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Not ashamed of the Gospel
I have just finished reading the biography of R.A.Torrey (1856-1928),
who is really the spiritual father of the Dunamis Project which
contains very practical systematic teaching on the Holy Spirit. His
great-grandson Ben leads the Dunamis Fellowship in South Korea
and is a close friend of Brad Long, who heads the work internationally
as Executive Director of PRMI. Ben’s
father, Archer Torrey was a mentor to Brad
in stepping out into Holy Spirit ministry
when he was in Korea.
Reuben Archer Torrey was drawn in to assist the great evangelist
Dwight L Moody and to lead his Bible Institute in Chicago in the late
19th Century. He then stepped into the great man’s shoes and was
led to travel the world from 1902-1906 sharing the Gospel and
teaching on prayer, evangelism and the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Few have heard of him, but unbelievably he filled the Royal Albert
Hall every night for a whole month with thousands coming to faith.
His ministry sparked spiritual awakenings in several continents and
links can be traced to the Welsh revival and the famous Azusa Street
revival in Los Angeles, where the Pentecostal movement had its
beginnings. His legacy is quite astounding. He was not a speaker that
used great emotion but his clear logical presentation of the Good
News of Jesus and the challenge to men and women to respond
brought remarkable results across the globe.
What struck me most in his story was his emphasis on personal
evangelism and how, in his early days as a pastor, he trained up
everyone in his churches to witness and lead people to Christ. This
was in his DNA and shaped the rest of his life’s work. Amidst all his
great work, he valued his family life and most of his children ended up
serving as missionaries, his son and wife heading out to Korea.
As Thy Kingdom Come approaches once again we are encouraged
to pray for our friends, family, neighbours and colleagues to come to
faith. This initiative sprung up within the Church of England but has
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been picked up and embraced
by many churches across the
nation and across the globe; all
one church seeking to share the
Good News of Jesus with our
communities.
This is focused on the eleven days between Ascension Day and
Pentecost (26th May – 5th June) – remembering how the disciples
and the wider group of believers met daily in prayerful anticipation of
the promised Holy Spirit. It’s a great opportunity for us to have a
short period of intense, intentional prayer focussing on those close to
us who we’d dearly love to see coming into relationship with God
through Jesus.
We are invited to join with others in praying for God’s Kingdom of
light to come and for a new dawn to break in people’s hearts
Torrey didn’t see denominations as of any great importance, though
he mainly ministered in Congregational and Presbyterian settings.
He was simply passionate about the life-changing message of
Jesus. The Apostle Paul famously wrote in Romans 1, “I am not
ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings
salvation to everyone who believes...” (v16).
May we have fresh confidence in the Gospel and its power to
change lives today; and may we commit to pray for five people we
know – and to be open to how the Lord may want to answer those
prayers through us, as the Spirit prompts us to share our own
experiences.
Torrey placed great emphasis on three things that he saw as vital in
seeing any great awakening: evangelism, intercessory prayer and
the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. These three essential ingredients
worked together to bring great fruit in his day. Let’s seek the Lord as
to how we can be faithful in bearing such fruit in our generation.
With my very best wishes,
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Thy Kingdom Come 2022

from 26th May to 5th June
Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites
Christians around the world to pray from Ascension to Pentecost for
more people to come to know Jesus. Since its start in 2016 God has
grown “Thy Kingdom Come” from a dream of possibility into a
movement. Millions of Christians from 172 countries have taken part
in praying ‘Come Holy Spirit’, so that friends and family, neighbours
and colleagues might come to faith in Jesus Christ.
During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that everyone
who takes part will:
 Deepen their own relationship with Jesus Christ
 Pray for 5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus
 Pray for the empowerment of the Spirit that we would be effective
in our witness
After the very first Ascension Day, the disciples gathered with Mary,
constantly devoting themselves to prayer while they waited for the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Like them, our reliance on
the gift of the Holy Spirit is total – on our own, we can do nothing.
We are praying that the Spirit will inspire and equip us to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ with our friends and families, our
communities and our networks. It is our prayer that those who have
not yet heard the Good News of Jesus Christ and his love for the
world will hear it for themselves and respond and follow Him.
Specifically, we again invite each and every Christian across the
globe to pray that God’s Spirit might work in the lives of 5 friends who
have not responded with their ‘Yes’ to God’s call.
“In praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all commit to playing our part in
the renewal of the nations and the transformation of communities."
Archbishop Justin Welby
4

Towards Thy Kingdom Come …
Continuing the series of daily devotions used during the
global prayer initiative “Thy Kingdom Come”…
These were delivered through a voice recording, try to imagine as
you read them that you are listening and responding... the overall
purpose is to ask God to empower us to become effective witnesses
for Jesus each day.

P, pausing to be still …
R, rejoicing with a Psalm and reflecting on the early church …
A, asking God to help us and others …
Y, yielding to His will in our lives, come what may …
***

11. The Day of Pentecost (Justin Welby)
As I enter prayer now, I pause to be still … to breath slowly …to
recentre my scattered senses upon the presence of God …
Creator God, who formed humanity from dust, breath in me
again, revive me and sanctify me by the power of Your
Spirit. Set my heart on fire with the Good News of Your
Gospel
I choose to rejoice in God’s goodness, joining with the ancient praise
of all God’s people in the words of the 36th Psalm:
“Your love, LORD, reaches to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the skies.
Your righteousness is like the highest mountains,
your justice like the great deep.
You, LORD, preserve both people and animals.
How priceless is your unfailing love, O God!
People take refuge in the shadow of your wings.”
(Psalm 36: 5-7 (NIV(UK))
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Today I reflect on the story of Pentecost when the promised Holy
Spirit fell on the disciples.
“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one
place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came
from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and
came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy
Spirit and began to speak in other tongues [a] as the Spirit enabled
them.” (Acts 2 :1-4 (NIVUK))
It is interesting that the Holy Spirit fills the home first and then,
moments later, the people within it. Clearly, places can host the
presence of God, as well as people.
Thank You Father that You love to give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask. And so, on this very special day, I invite You
now, Spirit of the Living God, to enter my home and fill me
too, in powerful, disruptive ways
When Jesus foretold, predicted, Pentecost, he said “you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the
ends of the earth”.
I pray now for a renewed mobilisation of Spirit-empowered
mission; an outpouring of fresh confidence in the Gospel, this
Pentecost
Lord, I name before You now people that I know who do not
yet know You and I ask You to give me opportunities to be
Your witness to them
As I return to Acts chapter 2, I notice the response of the crowds
who witnessed the Spirit-filled followers of Jesus bursting out onto
the streets of Jerusalem.
Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every
nation under heaven. When they heard this sound, a crowd came
together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own
language being spoken. Utterly amazed, they asked: ‘Aren’t all these
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who are speaking Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears
them in our native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamites;
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene;
visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans
and Arabs – we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own
tongues!’ Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, ‘What
does this mean?’ (Acts 2 :5-12 (NIVUK))
The confusion on the streets of Jerusalem reminds me of the story of
the tower of Babel. In Genesis 11 we read about a community of
people who try to make a name for themselves by building a tower
but they were scattered in confusion as God turned one language
into many. At Pentecost, a community of people acting in the name
of Jesus, miraculously spoke many languages making the Good
News understandable and accessible to all, in all their mother
tongues.
Today, the Church worldwide is the most culturally and socially
diverse community on earth. Day by day we conspire to follow Jesus
by serving, forgiving and creating beauty. Around the world, we seek
to educate, liberate and advocate for those who have no voice. The
Gospel has inspired artists from Michaelangelo to Aretha Franklin;
activists from William Wilberforce to Doctor Martin Luther King;
scientists from the physicist Sir Isaac Newton to the geneticist
Francis Collins.
And so as Your people gather around the world today, I
thank You Lord for Your beautiful, multi-cultural, intergenerational family. Revive us, sanctify us and unite us once
again I pray; forgive us our many sins and make us holy
Finally, I gather up all these prayers in the words of a great hymn,
written by William Booth, founder of the Salvation Army:
Thou Christ of burning, cleansing flame,
Thy blood-bought gift today we claim,
Look down and see this waiting host,
we want another Pentecost,
send the fire, send the fire!
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William Booth (1829 – 1912) Public Domain
CCL 40715
As I prepare to take this time of prayer into the coming day, the Lord
who loves me says to me that the Spirit I received brought about my
adoption and by Him I cry,

