The Link - June 2022

It’s a Year of Jubilee!
This month we share in some major celebrations of an historic royal
milestone for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. This has provided a
great opportunity to shine the spotlight on her Christian faith which
has been a solid foundation for her long and faithful service and we
have been giving away hundreds of booklets to friends and
neighbours. Do join in a more public distribution over the Jubilee
weekend on the Friday and Sunday – read on...
This year also marks the 50th year since the United Reformed Church
came into being when Presbyterian and Congregational churches
came together to form a new church, the first and only formal union of
churches in Britain since the Reformation. The URC has chosen to
focus on the theme of Jubilee in 2022.
At the recent Ministers’ Gathering in Shropshire the Bible studies
were on Leviticus 25 led by Meg Warner, who teaches Old Testament
to ordinands at Northern College, Manchester. She was superb in the
way she tackled a difficult and complex text and brought out the
principles of Jubilee that the Lord prescribed for his people.
We are all pretty familiar with the concept of the Sabbath day from the
creation story and the Ten Commandments. Here we now in the
priestly text of Leviticus, we read of a Sabbath year when the land
itself was given rest and the people were to rely on God’s provision
from the crops in the year before; then the Lord adds a very special
year after seven Sabbath years – a Jubilee on the 50th year.
This was a year of reset and starting again - when land that had been
sold would return to those to whom it belonged. In fact the price of
any land sold would be based on the number of years up to the next
Jubilee – the purchaser was in effect leasing the land for a number of
crop years (vs 25-28). The same would apply if an Israelite fell on
hard times and had to sell themselves as well as their land (vs 39-43).
In the year of jubilee they and their family would be free again and
would return to their own property.
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The underlying principle here is
that one cannot own the land –
God does; and one cannot own
a fellow Israelite – they are
God’s own people (vs 54-55).
Even
God’s
people
are
described here as aliens and
tenants in the Lord’s own land
(v23) - as Abraham had been when others were in residence there
(Genesis 23:4).
Two things are important to note – there is no evidence that Israel
ever carried out the instructions about Jubilee. Secondly, they were
allowed to own slaves from other nations and the Jubilee did not
apply to these - a very uncomfortable thing for us to read from
today’s perspective, but it is here in the ancient Scriptures.
We should take some positive things from this passage on Jubilee the idea of stewardship lies behind the stuff about the land – “The
earth is the Lord’s and everything in it” (Psalm 24:1) – we are to take
care of it and not get selfishly hung up on the idea of possession.
God’s heart is that his people should live in freedom and he also
redeems situations that have gone wrong. Jesus spoke of the
freedom that comes through knowing him: “If the son sets you free,
you will be free indeed” (John 8:36). We are God’s children.
The idea of a reset and “going back to factory settings” has been
rather thrust upon us in many ways by the pandemic. Much of what
we do as Christians has had to start again and we now have a really
great opportunity to try and do things better as we prayerfully explore
what our priorities should be going forward.
Do join me in this exciting journey of discovery..
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Prayer Walk – 19:30 on Friday 17th June – meet at the church
ready to go out in small groups to pray around the town – all are
welcome

Tuesday Prayer at 19:30 - is still being held via Zoom using
the same account as for other activities and groups :
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3242665584?
pwd=ZTlXZzBLWnkrWTNBY2JBK1o0K2ZXdz09
Meeting ID:
324 266 5584 Password: 936536.
These have been really encouraging and powerful times.
Do please join us if you are able – you can even ring in from an
ordinary phone, which is a normal landline charge; please dial:
02034 815240. Details are also in the weekly Newsheet
Do continue to use our Prayer Chain if there are urgent and
important issues that need prayer. Phone Hazel on 865181 or Jean
on 863850 - and do please consider joining if you are mostly around
at home. It is very important to be able to mobilise an army of prayer
warriors at short notice.

Text Prayer Network - is now operational as an addition to
our telephone chain. Please text Lou on the number below with your
prayer request and she will mobilise a team of intercessors. Again,
this is for urgent and important issues that need immediate cover:

Lou Jupe - 07474 273119

Prayer for Israel

Is held each Monday from 10:00 - 11:00
using the church Zoom. Please contact Roy & Melodie if you would
be interested in joining: 866912 or melodieroywilson@gmail.com

Prayer Group for the Persecuted Church - hopes to
resume the monthly meetings soon – please speak to Jane Hancock
for more information.
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Clean up the town for the Queen
Litter picking – Wednesday 1st June at 10:00
Meet at the railway station
Finish at 12:00, then coffee?
Bring your own gardening or kitchen gloves
Litter pickers and
black bags supplied
Re Shanklin Green
Town
Any questions see
Adrian Hammond

Connection Quiz
1. Where would you go to catch a ferry to Lymington?
2. Where on the Island is Winkle Street?
3. Where on the Island did Tesco take over a
supermarket from the Co-Op?
4. What is the Island’s county town?
5. So, what is the connection between the answers
to questions 1 - 4?
6. And… where was the cover photo taken (hint: it
was in Normandie, France)
Answers are on page 43
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Jubilee Outreach
Please make full use of the wonderful colour booklets – Our Faithful
Queen - which highlight and celebrate the Christian faith of Her
Majesty the Queen. On her 90th birthday, we gave away around 900
copies of The Servant Queen in the local community and so many
people really appreciated the lovely gift.
There is a leaflet to go with the new booklets which includes an
invitation to the special Songs of Praise service that local churches
are hosting at Rylstone Gardens on Sunday 5 th June at 18:00 – see
poster....
Help needed on Friday 3rd June and Sunday 5th June...
There are activities at the gardens all day on the Sunday from
around 11:30 and we plan to have a stand there to give booklets
away and chat to people. There is also an event on the seafront on
Friday 3rd June from 12:00 and we also hope to have a stand there
on the pier apron.
Please let Brian know if you could offer to cover an hour or two on
either occasion – or lend a hand with set up.
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Going Further In the Book of Acts
Last time we saw Philip in Samaria; now we find him
obeying the Lord’s call to travel towards Gaza and after his
encounter with the Ethiopian, Saul re-enters the story (or
should we call him Paul?) …
***

Acts 8: 26-40 Philip and the Ethiopian
As with Stephen, God uses Philip mightily. After a fruitful time in
Samaria, the Spirit commands him to “go south” and he obeys and
soon encounters a man who needs his help. Just as Jesus
commanded, we see the good news beginning to spread from
Jerusalem, through Samaria and then to the ends of the earth.
Philip’s Obedience Is Crucial
Similarly, We Need to Respond to God’s Calling
He meets a man of significance ~ a man on his way home to Africa
having been in Jerusalem to worship ~ a man who was a eunuch
and therefore not able to become a Jew (i.e. a proselyte) ~ a man
who was reading from the book of Isaiah!
“The eunuch asked Philip, ‘Tell me, please, who is the prophet
talking about, himself or someone else?’ Then Philip began with that
very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about
Jesus” (vs 34&35)
Philip is directed to the exact spot he needs to be in and is inspired
to ask “can I help”? The Ethiopian says that he needs someone to
explain the words to him. Philip seizes this opportunity to speak of
the good news of Jesus Christ, which results in a baptism! We are all
someone who needs to seize the moment and explain the good
news to people when opportunities arise.
Philip Is Bold ~ Are We? Do We Take Risks For God?
Philip’s example shows us that in trying to meet people’s needs the
best place to start is from where they are and the only place to
finish is at the cross!
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Philip is once again “moved on” and is spirited away to Azotus on his
way to Caesarea, which was probably his hometown. If we listen for
God’s call and are ready to be led by the Spirit, we will be right
where God wants us to be and ready to respond ~ whenever,
wherever, whatever
Are We Ready and Willing To Respond?
Who Knows Where It Might Lead?
(A couple of interesting points to note:
Our Bibles do not generally contain verse 37 of Acts 8 ~ some later
manuscripts include a “confession” in verse 37 before the baptism in
verse 38)
Just three chapters further on the Ethiopian will read of God’s good
news for foreigners including eunuchs ~ see Isaiah 56: 4&5)
***

