accordance with his pleasure and will” (Ephesians 1:5 (NIVUK))
I have direct access to God through the Holy Spirit
“For through him we both have access to the Father by one
Spirit” (Ephesians 2:18 (NIVUK))
I have been redeemed and forgiven of all my sins
“For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought
us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:13&14(NIVUK))
I am complete in Christ
“For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in
Christ you have been brought to fullness. He is the head over every
power and authority” (Colossians 2:9&10 (NIVUK))
Neil Anderson
Freedom in Christ Ministries
Used by permission
All Bible verses quoted are from the NIVUK (UK): Holy Bible, New
International Version® Anglicised, NIVUK® Copyright © 1979, 1984,
2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide.
Once we take hold of our Freedom in Christ, we have access to
immeasurable power to do God’s will. However, many Christians start
from the point of view that says “ I can’t …” - next time we will look at
what the Bible says we can do …
Gracious Heavenly Father, thank you that you have adopted me into
Your family. Help me to know each day that I am secure, significant
and accepted and that nothing is impossible for those who trust in
You.
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Reading this and listening to “King of my Heart” by John Mark and
Sarah McMillan, the words seemed to knit with these truths and
speak to who we are in Christ! I have reprinted the words below and
you can listen to my favourite version of the song on YouTube at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EpqSbKYxd9Y

Enjoy!
Robin
King of My Heart
Let the King of my heart
Be the mountain where I run
The fountain I drink from
Oh, He is my song
]Let the King of my heart
Be the shadow where I hide
The ransom for my life
Oh, He is my song
You are good, good, oh oh
You are good, good, oh oh
You are good, good, oh oh
You are good, good, oh oh
Let the King of my heart
Be the wind inside my sails
The anchor in the waves
Oh, He is my song
Let the King of my heart
Be the fire inside my veins
The echo of my days
Oh, He is my song
‘Cause, You are good, good, oh oh
You are good, good, oh oh
You are good, good, oh oh
You are good, good, oh oh
40

You're never gonna let… never gonna let me down
You're never gonna let … never gonna let me down
You're never gonna let … never gonna let me down
You're never gonna let … never gonna let me down
And when the night is holding onto me, God is holding on
And when the night is holding onto me, God is holding on
‘Cause, You are good, good, oh oh
You are good, good, oh oh
We’ve tasted and seen, good, oh oh
We’ve tasted and seen, good, oh oh
You are good, good, oh oh
You are good, good, oh oh
John Mark McMillan/Sarah McMillan
© Meaux Jeaux Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Raucous
Ruckus Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
Sarah McMillan Publishing (Admin. by Watershed Music Group
Reproduced under licence, CCLI number 40715

Two Thoughts
I attended the 4 o'clock gathering on 21st November and Brian
asked for two passages to be read. He highlighted in 2 Samuel 23:4
about the glory of wonderful sunrises and in Philippians 2:15 about
us shining as lights in the world much like stars. Ken made the
observation that stars show very little light but are wonderful for
navigation and guidance.
Two thoughts came immediately to mind, the first that, as we all
know, the wise men were guided by a star to Jesus’ birthplace in
Bethlehem. To follow up the second thought I had to search for the
text which I found in 2 Peter 1:19 which talks of a lamp shining in a
dark place, until the day dawns and the day star rises in our hearts.
May each one of us have a fresh revelation during this season of
advent of Jesus' birth to become our Saviour and Lord and a joyous
expectancy of His coming again soon to set up His kingdom on
earth. God bless you all.
Eileen P
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on our Christian Brothers and Sisters in
Bangladesh for their faith
Three Stories of Courageous Faith
Bangladesh is number 31 in Open Doors’ World Watch List.
As a minority in Bangladesh, Christians are acutely vulnerable to
persecution. These three stories highlight how costly it can be to be
a Christian in Bangladesh and how, with your help and prayers,
Open Doors local partners are coming alongside them to provide
support – even if only to remind them that they are not alone.

