The Link - February 2022

The Call to Discipleship
For the last few years, the URC has been promoting whole life
discipleship under the banner of Walking the Way - living the life
of Jesus today. This year, the steering group is working to try and
see this emphasis embedded in the very DNA of the whole church.
Those who call themselves Christians, following after Christ Jesus,
must do just that; being a church-goer is not enough. We are called
to walk with Jesus every day and in every part of our lives - and to
be his witnesses in the world. Our focus over recent Sundays has
been on encountering Jesus in all his fullness and responding to his
word. On Tuesdays we have seen how the early believers took the
message of resurrection life to the wider community which was often
hostile to them. Catch up on anything you missed on YouTube.
What will your discipleship look like this year? Will it be evident to
people around you that you are a follower of Jesus? Often we blend
into with the world far too much and fail to have that radical edge
that Jesus expects of his people. Dare we up our game this year...?
Many people are suggesting that this year will be a great season of
opportunity after all the pressures and worries of the last two years.
In many quarters there is a genuine expectation that revival may be
around the corner and the church must prepare for it and pray it in.
My prayer for 2022 is that we all might become more focussed on
being disciples of Jesus, keeping our eyes on him and his word to us
in Scripture and as he speaks directly through the Holy Spirit; and
may we be ready to draw others in.
Blessings,

.
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Closure of Hope Church, Freshwater Bay
The fellowship at Guyers Road met
for the last time for a Thanksgiving
Service on Saturday 22nd January.
Rev Clare Downing, Moderator of
Wessex Synod and also the current
Moderator of URC General Assembly,
spoke at the gathering. Rev’s Mary
Thomas and Chris Copley also took part
in the service which was led by Brian. A
few folk from other local congregations
came along in support.
The church has not been open since
March 2020, except for a few Sunday afternoon meetings which
Brian led in the autumn as the decision to close was being
considered. Please do pray for the 12 members and other contacts
as they continue to support one another and connect with other
fellowships in West Wight.
The Wessex Synod Trust has now taken responsibility for the
building. We have acquired 30 upholstered stacking chairs for the
downstairs rooms and the balcony, plus a few other items which may
be useful – two large screen TVs, a radio mic, a flower stand and a
brass cross.
The URC marks the 50th
anniversary of it foundation
this year when Presbyterian
and Congregational churches
came together to form a new
church, which it was hoped
would be the first step towards
further unity.
There is a special gathering at Westminster Central Hall in London
on Saturday 1st October which will be live streamed. This is where
the inaugural meeting was held back in 1972.
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Tuesday Prayer at 19:30
This is still being held via Zoom using the same
account as for other activities and groups :
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3242665584?
pwd=ZTlXZzBLWnkrWTNBY2JBK1o0K2ZXdz09
Meeting ID:
Password:

324 266 5584
936536.

These have been really encouraging and powerful times.
Do please join us if you are able – you can even ring in from an
ordinary phone, which is a normal landline charge, please dial:
02034 815240. Details are also in the weekly LifeLine sheet
***
Do continue to use our Prayer
important issues that need prayer.

Chain

if there are urgent and

Phone Hazel on 865181 or Jean on 863850 - and do please
consider joining if you are mostly around at home. It is very
important to be able to mobilise an army of prayer warriors at short
notice.
***

Prayer for Israel
Is held each Monday from 10:00 - 11:00
on the church Zoom.
Please contact Roy & Melodie if you
would be interested in joining:
 866912 or
email melodieroywilson@gmail.com
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Live Streaming of Services & Bible Bite
If you are unable to get along to services, we are
continuing to live stream services on YouTube –
details are on our website and on Facebook.

Sundays at 10:30 – Morning Worship
- with Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the month. Do have
some bread & wine or juice ready if you want to join in
All Age services are now planned for the last Sunday of each
month.

Tuesday Bible Bite - weekly meetings at 14:00...
Brian has begun a series exploring the Book of Acts
If you find Sunday mornings a bit busy, you may prefer to come on a
Tuesday when there is plenty of space to spread out and keep safe.

Shanklin URC Representative at
IoW Street Pastors
I have been the representative for the church
for 10 years or so and will step down at the
Church's AGM in March so we will need a new
representative
Shanklin URC has supported this awesome ministry since its
inception and continues to contribute financially and with personnel.
The representative attends the AGM where they have voting rights,
and shares information with the church as it arises.
If you are interested and would like more information, please feel
free to ask me or Suzanne McCaffery. Suzanne is the SP
administrator and plays in the church's worship band.
Please also let Robin know before the AGM as the appointment
needs to be agreed by the church.
Carole Smith
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Shanklin United Reformed Church

Training
We would like to encourage all in the fellowship to come
along on Saturday 26th March (10:00 to 16:00) to join
together in this training day.
Ruth White from Synod is coming to speak to and with us about
Safeguarding.
The poster in the church lobby gives more details of the day…
It will be a great day of learning, friendship and fellowship!

Robin & Dave
Please do let Robin know if you are hoping to come along - it
will make it easier to arrange handouts!

Hannah Dunnett Pictures
This is to say a huge thank you to everyone who brought
the Hannah Dunnett pictures I framed to sell for the Mercy
Ships charity over Christmas.
Altogether they raised just over £100, which will be sent to
the charity along with the rest of the money raised by the
church.
Sue Wightman
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A message from Joanne Price
(who joined with us again after Lockdown and has now moved to be
near her family)
Dear Brian, worship leaders, Bible Bite and Church family.
Thank you that I have been able to have Bible based, Spirit filled,
God fearing fellowship at URC since you opened the doors. I have
missed Church, Carisbrooke Priory fellowship and volunteering
during lockdown. I was truly blessed to have been nicely busy for
ages and missed that so much.
I have moved to Salisbury and so won’t be joining you any more for
worship . Jess and I love the Island so bought our home in Shanklin,
but with COVID the whole travel situation has been unhelpful and
Jess stopped visiting especially with arrival of my grandson. We all
want me to be more involved with Edward and we have a house for
me to do that and retire close to their new base. Salisbury is truly
lovely and Winchester and Bath are very close.
While on the Island family and friends didn’t visit with the distance
and ferry and I missed some celebrations.
I pray God will bless you
Joanne

Christians Working Together in The Bay
There are now weekly afternoon services at 16:00 to worship and
pray together.
The venues for February are:
6th

Lake Methodist Church

13th

The Lighthouse Church, Sandown

20th

Shanklin URC

27th

St John’s Church, Sandown

Do come along and share in these if you can. These may continue
in March and there may be a separate meeting later in the year to
explore the next steps together
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Testimony
Before Christmas last year I was reading a daily devotional and I felt
a tug in my spirit about having a period of fasting. I must admit I
recoiled inside because I don't find fasting very easy and besides,
I reasoned with myself, it's very inconvenient for one member of the
family to fast while everyone else in the family is eating normally. So
I didn't pursue the idea. A couple of days later to my surprise,
Melodie came to me and said she and Roy were thinking of
fasting!! So we decided to fast by eating only raw and cooked
vegetables and fruit (a plant based diet) for 10 days.
About half-way through the ten days I woke up one night and
suddenly felt terribly fearful and anxious about the pandemic, work,
politics and many other things. I tried to pray but could find no peace
at all.
I felt as if I had a hole going through my body from front to back and
I could hear all the fears and imaginings whistling coldly through it.
And then I heard an inner voice saying "Use the Word"
So I used a simplified form of these Scriptures - God has not given
me a spirit of fear but of power, love and a sound mind, God's
perfect love casts out my fear. There is no fear in love. I will cast all
my anxiety onto Him because He cares for me..
God has said, “Do not fear I am with you, do not be dismayed, I am
your God, I will strengthen you, yes I will help you I will uphold you
with my right hand of righteousness.”
God says I must not be anxious about anything but in everything, by
prayer and supplication l will let my requests be known to Him and
He will give me peace.
God also said I will never leave you nor forsake you, God is the
strength, salvation and light of my life. I will not let my heart be
troubled. I believe that you, Jesus Christ dwell in my heart by faith,
therefore your Holy Spirit will strengthen me.
God says be strong and of good courage. Don't be afraid, don't be
dismayed for God is with you wherever you go.
And the next thing I knew, that hole through my body just closed
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up like a camera shutter!! And God's peace was there. I'm
so grateful that He reminded me to use the Bible that night as the
Sword of the Spirit to defeat the enemy of my soul. Praise be to the
Lord.
Carol Williams

