The Link - March 2022

A Sabbath of Prayer
As part of our preparations to celebrate the death and resurrection of
the Lord we are planning a special prayer event in Lent. This is
based on the Jewish Sabbath and comprises a 24-hour period from
sundown on Friday through to the same point on the Saturday –
when the Sabbath ends.
At this time of year, it is around 18:00 so we are proposing we start
and end then. This will be a dedicated time that we set apart for the
Lord and we encourage you to try and keep your diary clear so you
can devote that time to him. We need to create space to develop our
relationship with God and allow the Holy Spirit to speak to us
individually and as a worshipping community.
We are not proposing any formal prayer meetings as such, but we
will meet for prayer and worship at three points in the period and
give time and space for people to be in the building together but
mostly in our own space with God. We plan to have some materials
available to write things up, to paint or draw as we feel led, so as to
record and share things.
The proposed timetable is opposite. The Elders will be working with
me on the details in the coming weeks and we invite your comments
and suggestions, for we want this to be as helpful as possible for
everyone. With that in mind, we intend to live stream the devotional
slots so those not able to be in the building can join in. Look out for
the special YouTube link as this will not be in the public domain.
Please be praying in preparation..
Blessings,

.
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A Sabbath of Prayer...
From: 18:00 on Friday 18th March
to

18:00 on Saturday 19th March

24 hours dedicated to God
Times when the church will be open:
Friday

19:00 – 21:00

Saturday

10:00 – 12:00
15:00 – 17:00

Devotions and Sung Worship:
Each open time will begin with 20 - 30 minutes together at 19:00 Friday, 10:00 and 15:00 Saturday. These times
will be live streamed to a dedicated YouTube space.
Details will be available from Robin nearer the time.
Please pick up a leaflet about this Sabbath of Prayer and
do join us in seeking God together.
We really need God’s direction and help as we step
forward into a new season – so let’s listen carefully and
prayerfully to what the Spirit is saying to the church....
You may like to consider fasting for all or part of the time.
Please pray that this will be a really fruitful time spent with
the Lord.
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Tuesday Prayer at 19:30
This is still being held via Zoom using the same
account as for other activities and groups :
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3242665584?
pwd=ZTlXZzBLWnkrWTNBY2JBK1o0K2ZXdz09
Meeting ID:
Password:

324 266 5584
936536.

These have been really encouraging and powerful times.
Do please join us if you are able – you can even ring in from an
ordinary phone, which is a normal landline charge; please dial:
02034 815240. Details are also in the weekly News Sheet
***
Do continue to use our Prayer
important issues that need prayer.

Chain

if there are urgent and

Phone Hazel on 865181 or Jean on 863850 - and do please
consider joining if you are mostly around at home. It is very
important to be able to mobilise an army of prayer warriors at short
notice.
***

Prayer for Israel
Is held each Monday from 10:00 - 11:00
using the church Zoom.
Please contact Roy & Melodie if you
would be interested in joining:
 866912 or
email melodieroywilson@gmail.com
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Live Streaming of Services & Bible Bite
If you are unable to get along to services, we are continuing to live
stream services on YouTube – details are on our website.

Sundays at 10:30 – Morning Worship
- with Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the month. Do have
some bread & wine or juice ready if you want to join in.
- All Age services are planned for the last Sunday of each month.

Tuesday Bible Bite - weekly meetings at 14:00...
Brian continues to explore the Book of Acts, with Jonathan Snell
speaking on the 15th.
If you find Sunday mornings a bit busy, you may prefer to come on a
Tuesday when there is plenty of space to spread out and keep safe.
If you have not yet subscribed to our YouTube channel why not do it
now so you can access videos more easily - pass the word around
so many people can view our services and benefit from the teaching.
www.youtube.com/channel/UCTVZC5bVShoTd9glquGtxHw

Connection Quiz
1. Which former Newsround presenter now presents Countryfile?
2. Who was UK Prime Minister from 2007 - 2010?
3. Who led an ill-fated expedition to the
Antarctic, dying there in 1912?
4. Who is famous for the words, “You’re fired!”?
5. So, what is the connection between the
answers to questions 1 - 4?
6. And… where was the cover photo taken (hint:
it was on the IoW)
Answers are on page 43
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Please Can You Help Us?
Can you believe that it is six years since we last
held Safeguarding training at the church?
On that occasion we had over thirty people in attendance.
You have probably seen the notices about the forthcoming
training on 26th March and it would be great if we could beat
the previous total!
We’ve had lots of new guidance from General Assembly (GA) and
Synod and they are asking that all church attendees (not just
members) try to get themselves familiarised with the latest
information about this important topic. We know that it can sound a
bit “technical” and maybe not very relevant for everybody, but neither
is true. Essentially it’s about every one of us “loving our neighbour”
by recognising when something is wrong and knowing what to do.
More especially GA are saying that for everybody who carries-out a
role within the church family where they are dealing with others on
behalf of the church, or where they might interact with people in the
building, there will be an expectation to “receive training”. The details
of this are yet to be explained but if you are performing such a role at
the moment, or could be in the future, our upcoming event would go
a long way to meeting this requirement.
If you want to know more please feel free to contact Dave White.
Please do try to come along on the 26th. Thank you

The Elders

We will be providing tea and
coffee during session breaks,
but please do bring your own
lunch
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Church AGM
Thursday 24th March
@ 19:30
Our January meeting was cancelled, but the AGM will go
ahead, viruses permitting.
Watch out for the ‘AGM Special Edition’ of The Link containing the
annual reports.
The meeting will be in the church building from 19:30 and is open to
all members and those who regularly worship with us.
Please do make a note in your diary and come along as we seek
together God’s will for us and elect Elders for the coming year.
You will be able to join us via a Zoom connection, please let Robin
know if you would like to and, nearer the time, he will let you have
details of the link to follow.