Cruelly kicked out of their home by extended family
At first, Pastor Nurul and his family’s faith was tolerated. They share
a home with his parents and the families of his six brothers and one
sister. Amongst them, only one brother is a Christian. But as Pastor
Nurul grew bolder in his faith, and more people gave their lives to
Jesus through his work, toleration turned to hatred – culminating in
an awful act of deception and betrayal.
Persecution heightens as more people come to know Jesus
Each week, Pastor Nurul hosted church at his home, as well as
literacy classes which enabled him to share the gospel with his
neighbours. From this class, six people have been baptised – and
there is wider curiosity. “I see the interest of people to know about
Jesus, but they are afraid to come to me and follow Jesus Christ,”
the pastor shares. “They speak to me in secret. They want to join the
literacy class but cannot come for the fear of persecution.”
As Pastor Nurul’s ministry grew more fruitful, the levels of hostility
grew too. It began with verbal abuse. The pastor greeted it with
silence, but that only provoked his family further, this time beating
him. Still Pastor Nurul remained silent – and still he carried on with
his ministry.
The persecution grew and it led to his extended family forging a
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document stating that the land and property given to Pastor Nurul by
his father was to be transferred to his siblings and their families
instead. Pastor Nurul and his family were kicked out. Local Muslim
leaders were convened to support this decision, and the pastor’s
family were given a date to leave the village, otherwise they’d be
dragged out and their possessions publicly destroyed.
Abandoned by family but embraced by you
Pastor Nurul and his family are now renting a home elsewhere.
Open Doors local partners are coming alongside them to encourage
them and provide prayer and food support. The pastor is a long-term
friend of our partners; they’ve led several training sessions that
Pastor Nurul has attended and provided a tube-well (a type of water
well) for believers he pastors.
Understandably, Pastor Nurul is deeply upset and mentally drained,
but he remains strong in his faith. “They can take my home and
rights away, but they cannot take my Lord Jesus Christ away. My
Lord is with me. He cares for me,” he says. “What they did was
unforgiveable. But I have forgiven them for what they have done to
me and my family, because I am a follower of Jesus Christ. I pray to
the Lord to open their hearts so that they will find salvation and come
to Christ.”
“I will continue my work of preaching and gospel sharing in the midst
of the persecution,” he adds. “And I would like to continue the
literacy class in future so that I can help the new believers and
interested people to know about Jesus.”

Favourite t-shirt prompts hostility
Imagine that wearing one of your favourite t-shirts led to you losing
your job. This is exactly what recently happened to 24-year-old
Jobayer, another believer from Bangladesh who Open Doors local
partners are coming alongside to support.
Jobayer – a distributor and seller of electrical materials and mobile
phone parts – came to know Jesus through his parents, who are
evangelists. During a youth event organised by Open Doors local
partners, Jobayer was given a t-shirt with the words “Therefore go…”
written on it. He loved wearing it and made the bold decision to wear
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it to work.
His colleague, Ramzan, noticed the t-shirt and asked him what the
words meant. “We, as followers of Jesus Christ, are commanded to
go all over the world and tell the good news of the gospel, and
baptise them in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit,” answered Jobayer. “As a Christian, it is our responsibility to
share the gospel.”
This shocked Ramzan, who didn’t know of his colleague’s Christian
faith. He acted normally and went about his work, until one evening
he cornered Jobayer and told him to renounce his faith and return to
Islam. Jobayer bravely refused. Ramzan then reached for a knife. “If
you do not return to Islam, I will kill you,” he threatened.
“I did not realise that Ramzan would do such thing to me,” shares
Jobayer. “All day long he was acting nice around me. That night I
saw his anger that he had towards me and Christian people. I was
praying for Jesus Christ to save me from him. That’s when he
(Ramzan) left me there.”
Hounded out by colleagues
The next day, Jobayer was too afraid to return to work. Around noon,
he received a phone call from his office requesting him to come in.
He arrived to discover all staff gathered waiting for him. They
interrogated Jobayer, asking him why he converted, and how much
money he had received for it. Jobayer denied the allegation and,
with remarkable courage, publicly declared his faith in Jesus.
This further angered his boss and colleagues, who mocked, slapped
and hit Jobayer, before hounding him out of the building and telling
him he was no longer welcome. Jobayer was devastated, as it left
him unable to support his family. He is fearful that his former
colleagues will come after him again, or target his family.
Open Doors local partners are praying with Jobayer, and seeking
ways to support him and his family during this distressing time.