Acts 9: 1-19a Saul’s Conversion
This familiar story is told three times in Acts (chapters 22 and 26 as
well).
Persecution has broken out and Saul is the leader! He is zealous to
protect the law and the temple and seeks authority to go to
Damascus and to imprison “the People of the Way” ~ those who are
following in the footsteps of Jesus. This is the capital of Samaria and
it holds a large Jewish community. His approach is murderous and
yet within 16 verses he has totally turned around, let's look at how …
“As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from
heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice
say to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’
‘Who are you, Lord?’ Saul asked. ‘I am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting,’ he replied. ‘Now get up and go into the city, and you
will be told what you must do’” (vs 3-6)
The voice has a divine quality, Paul is overwhelmed and humbled (a
moment of revelation); its authority is certain and Paul’s obedience
follows automatically. He must have been fearful ~ Jesus, whose
very people he had been persecuting, was alive! He had chosen the
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wrong side!
Having prepared Saul, Jesus then prepares his reception. In
Damascus, a disciple called Ananias is told to go and meet Saul. He
is fearful of “the man from Taurus” but obeys his Lord. Although we
hear no more of him in the Bible, the Lord tells him “This man is my
chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles”.
Sometimes Ordinary People Can Do Extraordinary Things for
God
Ananias’s obedience bears immediate fruit, Saul’s sight is restored
and he is baptised ~ he is a changed man!
No One Is Beyond Redemption
Be Encouraged, God Can Work In These Same Ways Today
Let’s Listen Out For His Whispers!
***

Acts 9: 19b-31 Saul in Damascus and Jerusalem
Saul has been radically converted. He who was the destroyer of the
early church has become one of its main foundations!
He is a well-educated man, a Pharisee who is versed in public
speaking and he gets right to it ~ preaching that Jesus is both
Messiah and the Son of God as he gets across Jesus’ true nature ~
that He is the wisdom of God incarnate.
Even without the internet, news travelled fast in those days and his
audience is aware of his original purpose in Damascus. They are
both fearful of his intentions and stunned by what he is preaching ~
some plot to kill him but his followers help him to escape (note that
Saul is already a leader, filled with the Holy Spirit).
Our God Is Amazing and We Should Not Presume To Know How
He Might Work His Purposes Out, We Just Need To Be Ready
To Help
(Note that Luke quotes “many days” before this incident, however,
Paul in Galatians chapter 1 says that this period was 3 years! Many
believe that it was during this time that he received the gospel by
revelation from God. We don’t know for sure but perhaps this was a
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time of preparation.)
In Jerusalem, the Apostles are very wary of Saul but Barnabas steps
in to help. His boldness in speaking of Jesus leads some Jews to
plot to kill him however, he becomes aware of this and once again is
helped to escape by the believers. They and the brothers in
Damascus have shown great courage in supporting Saul, perhaps
against their own better judgement.
Often Those We Might Not Expect To Do Come To Faith
We Must Be Ready To Welcome Them
We Are Called To Be Family!
Next Luke gives us a summary of what happens next:
“Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a
time of peace and was strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord
and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers” (v 31)
Are We A People Living In The Fear Of The Lord?
Do We Receive The Encouragement Of The Holy Spirit?
If so, surely the Kingdom of God will advance!
***

Acts 9: 32-43 Aeneas and Dorcas
(Bob White delivered this talk)
Bob began by speaking of Dave Howlett, a sailor who rowed from
Guernsey to Shanklin 50 years ago this month (95 miles in 37
hours). When asked, he said he had been aided by “catching a
current” which flows in between. Bob suggested that as Christians
we need to “catch a current” to discern God’s will for us today, as
many of His people have done in the past.
In this short section, we see two miraculous events. Peter is in
Lydda preaching the Gospel when he encounters a crippled man
(Aeneas) and heals him in the name of Jesus, just as Jesus himself
had done.
“

‘Aeneas,’ Peter said to him, ‘Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and roll
up your mat.’ Immediately Aeneas got up” (v 34)
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Meanwhile, a disciple in Joppa (about 12 miles away) dies and the
believers send messages to Peter, asking him to come. He arrives in
Joppa and after dismissing the mourners from her side, brings
Dorcas (Tabitha in Greek) back to life, again just as Jesus had done.
“Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees
and prayed. Turning towards the dead woman, he said, ‘Tabitha, get
up.’ She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up” (v 40)
Peter Is Continuing The Mission Of Jesus ~ Bringing
Transformation To People's Lives
The expectation in ministries today range from perhaps nothing will
happen to a dynamic certainty that God will act. In Acts we see God
acting regularly through his Holy Spirit, as in this passage. We need
to catch this “current of grace”
We Should Be a People of Expectation
Transformation Will Happen!
Many in our nation today are suffering:- after Covid we have serious
financial constraints; our NHS is close to being overwhelmed; many
folk are struggling to make ends meet and are needing to use food
banks. Bob asked us to think about what God is saying to Christians
at this time.
In times past Christians often provided a social service, meeting
people at their point of need. Barclay tells us that to be a saint is to
be “Holy and different”. When folk see this they cannot remain
neutral …
Is God Asking His To Become His Social Service Today?
Shall We Step Out In Faith?
We Are God’s Hands and Feet!

