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Keep walkingé 

We continue to explore the theme of discipleship in 
our Sunday services. The language often used in the 
bible for living our lives with God is that of walking. 
People of old walked everywhere and taking 
footsteps was very much the rhythm of life. To walk 
with God was to journey with him at every moment of 
the day ï to share the whole of life with him. 

The London Institute of Contemporary Christianity, LICC for short, 
champions the idea of whole life discipleship ï all of us are full-time 
Christian workers. They even produce FTCW badges for people to 
wear to help remind them of their role in society and kingdom 
service. As we think more about discipleship, I would encourage you 
to think widely about life and service beyond church and to focus on 
this idea of walking with the Lord. 

We must walk in the light knowing that God sees our every action 
and indeed reads our very thoughts! In Genesis 5:24, Enoch was 
commended for walking faithfully with God ï we know little more 
about him but that is some commendation to be remembered by!  

At a recent memorial/thanksgiving service, someone held up a 
bumper sticker that said: ñLive your life so the vicar doesnôt have to 
lie at your funeral.ò   

Letôs try and keep walking faithfully with God as we follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus. He sees what we are up to even when no one 
else is looking. 

Prayer is also a key part of our discipleship, and we looked at this 
topic in the third of the series. Many of us enjoyed some special time 
together over our recent Sabbath of Prayer. I was a bit disappointed 
that many of the regular congregation did not participate in the times 
together at the church. These sessions were so special as we 
sought the Lord and found blessing and encouragement in his 
presence. Please do consider joining in for some of the next one in 
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October.  

We now have a couple of special prayer initiatives coming up this 
month and I warmly commend these to youé 

Thy Kingdom Come  

We are again sharing with Christians across 
the world in these eleven days of prayer 
from Ascension Day up to Pentecost ï 9-19 
May, praying for people we know to find 
faith in Christ. See page 14 for details and 
do pick up the free booklets to help you 
reflect and pray over the period.  

Free The Wight  

An Island-wide prayer initiative that I have been involved in setting 
up with the Wight Church team, which is on the afternoon of 
Pentecost Sunday 19 May at 4pm - see page 16  

We plan to have a number of small prayer groups along Shanklin 
seafront for the hour. Look out for details - and do let Brian know if 
youôd be happy to be a prayer leader. 

Visit of new Synod Moderator 

Rev Dr Michael Hopkins is coming over to meet with me on Tuesday 
30 April and will attend the Bible Bite meeting. Do come along at 
1.30pm to meet him as we chat over coffee and cakeé  

He is also coming across for Rydeôs 50
th
 anniversary celebrations 

(they moved to the present site in 1974) on 6 October and we plan to 
have a tea and cake gathering that afternoon at Shanklin so many of 
you can meet him and find out more about URC life across the 
Wessex Synod. 

Every blessing for this colourful Spring season,  

. 
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We had an inspiring 24 hours over our recent Sabbath of 
Prayer, spending time in Godôs presence together. Another one is 
planned for October ï please look out for details and do try and get 
involved. 

Tuesday Prayer at 19:30  

Continues each week via Zoom using the same account as for other 
activities and groups : 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3242665584?
pwd=ZTlXZzBLWnkrWTNBY2JBK1o0K2ZXdz09  

Meeting ID: 324 266 5584  Password: 936536. 

Text Prayer Network  

This has proved a really efficient method of getting prayer needs 
around. So, if you have an urgent and important issue that needs 
immediate cover, please text Lou on 07474 273119 (or, as a back-
up, Jean Cunningham on: 07854 324809) with your prayer request 
and she will mobilise a team of over 30 intercessors by forwarding 
the message to the group. Each of the team will pray and then 
delete the message. 

If you'd like to be added to this network, please get in touch with Lou 
and she will brief you on the protocols.  

Prayer for Israel  

Is held each Monday at 14:30 at Roy, 
Melodie and Carolôs home in the Old 
Village.  