Christians Working Together in The Bay
There are now weekly afternoon services at 16:00 to worship and
pray together.
The venues for March are:
6th

Church of the Good Shepherd, Sandown Road, Lake

13

th

Sacred Heart Church, Atherley Road, Shanklin

20

th

Christ Church, Broadway, Sandown

27

th

St Blasius Church, Church Road, Shanklin

Do come along and share in these if you can. It is a blessing to grow
together in unity.
Please be praying about future plans and do look out for details of
shared activities over Easter and for the Queen’s Jubilee in June.
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Continuing in the Book of Acts
In Acts 1 and 2 we see the Birth of the Church of Jesus Christ and
now we begin to see the ‘ekklesia’ ~ a Greek word mentioned 20
times from here on! This is a gathering of those who have been
summoned, the first representation of the whole body of Christians
scattered throughout the earth.
As Jesus had promised them, at Pentecost they were baptised with
the Holy Spirit; Luke records this as a ‘filling’ and Peter speaks of the
Holy Spirit being ‘poured out’ ~ they experienced an overflowing of
the Spirit and when asked, Peter tells the crowd:
‘Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God and be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.
Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit’ (Acts 2: 38)

Acts 2: 42-47 The Believers Form a Community
In this short passage, we see a beautiful cameo of that first Christian
community. This small group were conspicuous in Jerusalem
enjoying the favour of the people (which will soon change).
Luke is giving us a portrait of what ‘church’ could look like ~a model
of Christian discipleship, following closely the life of our Lord. It is
best seen as a ‘goal’ to which we should aspire, rather than a
‘blueprint’ for our fellowship.
The book Holy Habits by Andrew Roberts uses this passage to
draw out 10 things that stand out about early church life and
suggests that these are the key characteristics of a healthy church,
which perhaps some need to rediscover today!


Bible Teaching



Fellowship



Breaking Bread



Prayer



Sharing Resources



Serving



Eating Together
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Gladness & Generosity



Worship



Making More Disciples

The words devoted and together shine out from the passage and it
does seem close to perfect and quite different from our modern
complex society. They, like us, are only human and after this
‘honeymoon period’ tensions and differences begin to arise (more of
that later).
They did not forget their primary calling; yes they were devoted to
one another and the fellowship of believers, but Jesus had called
them to be witnesses:
‘

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’ (Matthew
28:19-20)
We Are Called To Be A Missionary Church!
***

Acts 3: 1-10 Peter Heals a Crippled Beggar
In the first part of the chapter, we are given the details of the healing
which, we will see later, is all about Jesus. Luke records in Chapter 1
that Jesus gave the Apostles ‘instructions through the Holy Spirit’
and here in chapter 3 Peter is once again doing something incredible
in the name of Jesus. This is the first occasion we hear of the
apostles stepping out in ministry …the healing is very much like
those of Jesus in the Gospels; Peter has learnt from his Master!
It happened at 15:00, the time of prayer observed by Jews
The Beautiful Gate is probably describing the eastern entrance to
the temple. In contrast, a beggar is carried in and laid there
Peter and John make eye contact with him. They were looking for an
opportunity, and here it was
Peter cannot give the beggar what he asks for but in the name of
Jesus, he gives him what he needs. He just says, ‘get up and walk’ ~
9
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Jesus’ power was often displayed when He spoke ‘a word’.
Peter is hands-on; he helps the man to get up
Do We Seek Opportunities Out?
Do We See The Unique Needs Of Those We Encounter?
Do We Use Our Hands For Jesus?
As we reach out today in the name of our Lord we must be sensitive;
to really see and hear the needs of others; to listen to the Holy Spirit
and to carry through …whatever gifts (or disabilities) we have, we all
have something to bring. We must be focused on what we have, it is
often those things that God wants us to use for Him!
Jesus Loves Us For Who We Are And, If We Believe, We Can Do
Anything In His Name
What does God want you to do for Him today? Take courage and
ask Him!
***

Acts 3: 11-26 Peter Speaks to the Onlookers
The people are astonished at what has happened and Peter says
‘Not I, but I know the man who did’!
Peter speaks of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, as God did
to Moses before He brought His people out of slavery and the Jews
would have understood the significance; Peter is saying,
Watch Out ~ God Is Doing A New Thing
It is all about Jesus whose name is powerful and lifted higher
through his death and resurrection. Peter explains that he was a
witness to all this and goes on to give Jesus many titles:


‘Jesus of Nazareth’: making it clear who He was and what they
did to Him



‘His Servant’: by His wounds we are healed (Isaiah 53)



‘Holy and Righteous One’: an innocent condemned ~ a murderer
goes free



‘Author of Life’: giver and prince of life, the pioneer and perfecter
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of faith


‘Prophet’: as God foretold to Moses (Deuteronomy 18)

It is a powerful name, not just an add-on at the end of prayers. We
must know Him and believe in Him to experience His power.
Jesus Alone is the Healer
Peter sees an opportunity to drive these truths home, he says,
‘fellow Israelites, yes you did this thing but you can be forgiven’.
By turning to God, repenting and believing in Jesus Christ,
their sin will be wiped away (obliterated, remembered no more)
they will experience times of refreshing (rest, respite, restoration)
God’s Messiah will return (we have a taste now through the Holy
Spirit)
This sums up all that Jesus is and stands for. Peter and John bear
witness to the truth and this is our job today; to witness to what
Jesus has done in our lives and, that through faith in Him (by His
grace)
We Are Restored, Freed and Able to Become the People God
Created Us to Be
No one is beyond our Lord, His forgiveness is for everyone … and
we should remember this as we encounter folk each day.
***

Acts 4: 1-22 Peter and John before the Sanhedrin
What a story this is, the Apostles step out and things begin to
happen. When God acts through His people there are 2 reactions:
some believe and some reject ~ this will always be the case as the
message of the cross presents an enormous challenge. The number
of believers continued to grow but we also see opposition from the
Jewish authorities.
Since the day of Pentecost, the witness of the Apostles had
challenged the Jewish authorities long-held temple traditions ~ and
they want to protect them. They arrest Peter and John whose claim
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that Jesus (whom they thought they had got rid of) was alive and
active must have shaken them to the core, especially when the
evidence was right in front of them!
Before the Sanhedrin, they are asked by what power or name they
are doing these things? (the fact that these things had happened is
not in doubt).
Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, boldly declares the truth:
‘know this, you and all the people of Israel: it is by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from
the dead, that this man stands before you healed’ (v10)
… and rams the point home by quoting Psalm 118:
‘Jesus is the stone you builders rejected, which has become the
cornerstone.’ (v11)
… confirming that
‘Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given to mankind by which we must be saved’ (v12)
Jesus is the Bedrock of the New Thing God is Doing
The authorities are astonished and take note that these men had
been with Jesus, they are silenced by the truth, they cannot deny it
and can only respond with ‘don’t do it again’!
Do People See Something of Jesus in Our Lives Today?
Peter’s response is Christlike, ‘you judge what is right but we cannot
help speaking about what we have seen and heard’
Jesus Cannot Be Silenced
However, the authorities will become increasingly desperate to
silence them...
All Bible verses quoted are from the NIVUK (UK): Holy Bible, New
International Version® Anglicized, NIVUK® Copyright © 1979, 1984,
2011 by Biblica, Inc.®
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Robin (thanks Brian)
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Coming up in March - a Lent Series on Zoom
Dear Friend,
GEAR are hosting a lent series that is open to any
individuals and churches who wish to join us.
Each week there will be worship, Bible Study, discussion
and prayer as we will unpack the aims of GEAR.
Wed 2nd March
Growing Close to Jesus, led by Sally Willett
Wed 10th March
Enthusiastic about the Bible, led by Andy Twilley
Wed 17th March
Alive in the power of the Spirit, led by Paul Stokes
Wed 24th March
Reaching out with the good news, led by Ashley Evans
All from 19:30 - 21:00 on Zoom (*see below)
The sessions (excluding discussion) will be recorded and
made available the next day in case churches wish to use
them.
Sheila Coop
GEAR Secretary
***