Robin
(thanks Brian & Bob)
All Bible verses quoted are from the NIVUK (UK): Holy Bible, New
International Version® Anglicized, NIVUK® Copyright © 1979, 1984,
2011 by Biblica, Inc.®. Used by permission.
All rights reserved worldwide.
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Firestarter
- an evening celebration meeting with Steve Uppal

Friday 1st July
19:15
at Christ the King College
The Wight Church Team are hosting this powerful evening of
encounter - with worship, word and ministry, which follows a
leaders day with Steve Uppal and his team from the All Nations
Movement. He has spoken at many large gatherings like Spring
Harvest and Brian has got to know him through Evangelical
Alliance Council. Steve is an anointed speaker who is
passionate to see the church reawakened for the challenge of
the new season.
No tickets required - an offering will be taken to help cover
expenses.
This comes just a fortnight ahead of the Lionheart Festival
weekend Please pray that it will help ignite the church and draw
us together
Brian
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Turning Despair to Hope
Psalm 105:1 “Give praise to the Lord, proclaim His
Name; make known among the nations what He has done”
Imagine
You’re in your home. It’s an ordinary evening. You’ve cooked and
eaten your meal; all the work and chores for the day are done. The
children have gone to sleep, though you have an ear alert in case
one of them wakes up. Now you have a bit of time to chat, maybe
read a few verses of the Bible or pray together. Soon you’ll go to bed
yourselves.
In the midst of this normality, your world gets turned upside down in
an instant. A gang of armed men suddenly swarms your community,
your street, your house. Your life will never be the same again. How
do you prepare for something like that?
To quote from Henrietta, the CEO of Open Doors:
“In recent months, the news has been filled with stories of people
leaving their homes and belongings at a moment’s notice. They’ve
been forced to flee, traumatised, to escape violence and destruction.
These are the terrible scenes we’ve seen in footage from Ukraine.
But I could equally well be describing countless Christian
communities in Nigeria and across West Africa. The spread of
Islamic extremist violence is horrific and fast - and I find it both heartbreaking and frustrating that parts of the church and those in power
often don’t seem to recognise the scale of the situation. It’s a hidden
crisis. One in which thousands of our brothers and sisters are being
killed. And, in much of the West, it’s not even reported as news.”
Pastor Andrew from a small village in Nigeria has witnessed this
kind of persecution first-hand. One day Islamic extremists
descended on his village where he shepherded a congregation. To
again quote from Henrietta:
“Everyone fled for their lives. The militants murdered believers, stole
all their possessions and burned down almost all the houses. It’s
hard to imagine how devastating this attack would be. How would
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the church members ever feel safe to worship again?
But we have a lot to learn about resilience and hope from our
persecuted family in West Africa. As soon as Pastor Andrew
returned from hiding, he started rebuilding the church. “When we
came back, we had to think of where we will be worshipping,” he
says. “We brought all our burnt zinc together and made a place to
worship. Come what may, I won’t turn back because I know there is
a reward that awaits me.” What an amazing man.
You can read Pastor Andrew’s story and how your gifts and prayers
are helping this community. I hope you’ll find it as inspiring and
challenging as I do. Through prayer, support and speaking out, you
can help ensure that despair can turn into hope in this world, and not
just the next. I’m grateful that we have the chance to help our family
in West Africa and to share their stories with those in power. Let’s
wake up the world to this hidden crisis. Thank you.”
Pastor Andrew’s story is in the
current May/June Open Doors
magazine (on the trolley at the
back of church or online at
www.opendoorsuk.org/resources/
magazine/). Do please take a copy
and read how despair was turned
to hope. The extremists thought
they were wiping out Christianity in
Pastor Andrew’s village. But God
had other plans!
The exact opposite has happened:
the church is growing and they’ve
had to build a bigger place to
worship. “Those who fled started
coming
back,”
says
Pastor
Andrew, “since they saw that
people had returned and were
rehabilitating.”
A recent communication from Release International also speaks of
the huge trauma and upheaval facing our brothers and sisters who
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The Link - June 2022
have had to flee their homes, but end up as refugees.
Imagine
To quote: ‘After travelling hundreds of miles to escape those who
seek to cause you harm, you finally arrive exhausted and scared in a
refugee camp. Or you end up alone in a big foreign city where you
have no friends or family. This is what thousands of Christians who
flee their homes because of war and persecution are faced with. So,
how can a Christian refugee start again?
With faith, courage and the spiritual and practical tools offered by our
faithful partners, alongside your vital prayers and support.
Our local mission partners in Erbil, Kurdistan in Northern Iraq are
working tirelessly for the gospel. For the last 16 years they have
provided food, shelter, vocational training, toolkits and the Good
News of Jesus to thousands of Syrian, Iraqi, Jordanian and Yazidi
refugees.
Every month they provide essential care to over 120 Christian
widows who arrived in Kurdistan nearly six years ago at the start of
the war in Syria. Many of them are poor and vulnerable - struggling
to survive and have no homes to go to. These Christians in flight and
others like them around the world in
places like Nigeria, Burkina Faso,
Ethiopia and Lebanon, urgently need
your help.’
An Appeal
Both Open Doors and Release
would be more than grateful to
receive gifts, no matter how small, as
they seek to support our family in the
Lord who so often are suffering
because of their faith.
We are living in challenging days
and there are many needs around
us, but if you felt able to support
these wonderful ministries, that
would be so appreciated.
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To quote Release:
“Will you give £5 or the most generous gift you can today to ensure
that a Christian in flight has the tools they need to start a new life?”
And will you pray for them (most important of all). The current
Release magazine is also on the trolley - thank you so much for
your prayers and any support you can give to our brothers and
sisters. You can either donate online or I would be happy to send off
any donations or share some more information with you.
To donate online go to:
For Open Doors - www.opendoorsuk.org/act/donate/donate-now
For Release International - https://releaseinternational.org/give/
Every blessing, Jane H
Sources: Open Doors & Release International

Christians Working Together in The Bay
There have been weekly shared services to worship and pray
together over recent months and these have now moved to 18:30.
A special event is being planned for the Queen’s Jubilee on 5 th
June.