“In prison, I had a nice time reading the Bible and
praying”
Another believer from a Muslim background who Open Doors local
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partners are helping is Sams Uddin
(pictured left).
The 60-year-old vet was attending
veterinary training when he was
arrested along with 17 other vets and
trainers (all non-Christians) for alleged
involvement in ‘Jamaat-e Islam’, an
Islamist political party. The family were
deeply concerned that Sam Uddin’s
faith, and his involvement in Christian
ministry, would make him more
vulnerable to prosecution.
Thankfully, Sams Uddin has since been
released on bail – and he reports that
his time in prison provided unexpectedly fruitful.
“In prison, I had nice time reading the Bible and praying,” he shares.
“I was confident that I would come out from the jail soon because I
did not do anything wrong. I had confidence in my Lord. I was the
only Christian among the prisoners, and in knowing that, the
prisoners showed enough respect to me.”
Sams Uddin was tearful as he spoke to Open Doors local partners,
who are seeking ways to further help him and his family. He said, “I
am thankful to all the friends who prayed for me, visited me in prison,
and helped my wife to take necessary steps for my bail. It
encouraged me and strengthened me to be calm and steadfast in
prison.”
Please Pray


Give thanks for the way Open Doors local partners can come
alongside persecuted believers in Bangladesh.



For the provision of all practical, spiritual and emotional needs for
Pastor Nurul, Jobayer and Sams Uddin.



That those who have persecuted and targeted these three
brothers and their families will come to know Jesus.
Source: Open Doors - used by permission
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15

19

22

25

20

40

43

46
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43

44

49

45
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41

Across

raised rim (4)

1 Town where Jesus was born (9)
6 Dave’s late singing partner (4)
8 Of the countryside (5)
9 Transport for 20 down (6)
10 Yorkshire city (5)
12 Musical about an orphan girl (5)
13 Star Wars character (4)
14 Forerunner of EU initials (3)
15 Paul Simon sang you could call
him this (2)
16 Not closed (4)
18 King of Judea when Jesus was
born (5)
20 Man in a red suit who allegedly
delivers presents in December (5)
22 Had a hit in 1974 with ‘Tiger
Feet‘ (3)
23 @ (2)
26 Cars drive on this - in theory (4)
28 City or Rovers? (7)
30 Nein in German (2)
31 Scottish delicacy (6)
33 Short general prayer used in
Christian liturgy (7)
34 Used by a radio or a TV (6)
36 1960s children’s TV
programme about WASP (8)
39 US singing family (7)
42 Recess in a wall (6)
44 Pipeline under the ocean (5)
45 Christmas fare with pastry delicious (5 4)
46 Flat, shallow container with a

1 Son of Encouragement (8)
2 Capital of Albania (6)
3 Capital of the Hauts-de-France
region (5)
4 20 across says this, 3 times (2)
5 We’re holding this on 18 Dec (5
6)
6 A cheese, from Somerset? (7)
7 Place of education (6)
11 Adam & Eve’s garden (4)
15 ’For the Love of -’ 1970s sitcom
(3)
17 Protactinium chemical symbol
(2)
19 Tokyo’s former name (3)
21 Heathrow, Stanstead, e.g. (7)
24 Christmas decoration (6)
25 Anglo-French supersonic
airliner (8)
27 Pet that barks (3)
29 Man from Genesis 11 - 14 (3)
32 Liquid served in 35 down (3)
35 Pub with accommodation (3)
36 Hebrew for ’peace’ (6)
37 1981 film about the Korean War
(6)
38 Nestlé chocolate bar named
after an English city (6)
40 Young owl (5)
41 Tintin’s dog (5)
43 Receptacle for cut flowers (4)

Down

Have Fun!
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The Puzzle Pages

6

Sudoku

8

2
6

A numerical
placement puzzle!

7

5

1

7
5

3

To solve it you need to fill
the grid so that every
column, every row and
every 3 x 3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9.

3

9

9

5

4

8
8

6

9
3

4

Last month’s sudoku
- how did you do?

1

7
3

5

1
6

7

Connection Quiz
Answers

1

3

6

9

4

5

7

2

8

7

5

2

6

1

8

3

9

4 1. Nine Elms.