Abba Father
May this day bring Sabbath rest to my heart and my home
May Your image in me be restored and
my imagination in You be re-storied
May the gravity of material things be lightened and
the relativity of time be slowed down
May I know grace to embrace my own finite smallness in the
arms of Your infinite greatness
May Your Word feed me and Your Holy Spirit lead me in the
days ahead and into the Life to come. Amen.
All Bible verses quoted are from NIVUK (UK): Holy Bible, New
International Version® Anglicized, NIVUK® Copyright © 1979, 1984,
2011 by Biblica, Inc.®
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

-----ooo----These devotionals for Pentecost were included in a much wider
prayer initiative ~ 24/7 Prayer (Peter Grieg) ~ which provides Bible
reflection twice daily (morning and evening). You can access these
through an app, Lectio 365 ~ for more details go to:
https://www.24-7prayer.com/dailydevotional

Robin
Used by permission of Thy Kingdom Come
There are a variety of resources for Thy Kingdom Come available
from their website:
www.thykingdomcome.global/prayer-resources
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“Prayer is the key that unlocks all the storehouses of God’s
infinite grace and power. All that God is, and all that God has, is
at the disposal of prayer.”
R. A. Torrey, The Power of Prayer and the Prayer of Power
(Grand Rapids, MI: Clarion Classics, Zondervan, 1924, 1971)

Tuesday Prayer at 19:30
This s still being held via Zoom using the same account as for other
activities and groups :
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3242665584?
pwd=ZTlXZzBLWnkrWTNBY2JBK1o0K2ZXdz09
Meeting ID:
324 266 5584 Password: 936536.
These have been really encouraging and powerful times.
Do please join us if you are able – you can even ring in from an
ordinary phone, which is a normal landline charge; please dial:
02034 815240. Details are also in the weekly News Sheet
***
Do continue to use our Prayer Chain if there are urgent and
important issues that need prayer. Phone Hazel on 865181 or Jean
on 863850 - and do please consider joining if you are mostly around
at home. It is very important to be able to mobilise an army of prayer
warriors at short notice.
***

Text Prayer Network
This is now operational as an addition to our telephone chain.
Please text Lou on the number below with your prayer request and
she will mobilise a team of intercessors. Again, this is for urgent and
important issues that need immediate cover:

Lou Jupe - 07474 273119
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Prayer for Israel

Is held each Monday from 10:00 - 11:00
using the church Zoom. Please contact Roy & Melodie if you would
be interested in joining: 866912 or melodieroywilson@gmail.com
***

Prayer Group for the Persecuted Church
We hope to resume the monthly meetings soon – please speak to
Jane Hancock for more information.

New Elders
At our AGM in March we elected Karen Ogier, Janet Moore and
Alan Hutton to serve as Elders over the next three years – along
with Yvonne Sparks who was re-elected.
Our new Elders will be ordained and inducted at the Communion
Service on 1st May. Do please pray for them as they step into this
important role – and for the rest of the team as they begin to work
together as a new team – Sheilagh, Roy, Robin, Dave and Brian.
Our next church Meeting will be on Thursday 26th May at 19:30 and a special Zoom connection will be available.

Connection Quiz
1. Which Balearic island is well known for its lively nightlife?
2. Which city was the former home of the painter El Greco?
3. What was the first name of Trotsky; a Marxist and communist?
4. What was the name of the palace and fortress
complex located in Granada?
5. So, what is the connection between the
answers to questions 1 - 4?
6. And… where was the cover photo taken (hint: it
was in Shanklin)
Answers are on page 43
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The URC marks the 50th anniversary of its foundation
this year when Presbyterian and Congregational
churches came together to form a new church, which it
was hoped would be the first step towards further unity.
There is a special gathering at Westminster Central Hall in London
on Saturday 1st October which will be live-streamed. This is where
the inaugural meeting was held back in 1972. A celebration booklet
has been produced and we have enough copies for every
household. We also have a new welcome banner to go over our
entrance.
As part of the celebrations the Synod has a special day out for all:

Wessex Synod Big Day Out
Saturday 7th May at
Hollycombe - Steam in the Country
- near Liphook
The site is open from 10:00 until 17:00 with various special events
happening during the day.
Tickets are £8 and £5 for children – in advance (cheaper than to
visit there on a normal day). See pages 22/23.
Brian and Yvonne/Christopher are planning to take cars so there are
a few seats available.
Please do ask Brian if you’d like to go and need help with the cost.
It is only 1 mile from Liphook Station so is also fairly accessible by
public transport.
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Christians Working Together in The Bay
It was great to be able to share in outdoor
witness over the Easter weekend after a couple
of years of restrictions. Both the Procession of
Witness on Good Friday and the Sunrise
Service enjoyed great weather and were well
supported.

There are weekly shared services to worship and pray together
and these have now moved to 18:30. The venues for May will be
published soon:
A special event is being planned for the Queen’s Jubilee on 5th
June.