Jubilee Songs of Praise
18:00 in Rylstone Gardens
– at the Bandstand.
Why not come early and bring a picnic tea – drinks will be available
as there are events on all day from 11:30, including Shanklin Town
Brass Band in concert at 15:00.
This is the first open air service of the season – after that we will
meet each week at 19:30 at the Bandstand, as in years gone by.
Please do pray for those who will lead and do come and share in
worship with local friends and holiday visitors.
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15th – 17th July 2020
County Showground, Northwood, Isle of Wight
Friday: Gates open at 18:00 Worship 19:00 – 21:30
Saturday: Opens 10:30 Closes 22:30
Sunday: Opens 10:00 Closes at 13:30
I am so excited that this is happening at long last and on the island.
A Christian Festival. Here. Wow!
I bought my tickets in 2020 and can’t wait! I am even camping so I
don’t miss anything.
I am so looking forward to meeting God in the fellowship, the worship,
the guest speakers, over a coffee, a snack.
Did you know that Graham Kendrick and Ishmael will be there,
amongst others?
Be encouraged to pray about what you can do. Can you go?
Can you take along friends, family, colleagues, those people you
have been praying for?
Can you volunteer? There is a discount on tickets if you can volunteer
If you cannot go, can you buy tickets for others to go?
Can you offer to transport people to and from?
Can you make a donation to support the event?
This is not a festival for young people. It is a festival for us all.
Looking forward to seeing you there
Carole Smith
18
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Are You Tempted?
From time to time we all struggle with Satan’s temptation to turn
away from our Lord and to seek security, acceptance and
significance in other places.
In the midst of this struggle, Neil Anderson reminds us of what Jesus
said:
“Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you
can say to this mountain, “Move from here to there,” and it will move.
Nothing will be impossible for you” Matthew 17:20
And he asks, What does it take to effectively exercise Christ's
authority over spiritual powers? Can any Christian do so regardless
of their level of spiritual maturity? If so, why aren't we more
consistent in demonstrating our authority over Satan's kingdom? He
goes on to look at four “qualifications” for demonstrating authority
over rulers and authorities in the spiritual realm. This month we will
look at what he says about the first two of these …
***
Believing In Christ’s Authority
“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me’” Matthew 28:18
The first qualification is belief. In the spiritual realm, if you don't
believe you have authority, you're not going to exercise it. If your
belief is weak, your expression of it will also be weak and ineffective.
But if you grasp with confidence the authority that Christ has
conferred upon you, you will exercise it with confidence.
Imagine a new policeman on traffic duty approaching a busy junction
to direct traffic for the first time. They told him at the academy that all
he had to do was step into the street and hold up his hand and the
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cars would stop, but he's not so sure. He stands on the curb, tweets
his whistle weakly, and sort of waves at an oncoming car, which
roars by him. His authority is diminished by his lack of confidence.
Now imagine a seasoned officer coming on the scene. He sizes up
the situation, steps into the street carefully but confidently, gives a
blast on his whistle, and stretches out his hand and the cars stop.
There's no doubt in his mind that he's in control at that junction
because he has a settled belief in his authority.
You may consider yourself just a "rookie" at stopping the devil's
traffic in your life. But Jesus Christ is a seasoned veteran, and you're
in Him. Build your faith in your authority by studying how Jesus
operated against the powers of darkness in the Gospels and how we
are commanded to do so in the Epistles.
Lord, enlarge my belief that I have been given authority over
principalities and powers in Christ, and help me act on that
belief.
***
True Humility
“Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will lift you up” James
4:10
The second qualification for demonstrating authority over rulers and
authorities in the spiritual realm is humility. Humility doesn't mean
that you're always looking for a rock to crawl under because you feel
unworthy to do anything.
In exercising our authority, humility is placing confidence in Christ,
the source of our authority, instead of in ourselves. Jesus didn't
shrink back from exercising His authority, but He showed
tremendous humility because He did everything according to what
His Father told Him to do.
Pride says, "I resisted the devil all by myself." False humility says,
"God resisted the devil; I did nothing." True humility says, "I resisted
the devil by the grace of God."
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing” John
21
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15:5
But Jesus doesn't mean we're not supposed to do something. We
are to exercise authority humbly in His strength and in His name.
Seeing humility as self-abasement is similar to seeing meekness as
weakness. The Lord was meek, but He wasn't weak. Meekness is
great strength under great control. Humility is confidence properly
placed. We are to be those
“who serve God by his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put
no confidence in the flesh” Philippians 3:3
Pride is a killer. Pride says, "I can do it." No, you can't! We
absolutely need God and each other.
Father, I know You can remove Your blessing from me if I move
out from under Your protection and authority. I acknowledge
today that You are in charge of my life.

Neil Anderson
Freedom in Christ Ministries
Used by permission
We shall look at the other two “qualifications” next time …
Thank You Father that whenever we find ourselves floundering
to find a way forward, You are right there beside us. You are our
Source, our Way and our Goal.
Thank You that Jesus has shown us the Way.
Thank You for Your Word which through Your Holy Spirit
speaks of that Way.

Robin
All Bible verses quoted are from the NIVUK (UK): Holy Bible, New
International Version® Anglicized, NIVUK® Copyright © 1979, 1984,
2011 by Biblica, Inc.®. Used by permission.
All rights reserved worldwide.
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Good News Newspaper - June 2022
Hot off the press! Another
excellent edition with the
headline article about our
Queen, entitled ‘The Anchor
of Her Life’.
This year Her Majesty
became the first British
monarch to reign for 70
years - a truly amazing
anniversary.
Do take a copy (or two!) and
after reading it perhaps it
might be able to be passed
to a neighbour, friend or
family.
Together with the excellent
Hope Together book ‘Our
faithful Queen - 70 years of
Faith and Service’ these resources provide a great opportunity to
share with our community the inspiring story of our Queen’s faith.
And as usual there are many other great articles to read, including:
The Big Jubilee Lunch - The community celebration that will
bring neighbours together
 Scarlett's Spiritual Journey - Scarlett Moffatt's TV pilgrimage
sparks commitment to God
 June Brown Tribute - The faith of EastEnders star 'Dot' who died
in April
 Professor John Lennox - Oxford maths professor launches
movie defending Christian faith
 Hearts Midfielder - Injured Hearts player Beni Baningime's trust
in Jesus
The Good News newspaper will be available at the back of the
church, or you can read it online at www.goodnews-paper.org.uk/
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Wessex Synod Big Day Out
A car load of us went
onto the North Island
to join over 700 others
at the URC Wessex
Synod’s Big Day Out
at Hollycombe Steam
in the Country, near
Liphook – originally
planned for 2020.
It was fun for kids of
all ages!! >

< Steaming through
beautiful
bluebell
woods
in
the
Hampshire countryside
on the narrow gauge
quarry railway.

