The Link - April 2022

The Day of Resurrection
As I have led studies in the Book of Acts on Tuesdays, one
thing has been quite inescapable – the resurrection of
Jesus was at the heart of the Apostles’ message and was
also the issue that caused the most problems to the
people in power.
They thought they had got rid of the blaspheming troublemaker,
Jesus of Nazareth, but he seemed to be alive and well and his
followers had been utterly transformed by the supernatural events of
that Passover season. They had witnessed his appearing many
times over 40 days before he ascended into heaven, and he passed
on instructions to his team and helped them grasp the meaning of
the Scriptures about him. These simple men had wisdom and
courage that was hard to counter – because God was with them and
his Spirit equipped and empowered them.
There is a very old Easter hymn that is attributed to the Greek
Father, St John of Damascus (c. 750), and translated by John
Mason Neale (1818 -1866). This is the first verse:
The day of resurrection!
Earth, tell it out abroad;
The Passover of gladness,
The Passover of God.
From death to life eternal,
From earth unto the sky,
Our Christ hath brought us over,
With hymns of victory.
I think of Passover connecting more to the death of Jesus than to his
resurrection – Paul declares in 1 Corinthians 5:7 that “Christ our
Passover lamb has been sacrificed.” But let’s remember that the
blood of the Lamb was painted on the doorposts and lintel so that
the angel of death did not enter the house – so the firstborn Israelite
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children were spared. It spoke of life, when death was so tragically
hitting the Egyptian families because of Pharaoh’s stubborn refusal
to let God’s people go.
It was no mistake that Jesus’ death came in this special season for
the Jews. It did not catch God out, but was all part of his divine plan
for rescuing us from a dead end street. The special significance of
the timing was picked up by Jesus as he gave new meaning to the
bread and wine in the Passover meal, which we remember as we
celebrate The Lord’s Supper.
The Apostles Creed includes this line about what Christians believe
about Jesus Christ, God’s Son, our Lord – “On the third day He
rose again”. This stunning statement is foundational to the life of the
church – without his rising, sin and death would still hold sway. But
He has risen – He has risen indeed. Hallelujah!
Just like when he saved the Israelites from the curse of death and
then brought them through the Red Sea, God has brought us over
from death to life eternal – in John 5:24 Jesus says, “whoever hears
my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not
be judged but has crossed over from death to life.”
This is the Good News we proclaim through this season – indeed at
any time of year. Christians began to worship on Sundays because it
was The Lord’s Day (Revelation 1:10) – the day of resurrection – the
first day of the week, and indeed of a whole new era of salvation. It
changed everything.
May it go on changing us today – and may the message of new life
and hope in Jesus ring out like the bell in our tower for all to hear –
loud and clear.
Janet joins me in wishing you God’s richest blessing over these very
special poignant weeks in our calendar.
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Tuesday Prayer at 19:30
This is still being held via Zoom using the same
account as for other activities and groups :
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3242665584?
pwd=ZTlXZzBLWnkrWTNBY2JBK1o0K2ZXdz09
Meeting ID:
Password:

324 266 5584
936536.

These have been really encouraging and powerful times.
Do please join us if you are able – you can even ring in from an
ordinary phone, which is a normal landline charge; please dial:
02034 815240. Details are also in the weekly News Sheet
***
Do continue to use our Prayer
important issues that need prayer.

Chain

if there are urgent and

Phone Hazel on 865181 or Jean on 863850 - and do please
consider joining if you are mostly around at home. It is very
important to be able to mobilise an army of prayer warriors at short
notice.
Lou is also launching a new Text Prayer Network – do let her know
if you’d like to be included – look out for details.
***

Prayer for Israel
Is held each Monday from 10:00 - 11:00
using the church Zoom.
Please contact Roy & Melodie if you
would be interested in joining:
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Live Streaming of Services & Bible Bite
If you are unable to get along to services, we are continuing to live
stream services on YouTube – details are on our website.

Sundays at 10:30 – Morning Worship
- Holy Communion is on the first Sunday of the month. Do have
some bread & wine or juice ready if you want to join in.
- All Age services are on the last Sunday of each month.

Tuesday Bible Bite - weekly meetings at 14:00...
Brian continues to explore the Book of Acts.
If you find Sunday mornings a bit busy, you may prefer to come on
a Tuesday when there is plenty of space to spread out and keep
safe.
If you have not yet subscribed to our YouTube channel why not do it
now so you can access videos more easily - pass the word around
so many people can view our services and benefit from the teaching.
www.youtube.com/channel/UCTVZC5bVShoTd9glquGtxHw

Connection Quiz
1. Which country was the Titanic sailing to when it sunk in 1912?
2. Which country sends a Christmas tree to London every year?
3. Where is Mount Fuji?
4. From which country do we get Stollen?
5. So, what is the sporting connection between
the answers to questions 1 - 4?
6. And… where was the cover photo taken (hint: it
was in la belle France)
Answers are on page 39
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Christians Working Together in Shanklin

Good Friday
Procession of Witness
Commencing at 11:15 at St Blasius Church
11:45 St Saviour on the Cliff
11:55 United Reformed Church
12:10 Sacred Heart
12:20 St Paul’s
12:30 Methodist Church
You are warmly invited for
refreshments at the end

Easter Sunday Morning
Open Air Sunrise Celebration
06:00
on the seafront
(at the bottom of Hope Road)

Followed by Breakfast
The South East Beach Café
are opening especially
for us
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A Sabbath of Prayer...
Many of us shared in a special 24 Hours dedicated to
God last month. We pray for the fruit from that time to
grow and develop in the coming months as we explore God’s
direction for our church’s mission. Do please feed in to the Elders
anything that you feel the Lord is saying to us as a faith community.
In the summer months, we’ll have another Prayer Walk out in the
community – do look out for details soon.

Pray The Wight – focus on Ukraine
The Wight Church Team is planning another Zoom prayer meeting
for the whole Island on Friday 1st April at 19:30. This will centre on
events in Ukraine and related issues including the refugee crisis and
we’ll pray for the church in Ukraine and Russia.
Details of the meeting link will be in our weekly notices and on
Facebook. Everyone is welcome to join in or simply to listen to the
input and the prayers which are offered. Some of the 90 minutes will
be spent in breakout rooms.