Should you wish to know more details 
about the prayer meeting, please contact 
Melodie or Roy on ( 866912 or 
melodieroywilson@gmail.com. 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3242665584?pwd=ZTlXZzBLWnkrWTNBY2JBK1o0K2ZXdz09
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3242665584?pwd=ZTlXZzBLWnkrWTNBY2JBK1o0K2ZXdz09
mailto:melodieroywilson@gmail.com
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From Sabbath  of Prayer 

Psalm 5:8 

Lead me, Lord, in your righteousness because of my 
enemies ï make your way straight before me. NIVUK 

Lead me in the right path, O Lord, or my enemies will conquer 
me. Make your way plain for me to follow NLT 

Waiting for directions to get me safely through enemy lines.  
The Message 

Iôm really feeling that the Lord is saying, ñStop running, ask me to 
help in those things that are hurting you. Why do you try to do it 
yourself, ask me - I am here for you. I long to hear you whisper. 
óHelp meô. 

ñThere is nothing that I do not know. Iôm here awaiting the sacrifice. 
Lay it down and I will pick it up. I will touch those parts of you that 
need: Life! Love! Peace! Freedom! Healing! Truth! I can do all 
things. I am He who that gives you life. I am waiting to restore you. 
Are you ready to let go. 

ñRelease that worry and come forward and I will give you peace.ò 

Lou 

Connection Quiz 

1. What is it that a rolling stone doesnôt gather? 

2. What did Jack and Jill go up to fetch a pail of 
water? 

3. What is the name of West Bromwich Albion 
FCôs  ground? 

4. What was the name of Frank Thorntonôs 
character in óLast of the Summer Wineô? 

5. So, what is the connection between the 
answers to questions 1 - 4? 

6. And bonus questioné where was the cover photo taken?  Hint: it 
was taken in Dorset, recently 

Answers are on page 35 
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Swift Boxes Installedé  

If you have heard strange tweeting 
sounds from on high, this is a speaker 
issuing bird calls to attract swifts over 
the coming weeks.  

Brianôs cousin Robin (pictured right) and 
his friend Bob Lord from Hampshire 
Swifts returned to the Island last month 
to install the first three nesting boxes in 
our bell chamber. These are fitted 
behind the wooden louvres above the 
clock. If these are successful, more may 
be added in 2025.  

Bob comments: ñOur Swift population 
nationwide is in trouble and 
declining.  Swifts have adapted to living 
amongst us in holes in buildings, but these are being blocked-up as 
we move from timber to UPVC fittings - and these don't shrink and 
crack, creating small nooks-and-crannies for wildlife.  New artificial 
spaces are needed if we want to save our Swifts. 

In Shanklin, there are a few swifts in the town during 
their breeding season (May to August) and now, the 
United Reformed Church, in partnership with 
Hampshire Swifts is helping to boost the number of 
spaces available for 
them.  A box containing 
three nest spaces has 
been fitted behind the 
louvres in the top floor of 
the tower.  A call-player 
has been fitted, which 
acts as a lure to attract 
birds, so if you are in the 
vicinity of the church 
during the summer, keep 
your eyes peeled, look up 

and listen.  You may be lucky enough to 
see and hear Swifts taking up residence.ò  
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Usually on the last Sunday of each month 
at 10:30 

A caf® style meeting place to drop in 
and enjoy some refreshments 

éa relaxed time of Friendship, Fun, Food  
and exploring Faithé  

with craft, songs, challenges, prayersé 

EVERYONE is welcome  
ï why not bring a friend? 

This month the caf® service will be held on  
26th May and led by Brian 

Caf® serving from 10.15  
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Share Sunday evenings with friends from 
various local congregations across The Bay 

5th May  18:30 Christ Church  
     Broadway, Sandown 

12th May 18:30 To be confirmed 

19th May 18:30 Free the Wight 
     Prayer on the Seafront 
     see page 14 

26th May 19:30 Rylstone Gardens 
     Shanklin - start of the summer   
     Worship in the Open Air season 
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A Few Thoughts from the Sabbath of Prayer  
19th ï 20th April 

Saturday Morning ï óBe Stillô 

Such a sense of peace coming into the House of the Lord. 

Beautiful worship music playing ï instrumental ï but the words come 
to mind: 

ñBe still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One is hereéò 

Yes His presence is among us, His peace, His shalom, which He 
longs to impart to His children. 

His presence may we seek ï itôs all about you Jesus. 