There was plenty to look at on the extensive site including various
steam equipment and rides and an incredible long azalea walk which
was in full bloom >>
It was good to share in a time when the church could relax and
worship together, and have some fun.
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And there
was a brass
band from
Liss!!
(The editor
was happy!!)
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Seasons
Nature can teach us much about the world in which we live, and help
us to reflect upon many aspects of our relationships with God and with
each other. Trees display these changes very dramatically. I think that
the image of a strong and beautiful tree can speak to us in many ways
about the love that sustains us in our relationships with God and with
each other. As we go from season to season, I invite you to join me in a
metaphorical journey through the seasons, and as we watch the
changing of the trees, reflect on God's love for each of us.
During the winter months, the tree looks bare and lifeless. But the sap
which ensures its growth from year to year is still there, buried deep
within, and the tree stands firm during the winter storms, held secure by
its deep roots.
Like that tree standing secure during winter, God's love and the love
that we share in our relationships enables us to stand firm during the
storms of life - if like that tree we have deep roots.
The storms of life can be experienced in many different ways.
Bereavement, illness, the break down of relationships, redundancy and
depression. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, God gives us the
ability to stand firm in all of these situations, if we are rooted in him.
In spring time, many trees here on the Isle of Wight are covered in
blossom. Set against a blue sky, they are a stunning sight - ablaze with
white and pink, yellow and purple.
Throughout our lives, just as in the cycle of the years, there are many
spring-time experiences. There are many times when the love we
share in our relationships with God and with each other blossoms in
new ways, as we encounter new situations and share new experiences
together - bringing us and those around us much joy.
There are many beautiful passages in the Bible which convey this
wonderfully.
In the Song of Songs we read: "Now the winter is past, the rain is over
and gone. The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has
come, and the voice of the turtle dove is heard in our land. The fig tree
puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom; they give their
fragrance."
Isaiah describes the coming of God's salvation, like the desert
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blossoming.
When we experience love in our lives - the change is dramatic. We
know that from our own relationships.
When two people fall in love for the first time - it is as if their whole
world lights up.
It is much the same in our relationship with God. When we come to
realise his love for us - it is like the passing of winter, the watering of
parched ground, the blossoming of the trees. We feel different.
The whole world looks different when it is lit up with a knowledge of
God's love for us.
Spring is a time bursting with hope, expectation and promise. Our
relationship with God is one of hope, expectation and promise.
Of course, as the seasons change, so our tree changes in appearance.
In the height of summer the tree is a mass of green leaves.
In the heat of the day, it gives welcome shade - there is something very
special about sitting and resting under a tree, on a hot summer’s day.
The love that we share, in our relationships with God and with one
another is just like that tree, giving us somewhere special to come and
rest - to relax, to be ourselves, in the heat of the day.
Lives are very busy. Made up of so many different activities. Work,
home, family activities, socialising with friends, clubs and other
organisations. Membership of our local churches.
Each of us will have a very different, but usually long list of all the
people, places and events that make up our lives.
It is good, in the midst of all of this, to know that God is there. That he
is always open to us, coming in and spending a few moments with him.
To think, to pray, to share with him our hopes and our fears. It might be
a time that we share with others, in worship at church, it might be in a
service. God is always there, always ready to shelter us under the
canopy of His love.
Again, the Bible expresses this beautifully. In Matthew's Gospel, Jesus
says:
"Come to me all you who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give
you rest"
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Today, let us do just that - rest for a while in God's love.
As summer turns into autumn, our tree changes yet again - the leaves
take on new colours - red, yellow and gold, heralding a moving on - and
it is not long before the tree gently sheds it’s leaves.
In our lives, we experience changes in a similar way. Sometimes
moving forward means letting go of certain things - moving on in
careers, or moving home - it is God's love and the love that we share in
our relationships with each other, that helps and supports us in these
situations.
Sometimes, letting go of things can be painful. But we need to let go, in
order to move forward. There are times in our lives, when perhaps we
need to let go of attitudes, behaviours, feelings and emotions that we
have held onto for a long time - things which in our lives have
prevented us from knowing God's love fully - because they represent
barriers we have put up in our lives to God or to others.
Anger, fear, guilt, shame and sorrow are all feelings that get in the way
of God's healing love.
Business, scepticism, mistrust are all behaviours and attitudes we use
as excuses not to allow ourselves to open up to God's healing love.
There will be all sorts of complex situations behind these feelings,
behaviours and attitudes. Autumn reminds us that change is possible,
and a necessary part of the cycle of life, and of the cycle of healing. As
the leaves fall from the trees, so too we can allow ourselves to let go of
those things which hinder the work of God's love within us.
I invite you to reflect on the cycle of God's love displayed in nature
around us.
 Take time to put down deep roots into God's Word;
 Take time to nurture the growth of his Spirit within you;
 Take time to rest for while in the shade of his love;
 Take time to let go of those things which hold you back.
 Take time to renew your trust in God who displays his love for us in
every season of our lives - Summer and winter, springtime and
harvest - great is his faithfulness, mercy and love.
Rev Jonathan Hall
Used by permission
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Rylstone Gardens Concerts for June
Wed

1st June

Sandown & Shanklin Military Band

20:00

Thur

2nd June

Vectis Brass Band

20:00

Sat

4th June

Happy Days Big Band

15:00

Sun

5th June

Shanklin Town Brass Band

15:00

Tue

7th June

Legacy Unlimited

20:00

Wed

8th June

Sandown & Shanklin Military Band

20:00

Thur

9th June

Vectis Brass Band

20:00

Sun

12th June

Martin Hoy

15:00

Mon

13th June

Cowes Concert Band

20:00

Tue

14th June

Bob Howarth Big Band

19:45

Wed

15th June

Sandown & Shanklin Military Band

20:00

Thur

16th June

Vectis Brass Band

20:00

Sun

19th June

Trident Concert Band

15:00

Mon

20th June

Cowes Concert Band

20:00

Tue

21st June

Legacy Unlimited

20:00

Wed

22nd June

Sandown & Shanklin Military Band

20:00

Thur

23rd June

Vectis Brass Band

20:00

Sun

26th June

Shanklin Town Brass Band

15:00

Mon

27th June

Cowes Concert Band

20:00

Tue

28th June

Bob Howarth Big Band

20:00

Wed

29th June

Sandown & Shanklin Military Band

20:00

Thur

30th June

Vectis Brass Band

20:00
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on our Christian Brothers and Sisters being
persecuted for their faith
Aisha from Chad Experiences God’s Comfort
After Persecution 17 May 2022
Aisha and her family had to flee their home in Chad because of
persecution – but prayers and support have sustained them as they
start to build a new life. Islamic extremism is on the rise in West
Africa.
Aisha’s* journey to faith in Jesus began when her 27-year-old son
Mansour* left their home in Chad in search of a better life in Libya.
But things did not work out for him there and he returned facing
accusations of involvement with terrorism. He was immediately
locked up.
While Mansour was in prison, a pastor constantly visited and shared
the gospel with him; he also often prayed with Mansour. To
Mansour’s great surprise and relief, he was released a while later,
with all charges dropped. He believes it is thanks to the prayers of
the pastor.

Aisha received help from Open Doors' local partners at just the right
time
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Aisha, a devoted Muslim and mother-of-five, remembers her son’s
release from prison well; it was this moment she knew in her heart
that the prayers of Christians were heard and answered. Around the
same time, she had a neighbour who often shared the gospel with
her. From what she had heard and now seen about Christ, Aisha
became convinced that God’s Word was true. “I decided then that I
wanted to follow Jesus,” she says.
But her newfound faith was almost immediately put to the test when,
a short time later, she became ill. The church assisted her with
medicines, but her illness grew worse, and she ended up in hospital.
Up until now, she had kept her faith a secret from her Muslim
community, but she decided to take a risk. One day, while a nurse
was about to give her some medicine, Aisha requested that they
pray first. This request was strange to the Muslim nurse, and when
she asked about it, Aisha admitted that she was a Christian.
The nurse alerted others who were around, and Aisha knew she was
in big trouble.
Persecutors take Aisha’s daughter hostage
“The following Friday, it was announced in the mosque during
prayers that I had converted to Christianity. It did not go down well in
the community,” Aisha remembers. “Soon, a group of Muslim women
came to the house to get me to return to Islam. When we saw them
coming, my daughter quickly took my Bible and hid it. They asked
that they wanted to speak with me, and then insisted that I must pray
with them, because I was a Muslim. I told them to let me go and do
ablutions before prayer and used that opportunity to flee.”
Aisha fled through the back window and sought refuge at the
pastor’s house. Realising that, the women raised the alarm and an
angry crowd soon gathered at the pastor’s house, some of them
carrying knives and insisting that the pastor release her to them.
When Aisha refused to come out, the crowd took her daughter
Ameena* hostage in order to blackmail her to come back to Islam. A
few days later, Aisha went to appear before the gendarmerie (local
armed police force) after the mob reported her. She told them that
she chose Christ over their threats and, eventually, she and her
daughter were let go.
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After Aisha’s refusal to return to Islam, she was considered a traitor.
The tension became too much, and her church feared the worse. So
they helped Aisha and her daughter to discreetly, but urgently,
leave.
Support came to Aisha at just the right time
Aisha is currently cared for by a local church in a different area. With
their support, she has rented a small house where she lives with
Ameena and Mansour. She sells vegetables to earn some money
and meet her basic needs; unfortunately, Mansour has been
struggling to find work because of his faith. Her church has advised
her against worshipping openly in the church for the time being, for
her safety.
Aisha and her family have received financial support from local Open
Doors partners to start a small trade business. She is grateful for the
timely intervention in their lives.
“Thank you very much for this support; may God bless you,” she
says. She plans to start a business selling puff rolls, while Mansour
intends to open a small restaurant.
But it’s not just Aisha Open Doors have helped; thanks to prayers
and gifts, dozens of other believers from Muslim backgrounds in
Chad have also received support. Additionally, Open Doors partners
have provided a motorcycle to a church leader doing cross-cultural
ministry.
Depending on God for the future
None of the difficulties that Aisha and her family have been through
have succeeded in stifling her faith. “I depend on God,” she
declares. “Material [things are] nothing. When I read Matthew 5
where Jesus says, ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for the kingdom of
God is theirs’, it comforts me. I know that the afflicted will be
comforted.
“And then the suffering of Job also encourages me. If Job suffered,
so I say, why not me? After the suffering of Job, I know that one day,
I also will be set free. They nailed Jesus on the cross. He suffered
on the cross. I am also ready for that if it comes. It is life. It can
happen. I am ready.”
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Aisha’s faith has also been a huge testimony to Mansour. “She
encourages me to pray even in my heart; and she often tells me that
I do not need ablutions or the like. The pastor has also given me a
Bible in French, so I have begun reading it, and I find much truth in
it,” he shared.
What’s it like to be a Christian in Chad?
Chad is currently at number 63 on Open Doors’ World Watch List,
and it has been steadily falling in the rankings in recent years. But,
as Aisha’s story testifies, it is still dangerous to convert away from
Islam and follow Christ.
On paper, Chad guarantees freedom of religion, but in practice,
Christians – especially those from other faiths – face considerable
pressure. There is a heavy Islamic influence in politics, the economy,
society and on the day-to-day affairs of the country. Also, Islamic
extremism is on the rise, mainly caused by the presence of Boko
Haram.
Please Pray