Jubilee Songs of Praise – 18:00 at Rylstone Gardens
– at the Bandstand. Why not come early and bring a picnic tea –
drinks will be available as there are events on all day from 11:30.
This is the first open air service of the season – after that we
will meet each week at 19:30 at the Bandstand, as in years gone
by.
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The Building is not the Church
Recently, Brian reminded us that the building is not the church. We
are The Church and we are not limited to Shanklin URC on the Isle
of Wight. We are part of a wider church, we are part of the family of
God.
I know many of us visit other churches when away on holiday and
we are blessed with visitors here. During Lockdown, I “visited” a
number of churches online.
I prayed with the Church On The Roundabout in Newport. I have
shared in services with St Paul’s, Shanklin and Christ Church,
Sandown, St Paul’s, Barton and with the Congregational Church,
Newport.
My cousin’s husband is Father Robert Davies from St Elvan’s in
Aberdare, Wales. St Elvan’s has benefitted from lottery funding and
now plays a key role in the community and heritage of the locality
whilst also a centre of worship. Incidentally, Robert had trained with
Father David Lawrence-March, recently at St Saviour’s, making the
world much smaller!
Rev Malcolm Duncan, who I have often heard speak at Spring
Harvest, led nightly prayers from his church in Ireland. Two or three
nights a week, from 22:30, he would lead prayers for around half an
hour on Facebook. A wonderful way to prepare for bed.
I went to Spring Harvest online last Easter and was blessed to share
with others from our church who also “went”.
I have had some issues with my mental health and joined a 10 week
Kintsugi Hope course with a group from Cheshire. The leaders and
majority of the group were Christians from different churches in the
area.
During this time, I have wondered what the post Lockdown church
would be like. We have been told to prepare for new wineskins and
to not put old wine in them. Praying through the Sabbath has been
part of this seeking of God’s will.
In addition, there has been much talk of end times and Biblical
prophesies being played out in front of our eyes. Many Jews are
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returning to their homeland of Israel, for example. Some are fleeing
persecution and war whilst others are answering a call in their
hearts.
The parable of the wise and foolish virgins warns us to be ready for
the bridegroom’s return and I have struggled to work out what my oil
lamps should look like in a practical sense so that I can ensure I am
ready whenever He returns. My belief is that God is saying that we
must have a deeper relationship with Him. We must spend time with
Him, as we did during the time of Sabbath, we must spend more
time with Him in prayer and listening to Him. We must also spend
more time reading His word. As shared in Sunday’s service, He is
our guiding light, He brings us a peace like no other and He has it all
in hand.
Praise Him.
Carole Smith

Update on the ‘Love Russia’ Charity
Although the office of this Christian
ministry is no longer situated on the
Island, we have continued to receive
their news and the current April/May edition of their magazine is very
helpful in knowing how to pray for their work at this time.
The needs do not go away. Part of their calling is to support those
escaping abusive relationships in a Women’s Crisis Centre and
providing education support for young people who have come from
very difficult family circumstances.
Do please take a copy and read of the valuable work being carried
out. Please pray for those staffing the office in this country, that they
would still be able to support the vital work taking place in Russia
without any restrictions. Also just to say that they are very grateful
for any gifts to help in this, no matter how small.
Blessings
Jane H
Source: Love Russia
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CARE Prayer Diary: 24th April - 23rd July 2022
This is a wonderful resource for the Body of Christ with insightful
prayers written for each day with understanding about the many
issues facing our nation and world.
The following written by Ross Hendry, CEO of CARE, speaks of the
calling God has given this valuable ministry.
A friend recently gave me some sunflower seeds, and, as she told
me how they should be planted, we shared how they are said to
always face east to catch the first rays of the rising sun - and in their
early growth actually swivel round as the day progresses. Similarly,
as disciples of Jesus we grow by facing the Son.
CARE’s faithful presence in public life relies on looking towards
Jesus; the warmth of His grace; His light into the darkness.
Our work is nothing without prayer. It is ‘the slender nerve that
moves the muscle of omnipotence’, wrote Charles Spurgeon. That
means your prayers area great thing.
They have helped CARE’s work over four decades become a holy
calling and have filled our endeavours with the power of the Holy
Spirit. Just this year we have seen remarkable change in
government policy and good laws passed. But the need is great and
there is much still for CARE to do.
Your prayers are invaluable, and we would love them to be enriched
by sending you regular news about our work or strengthened by any
gift you could make. Whatever you are able to do or give thank you;
thank you for standing with us in facing the Son.
There are again many and varied concerns to pray into, in this issue,
as follows:


Health and Wellbeing



Listening



Family Values



Exploitation and Slavery



Politics and Faith
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Giving Thanks



Hope for the World



Future Leadership



Community Caring



Women at Risk



Choosing Life



Challenges Youth Face



Urban Priorities

CARE are particularly keen to make contact with folk individually, as
Ross’ article says, to send regular news and updates and to be
supported in their valuable work by those who are able.
We continue to receive a quantity of the Prayer Diary for us as a
church, but if you felt able to register with them personally then this
would also aid CARE in their work with the government, as the more
people they are able to say they represent when lobbying about
proposed changes in laws etc. the better!
Do ask if you’d like to know more - it is so vital to have such a work
that is looking out, as those who are watchmen for the moral and
spiritual life of our nation.
In the meantime, do please take a copy of the new Prayer Diary from the back of the church - or read online from https://care.org.uk/
prayer (as well as seeing their other resources for prayer).
Blessings in Jesus name
Jane H
Source: CARE Prayer Diary
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Onwards in the Book of Acts
Last time we left the early church having just appointed their first
Diaconate and Jonathan Snell left us with a question, are we all
deaconning today?
We now follow the story of one of those appointed, Stephen …
***

Acts 6: 8-15 Stephen seized
These seven were not merely “table waiters”, in verse 8 we are told,
“Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great
wonders and signs among the people”. We later see these gifts in
Philip and many others including Priscilla and Lydia. The church
asked God for one thing but ended up with so much more … as
often happens in our lives today!
With the expansion of this group, we see opposition rising amongst
the Jews once again. They tried to argue with Stephen but could not
match his God-given wisdom and so they resorted to producing false
witnesses ~ a tactic used when the Lord Jesus was challenged!
Standing Up For Jesus Will Always Result in Both Acceptance
and Rejection
Stephen is accused of speaking against The Law of Moses and The
Temple ~ which were pillars that held their faith together. He is
seized and bought before the Sanhedrin, and when they look at him
“they saw that his face was like the face of an angel” (v15). In
persecution, Stephen is full of Grace, Power and Wisdom … he is
Radiating!
Jesus Promises That When We Are Challenged The Holy Spirit
Will Give Us Wisdom And Strength.
We Must Not Be Afraid to Speak Up

Acts 7: 1-53 Stephen’s speech to the Sanhedrin
Far from speaking against the temple and the law, Stephen speaks
respectfully and boldly ~ he doesn’t defend himself against these
false charges but constructs an argument from the very beginning of
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their nation!
He speaks of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; of Joseph and his brothers
in Egypt; of Moses and the Law; of David and Solomon .. and finally
of Jesus, the Righteous One ~ “and now you have betrayed and
murdered him” (v52).
He has not abandoned his Jewishness ~ he is saying “Yes, God did
these things but that was not the end!”
The Journey is Important
But the Destination Is of Most Importance
During the speech, he brings out 2 central themes:
Firstly Rejection: Joseph by his brothers, Moses by his people and
now Jesus by the Sanhedrin
Secondly Space/Location: God was with Joseph, God was with
Moses and God was with his people in the Temple BUT He is not
tied to particular places
God Can Not Be Contained in a Building
He Is Not Limited in Any Way
Stephen is telling them he is not guilty of speaking against the Law
and the Temple ~ he is showing them that Jesus replaces the
Temple and fulfils the Law!