Christians Working Together in The Bay
There are now weekly Sunday afternoon shared services to worship
and pray together.
The venues for April are:
3rd
16:00 Lighthouse Church, Fort Street, Sandown
th
10
16:00 Lake Methodist Church, Sandown Road,
th
17
18:30 Easter Film at URC
th
24
18:30 URC
Do come along and share in these if you can. It is a blessing to grow
together in unity. See details here of the return of our usual shared
activities over Easter. The beach café is opening specially for us on
Easter morning with teas/coffees and bacon/sausage/veggie butties
available (at normal cost).
Look out for a special event on the Queen’s Jubilee on 5 th June.
We continue to explore how best to work together across the Bay in
the coming years. Please pray for God’s clear leading in this.
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Easter Programme – Celebrate What God Has Done!
Palm Sunday 10th 10:30 Speaker: Ellen Robinson
Tuesday 12th

14:00 Bible Bite

Maundy Thursday 19:00 Shared Communion Service
at Ryde URC – followed by snack supper
(see details on page 9)
(Please sign the list if you plan to come and if you need a lift)
Good Friday

10:00 Short reflective service
11:15 Procession of Witness
- starting at St Blasius Church
See page 6 for timings

Saturday 16th

15:30 Messy Church – for families to explore
the meaning of Easter
Look out for booking details
Plenty of crafty fun as we look at The
Seriously Surprising Story of Jesus’
resurrection

Easter Day

06:00 Open air Celebration on the seafront
at the bottom of Hope Road followed by
breakfast at the beach café
10:30 Easter Communion for all ages
18:30 Easter Cafe with a short film
A relaxed evening to end this special day
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The URC marks the 50th anniversary of its foundation
this year when Presbyterian and Congregational
churches came together to form a new church, which it
was hoped would be the first step towards further unity.
There is a special gathering at Westminster Central Hall in London
on Saturday 1st October which will be live-streamed. This is where
the inaugural meeting was held back in 1972. A celebration booklet
has been produced and will be distributed to every household soon.
We have ordered a new welcome banner to go over our entrance.
As part of the celebrations the Synod has a special day out for all:

Wessex Synod Big Day Out
Saturday 7th May at
Hollycombe - Steam in the Country
- near Liphook
The site is open from 10:00 until 17:00 with various special events
happening during the day.
Tickets are £8 and £5 for children – in advance (cheaper than to
visit there on a normal day). See the flyer (on pages 22/23).
Brian and Christopher/Yvonne are planning to take cars so there are
a few seats available.
Please do ask Brian if you’d like to go and need help with the cost.
It is only 1 mile from Liphook Station so is also fairly accessible by
public transport.
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We Are the Church
Recently, Brian reminded us that the building is not the
church. We are The Church and we are not limited to
Shanklin URC on the Isle of Wight. We are part of a wider
church, we are part of the family of God.
I know many of us visit other churches when away on
holiday and we are blessed with visitors here. During
Lockdown, I “visited” a number of churches online.
I prayed with the Church On The Roundabout in Newport. I
have shared in services with St Paul’s, Shanklin and Christ
Church, Sandown, St Paul’s, Barton and with the
Congregational Church, Newport.
My cousin’s husband is Father Robert Davies from St
Elvan’s in Aberdare, Wales. St Elvan’s has benefitted from
lottery funding and now plays a key role in the community
and heritage of the locality whilst also a centre of worship.
Incidentally, Robert had trained with Father David Lawrence
-March, recently at St Saviour’s, making the world much
smaller!
Rev Malcolm Duncan, who I have often heard speak at
Spring Harvest, led nightly prayers from his church in
Ireland. Two or three nights a week, from 22:30, he would
lead prayers for around half an hour on Facebook. A
wonderful way to prepare for bed.
I went to Spring Harvest online last Easter and was blessed
to share with others from our church who also “went”.
I have had some issues with my mental health and joined a
10 week Kintsugi Hope course with a group from Cheshire.
The leaders and majority of the group were Christians from
different churches in the area.
During this time, I have wondered what the post-lockdown
church would be like. We have been told to prepare for new
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wineskins and to not put old wine in them. Praying through
the Sabbath has been part of this seeking of God’s will.
In addition, there has been much talk of end times and
Biblical prophesies being played out in front of our eyes.
Many Jews are returning to their homeland of Israel, for
example. Some are fleeing persecution and war whilst
others are answering a call in their hearts.
The parable of the wise and foolish virgins warns us to be
ready for the bridegroom’s return and I have struggled to
work out what my oil lamps should look like in a practical
sense so that I can ensure I am ready whenever He
returns. My belief is that God is saying that we must have a
deeper relationship with Him. We must spend time with
Him, as we did during the time of Sabbath, we must spend
more time with Him in prayer and listening to Him. We
must also spend more time reading His word. As shared in
Sunday’s service, He is our guiding light, He brings us a
peace like no other and He has it all in hand.
Praise Him.
Carole Smith