*The Zoom Link for these sessions is available from Brian and on
our Facebook Group. It will also be sent out with my Newsheet
email over the weekend of 26th/27th February.
Robin
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When a Nation Prays
This is the title of a book by pastor Peter Simpson, a history
graduate of the University of London and Minister of Penn Free
Methodist Church in Buckinghamshire since 1990.
Between September 3rd 1939 and August 19th 1945 Britain held
twelve national days of prayer. Pastor Simpson poses the following
questions – “What do these occasions of a nationwide turning to
God teach us about the spiritual state of Britain during World
War Two?”


How strong was true Bible-believing Christianity?



What was the effect of the days of prayer on the actual
progress of the war?



What do the events of World War Two teach us about the
providence of God and His control over these affairs of
nations?

Drawing upon local newspaper reports, Pastor Simpson endeavours
to trace the spiritual temperature of Britain during these years of
conflict and to apply the vital lessons to our own day, with the current
situation of Covid-19 also being addressed.
The last chapter is entitled: ‘Britain's Post-War Use of its God
Given Victory’ and quotes the words of the then Bishop of
Chelmsford in April 1945, of Britain:
“If ever a great nation was on the point of supreme and final disaster,
and yet was saved and reinstated, it was ourselves. We have been
saved for a purpose”
Just what was that purpose? If God in His mercy had not saved us
from the tyranny that was seeking to overtake the world and destroy
God’s people - the Jews from the face of the earth - we would not
have been blessed with the great freedoms we have had, and most
supremely to worship God and serve Him.
What has the church done with this precious freedom and our
responsibility to pray for our nation, to guard the sanctity of life, to
keep the flame of faith alive and to believe wholeheartedly in His
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inspired word, the scriptures.
Big questions!
King Solomon was given by God these very challenging words (from
2 Chronicles 7, verses 11 onwards) upon the completion of the
temple of the Lord;
“I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for Myself….
When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain or command
locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people….
If my people who are called by my Name, will humble themselves
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways then I
will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their
land.”
These verses will be, I believe, familiar to many and if ever there
was a time in history when we as God's people needed to be on our
knees for this, our nation, it is now. Throughout history these words
have always been relevant to Gods covenant people and to us, the
Church that has been grafted into the olive tree.
What do we see now as we look around us? Many who are like
sheep without a shepherd - many searching for happiness and
fulfilment in ways that do not satisfy, many whose love for the Lord
has grown cold….. injustice, unrighteousness, broken families……
we could go on.
To whom can we go?
Where does our help come from?
In the words of Psalm 121: “My help comes from the Lord, the
master of heaven and earth…”
In these days of shaking in God's World, to whom can we go?
In the words of Simon Peter (John 6:68-69) to Jesus: “Lord, to
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, We believe
and know that You are the Holy One of God.”
We might not be facing the challenges our nation did in the World
Wars, but we see nations rising against nations, lawlessness in
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many places, increasing persecution of God's people in countless
countries and indifference to and ignorance of the gospel message
and of the consequences of rebellion against our God, the Creator
and Sustainer of life, both in our nation and in the nations. May God
in His mercy hear the cry of the remnant in this land, that we might
again be a nation that honours Him and we might experience an
outpouring of His Spirit upon His true church, that we would be a
beacon of light in a dark world, bringing hope, compassion and
loving kindness to a needy and broken world. May we be such
people - may we again call on the Lord and be like the sons of
Issachar who ‘understood the signs of the times’.
As we sang in Church recently the tremendously stirring worship
song ‘Come, Set Your Rule and Reign’:
Build your Kingdom here,
Let the darkness fear;
Show your Mighty Hand
Heal our streets and land
Set your church on fire,
Win this nation back;
Change the atmosphere
Build your Kingdom here we pray.
Rend Collective,
Copyright © 2011 Thankyou Music
CCL Song Number: 6186078 CCLI 40715
Do ask me if you'd like to see a copy of
‘When a Nation Prays’ and I would be
happy also to give you further details - it is
a very important message for our times.
Yours for the cause of Gods Kingdom,
Jane H
‘When a Nation Prays’ written by Pastor
Peter Simpson and published by him.
© Peter Simpson 2021
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Your Prayer Counts!
Our editor, Christopher, has chosen the nation of Afghanistan for
this month’s FOCUS (see page 40) and it seems appropriate to also
share what is happening to our brothers and sisters there.
To quote Open Doors:
Since the Taliban returned to power in Afghanistan last year, it
has never been more dangerous to be a secret Afghan believer
- and our persecuted church family there are crying out for us
to join them in prayer.
It can be hard to know how to pray, but we serve a mighty God who
hears our prayers and draws near in the darkness. We invite you to
join with the church in Afghanistan as we pray four of God's biblical
names over their people and nation. All names have been changed
for security reasons.
Jehovah Jireh
God our Provider
“And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of
his glory in Christ Jesus.” Philippines 4:19
Many aid organisations and governing bodies have cut their support
in Afghanistan in an attempt to snub the Taliban leadership. But
without foreign aid it's the locals who suffer the most.
Pray for God's wisdom for global policy and decision makers - ask
the Lord to show them how to reach those in need with basic
necessities as they also uphold justice, righteousness and truth
Jehovah Shalom
The God of Peace
“Peace I leave with you: my peace I give you…. Do not let your
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” John 14:27
With Afghans in diaspora, the opportunities for the church all over
the world to come together and welcome them have multiplied.
Today pray for all the church communities reaching out to Afghan
believers, that they will receive the refugees with genuine warmth.
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Pray that the refugees will assimilate well into their new lives, and
that, through the testimony of the church, they will know and accept
Christ’s gift of salvation.
El Roi
The God who Sees
“I keep my eyes always on the Lord. With him at my right hand, I
will not be shaken.” Psalm 16:8
Saad is a secret believer who has decided to remain in Afghanistan
with his wife, Fatimah. On the night the Taliban returned, Fatimah
gave birth to a daughter. “When the Taliban took control, it was
everything we feared,” Saad says. “That night, I felt someone step
into my memories and try to snuff them out, to speak fear to me”.
Today, pray that secret believers in Afghanistan will not let fear of
the Taliban dictate how they live. Ask God to give them courage.
Jehovah Nissi
The Lord is our Banner
“The Lord will fight for you; you need only be still.” Exodus 14:14
Despite their circumstances, secret believers in Afghanistan are still
trusting in the sovereignty of God. Even with the loss of his
livelihood, Sharifullah says, “We will never let hope be silenced…
We will make sure the world hears the gospel through every breath
we take. And we know you will help us by living the gospel, using
your freedom and sharing Jesus with those who have come to your
neighbourhoods. Please continue to stand with us”.
Praise God for the faith of believers in Afghanistan.
May we respond to the plea of God’s children to stand with them.
We still have copies of the January/February Open Doors
magazine and Prayer Diary which gives much more to pray for and
learn about the secret believers in Afghanistan.
They will also continue with regular prayer points and information
about the ongoing situation in this country, sadly now No. 1 on the
World Watch Persecution List.
Do look out for the March/April magazines and Prayer Diaries 18