Acts 7: 54-60 The stoning of Stephen
The death of Stephen is recorded simply (as was the crucifixion). He
is the first martyr (a Greek word that means Witness).
“ While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive
my spirit.’ Then he fell on his knees and cried out, ‘Lord, do not hold
this sin against them.’ When he had said this, he fell
asleep” (v59&60)
When faced with the true gospel, many will become angry and
refuse to listen. However central to Christian teaching is our need to
love those who oppose us. There are many parallels with Jesus in
this story, Stephen is following in His footsteps …
We Are All Called To Follow In Our Lord’s Footsteps
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In verse 58 we are introduced to a young man named Saul, who was
looking after their coats. He must have witnessed the speech and
the stoning, which surely would have lodged in his mind. Perhaps to
be remembered when he later met the risen Lord?
Who Knows What Fruit Our Words May Bring In The Future!

Acts 8: 1-25 The church persecuted and
scattered; Philip in Samaria; Simon the sorcerer
(Mark Williams delivered this talk)
Chapter 8 begins with the phrase “And Saul approved of their killing
him” and goes on to say that a great persecution arose. The early
church was scattered throughout Judea and Samaria, whilst
Christians were dragged off and put into prison.
We see the authorities boldly setting themselves against these
people, with Saul becoming the main protagonist. They probably
thought that this new group had been defeated, but God uses
persecution to advance His aims.
That Which Is Intended For Evil, God Uses For Good
A Persecuted Church Is A Church That Grows
We see the Gospel on the move; here is the beginning of the
fulfilment of Jesus’ last recorded words:
“you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8)
Those who were scattered preached The Word, including Philip
(another of those chosen in chapter 7). We are told that he
proclaimed the name of Jesus in Samaria, performing many signs
and healings. The crowds gathered and paid close attention to his
words!
With Philip, We Are Ambassadors for Christ
We must be mindful that what we do and say will be given close
attention. The last words in this section are “so there was great joy in
that city”. When the gospel is proclaimed, we too can expect joy to
result. As the angel of the Lord said to the shepherds “Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the
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people” (Luke 2:10).
Next, we are introduced to Simon, a sorcerer, who had gained the
respect of the people through his works of magic. But when Philip
proclaimed the good news, this man also believed and was baptised
along with many others.
However, Simon’s belief was flawed. He was a proud man and was
unable to give God all the glory. Peter and John have travelled from
Jerusalem to see what was happening and immediately realised that
Simon’s heart was not right:
“You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not
right before God. Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in
the hope that he may forgive you for having such a thought in your
heart” (v21/22)
Simon asks Peter to pray for him but we are not told what happened
to him. Possibly Luke, in investigating his account, spoke to him?
Our God is merciful and freely forgives all those who repent. Who of
us can say that we are never tempted to “take the glory”?
At Times We All Need Prayer and to Repent of Our Sin
We Must Ask God to Free Us to Live Solely For His Glory
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so
easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked
out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of
faith. For the joy that was set before him he endured the cross,
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so
that you will not grow weary and lose heart” (Hebrews 12: 1-3)

Robin (thanks Brian & Mark)
All Bible verses quoted are from the NIVUK (UK): Holy Bible, New
International Version® Anglicized, NIVUK® Copyright © 1979, 1984,
2011 by Biblica, Inc.®. Used by permission. All rights reserved
worldwide.
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Good News Newspaper - Latest Edition
The May edition of the Good
News Newspaper has arrived,
and it’s available to read online
too. It’s full of ’Good News’, of
course(!!), and it is ideal for
giving to family, friends and
neighbours, once you’ve read it
yourself!
The headline article this month
is about:
Brothers in Arms:
How Russian and Ukrainian
churches are working together to
help victims of the war.
And as usual there are many
other great articles to read,
including:
Ukraine Turns To The Bible - The Bible sells out in Ukraine as
people seek God
 Miracles In The War - Ukrainians see unexploded bombs,
Russian tanks run out of fuel, even storms holding back ships
 Apprentice Star's Generosity - Tim Campbell says God led him
to help others in business
 Inga Wings His Way To Heaven - The inspiring faith of one of
rugby's greatest players
 Bible In Bloom - Chelsea Flower Show's Psalm 23 Garden
inspires community gardens across the UK
 28 Years On Death Row - An innocent black man survives death
row - and leads a Ku Klux Klan murderer to faith!
Do please help yourself to a copy (or copies if you can use them!) at
the back of the church, or read it online at www.goodnewspaper.org.uk/
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“We are against this violence with all our
hearts” – an interview with a believer in Russia
18th March 2022
As the violence in Ukraine continues, Open Doors partners met with
Olya*, a Christian from Russia. In her own words, she shared with
them what life is like for believers there, and how her church is
responding to the unfolding crisis. *Name changed for security
reasons