New Resources
The following items have just been received and are available from
the kitchen counter at the back of church.
World Watch List - After a major delay in receiving printed editions,
they have at last arrived. Thankfully, this has been available online
for a while, but this was not good for those without internet
coverage.
Release International ‘The Voice’ Magazine - The April - June
edition has arrived - keeping us up to date with the latest news
about persecuted Christians .
There are many other valuable resources available in church please do help yourself.
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Emergency Field Hospital Opens in Ukraine
Samaritan’s Purse, who organise the Christmas Shoebox Appeal,
have an Emergency Field Hospital open in western Ukraine, and
their medical team is already treating patients suffering due to the
escalating conflict.
“We come in the Name of Jesus Christ, and we hope this hospital is
a blessing to you,” Elliott Tenpenny told those gathered at the
hospital on 14th March. Tenpenny serves as director of the
Samaritan’s Purse International Health Unit.
Maxim Kozitsky, governor of Lviv, also spoke and described the
terrible situation in his country as like a movie he hopes will be over
soon. “We thank Samaritan’s Purse for coming here to help us,” he
said.
Samaritan’s Purse has seen several orthopaedic patients at the
hospital already, including Marina, our very first patient. She fell and
injured her arm while escaping into a bomb shelter in her home city
of Malyn, west of Kyiv, and suffered for nine days before arriving at
our facility. She cried tears of relief when a doctor told her that the
team could fix her injury and help relieve her pain.
Our 58-bed hospital on the outskirts of Lviv includes an emergency
room, Intensive Care Unit, and two operating rooms - providing
Samaritan’s Purse medical staff with the capacity to perform up to
dozens of surgeries per day.
The Emergency Field Hospital was airlifted via three flights to Poland
and then transported across the border to Ukraine.
In addition to the hospital, we are also operating a 24-hour medical
clinic at a train station in Lviv where thousands of women and
children are transiting through each day.
Samaritan’s Purse has about 140 disaster relief specialists on the
ground between Ukraine, Poland, Romania, and Moldova. Please
pray for our team as they share God’s love with people who are
hurting and need the eternal hope of Christ.
Source: Samaritan’s Purse (used by permission)
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Continuing in the Book of Acts
After the miraculous healing of the crippled beggar and Peter &
John’s appearance before the authorities, they return to the
fellowship of believers. Just as at the end of Acts 2, we see again an
incredible bunch of people, bold, courageous, generous, and excited
to be doing God’s work!
***

Acts 4:23-37: The Believers Pray and Share Their
Possessions
Peter & John report back and what is the instant reaction? They all
turn to God in prayer & praise! Before making requests, they focus
on their Sovereign Lord.
Who is this God? John Stott points out that He is:


The Creator God: “You made the heavens and the earth and the
sea, and everything in them.” (v24)



The God of Revelation: “You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the
mouth of your servant, our father David.” (v25)



The God of History: “Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met
together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this city to
conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you
anointed. They did what your power and will had decided
beforehand should happen.” (v27-28)

Their prayer proclaims ~ You made,, You spoke and You decided …
Do We Begin Our Prayers by Focussing on God?
Are They a ‘Pleasing Aroma’ To Him?
Their prayers and praises are rooted in scripture. The quotation in
verses 25/26 is from Psalm 2 (a picture of the Messiah) ~ the early
church was clear that Jesus was the Son of God, and that they were
His New Covenant community.
They turn to supplication, asking God for what they need to be able
to do His work ~ for boldness to proclaim and ‘signs & wonders’ in
the name of Jesus to point the people in the right direction. What
14

happened?
“After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken.
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of
God boldly.” (v31)
God was present, their prayers were answered just as He answers
our prayers today! We need to have the courage to speak out.
Do We Ask For Boldness For Ourselves and Signs For Our
Generation? Perhaps More Than Ever, We Need To Be
‘Signposts’ Pointing People To Jesus.
The last verses of the chapter, once again give us a wonderful
picture of that New Covenant community. A picture of togetherness
(one heart and mind)


selflessly sharing everything, supporting all who had need



giving sacrificially, as their Lord had done



showing radical generosity, trusting in the Lord’s guidance

This is What Jesus Calls Us to Today
As we saw in Chapter 2, this is a model of Christian discipleship and
is best seen as a ‘goal’ to which we should aspire, rather than a
‘blueprint’ for our fellowship. In the final verse, we are introduced to
Barnabas (the son of encouragement), we shall see him again in
Chapter 9!
May We Be Sons & Daughters of Encouragement
and may our prayer be always:
Lord let Your glory fall, Lord let Your glory fall
Consuming fire, fan into flame a passion for Your name
Spirit of God fall in this place
Lord have your way, Lord have your way with us
***

Acts 5:1-11: Ananias and Sapphira
We have seen Satan begin his attack on the early church through
the Jewish leaders and now he seeks to attack from within. We have
15
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seen the rich fellowship enjoyed by those early Christians but now
we see the frailty of humanity (our temptation to sin). In this
uncomfortable story we are reminded that we worship a Holy God ~
He is a consuming fire!
We must worship Him in reverence and awe
The sin is not that Ananias & Sapphira withheld money from the
community, it is that they had lied to God (as Peter explains; it is the
work of Satan). This community was like a new Temple, a place of
holiness and all were called to be holy:
“Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that
God’s Spirit lives among you?” (1 Corinthians 3:16)
“Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit,
who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your
own” (1 Corinthians 6:19)
Our Holy God is present among us and is in each one of us. These
events may not be the “norm” but they are certainly a “wake-up” call
to us all!
Holiness is not an optional extra: God expects it of us all
***

Acts 5:12-16: The Apostles Heal Many
Luke now paints a more positive picture of signs and wonders
performed among the people. There are differing reactions to this
display of power; many are in fear and yet more and more believed
in the Lord. It is good for ‘church’ to have an uncomfortable edge!
We are told of extraordinary events, attracting folk from all around
and all were healed, by the power of the Name of Jesus and the
Anointing of the Holy Spirit. God’s power is at work and the Apostles
were blessed with great courage and power to preach and to heal.
The Apostolic times were perhaps unique, we live in times that are
not perfect. This present age contains much pain and sorrow but we
live in the light of the age to come ~ a new creation, which has
begun and will one day reach fruition.
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The Same Name And Spirit Is Given To Us Today. They Have
Not Diminished In Power Or Authority
May Our Eyes And Hearts Be Always Open To Jesus
***

Acts 5:17-42: The Apostles Persecuted
The display of God’s power is right under the noses of the Jewish
authorities and the Apostles are imprisoned. We see them
miraculously released:
“But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the
jail and brought them out. ‘Go, stand in the temple courts,’ he said,
‘and tell the people all about this new life.’” (v19&20)
And they did as they were told and began to teach the people in the
temple courts. In trials and tribulations, our God remains faithful and
constant. The Gospel cannot be chained ~ there are no locked doors
in the Kingdom of God.
“These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key
of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one
can open” (Revelation 3:7)
Let Us Speak Words Of Life To All Those Around Us
The Apostles are re-arrested; the authorities are bemused ~ they
don’t mention the miraculous escape ~ they merely say “Didn’t we
tell you to keep quiet?”. Peter and the Apostles respond by giving
them the Gospel again.
“