That the Lord will keep Aisha and Mansour strong in their faith,
and protect them from further persecution



For all believers from Muslim backgrounds in Chad, for the Lord
to continuously sustain their faith despite challenges



That God will protect local Open Doors partners as they seek to
serve believers facing increasing violence and threats

* Names changed for security
Source: Open Doors - used by permission
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‘His

Mercy is More’ – Preached on Palm Sunday

(I had this article ready for last month’s Link,
but sadly found it still in my outbox a few days later! - Melodie)
This was the title of Ellen’s impactful message that she gave on Palm
Sunday. Earlier that morning I had seen an article following a
seminar that Dr Michelle Strydom held in Singapore in 2018.
Michelle's teaching had laid the foundation for my experiencing the
Lord’s speaking to my heart in the ICU following neurosurgery in
2011. Ellen and I feel that this is relevant to share in support of some
aspects that Ellen touched on in her message.
Dr Strydom grew up in a secure, loving and Godly home, without
suffering traumas herself, and yet, despite her lack of exposure to
those experiences, was able to minister powerfully into areas of
others’ traumas and breakdown of relationships through her Godgiven revelation that ‘Healing begins with the sanctification of the
heart’. In Singapore she shared how she herself had gone through “a
traumatic experience” comparatively recently, where her heart “was
severely broken” and she became successively ill with three lifethreatening conditions. She said “I learnt that I cannot reach out to
the broken hearted until I experience deep brokenness myself,” …
“The season of distress and development is designed to bring you
into greater fellowship with God and to a place of humility,
servanthood and stewardship,” … “The process is about you and God
becoming best friends,” … “Going down to the depths in your
cooperation will determine the heights He can take you in the
fulfilment of His destiny for your life.”
The title of the article was: “Why being hurt or betrayed can propel
you into your destiny”! Indeed, His Mercy is More!
Ellen shared some powerful scriptures – among them the following
three:
Jeremiah 30:17a “But I will restore you to health and heal your
wounds,” declares the Lord,
Jeremiah 31:3-4a “The Lord appeared to us in the past, saying: ‘I
have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with
unfailing kindness. 4 I will build you up again, and you, Virgin
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Israel, will be rebuilt…”
Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because
the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He
has sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim freedom
for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners,
But she did not include the even more powerful contexts of these
three scriptures! And those contexts are enormously relevant
because of their fulfilment in our day! I believe that these passages
underline the principle that being “hurt or betrayed can propel you into
your destiny!” (Or, as Brian commented on the Procession of Witness
(on Good Friday) photo which he put on the SURC Facebook page,
“If you will not bear a cross – you can’t wear a crown”).
The Jewish people are referred to as God’s ‘firstborn son’ (see
Exodus 4:22-23 & Jeremiah 31:9) and, as a ‘foreshadowing’ or ‘type’
of God’s ‘only begotten Son,’ Jesus, they have themselves suffered
throughout the centuries and born their ‘collective cross’ as a nation.
We believe that one day, as a nation, they too will wear a crown!
Chapter 30 & 31 of Jeremiah in the NIVUK is entitled: “Restoration of
Israel” and includes such verses as: “The days are coming,”
declares the Lord, “when I will bring my people Israel and Judah
back from captivity and restore them to the land I gave to their
ancestors to possess,” says the Lord.’ (Jeremiah 30:3) and
“because you are called an outcast, Zion for whom no one
cares.” ‘This is what the Lord says: ‘“I will restore the fortunes
of Jacob’s tents and have compassion on his dwellings; the city
will be rebuilt on her ruins, and the palace will stand in its proper
place. (Jeremiah 30:17b-18) and “See, I will bring them from the
land of the north and gather them from the ends of the earth.
Among them will be the blind and the lame, expectant mothers
and women in labour; a great throng will return.” (Jeremiah 31:8)
and “Just as I watched over them to uproot and tear down, and to
overthrow, destroy and bring disaster, so I will watch over them
to build and to plant,’ declares the Lord. (Jeremiah 31:28)
And Chapter 33 of Jeremiah is entitled “Promise of Restoration”.
How amazing! This has been happening since Israel became a
nation in 1948! From every corner of the globe, Jewish people have
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been gradually answering the Call of the Holy Spirit! Who else but
the Holy Spirit could bring about something so worldwide?! In our
very present day, Jeremiah 31:8 (quoted above) is being fulfilled
specifically: Because of the war Jews from the Ukraine and Russia,
directly north of Israel, are making their way to Israel, many being
elderly, women and children (the blind and the lame, expectant
mothers and women) – helpless as the able menfolk must stay and
fight. And did you know that Israel has been (even in lockdown)
experiencing an unprecedented building boom and a thriving
economy exactly in line with Jeremiah 30:17b-18?
In the previous two months’ Link, Carole’s article, “We are the
Church” points to much “talk of end times and Biblical prophesies
being played out in front of our eyes,” and she adds that “Many Jews
are returning to their homeland of Israel”. Yes!!! We really are living
in unprecedented days!
I strongly encourage you to have an honest and careful read of
Jeremiah 30 – 33 (interpreting it literally). There are too many verses
in this section of Scripture to highlight. Also read the whole of Isaiah
61. I pray you grasp the excitement of Scripture’s being fulfilled in
our very day! You may also notice that there is a connection
between the Jewish people returning to the Land of Israel and their
turning to the Lord en masse. Already, in our day, there are more
Jewish people believing in their Jewish messiah, Jesus, than there
have ever been in the history of the church. Surely, the day is close
when “they will all know Me, from the least of them to the
greatest” (Jeremiah 31:34). Let’s pray so, because in their turning to
Him is Life From The Dead For The World (Romans 11:15)
By the way, and in closing, did you know that when Jesus rode into
Jerusalem that first Palm Sunday, that would also have been the day
when the Jews would have been choosing their Passover lambs in
preparation for the Sunday Passover meal a few days later?
Unbeknown to them, the Lord had chosen their ‘Passover Lamb,’
who would deliver them, and the entire world from their sins [John
1:29].
For sure, “His Mercy is More!”
Melodie Wilson
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RISE, SURPRISE!!!