also we hope to have copies of the World Watch List by then these are still awaited from the distributors.
In closing some great news from the January/February Open Doors
magazine about Myanmar - keep praying!
Over 500 people become Christians
Thank you for your prayers for Myanmar following the military coup
last February. Despite ongoing challenges, the church is seeing God
move in mighty ways.
Open Doors local partners are aware
of 544 people becoming Christians in
the last year, including 50 children
who gave their lives to Jesus during
an event conducted by local partners.
“By partnering with local churches,
we are reaching out to the unreached
children, assuring salvation in their
young age, strengthening their faith,
building good character, and helping
develop a Christ like attitude in their
lives”, says Brother Lwin one of the
partners.
“Amidst the backdrop of intense strife and violence, God is working
mightily!”
Brother Lwin requests prayer for the children, many of whom are
feeling the effects of the war. “Pray for the safety of our children.
Pray for a bright and hopeful future for the children of Myanmar”.
Open
Doors’
magazines
can
be
read
online
at
www.opendoorsuk.org/resources/magazine/ and the prayer diary at
www.opendoorsuk.org/resources/prayer/.
With Love in Jesus and God Bless you and thank you for your
prayers and support of the Persecuted Church.
Jane H on behalf of the Prayer Group
Source: Open Doors
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Towards Thy Kingdom Come …
Continuing the series of daily
devotions used during the global
prayer initiative “Thy Kingdom
Come”…
These were delivered through a
voice recording, try to imagine as you
read them that you are listening and
responding... the overall purpose is to ask God to empower us to
become effective witnesses for Jesus each day.
P, pausing to be still …
R, rejoicing with a Psalm and reflecting on the early church …
A, asking God to help us and others …
Y, yielding to His will in our lives, come what may …

9. Celebrate (Jill Weber)
As I enter prayer now, I pause to be still … to breath slowly …to
recentre my scattered senses upon the presence of God …
Creator God, who formed humanity from dust, breath in me
again, revive me and sanctify me by the power of Your
Spirit. Set my heart on fire with the Good News of Your
Gospel
I choose to rejoice in God’s loving attention today, joining with the
ancient praise of all God’s people in the words of the 9 th Psalm:
“I will give thanks to you, LORD, with all my heart;
I will tell of all your wonderful deeds.
I will be glad and rejoice in you;
I will sing the praises of your name, O Most High”
(Psalm 9: 1-2 (NIV(UK))
Today I am reflecting on the dramatic conclusion to the Book of Luke
“When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his
hands and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them
20

and was taken up into heaven. Then they worshipped him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at
the temple, praising God”
(Luke 24:50-53 (NIVUK))
What a forty days it has been! After the resurrection, Jesus
appeared many times to His disciples, appearing in locked rooms,
showing He still knew where to catch fish, and cooking breakfast on
the beach!
Jesus restored their souls after the trauma of the crucifixion and
recommissioned them to go into all the world and share the good
news of the Kingdom. It all culminates on a dramatic day when, right
in front of their eyes, He is taken up to Heaven. They have much to
celebrate!
God, I have much to celebrate.
You have rescued me from the dominion of darkness and given
me Jesus, inviting me into a way of life that transforms me
and offers transformation to all of those around me.
I now name all of the ways that you have been good to me
………
And I celebrate
God, I pray for all those whose lives are marked by trauma:
Children & Spouses in abusive relationships
Refugees and Victims of war and human trafficking
Jesus, would you reveal Yourself:
to redeem their lives and rescue them
to give them meaning and purpose
and a life with the King in Your Kingdom
Jesus, perhaps You would use me to do it?
In the quiet, I name some of those in need before You now
……….
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As I return to the passage, I imagine myself in the scene, standing by a
palm tree, up the hill from Bethany. The sun is shining, his handed are
stretched out in blessing. What do I see and hear as He blesses me?
How do I feel in the moment when He is taken up into Heaven?
“When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his
hands and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them
and was taken up into heaven. Then they worshipped him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the
temple, praising God”
(Luke 24:50-53 (NIVUK))
Shock and Awe, but not the kind caused by war ~ God’s Kingdom is
established in love, in blessing, in a life laid down ~ the power of God
revealed in one who became obedient to death and who was exalted
to the highest place.
Jesus, I receive Your blessing over my life. I let it sink in. I
receive joy, right down to my core … and I respond in
celebration.
JESUS CHRIST, RISEN KING
Ascended to Heaven and seated at the right hand of the
Father,
I worship you today and always.
And now, as I prepare to take this time of prayer into the coming day,
the Lord who loves me says in Psalm 16:
“Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will
rest secure,
because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead,
nor will you let your faithful one see decay”
(Psalm 16: 8-10 (NIVUK))
Father, help me to live this day to the full, being true to You
in every way. Jesus, help me to give myself away to others,
being kind to everyone I meet. Spirit, help me to love the lost,
proclaiming Christ in all I do and say. Amen.
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All Bible verses quoted are from NIVUK (UK): Holy Bible, New
International Version® Anglicized, NIVUK® Copyright © 1979, 1984,
2011 by Biblica, Inc.®
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
-----ooo----These devotionals are an excellent way to begin to enter God’s
presence and to prepare yourself for the day ahead ~ why not use
them during your quiet time each day?
They were included in a much wider prayer initiative ~ 24/7 Prayer
(Peter Grieg) ~ which provides Bible reflection twice daily (morning
and evening). You can access these through an app, Lectio 365 ~
for more details go to:
https://www.24-7prayer.com/dailydevotional
Next time we will focus on Silence and Waiting.
Robin
Used by permission of Thy Kingdom Come