As we release our praise to Him, it delights His heart and He delights 
in it, as a good father who delights in his childrené 

ñCome before Him now with reverence and fearé In him no sin is 
found, we stand on Holy Ground, Be still for the presence of the 
Lord, the Holy One is here.ò 

Thank you, dear Lord, the Holy One of Israel for this time coming 
apart, sitting at Your Feeté listening to Your óStill Small Voiceô. 

- In the midst of the sometimes hecticness of life, we choose to 
come aparté to be still, for Your Presence is among usé 

And as we worship, as we unite with our voices as one, may you 
pour out Your Spirit among usé that You alone would be glorified 
and the world would know that: 

ñThere is no other name, but the Name of Jesus, that is worthy of 
honour, is worthy of glory, is worthy of all power and all praiseò. 

Amen and Amen! Come, Lord Jesus come and receive the worship 
that belongs to You alone. 

Blessings and love in His Precious Name 

Jane H 

ñBe Still for the Presence of the Lordò - David J. Evans É 1986 
Thankyou Music  
ñNo Other Nameò - Robert Gay É 1988 Integrityôs Hosanna! Music  
CCL Licence number: 40715 
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Church Open Morning 
18th May 

10:00 - 12:00 

With 

- Crafts & Games 
(for children and 

adults) 

- Refreshments 
Drinks, Cake, 

etcé 
 

A place to meet up on a 
Saturday morning and have 

some fun  
(and a chat of course) 
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Trials and Temptations 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that 
you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. James 1 : 2 - 4 

Many of you in our church family are aware of an incident that 
happened to me at work during late January, and because of the 
nature of it, I had to report it to management.  

Management told me that was the correct decision. An informal 
investigation ensued with the colleague involved. I had to wait many 
weeks for the outcome and chose to take sick leave until it was 
resolved - fortunately I had a very understanding GP. Management 
at work totally understood. 

During this time I confided in family,  friends and close church friends 
who prayed and encouraged me to stand firm and remain strong in 
the Lord. Thank you to all those who supported me by praying and 
showing me love and compassion - we truly have a wonderful 
church family. 

Everyone I spoke to were shocked by the situation I was in and 
many people saying it was persecution and a spiritual attack. It's not 
always easy being a Christian in a secular work environment but I 
held on to the truth despite the lies. I feel I've witnessed to 
management through my response to the outcome of the 
investigation, and it's resulted in some changes to how certain things 
function at work - so some good has come out of something bad. 

The truth will always be revealed and we must always stick to our 
beliefs and convictions, no matter what opposition we face.  

I've become closer to the Lord throughout this episode and all the 
glory goes to our God in the highest. 

Blessings, 

Lavinia. 
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Thank You 

We are so grateful for all the faithful people on our prayer team and 
beyond who prayed for Ron and I at the time of his cardiac arrest 
and month long stay in Guyôs St Thomasô Hospital in London. 

Ron had 2/3 cardiac arrests (question mark with the doctors about 
the third one). He was taken in and out of sedation for about two 
weeks then had two stents inserted and later an LCD device. 

It was very frightening but knowing God was leading you all in prayer 
and I was able to link into our prayer chain was a major comfort. 

A very big thank you to Brian who visited twice. Also Brian and Janet 
on the second evening who talked and prayed with Peter and I, both 
of us in shock, and found this very reassuring knowing God was with 
us all. 

We have a faithful God who will answer our prayers if we just put our 
trust in him. 

Ron now has to build up his strength. We haver an appointment fr 
him to be checked over, then hopefully St Maryôs will take over. 

Thank you for all the messages, cards and gifts. He will see you 
soon. 

Just put your trust in the hands of our Faithful God 

Ron & Meryl Dallimore 

URC Daily Devotions 
Each morning the United Reformed 
Church sends out a reading, reflection 
and short prayer which helps us to 
focus on our journeys of Christian 
discipleship. 

The reflections are written by over 
100 people with differing perspectives 
and from different places.  