SURP

As many of you are aware, I turned 70 on the 13 th February last. And
what a birthday it was! I didn’t know what, of course, but I must admit
to having expected my wife, Melodie, to come up with something in
the way of a surprise for me. I didn’t expect anything too startling –
perhaps a new CD player or else a set of classical CD discs? I
appreciated that 70 is a large milestone, but nothing to write home
about, I thought.
But I hadn’t reckoned on my dear wife’s ingenuity. Nor had I
reckoned on that of two of my daughters who, complicit with Melodie
and her sister, Carol, ‘cooked up’ a couple of amazing surprises.
There didn’t seem to me to be an unwarranted build up at home to
my birthday during the months immediately preceding it (and, I must
say, Melodie and Carol betrayed nothing – and I had no idea how
hard this suppression was for them!) As the weeks passed and the
13th of February hove slowly into view, I had little hint that anything
exciting was coming up, apart from the fact that, on at least half a
dozen occasions, Melodie would disappear on errands on which I
was not permitted to accompany her; all she did eventually say in my
birthday card on the day (which also included Daish’s luggage
tickets to Torquay for the two of us), was that I had a gift package
coming that had been due to arrive the day before my birthday, but
now, unfortunately, would arrive late. Apart from that, Melodie gave
me a bottle of rum on my birthday and Carol wrote on her card that
she would treat the three of us to lunch at the Copper Kettle. “Oh
well, that will be very nice”, I thought. So, the day for the lunch came
and the three of us duly set off for the Copper Kettle. On entering the
door of the restaurant, I was amazed at the sight of ten other URC
folk, none of whom, like Mike and Jane, I’d ever seen there before.
Of course, there was an immediate outburst of laughter and
humorous comments, and I realised what was going on. There was
much merriment, during which my good friend, Rod Foster, rushed
up to me and pinned a ‘Birthday Boy’ badge onto my coat (he’d
already pinned a huge ‘I’m 70’ badge on me at the church service
earlier, which I was dutifully still wearing!). There was a great deal of
good cheer and bonhomie over a delicious lunch choice of roast
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lamb, beef or pork,
during which I was the
happy recipient of a
number of gifts and
cards. Another big and
welcome surprise on
this day was that one of
the pudding choices
was bread and butter
pudding – my absolute
favourite!
Well, things eventually
wound
down
and
Melodie, Carol and I
headed off back home,
arms laden with all the
gifts and cards (to add
to
cards
already
received) that I’d been
blessed with (I had
never received more
than a couple of cards
for my birthdays ever,
and that includes my
21st birthday, which
occurred in 1973, when
I was doing my national
service
in
the
Rhodesian army!) –
and I thought that was
that;
I’d
had
a
wonderful time and no
mistake. So, surely
there could be nothing
more – except for the
upcoming
Daish’s
holiday in two weeks’
time – plus the ‘surprise
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package’ that was supposedly on its way. I confess that I just
couldn’t understand why a package that had been on its way before
my birthday was taking so long to arrive.
Anyway, the day (26th Feb) finally arrived just before our trip to
Torquay, when Melodie announced that my package was arriving
and that I could, if I wished, go with her to Portsmouth to intercept it.”
Go to Portsmouth and intercept it?!” I was a bit surprised – why on
earth would we need to do that when surely the Royal Mail or a
courier service was bound to deliver the package to our door? Still,
always being game for a train ride, especially followed by a ferry
ride, I didn’t need any persuading. Besides, this whole thing was
getting more mysterious and exciting by the moment. Naturally, I
spent the whole of the train ride and the subsequent ferry crossing
puzzling over the mystery package, what it could be and why was it
arriving in such a strange way? It was no use trying to quiz Melodie
about it – she just wasn’t giving anything away. In fact, I’m still quite
amazed at her success in guarding secrets!
On arrival at the Portsmouth Harbour where our ferry docked, we
were confronted by major building alterations that were going on,
and which meant, in effect, that Costa’s at the pier was closed
(where I was originally to have waited whilst Melodie collected the
‘package’). All this time I was scratching my head and puzzling over
how on earth we were to intercept a package that was coming on a
passenger train? Melodie, in the meanwhile, was evidently
experiencing suppressed excitement and didn’t seem at all at a loss
as to how she was going to perform, what was to me, a ‘rather
singular task’ of getting a ‘package’ from the conductor of a
passenger train.
Anyway, she said that we had to wait for the train to arrive, and that
the ‘Pumpkin’ café on platform 1 would work. We went there and I
found a table that just happened to be behind a part of the internal
wall, so placed, as it happened, as to hide the platform from us.
Unbeknown to me, this suited Melodie’s plan very well indeed. So,
after getting me seated and after my having ordered, Melodie
jumped up, saying that the ‘package’ must have arrived and that she
would run and get it if I waited at the café and had my tea.
Whilst I waited for her, I really began thinking in earnest about how
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improbable Melodie’s
story of intercepting my
‘package’ from a train
conductor
at
Portsmouth
Station
really was. But what
could it be? Then, a
flash of revelation: what
if the ‘package’ wasn’t a
‘package’
at
all?
Coming on a passenger
train, what if it was a
person?
But
who?
Another
flash
of
inspiration – Tammy!
The thought had no
sooner crossed my
mind when in walked
my dear, dear youngest
daughter,
closely
followed by Melodie. I
was so stunned at first
that I hardly reacted,
but it wasn’t a moment
until Tammy and I were
in each other’s arms,
hugging and clinging. And all the while, Melodie was taking a video
and photos – and crying! What ebullition, joy and laughter there were
that day!
The next great portion of my birthday celebration was our Daish’s
holiday to Torquay (which I did already know about) but, all glory be
to our God and Father, Tammy was to go with us! That holiday was
very special – made more so by having my beloved wife and
beloved daughter with me.
That time with Melodie and Tammy was so special that ‘my cup was
running over’ and no more would have been needed to make my
70th birthday more than complete.
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But
my
surprises
weren’t over! Three
days after the three of
us got back from our
holiday, on Sunday 6th
March, I was sitting in
the
lounge
playing
chess with Tammy and
wondering why dinner
was so late, when
Melodie
eventually
called me through. I
looked up and…………
wonder of wonders, I
was looking into the
faces of my secondyoungest
daughter,
Lisa, and her husband,
Theo! I couldn’t believe
my eyes – you could
have knocked me down
with
a
feather!
Needless
to
say,
perhaps, the scene that
followed
was
of
unmitigated joy and
love – especially since I
hadn’t seen my children
for several years. Of course, Melodie had prepared a one pot meal
(so that I could not detect that it was to stretch to extra mouths) for
us all, and as we enjoyed it, I couldn’t help stealing glances of love
and admiration at my wife who had single-handedly managed to
arrange all of this in complete secrecy.
It wasn’t all unmarred, though, because I could see that Lisa had
‘pink eye’ and didn’t seem at all well, although her lateral flow tests
hadn’t detected Covid. Theo became unwell on Wednesday when
the three of them were supposed to meet our homegroup. He didn’t
join us but, in the meantime, took an LFT, only to find it positive.
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(Needless to say, we all prayed together, and thanks be to God,
none of the homegroup contracted Covid from our gathering). I
escorted Lisa back to their B&B, where I prayed for Theo. That very
night and for some days and nights to follow, Theo was very sick
with high fevers. So much so that Lisa had to call 111 and an
ambulance was despatched to the hotel where they were staying.
Thank God that Theo didn’t have to go to hospital and just needed to
be on paracetamol and Ibuprofen for a few days. As it turned out,
they ordered their ‘fit-to fly’ PCRs and learned on Saturday that they
had both contracted Covid!
I started to feel unwell myself on Friday evening with a fever, and by
Saturday, had a positive LFT. So, early on Sunday morning, Melodie
arranged PCRs to be sent to Carol, me and herself, which we used
and sent off on Monday. The results on Tuesday were positive for
the three of us. Needless to say, our holiday together wasn’t quite
what had been planned because we had all had to self-isolate – but
at least this – wonderfully – was together. And for the last four nights
of the children’s stay, we had really close fellowship when all 6 of us
stayed in our home! In addition, it was a huge blessing that Lisa and
Theo had, perforce, to extend their stay by a week and only left us
on 20th March (instead of the 13th) and Tammy left with them
(instead of on 18th)! The extent to which Tammy, Lisa and Theo
went to, to organise their trip to England at such a time as this was
enormous, coping with the changes of plans (caused initially by their
visas being delayed – hence the ‘gift package’ arrived late and in two
stages!) at great cost – both physically and economically – and I
shall always adore and be grateful to them.
Most of all, I’m thankful to our Gracious God and Saviour for bringing
this wonderful birthday to pass! After all, families are God’s idea,
having been in His Design for human beings right from the beginning
of history. In fact, I couldn’t exaggerate the good that having my wife,
two daughters, together with Theo and Carol has done for me. It’s
been an object lesson that, certainly, “no man is an island” and that
nothing can compare with the joyful benefits of having a loving,
Christ-centred family around!