Discarded Paper
A sheet of paper is discarded, it ends up in the gutter. It is
trodden on, it is screwed up it is soaked by rain, it is dried
by the sun. It becomes dirty, dishevelled, screwed up,
creased, frayed and stained. Just a scrap of paper
discarded, thrown away.
A figure approaches, he stops, he stoops down, he gently
picks up the piece of paper. He straightens it out, he tries
to smooth it out. He looks at it landscape, portrait, he turns
it over, landscape, portrait. There is a gleam in his eye, he
gently folds the piece of paper and carries it home. He
places the paper on his work table, he gently unfolds it, he
smooths it out again, he washes the stains away, he teases
out the creases, he mends the tears and frays.
He picks up his pencils and paints, he starts to draw and
paint, slowly an image appears, it becomes the most
beautiful painting there has ever been.
He sits back with satisfaction, he bathes in the beauty of
his new creation
He is so proud of what he has done, he shows it to
everyone he knows.
It enthrals him, sends him into raptures, he loves it so
much it bursts his heart.
I am the paper, Jesus the artist.
George Port
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Dear Friends at Shanklin URC
Thank you so much for your kind gift of £200.00 to strengthen our
persecuted church family around the world who are risking it all to
follow Jesus. Thanks to your prayers and support, our brothers and
sisters know they are not alone and can stand strong in their faith.
Sita*, a widow, gave her life to Jesus when her son was healed of a
sickness after a Christian prayed for him. But it led to intense
persecution by her brothers. They beat her, tried to stop her from
reading the Bible and attending church, and withheld food from her.
Sita and her son had to escape the family home.
They now live with a Christian tailor, who employs Sita. Open Doors
local partners have given her food aid and regularly visit to pray with
her and encourage her. “Your visit has truly encouraged me,” Sita
shares. “I feel that I am not alone in this journey. Thank you for the
groceries. God has heard my cries and help has been provided by
God through you all.”
May the Lord fill you with His Spirit and surround you with His love.
Your sister in Christ,
Henrietta Blyth
CEO, Open Doors UK and Ireland

Wight Church Zoom Meeting
Friday 4th February at 19:30
The planned New Year worship celebration is
not going ahead due to Covid risks, but the
special guest Noel Robinson is joining an online meeting to share
about worship. There will be an update on the Lionheart Festival in
July and time for prayer together –
This is the website for the Zoom meeting.
wightchurch.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?
u=1cec2ea28fd6f0a485ceb9f02&id=378a5212a4&e=5f65a9c460
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Virtual Upper Room
Wednesday 9th February 15:00
On Zoom...
The next Virtual Upper Room to receive teaching and prayer for the
baptism, or a fresh in-filling, of the Holy Spirit is coming up soon –
see details on the website below – do please register if you are
interested in attending:
www.dunamis.org.uk/what-we-do/virtual-upper-room/

Tickets are available now for the locally run worship event at the
County Showground on 15th - 17th July. See page 27 for details

Connection Quiz
1. How is malaria, a serious tropical disease, spread?
2. The Wars of the Roses (1455 - 1487) was fought between the
House of York and which other House?
3. Which BBC TV programme (first aired in 2012)
is about two former childhood sweethearts?
4. Which English League One football club plays
its home games at ‘The Stadium of Light’?
5. So, what is the connection between the
answers to questions 1 - 4?
6. And… where was the cover photo taken (it wasn’t on the IoW)
Answers are on page 51
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The Book of Acts
In the New Year, Brian began a series of Bible Bites from the Book
of The Acts of the Apostles (perhaps a more accurate title would be
The Acts of Jesus Christ, by the Holy Spirit, through the Apostles). I
have put together a few thoughts that struck me from these talks …
Luke writes this second volume to Theophilus (as he did his Gospel).
This name was originally written as "θεόφιλος" in the Greek
language, which means friend of God (or loved by God or loving
God), which seems to indicate that both volumes are written to “God
lovers” ~ that is us!
There is an overlap between Luke 24 and Acts 1 and equally, there
is an overlap between Acts 28 and us ~ we are Acts Chapter 29 …!
Acts 1: 1-11 Jesus taken up into Heaven
We begin to see that Jesus’ ministry did not end at the Ascension.
Luke reemphasises the words of Jesus at the end of his gospel,
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (v8)
Since this is how they are to make the Kingdom known.
Jesus tells them to wait in Jerusalem until the promised Holy Spirit
comes ~ He has prepared them for this throughout His ministry and
now it is only a few days away. Waiting in expectation is firmly
rooted in God’s Word, whilst we often want things now, we must
trust God, His timing is always perfect (see Psalm 27:14/40:1/130:5).
In verse 3 Luke speaks of “many convincing proofs that He was
alive” over a period of 40 days ~ how precious and beautiful this
“togetherness” must have been to them and for us today ~ Jesus is
alive!
Clearly, they still don’t fully understand the nature of the Kingdom,
“They asked him, ‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the
kingdom to Israel?” (v6)
But in verse 8 He explains that with the power of the Holy Spirit
(Dunamis), they will be His witnesses to everyone, everywhere and
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this power is available to us today!
Do We Feel Part Of This Same Story? We must remember Jesus’
words in Matthew after He gives the Great Commission:
“And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the
age” (Matthew 28:20)
Jesus is taken up before their eyes and is hidden by a cloud ~ in
Scripture clouds often indicate the presence of God (in the
wilderness, the temple etc.) ~ we can infer that He has not gone; the
Kingdom of God is ever-present (see Daniel 7v13/14).
In verse 11 God’s messengers say to the Apostles “Don’t just stand
there, do something!”
If We Are Part Of This Same Story, What Are We Going To Do
About It?
Acts 1: 12-26 Matthias chosen to replace Judas
In his gospel, Luke tells us that the Apostles return to Jerusalem with
great joy. During the return (a Sabbath walk would have been less
than a mile) they must have been full of questions. What would the
power from on high be like? How were they to be witnesses, heralds
of the Good News? In all the earth??
How did they go about “waiting”?
“When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were
staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip
and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus
and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. They all joined
together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the
mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.” (Acts 1:13-14)
From Luke’s gospel, we can surmise that among these “women”
were Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna and Mary the mother of
James. Luke records the number of believers to be about 120. This
was the number required for a community of Jews to have their own
council.
Together they turned to constant prayer and praise, continually
(regularly) visiting the temple. So they turned a time of waiting into a
time of prayer and praise, becoming God focused. Are We God
13
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Focused?
Do We Make Prayer And Praise A Priority?
At the end of his gospel, Luke records that Jesus, “opened their
minds so they could understand the Scriptures” (Luke 24:45)
At the beginning of Acts Luke tells us that Jesus gave, “instructions
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen”, (Acts 1:2)
Peter now addresses the community of believers quoting from the
Psalms and says that the scriptures must be fulfilled and they need
to choose a replacement for Judas Iscariot*. The replacement must
“have been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus was living among
us” (v21) and be “witnesses with us to his resurrection” (v22). Two
candidates are found ~ Joseph called Barsabbas and Mathias**.
How did they choose…
They Prayed ~ “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of
these two you have chosen (v24).
They Trust God ~ By casting lots (this was a Scriptural way of
discerning God’s Will before the coming of the Holy Spirit ~ see
Leviticus 16:8; Numbers 26:55, Proverbs 16:33 and Luke 1:8).
…and Mathias is chosen; the twelve apostles are established.
The process they adopt is relevant to us today, especially when we
face important decisions:
Be Led By Scripture (what does the Bible say?)
Use Common Sense (what are the possibilities)
Pray (ask in the name of Jesus)
Seek The Lord’s Guidance (not with lots but by listening for the
Holy Spirit’s prompting)
Trust Him!
Paul said: “And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on
praying for all the Lord’s people” (Ephesians 6:18)
What A Challenge For Us In 2022!
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*although the details of Judas’ end varies with Matthew’s account, it
is clear that he died a sudden nasty death and that a field was
purchased with the money he got for his betrayal.
** neither are mentioned again in the Bible, but then nor are the
apostles except for Peter, John and James! Eusebius records that
they were both among the 72 that Jesus sends out in Luke 10.
Acts 2: 1-41 The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost and Peter
addresses the crowd (Nigel Cox delivered this talk)
We have seen the apostles praying, praising, questioning and
anticipating, but now the uncertainty is over, The Holy Spirit has
come, The Church of Jesus Christ has been born, and Kingdom
work begins to fulfil the purposes of God. They are to witness in their
worship, their lives and their proclamation. Their worship in the
temple is transformed by the coming of the Holy Spirit and those
around them sit up and take notice.
As Christians We Need To Be Transformed By The Holy Spirit
And Be Witnessing In All These Ways ~ If We Do Folk Will Sit
Up And Take Notice!
Peter begins his first sermon* and it is rooted in Scripture, he quotes
from Joel 2:28-32: The day of the Lord with God’s Messiah bringing
in God’s Kingdom. His listeners would have understood as they were
expecting it, just not in the way that Jesus brought it! The promise is
still certain today, everyone who calls on the name of the Lord Will
Be Saved.
Peter quotes again from Scripture (Psalm 16:8-11 and 110:1) to
show that this Jesus, whom they crucified and who was resurrected,
is none other than The Messiah
The Heart Of Our Witness To The Good News Of The Gospel
Must Be Rooted, Beginning And End, In Scripture
Peter’s listeners were “cut to the heart” and asked, “what shall we
do?” and Peter replies “repent and be baptised” ~ all who do will
receive the Holy Spirit. This is God reconciling Himself to all things! It
was God’s plan from before creation and nothing can stop it since
God’s eternal promises and purposes will be fulfilled.
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“Those who accepted his message were baptised, and about three
thousand were added to their number that day” (v41)
Three thousand? If we preach a Gospel (rooted in Scripture) that
challenges, provokes and demands a response (offering a sure and
certain hope), what might we be able to achieve through the power
of the Holy Spirit?
We Have A Gospel To Proclaim
*Peter’s sermon (which must have been longer than the 5 minutes it
takes to read) is the root of all evangelism. There is evidence that
Mark (a close friend of Peter) used it to develop his gospel.
All Bible verses quoted are from the NIVUK (UK): Holy Bible, New
International Version® Anglicised, NIVUK® Copyright © 1979, 1984,
2011 by Biblica, Inc.®
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Robin
If you want to watch these talks, they are available to watch on our
YouTube channel and the audio files are available on our website or
from the sound desk.