Olya and her family are taking comfort from the Bible as they
continue to pray for the church in Ukraine
As a Christian, how do you feel the war between Russia and
Ukraine?
Initially, my family and I couldn’t believe this was the truth, it looked
so crazy and impossible. We are against the war; we pray that God
will intervene and stop the violence. It was so hard to accept that our
country started the war, that we ‘broke somebody’s home’.
It was also hard to accept that this would have very hard
consequences for the whole world. The first week was so hard for
me; I was crying every day because of what I was learning from the
media and social networks about the situation: violence, suffering
Ukrainian people, refugees, death. I also heard about Christian
believers and churches suffering from the war. It made me cry and
suffer and pray constantly; I couldn’t find peace.
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How did you and your church react?
In our church, we organised prayers, even 24-hour prayer chains for
the situation. Groups of church members prayed day and night, and
many were fasting. We can’t stop the war, we can’t even speak out
to be heard, we can’t organise a revolt against our president and the
government. As Christians, we have to bless, even though we are so
much against what they do. We believe there could be another way,
a diplomatic way to come to an agreement.
Our church also collected some funds for Ukrainian believers and
sent them through one of our church members who had relatives on
that side. The funds went to a church where there are lots of
disabled people, and they were so grateful for this. They also
purchased groceries for church members. Now we plan to collect
more, but right now we don’t know how to transfer the funds as the
border is closed. We pray for the opportunity to transfer.
What kind of problems are you facing now?
It is very hard for us – Russian believers – to feel the hatred from all
over the world. It makes us feel guilty, even though we are not; we
didn’t ask for this war, we don’t support it, we are against this
violence with all our hearts.
My close relatives are a Christian family who have young sons. They
are so stressed because their sons might be recruited into the army
in the next few months and sent to war. They fear for their sons’ lives
and, of course, they do not want their sons to fight against our
brothers, killing people in their homes in this senseless struggle.
What are you personally struggling with at the moment?
The first week was the hardest. So many issues – lots of news and
all of them seemed to be lying; propaganda means that there is no
chance to learn the truth about what is happening. The growing
violence, death and hatred made me so sad; I cried.
Then we also face problems because of sanctions, economic issues,
which are not easy to deal with in everyday life. We can see that
sanctions do not harm those who organised the war – politicians;
they punish ordinary civilians.
One of the hardest things for me was worrying about my family,
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about my relatives who can be recruited into the army and sent to
war. I couldn’t stand this madness and I dived into prayer and the
Scriptures, by myself and together with my family – my husband and
three children. God is faithful; He gave us peace. Now I am sure that
I am not guilty in what happens. God keeps everything under His
control, even though we cannot understand why this happens. God
warned us about such situations in Matthew 24:6: “You will hear of
wars and rumours of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed.
Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.”
I know God protects me and my family and He always will do; He
provides for all our needs. God taught us through this terrible
situation that we should not be sad because of the hatred
everywhere; we can love, He gave us the example.
We are still struggling sadness and worry because of the events
every day. But now we don’t feel as lost and frustrated.
How would you like people pray for you, your family and other
believers in your country?
First of all, I want to express my gratitude to everybody who is
praying for this situation, for Ukrainian citizens and the church, for
our country – thank you very much! Prayers are so needed now,
keep going, please!
Please Pray:


That God would intervene in the situation and stop the violence



For God’s wisdom for the presidents and authorities of both our
countries for how to deal with the situation in peaceful way



That God will care for those who are in danger, especially for
Ukrainian people who lost their beloved ones, for His comfort and
protection over them and the Ukrainian church



For opportunities for our churches to support Ukrainian believers
in need

Please also pray for Russia:


That God will comfort Russian families who have lost their
beloved ones
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For Russian men not to be sent to this senseless war

Please pray for me and my family too, to feel peace, and for God’s
protection. Pray that God will turn this terrible situation to the better,
even though this looks impossible now, to turn the hatred into love.
He is almighty and He can do much more than we can imagine, He
can change this. Please support us and our Ukrainian brothers and
sisters in prayer.
The Russian invasion and religious freedom
As Russian tanks advanced on the major cities, citizens have taken
to the streets to fight, afraid they might lose vital freedoms such as
democracy. What about religious freedoms, though? Could Ukraine
return to the bad old days of underground churches and smuggled
Bibles?
Russia itself has tightened up its legislation against some forms of
missionary activity, with the controversial Yarovaya law (or ‘antimissionary’ law), which was passed in 2016. It sees the government
imposing legal restrictions and controls over churches, with church
leaders sometimes facing interrogation.
Could religious freedoms be lost in Ukraine?
As Russia continues its invasion of Ukraine, Open Doors joins with
others across the world in being shocked and saddened by the
news, images and videos emerging from the country highlighting the
awful suffering facing millions of innocent people. You can find on
the Open Doors website prayer points, together with updates and
observations from commentators and local pastors.
Alan Hall remembers the first time he met the Christians of Kiev,
Ukraine.
“I worked with the Baptist Church in Ukraine. We worked to get them
the materials they needed to help them with their Christian witness.”
This was risky work back then, in the 1980s, when Alan was
president for international development at Open Doors. It was a time
when Ukraine was subsumed into the sprawling communist Soviet
Union.
Source: Open Doors - used by permission
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Bible Society: Updates on Urgent Situations
Desperate People Long for Bibles
In a world where there seems to be
many conflicts and disasters, so
often there are great opportunities to
reach people with the love of God
and to answer the call for His Word.
A recent letter from Bible Society spoke about the tragic situation in
Ukraine and how Ukrainians are desperate for Bibles. However, the
Bible Society’s team in Ukraine are running out of copies. They
urgently need the Scriptures.
The call goes out: Please will you provide God’s Word?
A message was recently received from the leader of the team:
I am writing to you today with a special request for solidarity. Will you
provide bibles at this time of fear and uncertainty?
Right now, people need hope. Churches are filled with people
wanting to pray and find comfort. People call us and visit daily,
desperate to get Bibles.
But, just weeks into the year, our stock is almost gone. People are
taking whatever we have. A few days ago, a pastor visited our office
asking for Bibles. When he heard there were none left, he pleaded
for Bibles that were damaged or even for copies with pages missing.
He said, “Even these Bibles will be of immense value to my
community.” His longing broke my heart.
Please will you give the Ukrainian people the Bibles they yearn for?
The letter from Bible Society continues.
Every day, pastors and priests call at the Kyiv office asking for
Bibles. People bravely gather in huge numbers, from all
denominations, to pray for God’s mercy and grace. Our team has a
special military pass to travel around the city to distribute Scripture
and basic aid.
You may be moved to hear the words of Psalm 31 have become the
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heartfelt cry of the Ukrainian people: ‘Terror on every side! They
conspire against me and plot to take my life. But I trust in you,
Lord, I say, “You are my God.”.’ (v 13-14)
The Bible speaks to people’s hearts and, in these dark days of war,
God’s word brings hope.
Right now, there’s a critical need for more Bibles.
Earlier this year, our team printed enough Bibles for the whole of
2022 - but the run on Bibles has been so intense, the stock is almost
gone. We’re also reaching out to the huge numbers of refugees
across Europe. So many traumatised women and children need the
hope of Scripture.
Please will you provide Bibles today, to meet the enormous
demand for God’s word?
£20 will buy four Bibles for soldiers and their families.
£50 will give five children in Ukraine a children’s Bible
£250 will give 50 Bibles to Ukrainian refugees in Europe
£1,100 will provide 100 Ukrainian children across Europe with God’s
word.
Please remember, there are many, many agencies providing
humanitarian aid. That’s vitally important, of course. But when it
comes to the huge Bible need, Ukrainians depend on the generosity
of you and me.
Your Bibles will go direct to soldiers and their families, people living
on the front line and Ukrainian refugees across Europe. You’ll bring
courage and hope to those filled with sorrow. Your gift of God’s
word shows you care.
If you are able to give online at www.biblesociety.org.uk/ukraine22
your donation will go to work even faster. Or call 01793 418222. If
neither option is possible, please don’t worry, just send your gift by
post to Bible Society, Stonehill Green, Westlea, Swindon SN5 7DG
Please keep on praying - and if you are able, any donation would be
very gratefully received. The sums of money mentioned above are
huge, but it seemed right to share the whole of this letter from Bible
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Society for any response that might be possible. We have been so
blessed to have God’s word in our lives, “a lamp to our feet and a
light to our paths”, guiding us in paths of righteousness and a
comfort and strength in life. May we share the blessings we have
with those in such desperate need.
Do ask if you would like any further information - and just to say that
in another area of instability, many people of all ages continue to
open their hearts to the Word of God. Praise God that this light
shines brightly even in the darkest places.
The April Bible a Month Club featured the children of Syria and the
ministry of Bible Society there. Many dear children will have received
Bibles and Scripture storybooks over Easter. A wonderful work.
Please pray that many children will experience the healing power of
Jesus and through reading His Word, may many be helped to deal
with the terrible traumas they have been through and be enabled to
build a brighter future. More than anything, may they encounter
Jesus, the one who loves them and died for them.
If you want to join the Bible a Month Club and help this vital work,
please go to www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/bible-a-month/
where you can do so, as well as getting more information on what
they do.
God bless you and thank you for any way in which you can help.
Jane H
Source: Bible Society - used by permission