Dear Church Family
In recent months my husband David and I have had health
problems which has made life difficult for us both.
Having no family on the Island when you are older and need a bit
of support can be worrying.
We would like to express our sincere gratitude for the prayers
& kind wishes and offers of help we have received from so many
of you. We have both been touched by your kindness.
Thankfully we are now slowly recovering.
Blessings to you all
Pat and David Blair
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Thank you
Shanklin United Reformed Church
High Street
Shanklin
PO37 6LA

Ref: UKA301811
2 February 2022

Dear Friends at Shanklin United Reformed Church,
Thank you for being part of the Mercy Ships family. Your kind
donation of £1,242.40 will help the blind see, the lame walk and
outcasts return home, as together we deliver healthcare to people in
desperate need.
Please extend our heartfelt thanks to the congregation and
leadership of your church.
Your gift will help another child like Houleye (pictured right) receive
the hope and healing they so desperately need.
Houleye's dream was that her tumour would disappear, so she could
go to school and become a teacher one day. Houleye is now on the
path to seeing this become reality!
There is a famous quote that says, 'There is no force in this world
greater than the power of a dream.' I think I can go one better, and
say, 'there is no force in this world greater than the one who makes
dreams come true.’ This is what you do for our patients. And we
can't thank you enough.
We are so grateful for your invaluable support and prayers – it is
24

transforming lives. To find out more about how your Church can
partner with Mercy Ships please visit www.mercyships.org.uk/church
Yours Sincerely

Joanne Balaam
Chief Executive Officer

www.mercyships.org.uk
Mercy Ships UK, The Lighthouse, 12 Meadway Court,
Stevenage SG1 2EF 01438 727800
Registered Charity 1053055 (England & Wales)
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Prayer February 2022
Dear friends,
I hope you are all well. Since I last wrote to you life in Uganda has
been returning to normal following the disruptions of the pandemic.
In January all schools in Uganda returned to teaching all pupils; a
joyous occasion which gave much relief to both staff and pupils. This
means that staff are now being paid once again and pupils are
enjoying the safety of being in school during the day, as well as
gaining their education. We thank God for this development and pray
that schools can now continue without further disruption.
We have also been able to give the go ahead for two courses to start
at the Spiritual Life Centres. Patrick has been able to restart the
Wanyange course that was postponed due to Covid and Richard has
just received the go ahead to start the 2022 course at Nyamiyaga.
Please join us in praying for both the staff and the students; that the
courses run without problems and that they are God filled and
prosperous courses.
Romans 1:11 are also in the process of booking the first trustees’ trip
to Uganda since 2019. This is an exciting time for both the trustees
and our Ugandan brothers and sisters who we have not seen for so
long, please pray that the trip is able to go ahead in Summer 2022
and that we are able to see as many of our Ugandan contacts as
possible.
Please also keep the trustees in mind as you pray this month, many
have gone through life changing experiences in the last few months
and would appreciate your prayers.
God bless
Romans 1:11 Trust
26
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Twenty Cans of
Success
Neil Anderson has prepared a series of 20 statements that
Christians often struggle with and has attached to each the
Biblical Truth which we need to have uppermost in our minds.
“I do believe; but help me overcome my unbelief”
(Mark 9:24)
“It is through faith that a righteous person has life”
(Romans 1:17)
With Jesus nothing is impossible; concentrate on some of the
“20 Cans” below which resonate with your walk and allow
God’s Word to lead you in the Truth. Jesus said “I am the vine,
you are the branches, apart from Me you can do nothing” (John
15:5) and Paul tells us “I can do all things through him who
strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).

Robin
Someone once said that success comes in cans and failure in
cannots. The 'Twenty Cans of Success' taken from God's Word, will
expand your knowledge of our faith object, the Almighty God.
Building your faith by internalising these truths will help lift you from
the miry clay of the cannots to the reality that in Christ you can do all
things.
—***—
Why should I say I can't?
The Bible says “I can do everything through Christ, who gives
me strength” (Philippians 4:13)
Why should I lack?
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The Bible says “And this same God who takes care of me will
supply all your needs from his glorious riches, which have been
given to us in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19)
Why should I fear?
The Bible says “For God has not given us a spirit of fear and
timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline” (2 Timothy 1:7)
Why should I believe that I lack faith?
The Bible says “Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves,
measuring yourselves by the faith God has given us”
(Romans 12:3)
Why should I be weak?
The Bible says “The LORD is my light and my salvation, so why
should I be afraid? The LORD is my fortress, protecting me from
danger, so why should I tremble?” (Psalm 27:1)
Why should I allow Satan to rule over areas of my life?
The Bible says “the Spirit who lives in you is greater than the
spirit who lives in the world” (1 John 4:4)
Why should I accept defeat?
The Bible says “He continues to lead us along in Christ’s
triumphal procession” (2 Corinthians 2:14)
Why should I lack wisdom?
The Bible says “ If you need wisdom, ask our generous God, and
he will give it to you. He will not rebuke you for asking”
(James 1:5)
Why should I be depressed?
The Bible says “Yet I still dare to hope when I remember this:
The faithful love of the LORD never ends, His mercies never
cease. Great is his faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each
morning” (Lamentations 3:21-23)
Why should I worry and fret?
The Bible says “Give all your worries and cares to God, for he
cares about you” (1 Peter 5:7)
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Why should I ever be in bondage?
The Bible says “For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom” (2 Corinthians 3:17)
Why should I feel condemned?
The Bible says “there is no condemnation for those who belong
to Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1)
Why should I feel alone?
The Bible says “And be sure of this: I am with you always, even
to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20) and “For God has said ‘I
will never fail you, I will never abandon you.” (Hebrews 13:5)
Why should I feel accursed or that I am the victim of bad luck?
The Bible says “Christ has rescued us from the curse
pronounced by the law” (Galatians 3:13)
Why should I be discontented?
The Bible says “I have learned how to be content with whatever I
have … I have learned the secret of living in every situation …
for I can do everything through Christ” (Philippians 4:11-13)
Why should I feel worthless?
The Bible says “For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be
the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with
God through Christ” (2 Corinthians 5:21)
Why should I have a persecution complex?
The Bible says “If God is for us, who can ever be against us?
(Romans 8:31)
Why should I be confused?
The Bible says “For God is not a God of disorder but of peace …
we have received God’s Spirit so we can know the wonderful
things God has freely given us” (1 Corinthians 14:33 & 2:12)
Why should I feel like a failure?
The Bible says “ No, despite all these things, overwhelming
victory is ours through Christ, who loved us” (Romans 8:37)
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Why should I let the pressures of life bother me?
The Bible says “I have told you all this so that you may have
peace in me. Here on earth you will have many trials and
sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the
world.” (John 16:33)
Believing that you can succeed at Christian growth and maturity
takes no more effort than believing you cannot succeed. So why not
believe that you can walk in faith and in the Spirit; that you can resist
the temptations of the world, the flesh and the devil; and that you
can grow to maturity as a Christian. Allow the "Twenty Cans of
Success" to encourage you!