When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to
death” (v33)
However, Gamaliel (a Pharisee who schooled Saul) advised against
this:
“Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or activity
is of human origin, it will fail. But if it is from God, you will not be able
to stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against
God.’” (v38&39)
So they have the Apostles flogged, release them, and command
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them once again not to speak in the name of Jesus. The Apostles
leave in joyous mood because they have been counted worthy of
suffering for the name and they continue to preach the good news.
Jesus said,
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad,
because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you” (Matthew 5:11&12)
The Good News Is Offensive To The World’s Thinking
It Will Bring Both Suffering And Joy
Do We Have The Courage To Proclaim The Gospel In The Face
Of Opposition?
“I tell you, whoever publicly acknowledges me before others, the
Son of Man will also acknowledge before the angels of God” (Luke
12:8)

***
Acts 6:1-7: The Choosing of the Seven
(Jonathan Snell delivered this talk entitled Deacons & Deaconning)
The Apostles have been preaching, teaching, leading and being
questioned and flogged by the authorities and now they were being
asked to “wait at tables”!
“the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve” (Matthew
20:28)
Servanthood is the engine of the church but it was becoming
necessary for the load to be spread. The 12 met this need
prayerfully with common sense and wisdom and suggest choosing
seven men (filled with the Spirit and wisdom) to undertake practical
daily tasks.
There had been a dispute between the Hebraic and Hellenistic
(culturally Greek) Jews and the seven chosen all have Greek
names, clearly signalling fairness and impartiality. These were
prayerfully commissioned by the Apostles ~ and so the very first
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“diaconate” was established.
God wants His people to come forward to serve Him. The Greek
word diakonos means ‘practical server’. There is no hierarchy here,
all are participants and God calls each of us to His service ~ to
deaconning!
We Each Have Something That God Wants Us To Do
The “qualifications” for these men show that “character must go
before gifts” (Paul speaks in more detail, see 1 Timothy 3: 1-13).
Note that in the culture of those times men were given such roles, in
our times they are available to all.
What is the result of this? As the Apostles gave their “attention to
prayer and the ministry of the word.” … “so the word of God spread.
The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large
number of priests became obedient to the faith” (v4&7)
We see the church surging forward. Why? Because,
God Has Put The Right People In The Right Places
And They Are Faithfully Serving The Needs Of Others
And Displaying Care And Real Love
Even many priests could see something different and attractive in
these people and wanted to be part of it!
In John 13, our Lord Jesus Christ humbles Himself before His
disciples by washing their feet and He says “I have set you an
example that you should do as I have done for you” (v15) and later
“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples” (v35). We are
all called, To Love One Another, To Serve One Another, To
Honour One Another, To Care For One Another

Are we all deaconning today?
Robin (thanks Brian & Jonathan)
All Bible verses quoted are from the NIVUK (UK): Holy Bible, New
International Version® Anglicized, NIVUK® Copyright © 1979, 1984,
2011 by Biblica, Inc.®
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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Ukrainians Turn to the Bible for Hope
Despite the war in Ukraine Bible mission there not only continues,
but has expanded. The Bible Society leader in Ukraine, Oleksandr
(pronounced Alexander), says that people fearing for their own lives
and the lives of loved ones are turning to the Lord in ever greater
numbers.
From Kyiv he said this: ‘Churches are filled with people wanting to
pray and find comfort. People call us and visit daily, desperate to get
Bibles. But our stock for the entire year is almost gone. People are
taking whatever we have. One pastor pleaded for Bibles that were
damaged or even copies with pages missing.’
Oleksandr added that the Bible Society team in Kyiv has been given
a special military pass to travel around the city to distribute basic aid
and Scriptures. He sent a video of him in the back of a van packed
with children’s Scriptures. He describes the Bible worker at the
vehicle’s wheel as a hero, as he risks his life driving through streets
delivering Bibles.
Other Bible Society workers are in southern Ukraine, delivering
Scriptures and basic aid to people in hospitals and bomb shelters.
As missiles explode around them these people clutch Scriptures just
handed to them. Through God’s word they find strength and hope.
The words of Psalm 31 have become a mantra for Ukrainian people:
‘Terror on every side! They conspire against me and plot to take my
life. But I trust in you, Lord. I say, “You are my God.”’ (verses 13–14,
NIV).
The Bible Society team in Ukraine thank you for your prayers.
Please pray the fighting will end soon and that more people will find
hope through the Scriptures.
There are many agencies providing humanitarian aid, which is so
important. But for Scriptures, people in Ukraine are relying on the
generosity of Bible Society supporters
www.biblesociety.org.uk/resources/bible-outreach-stories-fromukraine/
Source: Bible Society (used by permission)
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Good News Newspaper - Latest Edition
The April Good News Newspaper
has arrived! It’s full of ’Good
News’, of course(!!), and it is ideal
for giving to family, friends and
neighbours, once you’ve read it
yourself!
The headline article this month is
about a woman from Phoenix,
Arizona, whose heart stopped for
27 minutes - and she saw the
risen Jesus.
And as usual there are many other
great articles to read, including::
David Suchet - Why the Poirot
actor believes in the Resurrection
Why Celebrate Easter? - The
Editor explains the real meaning of Easter
Jonathan Aitken - The ex-politician tells Good News how his fall
from grace led to him finding God's grace
'I Heard God's Voice' - A Jewish woman cries out to God - and gets
an audible answer!
Triple Mobo Winner - Rapper Guvna B reveals what set him on the
path to faith
Better Boxer - Muay Thai boxer rises to the top after finding Jesus despite having only one hand
Do help yourself to a copy (or copies if you can use them!) at the
back of the church, or read it online at www.goodnews-paper.org.uk/
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Towards Thy Kingdom Come …
Continuing the series of daily
devotions used during the
global prayer initiative “Thy
Kingdom Come”…
These were delivered through a
voice recording, try to imagine as
you read them that you are
listening and responding... the overall purpose is to ask God to
empower us to become effective witnesses for Jesus each day.