Sylvia Lay-Flurrie is doing the flat walk for Walk the Wight on 8 th May
this year and would be grateful of sponsorship to raise funds for the
Mountbatten Hospice. Should you wish to sponsor Sylvia please talk
to her in church.
She would also like to thank those who have already sponsored her.
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Update on Ukraine
Following the recent newsletter from Samaritan’s Purse called
‘Crisis in Ukraine’ and the article with regard to their ministry with the
Emergency Field Hospital in last month’s copy of The Link, an update
has been received entitled ‘The Strength to Continue’, which we also
hope to get copies of to share.
Do look out for these and as well as the first leaflet which also
speaks of the amazing way God has been at work through the
Shoebox Gifts reaching thousands of children - last year more than
56,000 children made the life changing decision to follow Jesus. Pray
for all these precious children, that they will be being sustained and
protected during these desperate times in their nation.
Thank you Christopher, our ‘Link’ editor for April’s ‘Focus’ item on
Ukraine from Open Doors. Such a very helpful article to help us pray.
Ukrainian Pastor Arrested
News has come from Release International of the arrest of a
Ukrainian pastor in the besieged city of Mariupol and this has fuelled
fears of the persecution of Christians in areas of Russian control.
In these parts of Ukraine that have been under Russian separatist
control in recent years, Protestants have already faced restrictions on
their religious freedoms.
Please Pray
If you did not get to read April’s issue of The Link, there are still some
copies at church (as well as still being available from the church’s
website). I do commend the ‘Focus’ item to you as being so helpful in
understanding the situation in Ukraine. The usual resources from
Open Doors and Release are available also.
So many of our brothers and sisters throughout the world are facing
huge challenges - outright persecution, discrimination in daily lives in
education, employment and the basic necessities of life when living
under hostile regimes - the World Watch List 2022 is such a helpful
‘tool’ to pray for them with understanding.
Blessings and thank you for every prayer - so appreciated. Jane H
Source: Samaritan’s Purse & Release International
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We Are a New Creation!

Since the Fall described in Genesis 3, creation has been subjected
to the rule of Satan; that is until Christ came! He defeated Satan at
the cross and we are now able to choose Freedom in Him.
“

Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this
world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will
draw all people to myself” (John 12: 31&32)
Neil explains that as Christians we have been restored into God’s
perfect plan for all creation …
“Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness,
so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky,
over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures
that move along the ground.’ Genesis 1: 26
***

The Significant Dominion
In the original creation, Adam didn't search for significance; he was
significant. He was given rule over all His creatures. Was Satan on
the scene at creation? Yes. Was he the god of this world at that
time? Not at all. Who had the dominion in the garden? Under the
authority of God, Adam did, that is until Satan usurped his dominion
when Adam and Eve fell. That's when Satan became the god of this
world.
Do you realize that the significant dominion Adam exercised before
the Fall has been restored to you as a Christian? That's part of your
inheritance in Christ. Satan has no authority over you, even though
he will try to deceive you into believing that he has. Because of your
position in Christ, you have authority over him:
“ And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the
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heavenly realms in Christ Jesus” Ephesians 2:6
“The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s
work” 1 John 3:8
The whole plan of God is to restore fallen humanity and establish the
kingdom of God where Satan now reigns. This work of God is not
just for our personal victory but for all of creation.
“For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to
be revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its
own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that
the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and
brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.”
Romans 8:19-21
Thank You, Lord, that I am part of Your redemptive plan. Show
me my responsibility so I may live a life of purpose.
***

Safety, Security and Belonging
Not only was Adam given a significant, authoritative role at creation,
but he also enjoyed a sense of safety and security. Adam was
completely cared for in the garden; all his needs were provided for.
He had plenty to eat and there was plenty for the animals. He could
eat of the tree of life and live forever in God's presence. He lacked
nothing. When Adam sinned, he lost that sense of safety and
security. Before, he was naked and unashamed. After, he wanted to
hide from God and cover up. The first emotion expressed by fallen
humanity was fear.
“And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his
glory in Christ Jesus” Philippians 4:19
Safety and security is another facet of our inheritance in Christ. We
have the riches of His kingdom at our disposal and His promise to
supply all our needs. Adam and Eve also experienced a sense of
belonging in that perfect garden. Adam enjoyed intimate, one-on-one
communion with God before Eve was created. Then God said it was
not good for man to be alone (Genesis 2:18). So He gave Eve to
Adam and Adam to Eve to enrich his experience of belonging.
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Before the Fall, Adam and Eve had a sense of belonging. But after
the Fall they felt rejected, experiencing a need to belong. It is one of
our greatest needs today. Notice that what were attributes before the
Fall became needs after the Fall.
I believe that a true sense of belonging today comes not only from
knowing that we belong to God but also from belonging to each other.
When God created Eve He established human community. It's not
good for us to be alone. Aloneness can lead to loneliness. God's
preventative for loneliness is intimacy - meaningful, open, sharing
relationships with one another. In Christ we have the capacity for the
fulfilling sense of belonging that comes from intimate fellowship with
God and with other believers.
Lord, thank You that all my needs for safety, security and
belonging are fully met in You.