Lord, thank You for Your loving care reflected in the
incredible promises in Your Word. I rejoice in these
promises, Lord. You are a Rock that never crumbles.
Neil Anderson
Freedom in Christ Ministries
Used by permission
All Bible verses quoted are from the Holy Bible, New Living
Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House
Foundation.
Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol
Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.
Our Creator God is worthy of all honour, praise and glory …
… how marvellous to know that He walks with us daily and has given
us everything we need to succeed!

Abba Father,
Thank You that I am a child of God, and Thank You
that in every situation You are with each one of Your
children. Help us to step out in faith daily as we seek
to do Your Will.

Robin
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Has the Light Dawned?
Isaiah 60:1 reads: “Arise, shine, for your Light has
come, and the Glory of the Lord has risen upon you.”
Have you ever read or heard this Scripture previously – and really
wondered who it’s talking to? If you would accept this challenge,
please read through the whole of Isaiah 60, honestly and prayerfully,
and please also seriously consider – before God – if it is directed at
us, as the gentile Church, first and foremost.
Do we not automatically tend to assume that this Scripture is
referring to ourselves here and now? We know that the Face of the
Lord does shine upon and through us if we spend time in His
Presence (like what happened to Moses in Exodus 34, and to the
disciples, who were recognised as having been with Jesus in Acts
4:13). But if we’re honest, are we prepared to acknowledge the
prophetic aspect of Isaiah 60 – that it was only partially fulfilled with
Jesus’ First Coming? Actually, in its full context, it teaches that,
when deep darkness covers the people (verse 2) there will be a
Visitation of the Lord – when His Splendour will shine upon His
people – in order that His Glory will be seen! It is a prophetic
strategy! (Isaiah 60:2: For behold, darkness shall cover the
earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise
upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.) And it coincides
with what Paul describes in Romans 11 (Romans 11:15 For if their
(the Jews’) rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what
will their (the Jews’) acceptance mean but life from the dead?)
Secondly, also, who would you say that Isaiah 62 is addressed to?
Verses 11&12: Behold, the Lord has proclaimed to the end of
the earth: Say to the daughter of Zion (the Jews), “Behold, your
salvation comes; behold, his reward is with him, and his
recompense before him. And they shall be called The Holy
People, The Redeemed of the Lord; and you shall be called
Sought Out, A City (Jerusalem) Not Forsaken.
We, as the non-Jewish church, can definitely identify with the call to
be the ‘watchmen’ of Isaiah 62:6&7: On your walls, O Jerusalem, I
have set watchmen; all the day and all the night they shall never
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be silent. You who put the Lord in remembrance, take no rest,
and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes
it a praise in the earth, and Isaiah 62:1: For Zion's sake I will not
keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be quiet, until
her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation
as a burning torch. When we do take our place as the watchmen,
we are not to give the Lord any rest until He makes Jerusalem a
praise in all the earth! But the primary focus of Isaiah 62 is upon
what God actually intends for Jerusalem/Zion. We, personally,
believe we are living in very exciting days, when these things are
gradually unfolding before our very eyes – If we would just look! He
is the Faithful God Who has remained Faithful, even when His
people went astray!
A third example (there are hundreds more) – who would you say
Zechariah 8 refers to? Again, the whole chapter clearly refers to the
people of Israel and culminates with verse 23: “Thus says the Lord
of hosts: ‘In those days ten men from the nations of every
tongue shall take hold of the robe of a Jew, saying, ‘Let us go
with you, for we have heard that God is with you.’’”
We were recently challenged for talking about ‘replacement
theology’ by people who had not previously come across this
terminology, and who felt that it came across as an “unfair
accusation”. But our response to that challenge is to ask everyone
to honestly consider what it is that we really believe. Shortly after
that challenge, we ‘chanced’ upon a message given by a Messianic
Jew. It was entitled “Arise – shine,” and included the Scriptures we
have highlighted above, amongst others. This Messianic believer
wryly points out that non-Jewish believers could be seen as
committing ‘Identity theft’ when we appropriate to ourselves
Scriptures without looking at their contexts and without seeing that
they actually apply, primarily, to the Jewish people! They only apply
to those of us in the gentile New Testament Church insofar as we
acknowledge that we, being shoots of olive trees that are “wild by
nature”, have been “grafted into the natural olive tree of ‘believing
Israel’”. Romans 11:24: “For if you were cut from what is by
nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a
cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural
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branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree?” Romans
11:17,18: “But if some of the branches were broken off, and
you, although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among the
others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree, do
not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is
not you who support the root, but the root that supports you.”)
How much of our Bible (95% of which was written by Jews – and
95% of the subject matter of which is about Jews) has been
interpreted by the gentile Church as referring solely to itself – and
not to Israel at all? But, as we honestly consider the Scriptural
examples above, should we not actually admit that God’s focus is on
the Jewish people, and be humbled that God has partially hardened
their hearts for our benefit, and find out how we, in turn, could be
involved in some way in their reinstatement?
Romans 11:11&12: “So I ask, did they stumble in order that they
might fall? By no means! Rather, through their trespass
salvation has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel
jealous. Now if their trespass means riches for the world, and if
their failure means riches for the Gentiles, how much more will
their full inclusion mean?!” “Romans 11:25 – Lest you be wise
in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this
mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel,
until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”.
Whatever our view on the above Scriptures, we cannot afford to
ignore the Jewish people if we want to remain in the blessings of
God. Genesis 12:3 (NET) I will bless those who bless you, but
the one who treats you lightly I must curse, and all the families
of the earth will bless one another by your name.” (In some
bibles it reads “the one who curses you I will curse” – but in the
Hebrew there are two different words being used for ‘curse’, hence
the more correct NET translation).
In Luke, Jesus (who, Himself, believed in and built upon the Old
Testament Scriptures) wept over Jerusalem before pronouncing
God’s judgement on it (Luke 19:41-44: “And when he drew near
and saw the city, he wept over it, saying, “Would that you, even
you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But
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now they are hidden from your eyes. For the days will come
upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade around
you and surround you and hem you in on every side and tear
you down to the ground, you and your children within you. And
they will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you
did not know the time of your visitation.”) However, Jesus also
said in Matthew 23:37-39: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that
kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How
often would I have gathered your children together as a hen
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!
See, your house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, you will
not see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord.’”
On the one hand, although Jesus pronounced destruction over the
city (which, to those who believe God has finished with Israel,
sounds pretty final), but on the other, he then declared what needs
to happen before He returns to that very city (Jerusalem). That
doesn’t sound like giving up on the Jews, does it?!
Clearly, we have a responsibility as true believers in Jesus to give
God no rest until His Will comes to pass. Could it be that if we do
not take this challenge seriously, without even realising it we may be
guilty of not co-operating with God’s End-Time Purposes in the very
days when God is doing an amazing thing? The Holy Spirit is
moving on the lives of Jewish people from around the world to
induce them to return to their land (Zechariah 10:8)! What must
follow is for “all Israel to be saved” (Romans 11:26; Jeremiah 32:3742; Ezekiel 37:14; Ezekiel 39:27-29). As with all God’s activity on
earth, He waits for those in His Body to recognise the desires of His
Heart as expressed in His Word, and pray them into being.
We plan to start another ‘Israel Revealed’ group after our present
group finishes. Please pray about joining us as we dig further into
these truths. We find that this journey is leading us into a deeper
walk with Father God as we prepare for Jesus’ Return and for Jesus
to be glorified as the Name above all Names. We believe it is a
timely revelation in order to equip us to co-operate with God in His
End-Time Purposes.
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We end with the much-used blessing ‘The Lord bless you and
keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be
gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and
give you peace.’”
This, we humbly appropriate as fellow priests in the Body of Messiah
Jesus, having been grafted in among Jewish believers, because the
original intention behind this blessing, as we see clearly in Numbers
6:23 & 27, was for Aaron and his sons to bless the people of Israel!
Verse 23 “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘Thus you shall
bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them… and verse 27,
“So shall they put My Name upon the people of Israel, and I will
bless them.”
(Scripture quotations are from the English Standard Version)
Roy and Melodie Wilson