P, pausing to be still …
R, rejoicing with a Psalm and reflecting on the early church …
A, asking God to help us and others …
Y, yielding to His will in our lives, come what may …
***

10. Silence and Waiting (Hannah Heather)
As I enter prayer now, I pause to be still… to breath slowly …to
recentre my scattered senses upon the presence of God…
Creator God, who formed humanity from dust, breath in me
again, revive me and sanctify me by the power of Your
Spirit. Set my heart on fire with the Good News of Your
Gospel
I choose to rejoice in God’s promises today, joining with the ancient
praise of all God’s people in the words of the 27th Psalm:
“I remain confident of this:
I will see the goodness of the LORD
in the land of the living.
Wait for the LORD;
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be strong and take heart
and wait for the LORD.”
(Psalm 27: 13&14 (NIV(UK))
The Day Before Pentecost: As we stand on the brink of a new world,
in anticipation of all that is to come, let us reflect on the silence
before the shaking, the waiting before the wind …
“After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a
period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. On one
occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this
command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father
promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptised
with water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy
Spirit” (Acts 1: 3-5 (NIVUK))
I wonder how the disciples felt in those few days between Jesus’
ascension to Heaven and the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost?
Jesus has told them to stay in Jerusalem and wait. They know that
the promise is coming but in the meantime, they must be patient.
Waiting can be incredibly challenging, especially in the midst of our
busy and often chaotic world. But it is an important part of every
spiritual journey. Often, when I am waiting, particularly when I quiet
myself and wait in expectation, God speaks in miraculous ways.
Mother Theresa once said, “Souls of prayer are souls of great
silence”. When was the last time my soul was truly silent, waiting
expectantly?
I take a moment now to quiet my busy mind, to settle my
anxious heart, to still my restless body and to wait in silence
for You to speak Lord …..
God, as I think of a loved one who is in a season of waiting,
I pray now that You would speak into their silence …….
As I return to the passage, I open my ears to hear Your
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Word and my heart to yield to Your Will once again.
“After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a
period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. On one
occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this
command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father
promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptised
with water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy
Spirit” (Acts 1: 3-5 (NIVUK))
I think about the silence which enveloped Elijah as he waited in the
cleft of rock for God to draw near ~ windswept, rubbing the ash from
his eyes after the earthquake, hurricane and fire ~ in the quietness
of a whisper, God finally speaks …
I think of the disciples, huddled together in a room in Jerusalem,
waiting, hoping, living in the pregnant pause before God disturbs the
air in a very special way, changing the world forever…
Father, in my waiting, give me hope
Jesus, in my wanting, give me strength Spirit,
in my longing, give me the truth of God’s promises written
over my life
Help me today to embrace the silence which both precedes
and invites the rushing wind and fire of Your presence.
In the stillness, I wait for You Lord
As I prepare to take this time of prayer into the coming day, the Lord
who loves me says in John 14:
“I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help
you and be with you for ever – the Spirit of truth. The world cannot
accept him because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you
know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.”
(John 14: 16&17 (NIVUK))
Father, help me to live this day to the full, being true to
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You in every way. Jesus, help me to give myself away to
others, being kind to everyone I meet. Spirit, help me to
love the lost, proclaiming Christ in all I do and say. Amen.
All Bible verses quoted are from NIVUK (UK): Holy Bible, New
International Version® Anglicized, NIVUK® Copyright © 1979, 1984,
2011 by Biblica, Inc.®
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
-----ooo----These devotionals for Pentecost were included in a much wider
prayer initiative ~ 24/7 Prayer (Peter Grieg) ~ which provides Bible
reflection twice daily (morning and evening). You can access these
through an app, Lectio 365 ~ for more details go to:
www.24-7prayer.com/dailydevotional
Next time we will be looking at Justin Welby’s thoughts on the Day of
Pentecost (2021) and looking forward to this year’s thy Kingdom
Come…

Robin
Used by permission of Thy Kingdom Come

Thy Kingdom Come 2022
Plans are underway for the 7th annual ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ – the
global ecumenical prayer for evangelisation, initiated by the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York – occurring from Ascension to
Pentecost.
This year, the campaign will take place from the 26 th May to 5th June
2022 and once again there are a variety of resources available from
www.thykingdomcome.global/
prayer-resources
And for children (and the young at
heart) there are The Cheeky
Pandas! Look on the TKC website.
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Walking According
to the Spirit
“Now I am a Christian, everything will be OK, won’t it?”
Many of us believed this to be true when we first came to
Christ, but as we mature in Him we see that “Walking The Way”
also involves pain, suffering and persecution, just as Christ
Himself experienced. Let’s look at how Neil shows that we can
avoid unnecessary anguish if we truly walk “According to the
Spirit”

Robin
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you
face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of
your faith produces perseverance” (James 1: 2&3)
“Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on
what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with
the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit
desires” (Romans 8:5)
***

Walking According to the Spirit
The centre of all spiritual bondage is the mind. That’s why the battle
must be fought and won if you are to experience the freedom in
Christ He purchased for you on the cross. Paul wrote:
“For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the
world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of
the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish
strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that
sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take
captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ”
(2 Corinthians 10: 3-5)
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Before you came to Christ, bad habits and sinful thought patterns
were established as you lived your life independently of God. When
you became a Christian, your old habits and patterns weren’t
erased; they are still a part of your flesh and must be dealt with daily.
Thankfully, you’re not just a product of your past; you are a new
creature in Christ:
“

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:
the old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
Now you are primarily the product of the work of Christ on the cross.
Patterns of negative thinking and behaviour are learned, and they
can be unlearned through disciplined Bible study. We need to be
freed from the shackles of Satan’s lies by God’s truth. Jesus said:
“You shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free” (John 8:32)
Victory is truly available for those who are in Christ. There is a war
raging for our minds, but we are on the winning side, for we are
more than conquerors in Christ!
Today, Lord, I tear down all thoughts established in my mind
against the knowledge of You. I choose to believe who You are
and who I am in Christ.
***