Neil Anderson
Freedom in Christ Ministries
Used by permission
It is wonderful to know that from before creation each one of us was
given a role to play in God’s redemptive plan. May we forever be
grateful to our Lord and sing His praises wherever we find ourselves!
I quoted from 1 Peter last month and it seems worthwhile to repeat
this here:
“you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were not
a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy” 1 Peter 2:9&10
Thank You Father that through the death and resurrection of
Your Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, we have been redeemed and
are part of Your plan.
Thank You for the safety and security we have in knowing Christ
Jesus and in daily experiencing Your in-dwelling Holy Spirit.
Lord, help us to live lives worthy of you.
Thank You that, as adopted sons and daughters, we experience
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a real sense of belonging to You and to each other.
“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who
promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one
another ~ and all the more as you see the Day approaching”
Hebrews 10: 23-25

Robin
All Bible verses quoted are from the NIVUK (UK): Holy Bible, New
International Version® Anglicized, NIVUK® Copyright © 1979, 1984,
2011 by Biblica, Inc.®. Used by permission.
All rights reserved worldwide.

The Christian Institute
- Christian Influence in a Secular World
Christian Institute have recently held their Spring Week of Prayer,
but of course prayer is needed to be ongoing for concerns in many
areas of our national life.
Do help yourself to the Spring Newsletter and to a leaflet on the
Online Safety Bill, which the government is currently planning.
I’m sure we will all agree that there needs to be a clamp down on
online content promoting violence, drugs, self-harm and suicide and
for children to be prevented from accessing online porn sites.
However, the plans go so much further and could lead online
companies with their often liberal bias and commercial interests
censoring mainstream Christian beliefs on matters such as sexual
and medical ethics, marriage and parenting.
Please pray for Christian Institute that they will be given wisdom
as they speak out on this complex issue and please do pray that
freedom for the Gospel will continue to be protected.
The leaflets - and other excellent publications by Christian Institute are at the back of church or on the shelves in the church lobby.
Source: Christian Institute
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on our Christian Brothers and Sisters being
persecuted for their faith
Good News - Celebration in Sri Lanka as
Easter Sunday Bomb Victim Gets Married
14th April 2022
Three years ago, Rebekah was severely burnt and she lost three of
her close relatives when her church was one of multiple sites
attacked by suicide bombers in Sri Lanka on Easter Sunday. But
now she is celebrating after getting married on the 14 th April! Her
story is a powerful demonstration of the way God loves to bring hope
from the ashes, but also a reminder of the dangers facing our
persecuted family over Easter. Please pray for their protection this
weekend.

Rebekah suffered third-degree burns when her church was one of
multiple sites attacked in Sri Lanka on Easter Sunday 2019
On Easter Sunday 2019 in Sri Lanka, a day of celebration turned to
devastation, as three churches were among six places targeted by
suicide bombers (the other three sites were hotels). More than 250
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were killed in the coordinated attacks, and many more injured.
“This is the grace of Calvary”
You might remember Rebekah, who was at Zion Church in
Batticaloa when it was attacked. Her sister, brother-in-law and
nephew were killed, and she suffered third-degree burns. It’s taken a
serious toll on Rebekah, both mentally and physically. She spent
several weeks in intensive care and has undergone multiple
surgeries.
After being released from hospital, Rebekah began helping take care
of her orphaned niece and nephew, all while grieving the loss of her
loved ones. Rebekah told Open Doors local partners that she
struggled to celebrate occasions such as Christmas and birthdays
because the pain was too overwhelming.
As local partners have stayed in touch with Rebekah and her family
to offer support, they’ve noticed how God is not only bringing healing
to Rebekah but helping her become a woman of tremendous
strength and courage. It’s a testament to the way in which Rebekah
has clung to Jesus throughout her suffering. “I have so much peace
in my heart,” she shared in an interview two years ago. “I know God
does everything for our good because I have experienced it in my
life.”
“I want to testify about what happened
to us and to testify of who Jesus is,"
continues Rebekah, who loves singing.
In one song, she declares, "This is the
grace of Calvary. It is seen through His
wounds. Look, Lord Jesus bore these
difficulties for you. Priceless blood is
flowing continuously. He paid a costly
price, to give you value. This is the
grace of Calvary."
Finding love through Facebook
And now Rebekah is experiencing the
joy and excitement of marriage! “I am
doing superb!” she says. It’s a beautiful
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reminder of the way God can bring hope from the ashes – just as He
did on that first Easter Sunday over 2,000 years ago.
Rebekah met her new husband, Kaushik, on Facebook after he got
in touch with her in response to a song she had published on the
platform. “I don't normally accept friend requests from people I don't
know, so I was very reluctant to accept it,” Rebekah shares. “But I
ended up accepting it and we started talking.” Kaushik is the son of a
pastor.
After praying about it, the couple’s respective families met each
other. “One of my concerns was the cultural difference,” Rebecca
continues. “Batticaloa and Jaffna [where Kaushik is from] are very
different, and people from those two areas don’t always get along.
But when we went to Jaffna to meet his family, it was an entirely
different environment for all of us. They didn't treat us like strangers.
They welcomed us so warmly like we were family.”
The two families later approved of the marriage and a few months
later Rebekah and Kaushik were married. “My husband is very
supportive emotionally as well. Even with all the pain we've been
through, he and his family have accepted us with all of that. He is
very kind to Debbie and Rufus as well [her niece and nephew], and
they love him too.”
“If the Easter bomb blast had never happened,” Rebecca continues,
“I don't think I would've ever met a family like this. God has a plan
and purpose in everything. If someone is running in a 100-metre
race, they must run first to know whether they will win or lose in the
end. When we face difficulties, we must stay strong and hold on to
see what God will do in the end.”
The couple are beginning their married life in Jaffna, which is on the
northern tip of the country. The first few weeks have been difficult for
Rebekah because it's hotter in Jaffna, and it's taken her a while to
get accustomed to the new climate, but her new family are
showering her with love and care. “Not only my husband, but his
whole family loves me very much,” she adds. The couple are keen to
start a Sunday School ministry in their local area.
Rebekah still needs to undergo further surgery, and her move to
Jaffna has meant leaving behind family in Batticoloa (a geographical
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distance of over 200 miles) who will greatly miss her presence and
support. Rebekah is especially concerned for Debbie, who is blind
after the Easter Sunday attack. Blood clots have been discovered
close to her brain which need operating on before surgery can be
done on her eyes.
Please continue to pray for Rebekah, her husband and family,
especially Debbie, during this time of transition and ongoing healing.
Heightened risk for Christians over Easter
The awful suffering caused by the Easter Sunday bombings in Sri
Lanka reflects the heightened risk facing millions of Christians
across the world during Holy Week. Last year, suicide bombers
attacked worshippers on their way home from a Palm Sunday
service in Indonesia. There have also been Easter attacks in
Pakistan in 2016 and in Egypt on Palm Sunday in 2017.
This threat means that, in many places, believers attend services of
remembrance and celebration over Easter accompanied by the fear
of possible reprisal. And yet, our brothers and sisters still dare to
meet, because they don’t want to miss the precious opportunity to
gather with others to remember Jesus’s death and resurrection and
what it means for them. Please keep our persecuted family in your
prayers this week.
A prayer for the Persecuted Church
Lord Jesus,
We pray for all those around the world who are
celebrating Your resurrection.
We pray for those who are still living in the shadow of death:
Those shattered by loss, and shaken by violence.
All who walk a road of fear and confusion today
May Your risen presence walk with them and comfort them, we pray,
As you walked on the road with Your first followers.
We pray for all those who are anxious about meeting together,
Those who live in places where Your followers are hated and
despised. May Your risen presence be with them today,
As you appeared in the rooms where Your disciples gathered.
Keep them safe, Lord, we pray.
And for all of us who celebrate Your resurrection,
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Fill us with joy and hope,
May Your resurrection power fill Your church.
Because we know that no tomb could hold You, and that no stone is
ever too heavy for Your power to roll away.
Amen