The Devotions are available from the website devotions.urc.org.uk/, 
where you can also subscribe, e-mail and URC social media. 

https://devotions.urc.org.uk/
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Thy Kingdom Come (TKC) is a global ecumenical prayer movement 
that invites Christians around the world to pray from Ascension to 
Pentecost for more people to come to know Jesus. Since it began in 
May 2016, God has grown TKC into a movement which unites more 
than a million Christians in prayer (in nearly 90% of countries 
worldwide, across 85 different denominations and traditions) ñso that 
friends and family, neighbours and colleagues might come to faith in 
Jesus Christò 

Every person, household and church is encouraged to pray during 
the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come in their own way ~  it is hoped 
that everyone taking part will: 

¶ Deepen their own relationship with Jesus Christ 

¶ Pray for 5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus  

¶ Pray for the empowerment of the Spirit to be effective in our 
witness 

We are praying that the Spirit will inspire and equip us to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ with our friends and families, our 
communities and our networks. It is our prayer that those who have 
not yet heard the Good News of Jesus Christ and his love for the 
world will hear it for themselves and respond and follow Him.  

Specifically, we again invite each and every Christian across the 
globe to pray that Godôs Spirit might work in the lives of 5 people 
who have not responded with their óYesô to Godôs call. Whether you 
have joined in óThy Kingdom Comeô before or not, we invite you to 
take part & join in. 

ñIn praying 'Thy Kingdom Come' we all commit to playing our part in 
the renewal of the nations and the transformation of communities." 
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Archbishop Justin Welby 

For Thy Kingdom Come 2024, both a Prayer Guide and a 
Novena have been produced. Copies of these will be available 
in the church or you can access them now at: 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/new-2024 

Please do join in with this global initiative when Christians 
around the world will be praying for people they know to come 
to Christ. 

Robin  

Word from Lou 

Come to my place of worship  
It isn't such a hardship  
To handover things that hurt you  
Why would you not want to  
Have joy in the place of pain  
It is really a place to gain  
The peace that comes with healing  
When the harshness of that feeling  
Melts in my presence  
it doesn't have to be a lifelong sentence 
Give it to me all of it  
And let me see you healthy and fixed  
So you can walk my path  
That so many before have  run and laughed  
With freedom to do my will  
So that the enemy cannot  steal or  kill  
The very reason that  you are mine  
Please leave the past behind  
Look in front and see  
That freedom is yours and always will be  
Look to me and meet my eye  
And that pain will subside  
See my smile fall at my feet  
The enemy is now in defeat .  
Come to my alter and lay it aside  
And let me be your forever guide 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/new-2024
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Care Prayer Diary (April ï July 2024) 

The new prayer diary is available and has a beautiful picture of a 
chaffinch on the cover. 

The chaffinch is widespread across the UK with a vibrant song and a 
wide variety of calls to claim territory, attract a mate and ï just sing! 
Apparently, chaffinches have regional accents, and they are one of 
the species that each morning join in the dawn chorus of beautifully 
complex and varied songs. Half of all the worldôs 11,000 known 
species are classified as songbirds. How amazing that God has 
created them all and given them a voice to praise Him and bless 
those of us who are listening! 

óAsk the beasts, and they will teach you; the birds of the heavens, 
and they will tell you; or the bushes of the earth, and they will teach 
you; and the fish of the sea will declare to youé In His hand is the 
life of every living thing and the breath of all mankind.ô Job 12:7-10 

What a wonderful exhortation to Godôs people to use our voices to 
praise Him! Day-by-day for all His mercies, which are ónew every 
morningô and His blessings to us and as we gather together in His 
House and worship. 

The current prayer diary has the following issues in it, with very 
helpful prayer pointers for each day. If you have not had this very 
helpful resource before, do help yourselves or download from 
care.org.uk/prayer - it  has so many insights into both our national 
life and further afield to pray about. Topics include: 

¶ Values in Education 
¶ Music 
¶ The Power of Godôs Word 
¶ The Government of People 
¶ Gambling Harms 
¶ Leadership with Integrity 
¶ Restoring the Natural World 
¶ Transport Systems 
¶ Caring for Vulnerable Individuals 
¶ Seeking Global Peace 
¶ Commercial Sexual Exploitation 
¶ óConviction and Civilityô 
¶ Childhood and Youth 

Source: CARE 

https://care.org.uk/prayer
https://care.org.uk/
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Church Banner 

The banner below has been designed by the children and will be 
taken to the Big Day Out at Hollycombe 
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