Our Relationship to Sin
Even though you are dead to sin, sin's strong appeal may still cause
you to struggle with feeling that you are more alive to sin than you
are to Christ. But Romans 6:1-11 teaches us that what is true of the
Lord Jesus Christ is true of us in terms of our relationship to sin and
death. God the Father allowed His Son to be sin so that all the sins
of the world (past, present and future) would fall on Him. When He
died on the cross, our sins were on Him. But when He rose from the
grave, there was no sin on Him and since we are seated in the
heavenlies in Christ, we too have died to sin.
“Count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ
Jesus” (Romans 6:11)
Sin is still strong and appealing, but your relationship with sin has
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ended. Many Christians who are still trying to die to sin, often live
lives that are fruitless ~ because they are struggling to do something
that has already been done.
“through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set
you free from the law of sin and death” (Romans 8:2).
Romans 6:11 tells us that whether you feel dead to sin or not; you are
to consider it so because it is so! People wonder, "What experience
must I have for this to be true?" The only necessary experience is that
of Christ on the cross, which has already happened.
Lord, teach me not always to believe what I feel about my
relationship to sin, but to believe the truth that I am dead to it.
***

Our Choice
In Romans 6:1-11 Paul uses the past tense to emphasize that we
died to sin the moment we placed faith in Christ. Sin is a taskmaster
that demands service from its subjects. You are dead to sin, but you
still can serve it by putting your body at sin's disposal. It's up to you to
choose whether you're going to let your body be used for sin or for
righteousness. Paul tells us how to relate to sin.
“

Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you
obey its evil desires. Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as
an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God
as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer
every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness.
For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not
under the law, but under grace” (Romans 6:12-14)
"Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s
mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God – this is your true and proper worship" (Romans
12:1)
Because of Christ's victory over sin, you are completely free to
choose not to allow sin to be your master. The choice is up to you
and it is your responsibility.
Lord, continue to show me who I am in Christ that I may daily
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yield my body to you as a living sacrifice.

Neil Anderson
Freedom in Christ Ministries
Used by permission
All Bible verses quoted are from the Holy Bible, New Living
Translation, copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House
Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.,
Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.
***
In his first letter, Peter tells us:
“You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of
him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of
God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have
received mercy” (1 Peter 2:9&10)
As Sheilagh said in her recent talk, Let us give up our trinkets so that
we can receive His treasure.
God has chosen each one of us, let us choose Him!
Father, Thank You that I am Your Special Possession. Help me
to make the right choices in my walk with Jesus, that I may
declare Your praises in all that I do.