Church AGM
Thursday 24th March 2022
Our January meeting was cancelled, but the AGM will go ahead,
viruses permitting. It will be in the church building from 19:30 and is
open to all members and those who regularly worship with us.
Please do make a note in your diary and come along as we seek
together God’s will for us and elect Elders for the coming year.
You will be able to join us via a Zoom connection, please let Robin
know if you would like to and, nearer the time, he will let you have
details of the link to follow.
th

That’s Thursday 24 March
@ 19:30!
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What is God
asking of
YOU?
Ministry Enquirers' Event
To help you think about God's call to Worship Leading, Lay
Preaching, Ministry with children and young people, the
Ministry of Word and Sacraments or Church Related
Community Work.

Saturday 12th February 2022 10:00 - 15:00 online
Register with ministries@urc.org.uk to receive Zoom details

Holiday
A group of Christians have arranged a 4 night holiday at the Elim
Conference Centre in the Malvern Hills during August this year. For
more details see the notice board or contact Julie
Croydon. julie.croydon@icloud.com,  405067
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New Year Prayer Letter 2022
Dear friends,
GEAR’s National Committee met in-person in November ahead of
the Refreshing Your Ministry conference. Our opening worship
focussed on Mark 10:46-52, praying “Lord, help me to see you!” and
asking what mercy and grace do we need to receive and share?
Personnel
After two decades of leadership, Brian Harley has stepped down
from his role as Chair of GEAR and Matt Stone has taken up the
reins. The previous two Chairs, Malcolm Hanson and John Hall, plus
Assembly Moderator Claire Downing, came to the Refreshing Your
Ministry conference and prayed for Matt as he was commissioned
for this role. Please do join us in praying for Matt as he gives fresh
leadership to GEAR in its mission, and pray also for Brian in this new
season in his own ministry and responsibilities.
A few of our National Committee members (Louise Franklin, Paul
Robinson and Pete Blackband) have moved on to focus on other
aspects of life and ministry, while James Church is set to join us.
Please pray for all of them amidst these changes, thank God for the
service they have given, and join with us in praying for new people to
become part of the national leadership for this ministry of evangelism
and renewal.
Refreshing Your Ministry
Praise the Lord for the way that the Refreshing Your Ministry
conference has been an encouragement and blessing for all who
came this time and in previous years. We have also run a few online
versions of Refreshing Your Ministry over Zoom, and have plans for
more this year. Church leadership can bring its own distinctive
challenges, so pray that GEAR will continue to be a source of help,
hope and fellowship in the midst of those.
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Crossfire
It is two years since the Crossfire youth camp has been able to take
place, and the experimental online approach did not really work out.
When the next camp occurs there will be several people in new
leadership roles, and there will be fresh challenges in connecting
with, and attracting, groups of young people. Please pray for young
people to encouraged and enabled to attend, and that this will be a
faith-building, life-changing event for everyone involved.
Pray4URC
Thank God for those who contribute towards the weekly Pray4URC
events on Facebook, and for those who participate in the special
praying-panel events in the lead-up to some of the significant councils
and meetings for the URC. Give thanks, too, for the way that these
are a practical demonstration of GEAR’s commitment to serve the
URC, and for the many individuals, office holders and committees
within the denomination who have been blessed by these occasions.
Pray that these may also be an inspiration that fosters increasing
prayer across the URC.
Lent
For Lent we are planning a series of four Wednesday evening prayer
and reflection events on Zoom, focussing on the Bible, renewal,
evangelism, and our personal relationship with Jesus. Please pray for
those who will be preparing suitable teaching, hosting the events or
handling the technology, and for all who will participate in them.
Future work
We continue to seek ways of serving the URC in line with our aims,
believing that these are core themes that the Lord has called to contribute
towards. Please pray with us for guidance, revelation and resources so that
we can keep pursuing this call in practical ways
And finally…
Thank you so much for standing with us in prayer – your partnership
in this work of the Gospel is an encouragement to us and makes a
real difference to our work and to the denomination that we serve.
You may well be aware that this year the URC marks its 50 th
anniversary, and we will be addressing this within In GEAR. If you
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have any suggestions for articles to include, please send us a brief
note (not a full article!) so that we can identify the most helpful and
appropriate ones to run with.
May the God of peace equip you with everything good for doing
his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
Rev Paul Stokes

Christmas Gift
A week or so before Christmas I was doing my daily readings, which
were about God’s promises to those who wait. This day’s reading
focussed on the blessing of waiting. The question at the end asked
for 5 things the Lord had blessed me with that week, then asking
how they compared with the blessing of encountering God.
While praying about this I saw a picture of a large gift bag with a gift
tag on it. Reading this it was for me and had some lovely words
written on it. Inside there were lots of wrappings and trimmings, with
small gifts enclosed. Somehow, I knew these were the blessings the
Lord has given me that week. Opening the gift, I notice it was multi
layered and as I opened these layers there were cards inside with
words of encouragement, of love, of kindness and of joy. Also, bible
verses which are special and important to me. I felt overcome and
loved. Then I got to the present. It was Jesus. I felt quite
overwhelmed by it and wrote it down as I knew it was something
special. Like most of us I had things to do and got on with them and
had in my mind to pray about this later.
Later that morning we had our Thursday morning bible study and to
be honest this picture had gone out of mind by then. Then we were
asked the question about what the meaning of Christmas is. This
just made perfect sense of what I had seen. We have all the
trappings of Christmas, the glitter, trees, decorations, gifts etc. but at
the heart of it is Jesus, the true gift and he gives us so many
blessings and so much love.
This feels so special that I want to share it with you and not keep it
to myself.
Sue Wightman
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Meeting about the
Deployment of Ministers
in the URC
Saturday 5th February
- 14:30 at Shanklin
Since spring of 2020, members of the Synod Pastoral
Committees have been meeting with groups of elders to
explain the current situation re deployment of ministers in
Wessex following the moratorium on declaring vacancies
down here. This was aimed first at talking to elders in
churches already vacant.
There is now a consultation on how we might deploy
stipendiary Ministers of Word and Sacraments in the future
in light of future numbers of them available across the
URC. However, my purpose in coming to meet with you is
to highlight the challenges behind this need for a
consultation.
I am very happy to answer questions, if I can, or seek
answers elsewhere if I can’t.
Rev Mary Thomas
Development and Support Officer
United Reformed Church
Wessex Synod (South)
***
Do please come along to share in this short meeting so we
are all aware of the situation and can pray in an informed
way for the church going forward, and especially for our
sister churches across the water that are coping with
potentially long vacancies. Some members from Ryde will
be coming to join with us.
Brian
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Remembering, Reflecting, Recommitting
By the time you read the February edition of The Link, the annual
Holocaust Memorial Day will have taken place (Jan 27th). I well
remember being privileged to go to Israel for a Prayer Conference with
Dr Clifford and Mrs Monica Hill – a most amazing experience. One of
the very moving times was going to Yad Vashem, the Holocaust
Memorial Centre in Jerusalem. There were so many heart breaking
scenes depicted and what I remember so vividly was the display
showing dear children’s faces and with their names spoken out and
pinpoints of light coming up on the screen for each one. One million
six hundred thousand little ones perished in the Holocaust with six
million dear Jewish people in all.
Whenever I read the passage Ezekiel which speaks of the Valley of
Dry Bones I can picture how God brought up, remnant out of the
death camps and enabled them to live and be a nation again.
A very helpful footnote in the amplified version says the following:
“No person needs to be reminded of the startling way in which this
prophecy has been in process of the fulfilment since World War Two.
The Jews have for centuries been dispersed among all the nations
with only a few left in the homeland, which lay waste and desolate. It
was said that travellers in Palestine (the name given to the land by the
Romans when they occupied Israel) had no difficulty in recognising the
appropriateness of Ezekiel’s labelling the country as he saw it “the
Valley of Dry Bones” (v11). But by 1960AD one-sixth of the Jewish
population of the world was in their homeland – Israel. Already they
have been made “one nation” (v22a) and that between sunrise of one
day and sunset of the next “a nation in a day” (Isaiah 66:8)! But the
greatest event of all is yet to come (Ezekiel 37:22b – 25). This
prophecy will be fulfilled in its entirety”
It is thrilling to read the whole of this chapter – indeed so many of the
OId Testament prophets who speak of the days in which we are living.
In the January edition of “Prayer for Israel” (PFI) – a very helpful
publication – the editorial by the Director, Paul Smith, is very
challenging in understanding our debt to the Jewish people.
To quote him:
22