8

9

4

7

3

2

5

6

1 2. The Oval.

2

7

9

1

5

6

4

8

5

6

3

4

8

7

9

1

4

1

8

2

9

3

6

5

3

4

1

8

6

9

2

7

9

8

7

5

2

4

1

3

3 3. Leyton Orient.
2
4. Grange Hill.
7
5. Connection: They are all
5
Stations on the London
6
Underground.

6

2

5

3

7

1

8

4

9
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The (annual) Christmas Trivia Quiz
1. Why does Norway give a Christmas tree to the people of Britain
each year?
2. Who was crowned King of England on 25th December 1066?
3. The carol ‘Joy to the World’ is based on which Psalm?
4. How many days do we have between Christmas and Epiphany?
5. Whose eyes are all aglow in ‘The Christmas Song’?
6. In the ’Muppets’ Christmas Carol’ how many ghosts visit
Ebenezer Scrooge?
7. In ‘The 12 Days of Christmas’ how many Maids a Milking are
there?
8. If there are 366 days in a year. what number day is Christmas
Day?
9. Which part of Rudolf’s body glows?
10.In which modern-day country was St. Nicholas born in?
11.What is ‘Happy Christmas’ in French?
12.In the movie It’s A Wonderful Life, what happened every time a
bell rang?
13.Stollen is a cake with fruit and marzipan, traditionally eaten at
Christmas and originating from which country?
14.Why did Mary & Joseph travel to Bethlehem?
15.Which main ingredient did Tudor cooks use in mince pies?
16.What is the best-selling Christmas song ever?
17.Does Tuvalu celebrate Christmas Day before or after the UK?
18.When was the first Christmas card sent?
19.Which was the first country to issue a Christmas postage stamp,
and when?
20.What Christmas decoration is made from a parasitic plant?
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Can You Guess The Year?


Final phase of the M40 is opened



The film Dances With Wolves was released in the UK.



Tim Berners-Lee introduces the World Wide Web .



And UK No. 1s included:
Jason Donovan with ‘Any Dream Will Do’
Chesney Hawks with ‘The One and Only
The Clash with ‘Should I Go or Should I Stay’
Vic Reeves and the Wonder Stuff with ‘Dizzy’

Answer next issue

This Issue’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Questions
1. Who won the F1 Drivers Championship in in 2000?
2. In what year was Lake Station on the IoW opened?
3. What is the capital of Albania?
4. What did the Romans call France?
5. Who was King William III’s wife?
6. In which art museum is The Fighting Temeraire to be found?
7. When was the film ‘Alfie’ released in the UK?
8. Who wrote the book ‘War and Peace’?
9. On the periodic table, which element is Pa?
10.Which English brewery makes the beer Spitfire?
Answers next issue

Please note that the deadline for contributions for
the next magazine is:

Sunday 23rd January
Contributions can be emailed at anytime up to the deadline day to
the editor at:

surc.thelink@btinternet.com
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Last Issue’s Solutions
- Guess the year: it was 1993
- Last month’s crossword 

Last Issue’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Answers
1. Chelsea
2. 1979
3. Chișinău
4. Hibernia
5. Mathilde
(or Matilda in English)

6. Musée Marmottan Monet,
Paris
7. 16th September 1969
8. Rudyard Kipling
9. Silver
10. Wales
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Sunday Service
Morning 10:30


Morning Worship in church
Broadcast live on Facebook

Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of each month

Weekday Activities
Monday 10:00

Prayer for Israel on the Church Zoom

Tuesday 14:00
19:30

Bible Bite ministry in church
Broadcast live on Facebook
Prayer Meeting on Zoom

10:00

CatURpillars

Friday

Saturday 10:30

Coffee Morning on Zoom
– a chance to catch up and have a chat

Details of any other services/activities that we hold will be
posted:


inside the church



on our Facebook page



and on our website

Minister:



Day off:

Rev Brian Harley
10 Dracaena Gardens, Shanklin PO37 7JQ
01983 862485
brianharley58@gmail.com
Monday

Secretary: Robin Wightman
 robinwightman@aol.com

Shanklin URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance
www.shanklinurc.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1130459
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