Robin
Sunday Morning Refreshments
As things slowly change and improve we are hoping to be able to
offer refreshments again after our services. This will only be
possible if we have enough people to help. Please can you consider
helping us to provide this service to others. Either speak to me at
church or email me at kingsmerehouse@hotmail.co.uk.
Many thanks. Debbie
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on our Christian Brothers and Sisters being
persecuted for their faith
Could religious freedoms be lost in Ukraine?
As Russia continues its invasion of Ukraine, Open Doors joins with
others across the world in being shocked and saddened by the news,
images and videos emerging from the country highlighting the awful
suffering facing millions of innocent people. You can find here prayer
points, together with updates and observations from commentators
and local pastors...
Alan Hall remembers the first time he met the Christians of Kiev,
Ukraine.
“I worked with the Baptist Church in Ukraine. We worked to get them
the materials they needed to help them with their Christian witness.”
This was risky work back then, in the 1980s, when Alan was
president for international development at the Christian charity Open
Doors. It was a time when Ukraine was subsumed into the sprawling
communist Soviet Union.
Smuggling Bibles into Ukraine
For over 60 years, Open Doors has been providing support for
Christians around the world facing persecution for their faith, and life
for practising Christians in Ukraine was tough.
Any form of Christian witness was strictly forbidden, under the rule of
the atheist Soviet Union. However, as Alan remembers, this didn’t
dampen the spirits of Christians.
“Often in the UK, we can be very passive and reactive about our
faith,” he says. “The church in places like Kiev wasn’t reactionary,
Christians were living their faith, they were working it out proactively.”
The most sought-after resource in all the nations of the Soviet empire
were Bibles, and Open Doors, in the footsteps of its founder Brother
Andrew had been smuggling them into Ukraine by the thousand.
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There has been no need to do that for Ukrainian Christians for over
three decades now. Ukraine left the USSR in 1990. And whereas
some post-Soviet nations have slidden into totalitarianism, religious
freedom has remained untouched there. Most of the country still
identifies as Christian, and nearly two thirds belong to branches of the
Orthodox Church.
The Russian invasion and religious freedom
In the last few days, as Russian tanks advance on the major cities,
citizens have taken to the streets to fight, afraid they might lose vital
freedoms such as democracy. What about religious freedoms,
though? Could Ukraine return to the bad old days of underground
churches and smuggled Bibles?
Russia itself has tightened up its legislation against some forms of
missionary activity, with the controversial Yarovaya law (or ‘antimissionary’ law), which was passed in 2016. It sees the government
imposing legal restrictions and controls over churches, with church
leaders sometimes facing interrogation.
However, according to Rolf Zeegers, who works as a Persecution
Analyst for Open Doors, even if the Russian invasion is successful,
Ukraine’s churches are unlikely to see a return to Soviet days.
“I don’t think Russia is seeking to annexe Ukraine, so we don't need
to expect the implementation of Russia’s anti-missionary legislation in
Ukraine. However, there would be restrictions.
“Churches could be prevented from getting funds from abroad, having
visiting pastors from abroad, who would otherwise provide training as
well as imported Christian literature. Even so, I do not expect a wave
of arrests and detentions.”
However, he agrees that the two ‘rebel’ regions, Donetsk & Luhansk,
whose new leaders have looked to Moscow for support, have seen
the churches stripped of some of their freedoms, since 2014.
“It’s a different situation in the two rebel regions, where the rebels
have been developing their own policies regarding religion. Officials
have confiscated Christian literature and churches have been
prevented from meeting when the regional authorities have denied
them the necessary registration.”
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Putin and the Russian Orthodox Church
One key difference between today and the days of Soviet occupation,
is that President Vladimir Putin’s Russia is no atheist state. Indeed, in
order to affirm his nationalism, Putin has been getting closer to the
ancient Russian Orthodox Church in recent years. The Church’s
leaders have often frowned upon the presence of other
denominations, including Baptists and even Roman Catholics, in a
region they have considered rightfully theirs.
There are similar feelings of toes being stepped upon in Ukraine,
where the Russian Orthodox Church has been present – as it has in
Russia – for over a thousand years. However, it has a rival. The
Ukrainian Orthodox Church has been present there for nearly 500
years. And in 2018 it was officially acknowledged by the Ecumenical
Patriarchate of Constantinople as a legitimate Orthodox Church in its
own right, finally cutting ties with the Moscow Patriarchate.
Relations between the two wings of Orthodox Christianity have not
been especially cordial, as Alan remembers from the days of
communism.
“I can tell you that in my dealings with the Russian Orthodox Church
in those years, there was no love lost between the Russian Orthodox
Church and the Ukrainian Orthodox Church,” he says. “They were
poles apart.”
This could spell trouble according to Rolf. “What may happen if
Ukraine steps into the fold of Russia again, is that the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church may be under pressure to unite again with
Moscow,” he says. “And if they don't want that, then we will have
problems.”
However, he doesn’t think the Russian Orthodox Church hold the
same sway in Russia now as it did in Tsarist days: “Don't forget that
70 years of atheist Communism blotted out quite a lot of the old
influences that the Russian Orthodox Church had on state bodies.
And Putin has never recognised them as the official state church.”
Churches unite to condemn invasion
Ironically, the current planned invasion appears to be bringing both
wings of Orthodoxy – and the whole Christian Church in Ukraine –
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closer together.
“I've seen statements from the Ukrainian and the Russian Orthodox
Churches in Ukraine condemning the invasion. I've seen the Greek
Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church in Ukraine saying
the same thing. The Baptists have been asking for prayer. They are
all of one mind on this – none of the Christian communities are
backing Moscow.”
One thing there is not official agreement on is how Ukraine’s
Christians should respond to the invasion. As ordinary citizens are
picking up guns and Molotov cocktails, what role should they play?
“We urgently need to pray that Ukraine’s believers will listen for the
voice of the Lord, for guidance and wisdom in this situation – so that
they will be able to stand strong and spread the gospel despite,
everything that is going on around them.”
Alan is convinced that, while the church there may have been free of
Soviet persecution since 1990, its passionate commitment to the
Gospel has not been erased by relative ease of subsequent decades.
He says: “I think the spirit of people there means that they will still
stand by the faith and whether they're old or young the church will
stand. The church will grow and the church will continue to live out its
Christian convictions.
“I think we should pray that they will be resolute, be wise, be warned
and be ready to serve the Lord.”
Are Christians persecuted in Ukraine and Russia?
Ukraine achieved independence from the USSR in 1991 and there is
religious freedom in most of the country. However, in Russia and
Russian-controlled areas of Ukraine, religious freedom is increasingly
in decline.
Russia has appeared in the top 50 of Open Doors’ World Watch List
in the past, as recently as 2020. In the current list, the country lies just
outside the top 50. The persecution largely stems from localised
pressure and violence against believers in Muslim-majority regions,
such as Dagestan and Chechnya.
Since 2016, following the introduction of the Yaravoya law (also
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known as the ‘anti-missionary law’), opposition against Christians
actively sharing their faith has intensified. This applies not only to
Russia but to regions in Ukraine under Russian influence and
control, such as Crimea.
The U.S. Committee on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF)
found that, ‘in Russian-occupied Crimea, the occupation authorities
continued to enforce Russia’s repressive laws and policies on
religion, which has resulted in the prosecution of peaceful religious
activity and bans on groups that were legal in Crimea under
Ukrainian law’. In fact, USCIRF even recommended that Russia be
placed on the State Department’s list of “Countries of Particular
Concern”.
Russia’s support of breakaway regions is also troubling for
Christians in Ukraine. Luhansk and Donetsk – two regions that have
declared independence – have imposed rules requiring religious
organisations to register. Complying with the rule has been difficult
for many Protestant churches – for example, a December 2019 list
of 195 registered religious organisations by the Luhansk authorities
showed that no permission had been granted to any Protestant
community.
In June last year, three Protestant churches were banned by
authorities in Donetsk and others had their buildings confiscated. In
August, books by Charles Spurgeon and Billy Graham were placed
on a list of banned ‘extremist’ literature by a court in Luhansk.
Consequently, as far as Ukraine is concerned, while most believers
can freely express and share their faith, there are some areas where
Christians are feeling the pinch of persecution.
How is the church responding to the crisis? Despite pressure and
persecution, and the wider crisis facing Ukraine, believers are united
and determined. “Those [churches] that are in the western part of
Ukraine… told our brothers and sisters in other parts of Ukraine that
if something happens, we will open our homes and our churches to
you,” explains Yarsolav ‘Slavik’ Pyzh, president of the Ukrainian
Baptist Theological Seminary.
Looking ahead, Yarsolav adds, “I think that we will rearrange,
reorganise, and still do what we always do: still preach the gospel.”
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Does Open Doors work in Ukraine?
Open Doors does not currently work in Ukraine, as there is religious
freedom in most of the country. However, we are gravely concerned
for the wellbeing and safety of all involved in the invasion of Ukraine
and are closely monitoring the situation on the ground. We will
continue to share the latest news and prayer requests as we receive
them, to help the church here to pray for the country and for the
Christians there.
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for
all the Lord’s people. Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words
may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of
the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may
declare it fearlessly, as I should.” (Ephesians 6:18-20)
Five ways to pray for Ukraine and Russia
1. Peace - Please pray for an end to the violence and tension, and
that leaders on all sides will pursue diplomacy and peace in a way
that allows people of all faiths to live in freedom and peace.
2. Protection and provision - Ask the Lord to guard people from harm
– both those in Ukraine and those travelling to places of refuge –
and provide for all their needs. Pray for a greater respect of
human rights.
3. Politicians - Ask that God would open the hearts of leaders in
Russia and in areas of Ukraine under Russian control, that they
would not restrict the ability of believers to worship God freely.
4. Persecuted believers - Pray that believers facing pressure for their
faith in Russia and Russian-controlled areas of Ukraine will be
encouraged and strengthened in their faith, and guarded from
harm (see below for more information).
5. Powerful witness - Ask the Lord to use His church in Ukraine and
Russia in powerful ways during this crisis. Pray that Christians in
both countries will be bold, united and strengthened in their
witness.
Source: Open Doors - used by permission
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Holiday
A group of Christians have arranged a 4 night holiday at the Elim
Conference Centre in the Malvern Hills during August this year. For
more details see the notice board or contact Julie
Croydon. julie.croydon@icloud.com,  405067