Christian Institute Publications
Do look out for the current newsletter,
giving details of Christian Institute’s
vital work in protecting our Judeo Christian heritage and supporting
those who are facing challenges in their work and school
environments.
Also do look out for their Spring Week of Prayer leaflets which we
hope to receive in the near future.
To join their free mailing list, where you will receive news, prayer
and action points, publications and access to exclusive events, go to
www.christian.org.uk/. In addition to that, you can also follow them
on:


Twitter (twitter.com/christianorguk)



Facebook (www.facebook.com/christianinstitute)



YouTube (www.youtube.com/user/christianorguk)

‘Christian Influence in a Secular World’
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A Local Lad Transformed by God’s Power!
How exciting it was to receive the
March copies of the Good News
Newspaper and to see the
headline article was about none
other than God’s servant and
‘brother in the Lord’ Mick Hunter,
who many will know as being out
there on the Island’s streets with
the ‘God Pod’ and walking around
the Isle of Wight carrying a
wooden cross at Easter time.
This will be an excellent issue to
give to family, friends and
neighbours, as it features God’s
man on the Isle of Wight!
As usual there are many other
excellent articles - one encouraging report about half of the UK's
young adults both pray and visit church (from a survey carried out by
an independent researcher). And contradicting the assumption that
faith is more for old people, it's the younger ones who are now more
interested in Christianity.
Another report told of over 190,000 young people turning to
Christianity last year as a result of the social media work of just one
Christian group.
Another article is about Chaser, Anne Hegerty, who says,: “This stuff
about Jesus actually happened.”
This is such an excellent publication - may we be enabled to take
this Good News to those who do not yet know our Saviour and may
this newspaper be one of many ways to share our faith. Do help
yourself to a copy (or copies if you can use them!) at the back of the
church.
Blessings,
Jane H
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Lonely Pensioner Praises URC for Joyful
Welcome
18 February 2022
A lonely pensioner has praised Elmwood
Avenue United Reformed Church, in Mersey
Synod, for its joyful and friendly welcome.
After 70 years of marriage, Ron Pulling, aged
90, found himself separated from his wife, Elsie,
when she had to be admitted into their local
care home due to the progression of
Parkinson’s disease.
This devastating separation occurred within six weeks of the couple
moving to Warrington to be with their daughter.
Ron was confirmed at the age of 39, and while living in Farnham
Common was an active member of his local Church of England (C of
E) congregation. Now living in Warrington, he decided to resume his
life as an active churchgoer.
“But my only means of transport is my trusty scooter and to get to
the nearest C of E Church would be impossible,” Ron said.
“Nobody seemed to know of a nearer church, so I set to, exploring.
Happily, I stumbled upon Elmwood Avenue Church URC and turned
up there one Sunday morning and walked in.
“I was simply astounded at the joyful and friendly welcome I
received.
“I have become a regular worshiper at Elmwood URC. Here, you
have a truly living church, with reverent but enjoyable participation
by all.
“Well done URC, this is how homage should be. Even throughout
lockdown, everyone took full advantage of Zoom and I now have
more than two years membership with the denomination, with friends
to whom I feel I can turn to if the need arose.”
Source: urc.org.uk/lonely-pensioner-praises-urc-for-joyful-welcome/
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on our Christian Brothers and Sisters being
persecuted in Afghanistan for their faith
You’re bringing joy to Afghan refugees
Last December, thanks to your prayers and support,
Open Doors local partners visited Afghan refugees in
countries neighbouring Afghanistan to provide food,
coal and firewood, as well as Christian resources and
Christmas gifts. The trip left a marked impression on
Muslims as well as Christians.
When the Taliban seized power of Afghanistan last summer,
thousands of people fled in search of safety and a better life. Many
have ended up in countries neighbouring Afghanistan, including
Christians. Sadly, the places of refuge present their own challenges,
but the love of Jesus is reaching these places – helped by your
support.