Roy Wilson
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Holiday
A group of Christians have arranged a 4 night holiday at the Elim
Conference Centre in the Malvern Hills during August this year. For
more details see the notice board or contact Julie
Croydon. julie.croydon@icloud.com,  405067

Connection Quiz Answers
1. Yarmouth.
2. Calbourne.
3. Freshwater.
4. Newport.
5. A n d
the
Connection?
They are all names of steam
locomotives at the IoW Steam
Railway
6. The cover photo was taken in… the beautiful Honfleur,
Normandie, France
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The Puzzle Pages

3

Sudoku
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To solve it you need to fill
the grid so that every
column, every row and
every 3 x 3 box contains
the digits 1 to 9.
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A numerical
placement puzzle!
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Last month’s Sudoku - how did you do?
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32 5th month of the year (3)
33 Not the beginning (3)
34 Central American country,
capital Managua (9)
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1 The English king who was
unready (8)
2 Southend’s county (5)
3 - cream, delicious (3)
4 First Christian martyr (7)
5 Book after Acts (6)
6 Stormed on 14th July 1789 in
Paris (8)
8 Chemical symbol for Iron (2)
10 Not yes (2)
14 Country IoW is a part of (7)
15 Yankee Echo (2)
18 Traditional church seat (3)
20 French for a female friend (4)
22 A glue (brand) (3)
24 Did this come before the
chicken (3)
25 44th US President (5)
26 North African country (5)
27 State code for Florida (2)
29 Honey making insect (3)
30 ‘No’ in French (3)
31 An afternoon drink (3)

Across
1 Name of the last steam engine
built for BR (7 4)
7 French ‘de’ in English (2)
9 Be quick to do something (6)
11 Paints that dry hard (7)
12 Senior citizen initials (3)
13 Town on the Isle of Man with a
very big wheel (5)
16 Not off (2)
17 Son of a sibling (6)
19 Material on the mast of a boat
(4)
21 Consisting of two parts (4)
23 French ’nous’ in English (2)
26 Existence of a creature (4)
28 The Angel who saw Mary (7)
29 ‘- Love’ 1972 song by Elvis (7)
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Can You Guess The Year?


The Euro currency is launched €.



The film ‘Notting Hill’ is released in the UK.



Glenn Hoddle sacked as England manager.



And UK No. 1s included:
Steps with ‘Heartbeat/Tragedy’
Boyzone with ‘When the Going Gets Tough’
S Club 7 with ‘Bring It All Back’
Ronan Keating with ‘When You Say Nothing At All’

Answer next issue

This Issue’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Questions
1. Who won the Eurovision Song Contest in 1967?
2. Which team won the men's’ FIFA World Cup in 1998?
3. What is the capital of Andorra?
4. What did the Vikings call York?
5. Who was the wife of King George III?
6. Where would you find The Artist's Garden at Giverny by Monet?
7. How many games has the men’s San Marino football team won?
8. Who is the metalwork expert on The Repair Shop?
9. On the periodic table, which element is Fm?
10.In which European city would you find the Spanish Steps?
Answers next issue

Please note that the deadline for contributions for
the next magazine is:

Sunday 19th June
Contributions can be emailed at anytime up to the deadline day to
the editor at:

surc.thelink@btinternet.com
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Last Issue’s Solutions
- Guess the year: it was 1985
- Last issue’s crossword 

Last Issue’s ‘Pot Luck’ Quiz Answers
1. Lordi from Finland (with the
song Hard Rock Hallelujah)
2. Chelsea
3. Vaduz
4. Eboracum
5. Anne Neville

6. The National Gallery, London
7. Mustang
8. Steve Fletcher
9. Californium
10. Rome
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Sunday Service
Morning 10:30

Morning Worship in church
Broadcast live on YouTube



Holy Communion on 1st Sunday of each month



All Age Service on last Sunday of each month

Weekday Activities
Monday 10:00

Prayer for Israel on Zoom

Tuesday 14:00
19:30

Bible Bite ministry in church
Broadcast live on YouTube
Prayer Meeting on Zoom

10:00

CatURpillars

Friday

Saturday 10:30

Coffee Morning on Zoom
– a chance to catch up and have a chat

Details of any other services/activities that we hold will be posted:
inside the church
 on our Facebook page
 and on our website


Minister:



Day off:

Rev Brian Harley
10 Dracaena Gardens, Shanklin PO37 7JQ
01983 862485
brianharley58@gmail.com
Monday

Secretary: Robin Wightman
 robinwightman@aol.com

Shanklin URC is a member of the Evangelical Alliance
www.shanklinurc.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 1130459
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