“Remembering, Reflecting, Recommitting
I was recently handed a prophetic word for PFI which some of you
may remember. It has not been relegated to the archives. Although
it dates to 1987, I thought it prudent to share this with you. It is
foundational and brings into sharp focus the love of God for His
people. We are to love the Jewish people and His Church, and our
mandate is always to preach the gospel. At its heart is ‘to the Jew
first’ but mercifully we are beneficiaries. As we, ‘ a wild olive’
celebrate the miracle of being grafted in among the natural
branches, we rejoice that we now partake with them the rich root of
the olive tree. Romans 11:17. This is God’s wonderful providence
and faithfulness to those who encounter Christ, the Jewish Messiah”
In scripture we are told to “Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem” (Psalm
122:6) and “Comfort, comfort My People says the Lord” (Isaiah
40:1).
How are we to do this - the prophetic word given to and accepted
Prayer for Israel is God’s Call to His Church. We are to love them,
pray for them and look to the day when “all Israel will be saved”.

Love Them Like I Love You
I am calling my ancient people back to their homeland
And I have called you, My Church, to love them
Only you can show the love that I have for them
If you don’t love them, who else will?
Only through you will they see Me as their Messiah… When you
reflect My glory.
Love then like I love you
Have compassion on them, like I have had compassion on you
Forgive them like I have forgiven you.
Show them mercy like the mercy I have shown you.
Be tender-hearted to then like I am with you.
And be understanding and patient.
My church you are all I have to love them.
They are a hurt and rejected people.
Hurt and grieved for all that has happened to them.
Wanting to love but suspicious at every turn.
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Show them My heart.
You will all like them at one time, but did I not reject you.
My love saved you!
All I ask is, show them the love I have shown you.
Is this too much to ask?
Blessing in Yeshua - Jesus - the Jewish Messiah
Jane H
PS if you would like to read more the 3 very helpful publications:
- “Questions, Questions”
- “Encouraging Scriptures”
- “Promises, Promises”
from Christian Friends of Israel are available at the back of the
Church or do ask if you’d like to speak more about the above.
Source: PFI and used with permission

Dignity
Bags
for
Orphans & Vulnerable
Children in Syria
Chloe Wells at Niton Methodist Church is organizing a local
collection for the latest Samara’s Aid Appeal – the deadline is
Sunday 13th February See the website below for full details or pick
up a yellow sheet at the church
www.samarasaidappeal.org/dignity-bag
“We would love to give one of these bags to every vulnerable child
using our outreach centres in Syria. If we can collect more, we hope
to give some to other vulnerable children in need in Syria.
Each bag should be filled with new, unopened, unused items aimed
at either a boy or girl, of a specific age group. We hope these will be
balanced through the age groups from 4-18 years for both boys and
girls.”
Bring any contributions to our church by Sunday 13 th please.
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Good News for All!
‘Good News’ is a contemporary
outreach newspaper used by
churches and missions to take the
good news about Jesus Christ into
communities across the UK.
Every month, Good News reaches
thousands of readers with true
stories of how God is changing the
lives of those who put their trust in
his Son, Jesus. Using jargon-free
language, it also explains how
everyone can find a personal
relationship with Jesus.
This month’s edition of the
excellent monthly paper ‘Good
News’ (available to read online at
www.goodnews-paper.org.uk/viewlatesteditionspage.htm)
has
several great articles, including the headline article ‘Love in Action’
about the physiotherapist who was inspired by Christ and is devoting
her life to paralysed people in Bangladesh.
Other contributions include:







Finding Real Love - Ex-prostitute now saving prostitutes after
encounter with Jesus
Atheist Turns Theology Professor - Experience of God's love
transformed former atheist
Winter Olympics - We speak to Britain's best ever biathlete
about the faith that impacted his life
Will Smith - Hollywood star says he loves the Lord
Michael Bublé - Crooner uses new app to help his prayer time
Letitia Wright - Death on the Nile actress tells how she found
new life.

Good News… for a change
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Write a Prayer for the URC Prayer Handbook 2023
In 2023, the URC’s Prayer Handbook has the theme ‘Cities of
Sanctuary’ and our new Prayer Handbook Editors invite you to
consider the ways in which the URC is helping the UK become more
welcoming for people forced to flee their homes, whatever the
reason.
How do we in our Church continue to create sanctuaries alongside a
culture of solidarity, inclusivity and welcome? How does the Church
offer sanctuary to all people in everyday life?
Wherever you are, wherever you have been, whatever the journey
which moves you to write, we would love to hear from you.
You are invited to write as you would pray – no special words or
format is needed – to allow us the privilege of sharing your prayers
with others in the URC and beyond.
You can submit a maximum of four prayers to be considered, which
must be your own, original work for which you have
copyright. Materials you have written for local church use, or prayers
for private or corporate use can also be submitted for consideration.
While the prayers can draw on any relevant and topical theme, avoid
direct reference to specific/immediate events which may cause the
prayers to become quickly dated.
You don’t have to fit your prayers to the Lectionary, but if you wish to
do so, please indicate what week or readings you have used.
To help with formatting, prayers should be a maximum length of 25
lines, each line having no more than 60 characters including spaces
and punctuation. Please give each prayer a title.
The editors cannot guarantee that every prayer will be included in
the final handbook. The deadline for submissions is 26th
February, and you will be informed by late March whether your
prayer(s) will be included.
Please submit your prayers by email to phb@urc.org.uk - and for
more information, please visit :
urc.org.uk/write-a-prayer-for-the-urc-prayer-handbook-2023/
26
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Winter Prayer & News
(January 2022)

School Pastors
The following is a quote from a Safeguarding Officer in one of the
schools in which we serve:
“School pastors allow our students the time and space, empathy and
compassion to speak about adverse childhood experiences. By
doing this the school pastors team are able to offer time to young
people to support them to talk through their thoughts, feelings and
apprehensions, something that is not necessarily possible in a
pastoral role in schools.”
Give thanks to our wonderful God, Who is empowering the
wonderful Volunteers to make such a difference in people’s lives.
Please pray for:


patrols and mentoring in Carisbrooke College, Medina
College and Ryde Academy



all School Pastors, and those in training



the possibility of patrols at The Bay C of E Secondary
School, for which we will need more Volunteers

Street Pastors
“Another young lady came up to talk to us about her experiences
with Street Pastors and told us how appreciative she is.”
This report of a conversation in Newport at 00:40 on New Year’s
Day, in the context of a patrol on which 5 pairs of flip-flops were
issued, 5 bottles of water given out and 11 bottles and glasses
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picked up for proper disposal, typifies the contribution of Street
Pastors to the night life in Newport and Ryde. Thanks be to God for
the patrols, which can last for over 5 hours, spanning midnight.
Please pray for forthcoming patrols as follows:


Newport – Sat 5th Feb, Sat 19th Feb, Fri 25th Feb, Sat 5th Mar,
Sat 19th Mar and Fri 1st April



Ryde – Fri 25th Feb and Fri 8th Apr

They would love to do more patrolling in Newport and Ryde, and to
patrol in other towns with significant nightlife. Please pray for more
Volunteers!
Please pray for the recently submitted bids for funding, giving
thanks for all who help through regular giving and one-off
donations.