Connection Quiz Answers
1. USA.
2. Norway.
3. Fuji-Hakone-Izu National Park, Japan.
4. Germany.
5. And the Connection? USA (4), Japan
(1), Norway (1) and Germany (2) are the four countries that
have won the FIFA Women’s World Cup since it started in
1991 (8 tournaments).
6. The cover photo is of: a Ferris wheel in Honfleur, Normandie,
France
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The Puzzle Pages

2

Sudoku

3

A numerical
placement puzzle!
To solve it you need to fill
the grid so that every
column, every row and
every 3 x 3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9.
1

2

3

4

7

5

1

8

7
7

8

6

4

8

3

3

1
6

7

2

1

6
4

5

4

2

4

9

5

7
10

6

7

8

9

11
12

13

14
15

17

18

23

14
16

19

20

21

22

21

24

25

26

24
29

2

27

28

29

30

32

31
33
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Last month’s Sudoku - how did you do?
1

9

5

6

8

7

3

2

4

8

4

3

5

9

2

7

6

1

2

6

7

1

4

3

8

9

5

3

7

6

4

1

5

2

8

9

9

1

8

3

2

6

5

4

7

5

2

4

9

7

8

6

1

3

23 Joan of Arc, Maid of - (7)
25 3.142 (2)
26 Id Est initials (2)
27 Southampton FC (6)
30 You see with one (3)
32 Lady -, from Thunderbirds (8)
33 Someone from Zagreb (5)

6

5

1

8

3

4

9

7

2

Down

1 Shaggy’s companion (6 3)
2 No. 11 in Thomas the Tank
7 8 9 2 5 1 4 3 6
Engine (6)
Across
3 Cost of something (5)
1 Charlie Brown’s dog (6)
4 1st part of the Bible initials (2)
4 A northern town with an ’Athletic’ 5 ’Little -’ Christmas song (6)
FC (6)
6 Sound a cow makes (3)
7 @ (2)
7 Noah had one (3)
8 Not off (2)
9 Région Nord de la France,
10 Sir Laurence -, deceased British capitale Rouen (9)
actor (7)
11 Essential part of a theatre (5)
11 Sooty’s panda friend (3)
15 STBB is a - band (5)
12 Have a break, have a... (3 3)
16 French for candle (6)
13 Someone who makes beer (6)
19 The Dutch cheese that’s made
14 If expensive, could cost this & a backwards (4)
leg (3)
20 Medieval entertainer (6)
15 Young person (4)
21 A type of beer (3)
17 Not don’t (2)
24 - Pudding, dessert (4)
18 Winnie the Pooh is one (4)
28 Big Apple’s initials (3)
20 Mrs Cunningham (4)
29 Red Teletubby (2)
22 Shade of blue (5)
31 Thanks, slang (2)
4

3

2

7

6

9

1

5

8

41

The Link - April 2022

Can You Guess The Year?


Charlie Chaplin is knighted.



The film ‘Carry on Behind’ is released.



Derby County win the 1st Division title.



And UK No. 1s included:
David Essex with ‘Hold Me Close’
10CC with ‘I’m Not In Love’
Mud with ‘Oh Boy’
Bay City Rollers with ‘Bye Bye Baby’

Answer next issue

This Issue’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Questions
1. Who represented the UK at Eurovision in 1992?
2. Which team won the men's’ FA Cup in 1970?
3. What is the capital of Estonia?
4. What did the Romans call Canterbury?
5. Who was the wife of King William I?
6. In which art museum is The Laughing Cavalier by Frans Hals?
7. By what name was the Douglas C47 known in RAF service?
8. With which band does your editor play?
9. On the periodic table, which element is Rf?
10.In which European country would you find Keukenhof Gardens?
Answers next issue

Please note that the deadline for contributions for
the next magazine is:

Sunday 17th April
Contributions can be emailed at anytime up to the deadline day to
the editor at:

surc.thelink@btinternet.com
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Last Issue’s Solutions
- Guess the year: it was 1965
- Last issue’s crossword 

Last Issue’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Marion Bartoli
1997
Douglas
Vectis
Berengaria of Navarre
Museum of Modern Art, New

York
7. Roller skates
8. René Goscinny
Uderzo
9. Boron
10. Denmark
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Sunday Service
Morning 10:30

Morning Worship in church
Broadcast live on YouTube



Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of each month



All Age Service on last Sunday of each month

Weekday Activities
Monday 10:00

Prayer for Israel on Zoom

Tuesday 14:00
19:30

Bible Bite ministry in church
Broadcast live on YouTube
Prayer Meeting on Zoom

10:00

CatURpillars

Friday

Saturday 10:30

Coffee Morning on Zoom
– a chance to catch up and have a chat

Details of any other services/activities that we hold will be posted:
inside the church
 on our Facebook page
 and on our website


Minister:



Day off:

Rev Brian Harley
10 Dracaena Gardens, Shanklin PO37 7JQ
01983 862485
brianharley58@gmail.com
Monday

Secretary: Robin Wightman
 robinwightman@aol.com

Shanklin URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance
www.shanklinurc.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1130459
44