A camp for Afghan refugees; your support is helping local partners to
minister to those forced to flee Afghanistan – now number one on
the World Watch List
Radicalism and Poverty
One such place is a village in a country neighbouring Afghanistan.
There are house groups for Afghan Christians to get involved in, or
have contact with, but like their own country, this must be in secret.
“The Muslim traditions are very strong in our area and the number of
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Muslims with radical views is big here,” explains Habib*, a local
believer. “It is very dangerous to be a known converted Christian, so
we must be very careful in our everyday life and ministry. There is no
official church – this is not possible for us. We only have a house
church and small home groups of secret believers. This is the only
possible kind of church here.”
The Taliban’s seizure of power in Afghanistan last year has
emboldened some Muslim militants to become more radical, putting
local believers at even greater risk.
To compound matters, the area is poor, with insufficient food and
clean water. This forces locals to use the dirty water from the river,
which leads to many experiencing health problems. There are also
precious little opportunities to earn money, meaning living conditions
are very poor. Houses are old and not fit to stay in, and there are
shortages of food, clothing, heating materials and medicine. The
pandemic has exacerbated these difficulties.
“You brought a lot of joy to our children”
For Afghan refugees, the situation perhaps feels eerily similar to the
home they left behind. But there is hope.
Last December, Open Doors local partners distributed Bibles,
Christian books and DVDs featuring Christian films and cartoons
among Afghan refugees. Christmas presents were also handed out
to believers and events put on for children. The visit brought much
joy to people.
“Thank you for your time with us, for coming despite the long
distance and the poor conditions in which you have to stay here,”
shared one Christian. “Thank you for the gifts for our children, for the
food, firewood and the coal. And thank you for the Christian books
and Bibles. The need for Christian materials is huge; we can’t buy
such books here, so this is timely.”
“This is a good help for our everyday needs,” shared another
believes. “It gives us the feeling of unity with other Christians. We
feel that brothers and sisters from other places and countries love,
care and support us. We are like a big family.”
It wasn’t just Christians who received help. Your generosity has
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helped show the love of Jesus to those who don’t follow Him yet.
“Nobody cared for us, nobody came to visit and asked how we are
doing here,” shared a Muslim woman. “Our children never got
presents for New Year or Christmas or other celebrations, as we
have no money for presents, but you brought a lot of joy to our
children. For the first time we can feel care and love for us and our
children. Thank you so much for this. Now we can see that
Christians are loving and sincere.”
*Name changed for security reasons

Afghan refugees receiving aid
Please Pray


Give thanks for the blessing this help has been to both Christians
and Muslims, and pray that the love shown will lead to more
people giving their lives to Jesus



That the Holy Spirit will soften the hearts of those radicalised
following the Taliban’s takeover, and that God will block the
influence of extremist ideas in the area



For the protection of believers in the region, and ask God to
strengthen, encourage and embolden them in their faith.
Source: Open Doors - used by permission
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Holiday
A group of Christians have arranged a 4 night holiday at the Elim
Conference Centre in the Malvern Hills during August this year. For
more details see the notice board or contact Julie
Croydon. julie.croydon@icloud.com,  405067

Connection Quiz Answers
1. John Craven.
2. Gordon Brown.
3. Captain Robert Falcon Scott.
4. Alan Sugar.
5. And the Connection? They are all
characters in the childrens’ TV series Thunderbirds.
John (Thunderbird 5), Gordon (Thunderbird 4),
Scot (Thunderbird 1) and Alan (Thunderbird 3)
6. The cover photo is of: the English Heritage property Osborne
House, IoW
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The Puzzle Pages
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18
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28

2

3

To solve it you need to fill
the grid so that every
column, every row and
every 3 x 3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9.
1

2

30

Last month’s sudoku - how did you do?
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4
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1

9
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7

5

initials (2)
28 St Cuthbert's duck, could be
feeling ‘down’ (5)
29 Mechanical power-driven
cutting tool with a chain (8)

7

1

8

2

3

5

6

4

9

Down

1 1976 album by Jean-Michel
Jarre (7)
1 9 4 3 2 7 5 8 6 2 City where the Sagrada Familia
6 8 7 5 9 1 2 3 4 can be found (9)
th
3 5 2 4 6 8 9 1 7 3 17 letter of the Greek alphabet
(3)
Across
4 Consume food (3)
1 Victoria’s IoW residence (7 5)
5 Midge –, songwriter & member
8 West Wight ferry port (8)
of Ultravox (3)
9 East Anglian county (5)
6 Surrey ‘Derby’ town (5)
10 Person's ability to see (8)
7 Single-reed woodwind
instrument - usually brass (9)
16 Made by a cartographer (3)
17 Our services are broadcast like 11 A transgression (3)
this on YouTube (in theory!!) (4)
12 Apparatus for getting fluids into
the body initials (2)
18 Mr Musk, CEO of SpaceX (4)
13 Druid in the English Astérix
19 An idea or opinion occurring
books (7)
suddenly in the mind (7)
21 ’– Rabbit –’, a song popular in 14 With regard to every detail (8)
World War 2 (3)
15 Someone from the No. 1
country in the World Watch list (6)
22 Folland –, original aeroplane
flown by The Red Arrows (4)
20 They run on rails, usually (6)
24 Japanese poem of seventeen
22 French for ’station’ (4)
syllables, in three lines (5)
23 ’I vow to –, my country’ (4)
25 Night in French (4)
26 Tall, rounded vase with a stem
27 One of the armed services
and base (3)
9

6

5

7

8

4

3

2

1
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Can You Guess The Year?


Winston Churchill died.



The film ‘Help!’ debuts in London.



The first series of ‘Thunderbirds’ was broadcast.



And UK No. 1s included:
The Seekers with ‘The Carnival is Over’
The Moody Blues with ‘Go Now’
The Hollies with ‘I’m Alive’
Unit 4 + 2 with ‘Concrete and Clay’

Answer next issue

This Issue’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Questions
1. Who won the Wimbledon Ladies Singles title in 2013?
2. In what year did the UK last win Eurovision?
3. What is the capital of the Isle of Man?
4. What did the Romans call the Isle of Wight?
5. Who was the wife of King Richard I?
6. In which art museum is The Starry Night by Van Gogh?
7. What mode of transport has 8 wheels and one passenger?
8. Who were the original two authors of ‘Astérix the Gaul’?
9. On the periodic table, which element is B?
10.In which European country would you find Tivoli Gardens?
Answers next issue

Please note that the deadline for contributions for
the next magazine is:

Sunday 20th March
Contributions can be emailed at anytime up to the deadline day to
the editor at:

surc.thelink@btinternet.com
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Last Issue’s Solutions
- Guess the year: it was 1967
- Last issue’s crossword 

Last Issue’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

France
(23rd August) 1864
Zagreb
Verulamium
Elizabeth of York

6. National Gallery, London
7. 9th June 1978
8. Leo Tolstoy
9. Tantalum
10. The Netherlands
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Sunday Service
Morning 10:30

Morning Worship in church
Broadcast live on YouTube



Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of each month



All Age service on last Sunday of each month

Weekday Activities
Monday 10:00

Prayer for Israel on Zoom

Tuesday 14:00
19:30

Bible Bite ministry in church
Broadcast live on YouTube
Prayer Meeting on Zoom

10:00

CatURpillars

Friday

Saturday 10:30

Coffee Morning on Zoom
– a chance to catch up and have a chat

Details of any other services/activities that we hold will be
posted:
inside the church
 on our Facebook page
 and on our website


Minister:



Day off:

Rev Brian Harley
10 Dracaena Gardens, Shanklin PO37 7JQ
01983 862485
brianharley58@gmail.com
Monday

Secretary: Robin Wightman
 robinwightman@aol.com

Shanklin URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance
www.shanklinurc.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1130459
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