Prayer Pastors
Prayer Pastors are the backbone of the work, ensuring that every
patrol and mentoring session is supported in Jesus’ name. This can
be done at home, or at the patrol “base”. Will you join the team?

Meet the Team
There is over forty wonderful volunteers. In Andrew, Sally and
Suzanne we employ two lovely part time coordinators and a lovely
part time administrator. Bob, Emma, Georgie, Kevin, Ian and Tracey
make up an ecumenical Board of Trustees, but they’re praying that
God will add new gifts to the gang!

Coming Soon
Save the Date:
A big get-together is being planned for

Saturday 7th May at Newport Minster
***
Do speak to Suzanne McCaffery, the administrator, who is a
member of our church, if you’d like more information or would like to
explore helping in some way – suzanne@iowstreetpastors.org.uk
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Towards Thy Kingdom Come …
Continuing the series of daily
devotions used during the global
prayer initiative “Thy Kingdom
Come”…
These were delivered through a
voice recording, try to imagine as
you read them that you are listening
and responding …… the overall
purpose is to ask God to empower us to become effective witnesses
for Jesus each day.
P, pausing to be still …
R, rejoicing with a Psalm and reflecting on the early church …
A, asking God to help us and others …
Y, yielding to His will in our lives, come what may…
8. Adore (Izwe Nkosi)
As I enter prayer now, I pause to be still… to breath slowly… to
recentre my scattered senses upon the presence of God …

Creator God, who formed humanity from dust,
breath in me again, revive me and sanctify me by
the power of Your Spirit. Set my heart on fire with
the Good News of Your Gospel
I choose to rejoice in God’s loving attention today, joining with the
ancient praise of all God’s people in the words of the 103rd Psalm:
“Let all that I am praise the LORD;
with my whole heart, I will praise his holy name.
Let all that I am praise the LORD;
may I never forget the good things he does for me.
He forgives all my sins
and heals all my diseases”
(Psalm 103: 1-3 (NLT))
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Today I am reflecting on a moment directly after Jesus’ ascension
into heaven, joining with the Disciples as they react to the incredible
sight that they have just witnessed.
“They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. ‘Men of
Galilee,’ they said, ‘why do you stand here looking into the sky? This
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.’
Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the
Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. When they
arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying.
Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and
Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. They all joined together
constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of
Jesus, and with his brothers” (Acts 1:10-14 (NIVUK))
I would love to be able to ask the Disciples what they felt as they
watched: right in front of their eyes their Teacher, Leader, Friend and
Saviour, having been resurrected from the dead, now be lifted to the
heavens. Perhaps they were confused; maybe they were excited;
possibly they were afraid …
In the middle of this unforeseen and monumental event, the
Disciples were united in one simple action ~ they lifted their eyes,
gazed into the sky and were unable to look back ~ a “whole body”
reaction to the wonder and awe of the risen Jesus!
When was the last time the wonder of Jesus provoked a whole-body
reaction in me? Is there anything in my life, perhaps fears and
worries, which lowers my eyes and prevents my adoration of the
risen Lord?

Jesus, I let go of those things which prevent me
from adoring You with my whole body, mind and soul.
Lord, I pray for my church community, help us
gather together, physically or virtually, with the
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same expectation ~ that Your Spirit is present with
us.
Spark awe and wonder in our church communities; help
us to lift our eyes upwards in this uncertain landscape
and adore You together, just as the Disciples did.
I name my church leaders and those who help us
worship, fill them afresh with Your Spirit, Lord.
As I return to the passage, I open my ears to hear
Your Word and my heart to yield to Your Will, once
again:
“They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when
suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. ‘Men of
Galilee,’ they said, ‘why do you stand here looking into the sky? This
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come
back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.’
Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount
of Olives, a Sabbath day’s walk from the city. When they arrived, they
went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present
were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas,
Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the
Zealot, and Judas son of James. They all joined together constantly in
prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with
his brothers” (Acts 1:10-14 (NIVUK))
The word adore comes from the Latin word “adorare”, which means to
ask, to pray, to worship. After witnessing the risen Lord and His
ascension, the natural reaction of the Disciples (and us too) is to join
together in adoration of and in constant prayer to God.
After seeing the magnificence of the resurrected Jesus, and witnessing
His ascension, the disciples continue to seek Him on their knees!

Lord of all, I come before You in adoration, no
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matter how I feel or what lies ahead of me today, I
pause now to lift my eyes and my heart as an
offering to You.
And now, as I prepare to take this time of prayer into the coming
day, the Lord who loves me says in the Book of Jeremiah:
“ Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen
to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your
heart..” (Jeremiah 29:12&13 (NIVUK))

Father, help me to live this day to the full, being
true to You in every way. Jesus, help me to give
myself away to others, being kind to everyone I
meet. Spirit, help me to love the lost, proclaiming
Christ in all I do and say. Amen.
All Bible verses quoted are from NLT Copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015
by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale
House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights
reserved or NIVUK (UK): Holy Bible, New International Version®
Anglicised, NIVUK® Copyright © 1979, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
-----ooo----These devotionals are an excellent way to begin to enter God’s
presence and to prepare yourself for the day ahead ~ why not use
them during your quiet time each day?
They were included in a much wider prayer initiative ~ 24/7 Prayer
(Peter Grieg) ~ which provides Bible reflection twice daily (morning
and evening). You can access these through an app, Lectio 365 ~
for more details go to: www.24-7prayer.com/dailydevotional
Next time we will focus on CELEBRATE.
Robin
Used by permission of Thy Kingdom Come
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Our Very Essence
In his Freedom in Christ Daily
Devotionals, Neil Anderson has
recently been looking at how our
Salvation changes our very
essence and how our union with
God is eternal.
As we grow as Christians, we
come to be increasingly submissive to our Lord’s Will for us. We
learn to be active in His service and to stand firm with Him against
the powers of evil. In all these things we experience the Peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding. Let’s delve a little deeper
with Neil …
Robin

A Change In Our Very Essence
“For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.
Live as children of light” (Ephesians 5:8)
Ephesians 2:1-3 describes our nature before we came to Christ:
“You were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of
the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work
in those who are disobedient … and we were by nature
deserving of wrath”
Before we became Christians our very nature was sin, and the result
of our sins was death (separation from God). As such, we served
ourselves and Satan as a matter of course.
But at salvation God changed our very essence; that we may:
“Participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption
in the world caused by evil desires” (2 Peter 1:4)
You are no longer in the flesh; you are in Christ. You had a sinful
nature before your conversion, but now you are a partaker of Christ’s
divine nature. You are neither eternal nor divine, but you are
eternally united with Christ’s divinity. Paul said it this way:
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“For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.
Live as children of light” (Ephesians 5:8)
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:
the old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
In the face of Satan’s accusations that we are no different, we must
believe and live in harmony with the fact that we are eternally
different in Christ.
The New Testament refers to the person you were before you
received Christ as your old self, (old man in the King James
Version). At salvation, your old self, which was motivated to live
independently of God and was therefore characterized by sin, died
(Romans 6:6) and your new self, motivated by your new identity in
Christ and characterized by dependence on God, came to life
(Galatians 2:20).
Your old self had to die to sever your relationship with sin which
dominated it. Being a new person doesn’t mean that you are sinless:
“If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the
truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8)
But since your old self has been crucified and buried with Christ, you
no longer need to sin:
“My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin.
But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father –
Jesus Christ, the Righteous One” (1 John 2:1)
Lord, thank You for the hope that comes from knowing that my
old self is dead and that I am now a new creature in Christ.