Please Pray


Give thanks for the celebratory news of Rebekah’s marriage



That the couple will flourish in their new life together, and pray
that Rebekah’s further surgeries will go well without any
complications



That Christians across the world will be able to gather together in
safety and without fear.
Source: Open Doors - used by permission

Site of church bombing

42

Holiday
A group of Christians have arranged a 4 night holiday at the Elim
Conference Centre in the Malvern Hills during August this year. For
more details see the notice board or contact Julie
Croydon. julie.croydon@icloud.com,  405067

Connection Quiz Answers
1. Ibiza.
2. Toledo.
3. Leon.
4. Alhambra.
5. And the Connection?
They are all SEAT car models
6. The cover photo was taken…
near Rylstone Chalet in Rylstone
Gardens, Shanklin
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The Puzzle Pages

5

Sudoku

5
3

A numerical
placement puzzle!

2

6

6

9

8
7

To solve it you need to fill
the grid so that every
column, every row and
every 3 x 3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9.
1

1

2

4

1

9

2
1

7

1

4

5

8

2

3
3

3

4

10

5

5

7

8

11

12

6

14

15
17

17

18

14

19
21

23
26

20

25

21

26

27

29
29

21

22
24

7
9

13

16

7

22

28

30
29

31

31

32
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Last month’s Sudoku - how did you do?
6

1

8

9

4

2

3

7

5

2

3

4

7

8

5

1

6

9

7

5

9

3

1

6

4

8

2

31 Place where those who are
unwell are treated (8)
32 One of Jacob’s sons, or
actress/author Jane - (5)

4

8

1

2

7

3

5

9

6

Down

1 Mr Dumpty (6)
3 2 5 6 9 8 7 4 1 2 Capital of Normandie (5)
3 Speak (5)
8 4 3 1 6 9 2 5 7
4 French for ’birds’ (7)
5 9 2 8 3 7 6 1 4
5 Red breasted bird (5)
1 7 6 5 2 4 9 3 8 6 Spanish for ’hey’, according to
Google (3)
Across
1 Agatha’s Belgian detective (7 6) 7 Slang for thanks (2)
9 Ford car model - or pay
8 Frozen snowman (4)
particular attention to (5)
10 K2, Everest, Ben Nevis (9)
11 Used to uncrease clothes (4)
12 To -, or not to - (2)
17 David Evans, U2 guitarist's
13 British record company initials
stage name (4)
(3)
19 Drink made from yeast14 Electric friend of ’DC’ initials (2)
fermented malt and hops (4)
15 Spanish wine region (5)
20 The first woman in Genesis (3)
16 O Come All - Faithful (2)
21 Field event in which an athlete
18 Leave military service (5)
throws something (6)
20 Second book of the Bible (6)
22 Guide a vehicle (5)
23 Town of Jesus’ birth (9)
23 Aquae Sulis (4)
28 Not hard (4)
24 Guinness logo (4)
29 Chocolate bar made by Nestlé 25 French for ’the’ m (2)
(for the aviation industry?) (4)
26 Spanish for ‘Hello’ (4)
30 Time standard used by the
27 Group that had a No. 1 in 1974
International Space Station initials
with Tiger Feet (3)
(3)
9

6

7

4

5

1

8

2

3
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Can You Guess The Year?


The first mobile phone calls in the UK are made.



The film ‘Police Academy 2’ is released in the UK.




EastEnders, the BBC1 soap opera debuts .
And UK No. 1s included:
Jennifer Rush with ‘The Power of Love’
Madonna with ‘Into the Groove’
Paul Hardcastle with ‘Nineteen’
Midge Ure with ‘If I Was’

Answer next issue

This Issue’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Questions
1. Who won the Eurovision Song Contest in 2006?
2. Which team won the women's’ FA Cup in 2018?
3. What is the capital of Liechtenstein?
4. What did the Romans call York?
5. Who was the wife of King Richard III?
6. In which art museum is The Fighting Temeraire by JMW Turner?
7. By what name was the North American P51 known in RAF
service?
8. Who is the clock expert on The Repair Shop?
9. On the periodic table, which element is Cf?
10.In which European city would you find the Trevi Fountain?

Please note that the deadline for contributions for
the next magazine is:

Sunday 22nd May
Contributions can be emailed at anytime up to the deadline day to
the editor at:

surc.thelink@btinternet.com
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Last Issue’s Solutions
- Guess the year: it was 1975
- Last issue’s crossword 

Last Issue’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Answers
1. Michael Ball (with the song
One Step Out of Time)
2. Chelsea
3. Tallinn
4. Durovernum Cantiacorum
5. Mathilde

6. The
Wallace
Collection,
London
7. Dakota
8. Shanklin Town Brass Band
9. Rutherfordium
10. The Netherlands
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The Link - May 2022

Sunday Service
Morning 10:30

Morning Worship in church
Broadcast live on YouTube



Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of each month



All Age Service on last Sunday of each month

Weekday Activities
Monday 10:00

Prayer for Israel on Zoom

Tuesday 14:00
19:30

Bible Bite ministry in church
Broadcast live on YouTube
Prayer Meeting on Zoom

10:00

CatURpillars

Friday

Saturday 10:30

Coffee Morning on Zoom
– a chance to catch up and have a chat

Details of any other services/activities that we hold will be posted:
inside the church
 on our Facebook page
 and on our website


Minister:



Day off:

Rev Brian Harley
10 Dracaena Gardens, Shanklin PO37 7JQ
01983 862485
brianharley58@gmail.com
Monday

Secretary: Robin Wightman
 robinwightman@aol.com

Shanklin URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance
www.shanklinurc.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1130459
48