***
Totally Alive
“

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by
day” (2 Corinthians 4:16)
You are comprised of at least two major parts: your material self
(outer) and your immaterial self (inner). The outer is your physical
body, and the inner is your soul/spirit. This includes the ability to
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think, to feel and to choose (mind, emotions and will are often
identified as the soul), and also to relate to God (spirit).
Your body is in union with your soul/spirit, and that makes you
physically alive. As a Christian, your soul/spirit is in union with God
as a result of your conversion, and that makes you spiritually alive.
When God created Adam, he was totally alive - physically and
spiritually. But because of Adam's sin and subsequent spiritual
death, every person who comes into the world is born physically
alive but spiritually dead.
Being separated from God, you lacked the presence and wisdom of
God in your life, so you learned to live independently of God,
centring your interests on yourself. This learned independence from
God is characteristic of the flesh (the old nature).
When you were born again, your soul/spirit was united with God and
you came alive spiritually, as alive as Adam was in the garden
before he sinned. Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians repeatedly
declares, you are now in Christ, and Christ is in you. Since Christ
who is in you is eternal, the spiritual life you have received from Him
is eternal. You don't have to wait until you die to get eternal life; you
possess it right now!
Our hope does not lie in the preservation of the outer self. It lies in
the developing nature of the inner self. Our soul is in union with God
and we are being renewed day by day. We will eventually lose our
physical life, but not our spiritual life. Our emphasis should be on
what is eternal, not on what is temporal.
Lord, I won't lose heart over setbacks in my life because my
hope lies in my eternal union with You.
***

Submissive To God’s Will
“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that
he may lift you up in due time” (1 Peter 5:6)
The world system in which we were raised says that unless we
compete, scheme, achieve and strive to get ahead we are nothing.
The Bible teaches that we are something, and to therefore be
36

submissive. Peter said:
“You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of
him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of
God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have
received mercy” (1 Peter 2:9&10)
Only after that affirmation of us being the people of God does Peter
speak of submission:
“Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human
authority” (1 Peter 2:13)
Submission is not a dirty word; it is a liberating word. We are all
under God's protective authority, and we can only be free if we seek
it and submit to it. Coming under authority is your protection. Living
free is your opportunity to be all that God created you to be.
There are two types of people who will never live up to their potential
in Christ: those who can't do what they are told to do and those who
won't do anything unless they are told to. Don't wait to be told what
you are already free to do. Step out in faith and live up to your
potential in Christ.
You can bring light into a dark world if you will allow Christ to shine
through you. You don't need a greater position; bloom where you are
planted. Stop waiting for the big opportunity and seize the one you
have. Someone in your world of influence desperately needs what
Christ can do through you!
Lord, forgive me for my rebellious spirit. Teach me to be
submissive to your Will and to those who You have appointed
in authority
***

The Christian's Magna Carta
“Finally, be strong in
power.” (Ephesians 6:10)

the

Lord,

and

in

his

mighty

The Christian's Magna Charta of protection from Satan and his evil
power is found in Ephesians 6:10-18. The first thing evident in this
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passage about receiving God's protection is that our role is not
passive. God requires us to be active participants in the spiritual
defence that He has provided for us. Notice how often we are
commanded to take an active role:
“

Finally be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on
the full armour of God, so that you can take your stand against
the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against
the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put on the full armour of
God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to
stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to
stand.” (Ephesians 6:10-13)
(see The Amour of God Freedom articles in the September &
October 2021 Links)
You may be wondering, “If my position in Christ is secure and my
protection is found in Him, why do I have to get actively involved?
Can’t I just rest in Him and let Him protect me?” That’s like a soldier
saying, “Our country is a major military power. We have the most
advanced tanks, planes, missiles and ships in the world. Why should
I bother with wearing a helmet, standing guard or learning how to
shoot a gun? It’s much more comfortable to stay in camp while the
tanks and planes fight the war." When the enemy troops infiltrate,
guess who will be one of the first soldiers to get picked off!
God, our ‘commanding officer’ has provided everything we need to
secure victory over the evil forces of darkness. But He says, “I’ve
prepared a winning strategy and designed effective weapons. But if
you don’t do your part by staying on active duty, you’re likely to
become a casualty.” You can’t expect God to protect you from
demonic influences if you don’t take an active part in His prepared
strategy.
Lord, I choose to be strong in You today and actively stand in
the strength of You might.
***

The Peace Of God
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“

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you
as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not
be afraid”
(John 14:27)
Peace on earth ~ that's what everybody wants! But nobody can
guarantee external peace because nobody can control other people
or circumstances. Nations sign and break peace treaties with
frightening regularity. Couples lament that there would be peace in
their home "if only he/she would shape up." No one can guarantee
peace at home or on the job site. However, we should always strive
to be peacemakers.
Jesus said:
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of
God” (Matthew 5:9)
Paul instructed:
“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with
everyone” (Romans 12:18)
But let's face it, peace with others isn't always possible, because
peace doesn't just depend on us.
Peace on earth is what we want;
Peace with God is what we have;
The Peace of God is what we need.
Peace with God is something you already have:
“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1)
It's not something you strive for it's something you received when you
were born again. The Prince of Peace reconciled you to God by
shedding His own blood.
The Peace of God is something you need to appropriate daily in your
inner world in the midst of the storms which rage in the external world
(see John 14:27 above). There are a lot of things that can disrupt
your external world because you can't control all your circumstances
and relationships. But you can control the inner world of your
thoughts by allowing the peace of Christ to rule in your heart daily.
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“

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members
of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. Let the
message of Christ dwell among you richly” (Colossians 3:15/16)
There may be chaos all around you, but God is bigger than any
storm. I keep a little plaque on my desk, which reminds me "Nothing
will happen to me today that God and I cannot resolve."
The peace of Christ will rule in your heart when you "let the message
of Christ dwell among you richly", that is the Word of God. And when
you turn to Him in prayer,
“The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians
4:7)
Prince of Peace, rule in my heart today. Give me Your peace
and make me a peacemaker in all my relationships.
Neil Anderson
Freedom in Christ Ministries
Used by permission
All Bible verses quoted are from the NIVUK (UK): Holy Bible, New
International Version® Anglicised, NIVUK® Copyright © 1979, 1984,
2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide.
Our Creator God is worthy of all honour and glory …
… how marvellous to know that He is right alongside us in all we do
in His service and that He has given us everything we need to
succeed!
In the words of a song we sang recently, He is …
Way Maker, Miracle Worker, Promise Keeper,
Light in the darkness
My God, that is who You are
Sinach I Michael Smith I Leeland © Integrity Music o/b/o Integrity
Music Europe Reproduced under licence CCLI number 40715
Thank You that because of the life, death and resurrection of
Your Son, the Lord Jesus, I have been saved, I am Your child,
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and You are my Father: I am a new creation in Christ. Thank
You that in every situation you are with us. Help us to step out
in faith daily as we seek to do Your Will.
I find these devotionals very useful in my walk with Christ. If you
would like to receive them (free of charge) simply register at the
Freedom In Christ website: https://www.ficm.org.uk/
Just ask me if you need help!
Robin

Care Prayer Diary (Jan – April 2022)
The latest edition of this
excellent resource is now
available at this back of the
Church.
Do you ever feel at a loss as
to how to pray into complex
situations in our own country,
let alone in the world at large?
Do take one of these small
booklets (at the back of the
Church or available online at
care.org.uk/prayer),
where
you will find a prayer to be
read each day, with a different
topic each week on a wide
sweep of subjects, just to
name a few:






Reflecting on history
Our Fragile World
Praying for our schools
Freedom and Responsibility
Children’s Wellbeing
Redeeming Love
…. And many more relevant and important topics.
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A Shocking Statistic – and Standing with
Oppressed Believers
Open Doors World Watch List for 2022 has just been published –
go to www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/ or do look out for copies at
the back of the Church shortly – and it is very disturbing to see that
there continue to be eleven countries at the top of the list, marked
as red where it is the most dangerous place to be a believer. For as
long as I can remember North Korea was the only country with this
red designation, but in recent years this has changed, with more
believers being persecuted and many in countries that have not
even made into the top 50. For many of our brothers and sisters, it
can even be a matter of life or death following Jesus. Indeed it is
estimated that more than 300 million face persecution worldwide.
What is now concerning is that Afghanistan is now heading up the
list (it was previously No 2). I’m sure we will have all been so deeply
moved by the plight of the Afghan people with the takeover by the
Taliban and for believers it will be an even more perilous situation.
The lead article in the new Voice
magazine
from
Release
International (Jan – Mar 2022:
available to read online at
releaseinternational.org/resources/
magazines/) is focussing on this
crisis and below are some helpful
extracts in knowing how to pray and
what is happening ‘on the ground’:
The tumultuous events of the past
few months have changed the
shape of Afghan society and the
future of its people – possibly for
decades to come. But what does it
mean for the tiny underground
church which was already suffering
persecution?
We know that even before the resurgence of the terrorist group
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Christians were underground, there were no church buildings and
believers were able to gather only in relatively small numbers.
The former authorities may not have been as vehemently antiChristian as the Taliban, but believers faced persecution from their
Muslim relatives for whom conversion was, and remains, an act of
betrayal of the family and their faith.
As the father of a family who had come to faith previously told our
partner, before the Taliban seized power: ‘I got beaten up my uncle
and brother who were angry about my new faith in Jesus. They are
still bothering me, and my children who are afraid to go to school at
the moment.’ Yet the family remains true: ‘I found the truth, and He
(Jesus) found me.’
In a recent conversation, the family sounded sad. ‘We don’t even
have bread to eat. Thank you for listening to our heart cry and for
standing with us in hard times.’ Now, however Christians from a
Muslim background face increased pressure from both their families
and the Taliban.
One woman told our partner: ‘We in our family all follow Jesus. We
had Christian books, and my father always had a Bible with him. We
are all in hiding”
Release International are partnering with ministries that are reaching
out to believers both in Afghanistan and those who have fled to
neighbouring countries though broadcasts and other material.
As Release’s CEO, Paul Robinson says:
The one good thing we can say about this is that the underground
church is increasing well-equipped to weather the storm. The
church is invisible and has already learned how to operate in secret.’
- and despite oppression, the tiny church is growing. In the year
2000 there were just a few dozen believers: by 2021 there were
understood to be several thousand, mostly from the younger
generation.
And it is not just numbers that offers hope for the Church – but the
commitment of its numbers.
The following comments were by a young man who had contacted a
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Christian broadcasting ministry:
‘Things will get better, and I will serve the Lord more than before, I
had to move location after the place where I stayed was broken into,
but I don’t plan to leave Afghanistan. There are many people in the
West to talk to about Jesus, but here there are few. I want to stay
here and serve God.’
Some weeks later he said, ‘Now, more than before, people are open
to hear about Jesus. I have shared with six or seven people
recently.
The Afghan church may be facing its toughest challenge yet - but
God continues to work in and through it. As our partner concluded:
“The pressure is increasing but so is the harvest. Jesus is right
there building His church.”
Please pray for the secret believers in Afghanistan, please give if
you are able to Release for this vital ministry, please take a copy of
the magazine to read more about
the courage of the Afghan secret
church and also in the magazine
their annual focus on persecution
trends (page 10), so helpful to
prompt and inform our prayers.
Also available is the Open Doors
Magazine and Prayer Diary for
Jan/Feb 2022 with a very inspiring
testimony of Bae (not her real
name) who chose to return to North
Korea - such amazing courage.
These resources are available at
the back of the Church or online – if
you would like to know more, do
please ask me
Blessings in Jesus name
Jane H
(sources: Release International and Open Doors)
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Encouraging Times
Just a note to say how good it has been to be part of the
Sunday afternoon gatherings in different Churches and
fellowships in The Bay.
Sharing worship together has been enriching and also in
praying for God’s purposes to be accomplished, that we
might be a positive and vibrant witness in this part of the
Island where God has placed us. There are so many in our
community who we long to reach out to and may this be
just the start of equipping His Body together in The Bay. It
has also been good to meet new brothers and sisters in the
Lord and sense a desire to be working together in the work
in God’s Kingdom. Don’t miss out on these important
times.
Also to say that Bible Bite (Tuesdays at 14.00 in the
Church) have been such precious times of getting into
God’s Word – with our Minister, Brian, sharing from the
book of Acts at present – very inspiring. These talks are
available to watch on our YouTube channel, available as
MP3 podcasts on our website – or even as a CD (available
from the sound desk in church).
In spite of Covid, it has always felt that the Church is a
‘safe place to be and although the lunches have not been
able to start again as yet, the spiritual food is so well worth
coming for!
God has so been blessing us as a Church in so many ways
and we do so look forward to when we are all together
again – we are family in the Lord and these times are so
uplifting and strengthening.
Lastly to say, thank you dear Lord for watching over Your
work in our midst and building Your Church – we are so in
awe of You, as we often sing.
Blessings, dear Church family, Jane H.
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on our Christian Brothers and Sisters being
persecuted for their faith
How you are coming to the aid of Christian
refugees around the world
Of the millions of people around the world who were forcibly
displaced in 2021, tens of thousands of them are Christians who’ve
fled violence, war, and even their own families and communities. But
thanks to your prayers and support, Open Doors partners are
helping courageous refugees who are making enormous sacrifices
because they love Jesus.
For persecuted believers, leaving their home often means also
leaving their family, friends, community and livelihoods behind. But
God goes with them. And, thanks to your prayers and support, Open
Doors partners are there too, helping courageous refugees who are
making enormous sacrifices because they love Jesus. That might be
at safe houses, like the ones in China welcoming North Korean
refugees, or it might be in countries neighbouring those where
Christians face the most extreme persecution.
North Korea: “Safehouses showed me the love of humanity”
Timothy*, a North Korean refugee who has since settled in the UK,
came across a safe house run by Open Doors fieldworkers in China
when he escaped North Korea the first time: “When I entered [the
safe house] and saw the first person who offered me food, shelter
and water, it showed me the love of humanity. They did not ask me
anything. The love, it came unconditionally. And that humanity and
love and beauty – where does it come from? This is from our God.
My message is that the safe house was there and has to be there
today and it has to be there even tomorrow.”
Many Afghan Christians fled to neighbouring countries after the
Taliban took control of Afghanistan in September 2021 – and, thanks
to you, Open Doors partners like Hamad* are waiting to receive
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them with essential practical and spiritual support. “As Christians, we
don’t reject refugee people,” says Hamad. “We accept and serve
them.”
Cameroon: “I need God to stay with me in every situation”
In sub-Saharan Africa, meanwhile, tens of thousands of believers
are having to live in refugee camps – displaced from their homes
because of conflict and violence. Open Doors partners are providing
crucial aid. “We want to ask you to continue to pray,” says
Sulieman*, an Open Doors director in West Africa. “Believers in the
refugee camps are struggling for food.”
Fadi Zara is a young woman from Cameroon who has had to flee
many times because of ongoing violent attacks by Islamic
extremists. Particularly for women, being displaced brings increased
vulnerability. Tragically, Fadi’s younger sister – just 14 years old at
the time – was taken by Boko Haram in 2015. Fadi has not heard
from her since. Not long afterwards, her mother died from the
shock.
And yet, despite these tragedies, she still turns to Jesus in worship
and adoration. She is still far from home, living as a refugee in
another town – but now she knows she is not alone. Open Doors
partners are able to give her much-needed emergency aid. “All these
things, I am surprised for getting these things in my life today,” Fadi
says. “I am very, very happy. I need God to stay with me in every
situation, to work His wonderful power in my life.”
Across the world, Christian refugees receive vital aid, and know that
they aren’t abandoned – thanks to your gifts and prayers. *Names
changed for security reasons
Please Pray
Father God, we lift up our global church family who have had to flee
their homes and countries because of their faith. You, who fled
persecution as the infant Jesus, know what Your children suffer.
Draw near to them, provide for their needs, and show them the
richness of Your mercy and love. Equip Open Doors partners who
serve refugees to be Your hands and feet. Amen.
Source: Open Doors - used by permission
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World Watch List 2022
The World Watch List is Open Doors’
annual ranking of the 50 countries where
Christians face the most extreme
persecution. Explore the country profiles to
find information, stories and prayers for
each of the countries, along with ways that
you can stand with your persecuted church
family in prayer and action.
For the first time since 2002, North Korea is
no longer the most dangerous place to be a
Christian - it’s Afghanistan.
North Korea dropped to number two on the World Watch List
Persecution of Christians has reached the highest levels since the
World Watch List began nearly 30 years ago. Since 2002, North
Korea has been the most dangerous country in the world to be a
Christian. This year it recorded its highest ever score – yet dropped
to number two, with Afghanistan taking its place. Why is this?
Imagine that, as a Christian seeking to follow Jesus, you are
regarded as evil, a betrayer, dangerous, hostile, even a terrorist.
For North Korean Christians, such associations are not unusual. To
the country’s authoritarian regime, Christianity is seen as a
dangerous foreign religion that must be fought against.
Consequently, according to the country’s social classification
system songbun – which categorises citizens as ‘core’, ‘wavering’ or
‘hostile’ – Christians and their descendants are regarded as hostile.
It’s a hostility so extreme that, if discovered, Christians and their
families are deported to labour camps as political criminals or killed
on the spot. Gathering with other Christians is therefore almost
impossible and must only be attempted in utmost secrecy. This
extends to parents not telling their children about Jesus, at least not
overtly, which demonstrates just how dangerous it is to be a
Christian in North Korea.
It’s been this way for years and it perhaps seems improbable that life
for Christians could get any worse. And yet it has, according to
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the latest World Watch List. Why is this?
A key factor is a new ‘anti-reactionary thought law’. This involves
stronger control of the import and distribution of information and
materials from outside the country, as well as tighter oversight of the
outflow of internal information. What this means in practice includes
a ban on ‘foreign published materials’, including the Bible, and
tougher restrictions on foreign radio broadcasts. The introduction of
this law coincides with an increase in the number of Christians
arrested and number of house churches closed. There has also
been a rise in reported incidents of violence against believers.
Taliban takeover makes Afghanistan the most dangerous
country to be a Christian
Despite worsening persecution, North Korea has still dropped to
number two in the World Watch List. This in itself reveals what the
Taliban’s recent takeover of Afghanistan – which is number one on
the list for the first time – means for the country’s tiny pocket of
Christians.
When the Taliban advanced across Afghanistan last year,
culminating in the capture of Kabul on 15th August, many Afghans
fled the country, and there was wide expectation that freedoms
would be swiftly curtailed.
However, for Christians, there were basically no freedoms to lose:
Afghanistan had been number two on the Open Doors World Watch
List for several years. This is because it is impossible to live openly
as a Christian in in the country. Leaving Islam is considered
shameful, and Christian converts face dire consequences if their
new faith is discovered. Either they have to flee the country or they
will be killed.
The Taliban’s seizure of power makes the risk of discovery even
greater. The Taliban controls every aspect of government, which
extends to owning documentation – including paperwork from
international troops – that may help identify Christians.
Since the takeover, many Christians have either tried to leave the
country or relocate within the country – if escape is even possible.
Consequently, many house churches have closed and Christians
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have been forced to leave behind everything they own.
“Some of us have been killed,” shares a secret believer. “Some have
been kidnapped, some have disappeared.” Another secret believer
adds, “It’s just not an option to follow Jesus in public.”
These factors do not imply that every Christian in Afghanistan is
fleeing the country, nor that church life in the country is impossible –
but it’s certainly harder than it’s ever been and it may yet get worse.
“We will make sure the world hears the gospel through every breath
we take,” shares a craftsman who has bravely decided to remain in
the country. “And we know you will help us by living the gospel,
using your freedom and sharing Jesus. Please continue to stand
with us.”
How does Open Doors create the World Watch List?
Every year, Open Doors research teams create the World Watch
List: a list of the countries where Christians face the most severe
persecution, ranked from the most extreme. It’s a unique, in-depth
record of the places where Christians are following Jesus no matter
the cost, and research has been gathered and analysed annually
since 1992
What does the Watch List booklet include?
It includes:


Detailed information and specific prayer points for each of the 50
countries



Inspirational stories and testimonies from persecuted Christians



Information on key global trends in the persecution of Christians



Powerful photos and quotes



Written prayers, Bible verses and Top 50 bookmark



Removable World Watch List map

How to order a free copy
Go to the Open Doors UK website www.opendoorsuk.org/products/
product/wwl22-top-50
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The (annual) Christmas Trivia Quiz - answers
1. As thanks for the UK’s help 11. Joyeux Noël
during WW2
12. An angel gets its wings
2. King William I
13. Germany
3. Psalm 98
14. Take part in a census
4. 12
15. Lamb mince
5. Tiny tots
16. White Christmas
6. 5
17. Before the UK
7. 8
18. 1843 (in London)
8. 359
19. Canada in 1898
9. His nose
20. Mistletoe
10. Turkey

Last Issue’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Michael Schumacher
1987
Tirana
Gaul
Queen Mary II
National Gallery, London

7. 24th March 1966
8. Leo Tolstoy
9. Protactinium
10. Shepherd Neame
(in Faversham, Kent)

Connection Quiz Answers
1. Mosquito.
2. House of Lancaster.
3. Last Tango in Halifax.
4. Sunderland.
5. Connection: They are all aircraft flown by the RAF during
WW2.
6. The cover photo is of: Église Saint-Samson d'Ouistreham in
Normandie, France
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The Puzzle Pages

4

8

Sudoku

3

3

3

9
2

To solve it you need to fill
the grid so that every
column, every row and
every 3 x 3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9.
2

9
7

A numerical
placement puzzle!

1

5

8

3

1

7

2

6

9
1

9

2

8

6

2
5

4

2

6

5

4

8

6

1
7

7
7

8
9
13

14

10
9

11

15

16

16

17
21

22

13

18

19

18
23

24

28

23
26
29

20

17
18

27

12

23

31

25

26
24

29

32

33

34

35

52

30

Last month’s sudoku - how did you do?
7

1

9

6

4

5

2

8

3

8

3

4

1

2

7

5

6

9

2

6

5

9

8

3

7

1

4

1

7

2

5

3

4

6

9

8

3

9

8

2

6

1

4

5

7

31 Train - London to Europe (8)
33 Domestic pet (3)
34 - Mabuse, Strictly dancer (3)
35 Normandy Island (4 2 6)

Down

1 1992 Olympic city (9)
4 5 6 7 9 8 3 2 1 2 County town of Somerset (7)
5 8 7 4 1 2 9 3 6 3 Type of pencil (2)
6 2 3 8 7 9 1 4 5 4 The Thames has one near
Woolwich (7)
9 4 1 3 5 6 8 7 2
5 - Street, Shanklin or London (6)
Across
6 Statue in Piccadilly Circus (4)
1 Aquae Sulis as it’s known today 7 A strong desire (4)
(4)
10 Internet code for Rwanda (2)
4 SW French wine city (8)
11 Mobile phone company (2)
8 Won Eurovision in 1974 (4)
12 Scottish river (4)
9 (& 24 across) Real name of
14 Make a choice (3)
Tintin author (7)
19 We breathe it (3)
13 Anglo French supersonic
20 SW England city on R Avon (7)
passenger aircraft (8)
22 French anti-ship missile (6)
15 Sooty’s friend (5)
23 Species of freshwater and
16 3.142 (2)
17 Chemical symbol for Tellurium marine fish (5)
25 A particular period of time (5)
(2)
26 City of Love (5)
18 Tall chest of drawers (7)
21 Normandy river, flows through 28 ‘Fiddling’ Roman Emperor (4)
Caen (4)
30 Have food (3)
24 see 9 across (4)
32 Bacterial infection initials (3)
27 Hampshire town - or HS748 (7) 33 A type of x-ray scan initials (2)
29 Water at the beach (3)
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Can You Guess The Year?


Donald Campbell was killed in a crash on Coniston Water.



The film Carry On Follow That Camel was released in the UK.



The United Kingdom decided to apply for EEC membership.



And UK No. 1s included:
The Monkees with ‘I’m a Believer’
Engelbert Humperdinck with ‘The Last Waltz’
The Beatles with ‘All You Need is Love’
The Bee Gees with ‘Massachusetts’

Answer next issue

This Issue’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Questions
1. Who won the men’s FIFA World Cup in 1998?
2. In what year was Shanklin Station on the IoW opened?
3. What is the capital of Croatia?
4. What did the Romans call St Albans?
5. Who was King Henry VII’s wife?
6. In which art museum is The Fighting Temeraire to be found?
7. When was Jeff Wayne’s ‘War of the Worlds’ released in the UK?
8. Who wrote the book ‘Anna Karenina’?
9. On the periodic table, which element is Ta?
10.In which European country would you find Keukenhof gardens?
Answers next issue

Please note that the deadline for contributions for
the next magazine is:

Sunday 20th February
Contributions can be emailed at anytime up to the deadline day to
the editor at:

surc.thelink@btinternet.com
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Last Issue’s Solutions
- Guess the year: it was 1991
- Last issue’s crossword 
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Sunday Service
Morning 10:30

Morning Worship in church
Broadcast live on YouTube



Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of each month



All Age service on last Sunday of each month

Weekday Activities
Monday 10:00

Prayer for Israel on the Church Zoom

Tuesday 14:00
19:30

Bible Bite ministry in church
Broadcast live on YouTube
Prayer Meeting on Zoom

10:00

CatURpillars

Friday

Saturday 10:30

Coffee Morning on Zoom
– a chance to catch up and have a chat

Details of any other services/activities that we hold will be
posted:
inside the church
 on our Facebook page
 and on our website


Minister:



Day off:

Rev Brian Harley
10 Dracaena Gardens, Shanklin PO37 7JQ
01983 862485
brianharley58@gmail.com
Monday

Secretary: Robin Wightman
 robinwightman@aol.com

Shanklin URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance
www.shanklinurc.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1130459
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